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Wicked unclean Perſons, as have been made 
Publick and Private Examples-of G o v's 
Divine Vengeance, for pollu t pr 
and others with ſuch A 


on and De- 
filements- Taken out of Es _ Pro- 
Ps Hiſtory. 


ALSO, 
Some dreadful Examples of Gop's I 


teons Judgment, not Reco! 
with curious Remarks, by" oy 
Explanation of the moſt 's 
- this kind, particularly rhoſe 
in Holy Writ; much _ 
ral Texts thereto re 
from theace good Councel 7 
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»PREFACE 
: | ; | EO wy = 
. HE Deſign of the following 
Eſſayis not to miniſter Fuel $ 
thoſe Impure. Flames which 
- have confumy'd ſo many parti- 

cular Perſons, Families, and Nations, but 
is intended as a Caveat and Warning to 
all thoſe who are guilty of that reigning 
Sin of Uxcleanneſs, to repent and reform, 
leſt their Practices bring as great or greater 
Fadements upon themſelves, and the Na- 
tions wherein they live, as thoſe they will 
find here relafed. \ 

We have begun at the Creatron, and 
1 .trac'd this Sin, from its origiza/, thro? all 
-.the moſt remarkable Inſtances of it, from 
| Lonech, the firſt whom wefind upon Re- 
-4 cord to have broken the divine Inflifution 
»þ.of Marriage betwixt one Man and one 
-& Woran, to the time of Auguſtulrs, the 
- laſt of the Roman Emperors, (properly fo 
+ calld) who died- about the Year of 
\ a Chriſt 
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to confirm and ſtrengt 
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Chriſt 476; {© that,according to the vul- 
gar Account, we have run thro? the moſt 
obſervable Inſtances that happen'd of this 


nature for the ſpace of 5190 Years. 


In the firit place, we have takenall the 
Inſtances-of the Old-4nud New Teſtament, 
with the Notes of Commentatory upon the 
Crimes and* Puniſhments, and; have now 
and then intermix'd ſome Obſervations of 
our own, It's not doubted but this at 

en 


' will be pleaſant and edifying to all 


of ſober Minds, and may be of great uſe 


to be put intothe Hands of” Touth, as a 
good Monitor to beware of Toathful ta 


againſt which they will ſe here that 
zO D hath all-along teſtified fo much 
Wrath, and been as good: as his Word 
(if we may make uſe of that familiar 
Expreſſion ) in paniſhing Whoremoneers 
and Adualterers. It may be alſo of uſe 

bin them againſt 
the Blaſphemers of our Age, who cry 
down the Divine Authority of the 
Scriptures, for here they will find Proofs 


_ from Prophane Hiſtory, that thoſe Threat- 


n@rgs denounced in the Holy Scriptures 
againlt Empires, Kingdoms, and Cities, 
for Unnanag/ and other Sins, were ex- 

; as will appear by the de- 


Per- 
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Perſien Expires, the ſeveral Captivities 
of the Jews, and the Deſtruttions of the 
Cities of Babylon, Nineveh, and Jeruſa- 
They will here alſo meet with Solo- 


mois Charatter of Whoredom, Whoremon- 


gers, and Whores, collefted from the ſe- 


veral Chapters of the Proverbs, where 


he treats of that Sin,” than which no- 


thing can be more abominable and 0- 
dious, and ſuch as'if any Man ſhould 
ive to the Reaux and Debauchees of 
this preſent Age, he would run a ha- 
zard of being whipp'd through the 
Langs, with a.Damz him for 4 cantin 


foul-mouth*d Coxcomb ; fo much do thoſe 


Men hate their own PiQture; though 
drawn to the life by an infallible Hand : 
And therefore it 1s no Wonder that 
they do as much as in them lies to 
break the Glaſs which ſhews them their 
own deformed Afpet, that is, cry down 
the Divine Authority of the Bible, which 
deſcribes them as graphically as if it had 
been writ in our own Days. 

Their Rampant Malice againſt the 
Goſpel, and the Godhead of our $a- 
viour, proceeds from the fime Cauſe : 
The divine Lawgiver, by his Com- 
mentaries upon his own Text, hath 

@bridgd 


Ks The PREFACE. 
dridgl array Mankind of that Liber 


Z 
is 2 


they aſſum'd to themſelves under the 
Law, and for which they pleaded Pre- 
gets Fas beth not only forbid Po- 
hgamy and Concubinage, but declar'd Lajt- 
F Thoughts to be Criminal, and that 
Whoremongers and Adulterers ſhall be _ ex- 


eluded. the Kjngdom of Heaven. No 


| Wonder then ſuch Perſons as live 
in open Rebellion to his DiQtafes, and 
have bid Defiance to his Threats, do 
all they can to perſwade themſelves and 
' others, that it 1s not GOD, but Man, 
that they fight againſt. It were to be 
wiſl'd, that moſt of thoſe who embrace 
and countenance Deiſm and Socinianiſm 
would anſwer from their own Conlci- 


ences, whether a /ooſe Converſation, and - 


Love to an uncontroulable purfuit of 
their Senſual Pleaſures, did not at firſt 
beget in them a good Opinion of thoſe 
newly reviv*d, yet old and ſtinking, 
Herefies : But whether they do '1t, or 
not, it's obſervable enough, that the 
moſt -of their Proſelites in theſe Nati- 
ons ſmell rank of Goatiſh Luft; and 
therefore j&s but natural that the 

ſhould declare War againſt his God: 
head, who is to be their Judge at the 


laſt day, and will affign them their | 


Place 


"2 m7 od 
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The PREFACE. 
Place [then on his Left Hand, a- 
mongſt the Goats, if Repentance dow't 
event if, "i 

And would to God that thoſe Men 

would but feriouſly conſider with them- 
ſelves, whether they have not reaſon 
to look upon. the diflolute Lives of moſt 
of their Fraternity,” as a juſt Judgment 
upon them from God, for grow!2g vain 
in their Imaginations, and rejecting all 
thoſe Principles of Religion which they 
cannot fathom with their ſhallow and 
corrupted Reaſon, according to that of 
the 11t of the Romans, Becauſe they glori- 
fied him not as God, "weither were thankful, 
bat became vain in their Imaginations, 
their faoliſh Heart was darken'd, 'and pro- 
feſſing themſelyzes to be (wiſe , they became 
fools. Wherefore God alſo ous them up 
to wile Aﬀettions and Uncleanneſs, thro? 
the Luſts of their own Hearts to diſhonour 
their own Bodies; of which they will 
meet with dreadful Inſtances in this 
Treatiſe amongſt the Grecians and Ro-. 
mans, in their Elenſina Sacra, Bacchana- 
liz, Ludi Florales, &c, tho they called 
themſelves, as indeed they were, the wijeſt 
and moſt polife Nations in the World. 

If it be objected, That the denymg 
the Godhead of Jeſus Chrift has no ten- 
dency to encourage Men 1 the pr 
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The PREFACE, 
of Uncleanneſs;; it may be readily an- 
ſwer'd, "That ſeeing if was Jeſus Chrift 
who recall'd Marriage to its firſt Tnſtitu- 
tion, and took away that Liberty of Poli- 
y and Concubinagewhich the holieft 
er under theOld Teſtament (and fome 
of them Prophets too, as Abraham and Da- 
vid) thought lawful, the denying ofour 
Savioun”s Godhead overthrows hisAutho- 
rity in this and all other things that he 
hath taught us, inaſmuch as it makes him 
a Liar; for,that he afferfed his own God- 
head, and was cut off by the Jews for ma- 
king himſelf Equal with God, appears 
ney from the Hiſtory of that Matter 
us by the Evangeliſts ; but if it be ſo, 
that he 15 not only not God, but died for 
aſſerting a Lae, that he was ſo, then Cer 
tainly the PraCtiſe of Abraham, David, So- 
lomon, ev. isa better Warrant for Poliga- 
my and Concubinage than his Ward isa- 
gainſt if. Thus it's apparent that the ge- 
Ing of Jeſus Chriſt to be God 1s introdu- 
Rory of Uncleannefs, eſpecially Concu- 
binage, which ſome of our Gallants do ſo 
mueh plead for, and will boldly aſſert,that 
there's no harm in keeping 4s Unmarried 
Woman for a Miſs. And, that the Sovinian 
Books, and the Spreaders of that Hereſie, 
are entertain'd chiefly by Men of- ſuch 
Prirkciples and” PraQtices, is fo plain, that 
it cannot well be deny'd. To 
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- To return to our Account! of this ork. 
We bave ir: the nexf- place faken . 
thoſt Inftances in the Rhbreed ul 
of Joſephus, that did avy way make for 
our purpoſe. We have likewiſe taken 
thoſe" in Juſtin, Pluterts Lives, and 
nts Curtins, to the Greeks, 
Perf ians, and other Eaſtern Nations frea- 
ted of dy the Ancients, and have turn'd 
over the Romas Hiſtories, from the 
foundation of Rome to the Reign. of 
Auguſtalus, wherein (the Reader will 
that this Siz of Uncleepneſs hath 
had "Tragical E {qo Empires 
and T 21. nol Monarchies and 'Mo- 
farchs, occafion'd many Revolutions of 
Government, and that neither the Vi- 
Rories of Alexander, Julius Ceſar, and 
Pompey, nor the great Dignity, waiver- 
fl Eſteem , and Princely Qualifies af 
Auguſtus and Titus the Son of Veſpa» 


ſian, have been able to rub out the 


Stains which their impure Luſts have 
fixed ypon their Memories. Nor 1n- 
deed is there any reaſon to think it 
ſhould, when the Faith of Abraham 
the Holines of David, and the Wifl 
dom and Grandeur. of Solomon, have 
not been able to cure them againſt 
thole Punifhmenfts which their Un- 
A-. clgannels, 


Uncleanneſs brought upon their Per. 


ſbns, Families, and Reputations.; {vp 


infallibly true hath it . always been 


found what © the Wiſe-man hath fore- 
told of the Aazulterer, in the 6th of 
the Proverbs, That « Woand and # Dif- 
honour ſhall he' get, and his Reproach ſhall 
not be wiped away. - 

We have alſo look'd into the Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiſtories of Enuſebius, Socrates, 
Evagrias, &c. for ſuch Inſtances as rea 
late to our Subjet, which we have 
faithfully ſet down, to ſhew how hate- 
fal and abominable Unclearn Perſons were 
in the Eyes of the Ancient Church, 
what ſevere - Penances were injoyn'd 
them, and with how much Difficulty 
they were receiv*d again into its Com- 
munion. - | 

It was' deſign'd to have taken = 
View of the Hiſtories of all Nations 
extant, and, amongſt others, to have 
inſerted the. horrid Inſtances that are 
to. be found in the Lives of the Popes 
and : other Hereſiarchs, and, in a word, 
to have , brought the Mijftory down to 
onr Time, but finding that the Volume 
ſwelPd, IT thought fit to deferr that to 
2 Second Eſay. | 0 
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71 General Hiſtory 
+ OF 

1 WHORINGz; Nc. 
0 HE Original of the Crime 
2 which 1s the Subje&t of 


the following Sheets , 
muſt neceſſarily be dedu- 
ced from the Sin of our 
"firſt Parents ; for there is no doubt that 
1 Luft, or the inordinate motions of the 
*FFleſh did invade their Souls at the ſame 
time when their other Faculfics were 
Yeorrupted : And it appears plain that 
Þ Ialeneſs, the luſt” of the Eye, and intempe- 
val rance of Appetite, which ever ſince have 
been the forerunners and wſhers of boat: 

S ::.* y 


w_— _— 4 
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ly uncleanneſs, did precede the Eating of 2! 
the forbidden Fruit, and that as the Natu- df * 
ral Conſequence of ſuch Antecedents, F 
the firſt thing taken notice of by our Pa- 
rents aſter the Fall was their Nakedneſs, 
whereof they were immediately aſham'd, Þ®* 
and endeayoured to cover it, This Na-$*% 
kefieſs ſay Commentators that they were ſo 9 
peedily made ſenſible of, was not only 
that they felt their need of a Cover to 
their Bodies, both for Ornament and 
Defence againſt the Injuries of the Air, 
&-c.but that they were alſo ſenſible of theF* 
Rebellion of the fe, which doth not onlyRs.. 
war againſt the Soul, but hath a natural 
tendency to the diſſolution of the Body, 
there being nothing which ſooner extinguiſheF'® 
the flame of Life than an immoderate con 
ſumption of that Oyl, which nature hat 
provided for its nouriſhment. This impuri 
ty of the affe&tions did no doubt exert 
it {elf quickly in ations,which in our firſt 
Parents could not fall under the notion 
of Whoredom , they being married by 
God himſelf, in the State of Innocence 
yet there's little doubt to be made of its 
having vented it ſelf in an immoderate 
uſe of the Marriage bed; and thus theſ 
impkre deſires were communicated to thei 
Peſterity, who were thereby poltuted ; an 
concei/d and brought forth in Iniquity. wa 
The firſt dire& breach of the Diving®” 
Inſtitution of Marriage betwixt on 
Man and one Woman which we find ” 
. COT ol 
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f Forded, was in the perſon of Laxfh, one 
” Bre find mentioned in the fourth of Gene- 
5s, by which it appears plain, that Afur- 

and Whoredom are near a kin, had 
zoth of ?em_ their riſe from one and the 
age Family : And according to the opi- 
tion of ſome Interpreters did hoth of 
mcenter in this Lamech, who is thought 
o have been a bloody cruel Man, as is 
rathered from this diſcourſe to his Wives 
1 that Chapter,viz.] have lahn a man to my 
naunding, and a young man to my hurt. 


lid quickly infe& the Infant World ; for 
re find in the next Chapter, That when 
en began to multiply, and that daughters 
ere born unto them, the Sons of God ſaw 
be Daughters of men, that they were fair 
md they took them Wives of all that they 
boſe. Its ſtill to be obſerved that as 
oredom and Uncieanneſs began in 
in's Family, ſo there it continu'd and 
Fncreas'd ; and by their Contagious Ex- 
mple, the Family of Serh, which did 
Shen contain the Yiſible Church, became 
Iſo infected ; and the Members of the 
urch having more regard to the 'Beau- 
and Comelineſs of the Women of Cair's 
Race, than to the vertue of thoſe who 
vere of their own Religion, their Eyes 
Setrayed their Hearts, they luſted after 
eir Beauty, and -without any . confide- 
ation of Religion or Laws, took them 
B 2 Wives 


pf Cain's Poſterity, whoſe two Wives 


This bad example of Lamech's Higamy, _ 
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Wives of all that they choſe, by whic 
Interpreters underſtand promiſcuous Mar 
riages, Polygamy, unjuſt Divorces, Rape 
and all manner of Lewd and Licentious pr, 
ftiſes, which brought the Wrath of Go 
upon the old World, and occaſiond hiff 
ſaying, as in the 34 verſe, That bis ſp 
rit ſhould not always contend with Man. 
. The occaſion of this General Corrup, 

tion of Manners is hinted to be th... 
multiplication of Xen, and particularly 

the Women of Cair's Poſterity, who be 
ing under no diſcipline, and wanting thi 
benefit of pious Inſtruction and goo. 
Example, became diſſotute and -wanton 
and no care being taken to ai/poſe of the 
duly in Marriage, they took all occalio 
to ſatisfie their brutal deſires, for whic 
their dwelling in Cities ( whereof Cat 
was the firſt Founder ) amongſt multi 
tudes of people, gave them great oppo 
tunities, it being always obſerv*d that | 
Great Cities, the numbers of difſolute p 
fons makes them to deſpiſe Laws, a 
follow-ſuch practices as they durſt n 
venture upon in Villages, and Countrie 
where they could be more eaſily reſtrait 
ed and puniſht : not that I would be u 
derſtood to be againſt the building a 
maintaining of Cities, which increaſe t 
Glory, Riches and Strength of Na 
ons, but wonld to God that the gre 
Cities of Chriſtendom were not ſtill tc 
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of the ſame nature, which a zealous Ma- 
viſtracy might eaſily prevent. 1t'is alſo 
he opinion of ſome' of the learned, that 
he Cainites did firſt build themſelves a 
ity that they might ſtrengthen one ano- 
». hands in Cruelty and Uncleannets 
and. follgw ſuch practiſes with all man- 
Wer of impunity, which gave their Wo- 
nen oppartunity to, pamper. and deck 
themſelves that they might be the more 
agreeable objects of Luſt ;, and this might 
Talſo-render them more amiable in the 
Wt yes of the Poſerity of Sech, who liv- 
Ing as *tis preſumed a Rural Life for the 
moſt part ; and their Women being kept 
n. order by Laws and Religion, and ap- 
plying themſelves te the Aﬀairs of their 
amilies, that they might approve them- 
ſelves meet helps to their Husbands, ac- 
drding to the deſign of God 'at the 
Wirſt Creation of Woman, did not mind the 
Kdecking and adorning of their Bodies 
ior the pampering of their Fleſh, and 
herifhing their Beauties as the Came; 
11d, and therefore were not fo pleaſing 
0 the Eye, as thoſe /aſcivious Women, who 
Wchaved themſelves as if God and Nature 
lad deſign'd them for nothing elſe but 
Man's bed, whereas the Divine Good- 
eſs appointed that they ſhould be meet- 
elps in their Religious Converſation, 
nduſtry, Care and Education of Children, 
oall of which thoſe looſe practices of the 


FCairites were diametrically oppoſite. 
B 3 From 
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"From, thoſe unequal Marriages and pro- 
miſcuoys Copulations, 2. "Rogy a COn- 
tempt; of Laws and Religion amongſt 
the Canites, and an Apoltacy from God 
and Religion amongſt many of the Pgſte- 
rity of Seth ;, and. it hath been obſerved 
amongſt all Nations fince, that when Rel; 
£10n decays uncleannefs increaſes, and that 
a love to Licentiouſneſs hath always beer 
2a great cauſe of Apoſtacy, as is but toc 
too obſervable in thoſe that are called 
hs and Socinians 1n this preſent Age 
moſt of their New Converts or rather y 
Peryerts, being people of a looſe lifef og 
eſpecially as to the point of Chaftity. m 

"The Aro effet. of thoſe TY and ar 
beaſtly Commixtions, was an off-ſpring df in 
Giants, fo called ' as ſome Interprete g] 
think from the vaſtneſs of their "bulkF jr 
as being begot in raging Luſt, or-as others { 
becauſe of their Barbarous and Satvagg ,; 
Manners, .and filling alt the World wit w 
Rapes, Cruelty and Devaſtation, ſo that | 
the juſt Judgment of God the Children c 
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m 
thoſe unlawful Marriages and Promiſc 
ous Copulations, became the- plague 0 x 

- their Parents, and the ſcourge of Manff © 


kind as well as the declared Enemies of X 
Heaven and Religion : Whence the ol 1; 
—_ Poets took occafion to amuſe tht 9 
World with the fabulous War of the Giant fe 
sgainſt Jupiter, GC, & al 
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Noah, not being able by his preaching 
ro-l of Righteouſneſs, to reform the World 
0n-E from this horrid Debauchery, it  pro- 
8! vok'd God to bring the Deluge, which 
ol drown'd that laſcivious and wicked  Ge- 
Fe neration of Men, who had drown'd them- 
edF ſelves in all manner of ſenſual Impurities, 
with ſo much obſtinacy, that when that 
atal Flood came it ſurpriz'd them, as 
eatirig, drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage. Thus then it's apparent:Chat 
ed Whoredom was one- of the principal 


cl Cauſes that brought the Wrath of God 
nerf upon the old World. And it deſerves. 


felt oor obſervation, that-God by - his Cam- 
mand to Noah to take only his own. Fife, 
«14 and the three Wives of his three,;Sons 
"JF into the Ark with him, as he did-thergby 
e give another Teſtimony of his: honqur- 
1188 ing. and approving of Marriage, he did al- 
TY ſo plainly teſtifie againſt Digamy, Falyga- 
EY my and Concubines, and that as the World 
Wy was peopled atfrit by lawful Marriage, 
FF it ſhould be alſd . peopled in the ſame 
| oF manner a ſecond time. 
C To come next, to the times after the 
* Flood, the Fit inſtance of impurity that 
ay occurs to us, Is Ham's deridiag his father 
Of Noah's nakeaneſs, by which there are ſome 
ol Interpreters who underſtand that he not 
ny only told it his Brethren, but alſo be- 
ny fore Women and Children,in a laſctivious 
and filthy manner, and took occaſion 
to fall into fooliſh Jeſtingand Sarcatms: 
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Beroſus and the Rabbins, he- inchanted his 
Fathers Virile parts, and unman'd him; but 
however that 1s, this is'certain, that he 
diſcoyer'd a frothy, unclean, laſcivious 
temper, for which he was ſeverely pu- 
niſht in his poſterity The Canaanites, 
who- wallowed alſo in thoſe fleſhly impu- 
rities when God deſtroyed them by the 
Ifraelites, the poſterity of Sm, as ſhall 
be taken notice of in its proper place. 

| From Ham did alſo proceed Nimrod 
the Mighty Hunter and cruel oppreſſor, 
who was the firſt that laid the foundati- 
on of a Tyrannical- Government after 
the Flood, ſo that the obſervation ſtill 
holds that Uncleanneſs, (Murder and thoſe 
other Crimes which lay Nations waſteare 
near a kin, and generally the off-ſpring 
and produ&t "of one and the ſame 
Family. 

That Abraham ſeem'd to have this No- 
tion, appears from his advice given ta his 
_—_ 1 Wife Sarah, when he travelled 
with her into Epypr, VIZ. ro ſay ſhe was 
his Siſter, becauſe the Egyptians he dug 
, Ted would have kill'd him that they might 
enjoy her. Whence we may likewiſe 
obſerve that the Holy Patriarch knew 
that /uſtful perſons would rather commit 
Murder than be baulkt in the ſatisfaQtion 
of their Luſts ; and yet, tho the World 
was at that time ſo much degenerated, 
it's plain from this paſſage, that the E- 
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tians look'd -upon Marriage as Sacred 
Inviolable, otherwiſe Sarah's calling 
her ſelf Abraham's Siſter could have 
been no defence of her Husbands life : 
Nay, it is manifeſt from the Hiſtory that 
Pharaoh deſigg,d to have taken her to 
Wife, ſo that thoſe Heathen Egyptians. 
will riſe up in Judgment melts. our 
Chriftian Debauchees, who think neither 
Fornication nor Adultery to be Crimes, for 
it's evident fram this paſſage, that both 
he and his Subjedts tho abominably luſtful 
had a great regard to Marriage, which 
it's plain he thought neceflary to. render 
his enjoyment of Sarah lawfull. 

There are ſeveral other things to be 
learned fram this remarkable inſtance, as 
that the vanity. of matching with none but 
thoſe of Royal Extratt had not then invad- 
ed the Thrones of Princes But at the 
ſame time it 1s as plain that it hath beea 
an old and wicked Cuſtom amongſt Cour- . 
tiers and Nobles to be Pandersto the luſts 
of their Monarchs, for here we find that 
Pharaoh's Princes CommendedSarah's Bear- 
ty to him, which occaſioned her being taken 
into his Houſe ; and would to God that 
no ſuch thing had ever been juſtly charge- 
able upon the Court of England. 

There are only two Remarks more 
which I have to make on this Story, and 
ſhall then proceed to another, viz. that 
God by ſmiting Pharaoh and his Houſe- 
hold, all of ſudden with Plagues, Le 
| th 


IO 


In Eſſay towards 


both give a Teſtimony of his divine dif. 
pleaſure againſt ſuch 4»ſtful pratices, and 
of his being a proteitor of Conjugal Chas 
ty. 

F What the nature of this Plagne infli 
Qed upon Pharach and his . houſhold 
was, ts. not agreed upon gmongſt Inter 
preters. The Hebrews ſay, \that it was : 
Gonorrhe@a or Ulcer in his ſecret parts, which 
prevented his deſign: foſepbxs thinks it was 
a Peftitence and fudden Sedition in the 
Palace; Philo Jndeus ſays it was a Diſtem- 
per both of Body and Mind, and Chry/c 
fom, 1s of opinion that 'it was ſome Bo- 
dily Plague inflited upon him, Juſt - as 
Sarah was brought to hisBed ;, but however 
thofe things be, this is certain,that Sarah's 
pollution was prevented, and Pharaoh 
oblig'd to own that it was not lawful to 
take another Man's Wife. 


Fhe next inſtance is of Abraban: him- 


felf, who is the firſt of the Poſterity of 
Seth after the Flood, that we find to have 
been guilty of Digamy ; it's plain that the 
occaſion of his cohing his Handmaid - Ha- 
garto Wife, was his YVife Sarah's advice, 
and the Cauſe of her giving that advice, 
was her own Barrenneſs, advanced age, 
and fear that ſhe ſhould not otherwiſe 
have the promiſed Seed. The Cauſes of 
Abraham's conſenting 16 ealily were no 
doubt the ſame, and Polygamy being then 
Common in the World, his Practice ad- 
miniſtred no occaſion of Scandal, fo one 
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w his practice of marrying bis Maid jn 
"|, t hoſe times of Ignorance which God wink- 
" Bed, can not afford any argument for 
Polygamy now, and ſeeing he had his 
wifes conſent, it will far leſs warrant 
thoſe laſcivious Intrigues. which many Ma: 
ſfters have now a days with their Maid*Ser- 

vants, But that this prattice. of the Ho- 

# ly Patriarch was diſpleaſing to God will 

MF eaſily appear from the puniſhment infli. 

&ed upon his Family, the Peace of which 

was immediately broke, 'by Hagar's de- 

ſpiſing her Miſtreſs,, afloon as ſhe found 

her ſelf pregnant with the promiſed Seed 

as ſhe vainly believ'd : Then Sarah. up- 

braids Abraham with the wrong where- 


nflt 
10 q 
ter 


- of ſhe her ſelf was the occation, and 
rol forc'd him to a breach of that Marriage 

Bond, which by her own advice he had 
ny contracted : Hagar was alſo puniſht for 
off ber unlawful Conſent, firſt, by being ſe- 
veſt verely dealt with by Sarah, who gave 


hel her for a Wife to her Husband, and then 
by being. thruſt out of the Famiily and 


nt expos'd to the World, and though ſhe 
- | was brought back again for ſome,time till 


'F the was delivered of her Son, Jſmacl,yet. 
her abode was of. no long continuance, 
oF | for ſhe was thruſt out again with this ad- 
'dRional affliction, that ſhe had her Son 
to provide for, was expos'd to.the crue! 
| neceflity of ſeeing him die of thirſt as 
ſhe apprehended, and inſtead of his be- 
ing the promiſed Seed,ſhe and he were both 
| Igno 
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Tzoominiouſly thruſt ont from partaking 

of the Inheritance with 7/azc, and ſhe waz 

plainly told'from Heaven, that he ſhould 

be a wild Man, having bis hand againſt eve 

ry Man, and cvery Man's hand againft him, 

which was ſpecdily\ verified, for he be. 

came a profane ſcoffer at Religion and 

the ' promiſe of God, which occaſioned 

his expulion from his Fathers Family and 

the Church: His crime 1s by the Apoſtle 4; 

Paul called perſecution, and his 'Poſterity 7 

we'find complained of by the 'P/almiſt in _ 
the 83. P/alm, amonglt the other perſe- g 
cntors of the people of God, and ſo.they 
have continued under ſeveral denomina- 
trons to this day, as Ihmactites, Hagarens, 
&c.of which latter name being afhamed. as 
noting their Spurious Original, they af- 
famed to themſelves the Title of Saracens, Þ | 
as if they were Sarah's off-ſpring, under }} . 
| 

| 

| 

| 


which they. were formidable ro the Chri- 
ftian World for ſome Ages, and continue 
 drreconcilable- Enemies to the Chriſtian 
Religion to this day, under the name of 
Arabians, Turks, &c. Such 'unſeparable 
Vices are Uscleanneſs, Cruelty and Perſecu- 
tim, and fo eaſie and natural 1s the Trenſitt 
o7, from an unclean perſon to become an Apo- 
ftate and Enemy to tru? get:o70n, Nor is it 
fir ro ler it paſs unobſerved, that aShe 
himſelf was ufilawfully beget, his #Po- 
ſterity to this day have continued to be 
a ylle and luſtful people, and itis known 
to. the world; that it 1s now become an 

Article 
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FArticle of their horrid Religion, that 


they place their chief happmeſs both in this 
Life and that to come in the enjoyment of thoſe 


Mimpare pleaſures. 


Nor is it fit we ſhould paſs over what 
is commonly. obſerv'd by Divines,that the 
yery Ordinance of Circumciſion, by which 
the fore-skin was appointed to be cut off, 
was a mark of God's diſpleaſure at ſncon- 
tinence upon the Inſlrument of Generation 
and likewiſe an evidence that thoſe 
who expect his favour ſhould mortike 
that Corruption ; and that it only took 


place upon Males, was becauſe the be- 


ginning of Generation and conſequently 
of natural Corruption is from that 
SET... - 
The next dreadful Inſtance of God's 
hatred and indignation at YYkoredom and 
Uncleanneſs,is his raining of Fire andBrim- 
ſtone upon Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboim, &c. the cry of their lewdneſs be- 
ing ſuch, that it ſeemed to drown the 
noiſe of all other Sinsat that time. This 
is thefirſt Inſtance we meet with of Lyſts 
arriving to ſuch a prodigions height, as to 
ſeek after Unnatural Objeas, and ir 
would ſeem their Incontinence was ſo 
fherce, that they furioufly ſought after 
every opportunity, to gratifie their bru- 
tiſh defhires, eſpecially upon Strangers ; 
for they had fo mutally polluted one ano- 
ther, that it s probable their villainous plea» 
ſures that way, had loſt much of their "_ : 

or 


3 
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_ 


_ ever. 


ſervation, that God did not only puniſh 
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Nor is it-unlikely that the Comely. and 
Beautiful aſpe&t of thoſe Angels added Þ 
fewel to their flames, and it deſerves 
particular obſervation , that the whole 
City both old and young was infetted with 
this luſtful Contagion, In which they were 
ſo hardened, that neither Lor's unadviſed 
propoſal of his own Daughters (to them) 
who were more natural and fit Obje&s 
for their Luſt; nor the remarkable Judge- & 
ment of God upon them in ſtriking them Þ 
with blindneſs were able to divert them 
from their deviliſh purpole, of offering 
that unnatural abuſe to thoſe Meſſengers 
of God, who at laſt after having ſet Loe 
and his Family out of danger, be- 
came the executioners of Divine Juſtice 
upon thoſe Monſters of Impurity, and 
puniſht their luftful flames with ſtorms 
of Fire and Brimſtone, which were on- 
ly ſome precurſory drops to thoſe ſhowers 
of everlaſting fire; which makes the ſmoak 
of their torments to aſcend for ever and 


Neither ought it to paſs without ob- 


themſelves, but would have their Coun- 
try which they had polluted to remain a 
Monument of their abominable Impurity, 
and his juſt ' Judgment, ſo long as the 
world ſtands: nor would Divine Juſtice 
ſuffer Lor's VVife tro paſs unpuniſd for 
looking back upon the place which ſhe left 
with a reluancy, and could haye wiſht 
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0 have been ſpared, bot turn'd her im- 
nediately ifto a Pil/at of Salt for her diſ- 
bedience and inordinate affe&tion to her 
Kelations and Eſtate, which God had 
uſty determin'd to deftroy, and not for 
javing withheld Salt from the Angels 
jer Gueſts the night before, as the Jews 
we fabulouſly delivered. —— We ſhall 
pnclude this paſſage with theſe few Re- 
ieions, viz.That the places being converted 
mo 4 dead Sea, near which no Creature 
in live, andthe Apples and Grapes that grow 
on the banks of it, which are grateful to 
ze Eye, but when Fonch monulder into duſt, 
nd ſend forth ſtinking ſulphurecous Exhala- 
ions, ane fit Emblems to repreſent, not 
pnly the vanity, but the deadly effetts of 
thoſe hurtful and fooliſh Luſts, the ſatis- 


Drrupt Nature. 

The next Inſtance we meet with, is 
that of Zot's Inceſt with his own Daugh- 
ters, or rather their 7nceſt with him. 
This paſſage has many ſtrange Circym- 
ſtances that deſerve our obſervation. Ir 
is not improbable that the lewd Conver- 
ſation of the Sodomites had before-hand 
infected the minds of thoſe Damſels, 
for it's a hard matter totouch pitch and 
not to he defiled ; Divines are of diffe- 
rent opinions concerning thoſe Women, 
ſome believing that they had* aQuually 
been married, and others, that they were - 
only betrothed, but which ſoever of *e 
IT 


fattion of which is ſo eagerly pifſued by | | 


" 
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it was; it's certain they had loſt ' the 
Males ; and perhaps their Fathers of 
to proſtitute them to ſave his Gueſts, al 
their having been ear witneſſes at lea 
to thoſe unnatural villanies © praftis'd 
the Sodomites, might poſſeſs them wit 
extenuating thoughts of the wicked 
they had tn deſign © Yet it appears þ 
their abominable Intrigue to Intoxica 
their Father, that they durſt not pre 
pound any ſuch thing'to him when |} 
was Sober , their wickedneſs appea 
to be ſo much the greater, that they ha 
but juſt eſcap'd from that ſtorm of divir 
Wrath which over took the Sodomnres fe 
their Yile Luſts ; That they had but 
very little before ſeen their Aforher turn' 
into a Monnment of God's diſpleaſure, f 
having a hankering mind after that impu 
City, and her wicked Relations in it 5, I hi: 
they had no doubt been often times wit 
neſſes to the vexation of their Father, 
Righteous Soul at the luſtful prattiſes of th 
Sodomites, and yet all this was not abl: 
to reſtrain them from purſuing their 
clean defign, and commiting one fin to obF. 
tain the Commiſſion of another. Theli 
pretence that there was no Man left t 
come inuntothem aftcr the manner of al 
the Earth, and that therefore they wer: 
under meceſſity a of raiſing up Seed 10 thenf 
Father appears to have been an ill founded 
ſuggeſtion of the Devil, to hide their {it 


from their Eyes, for they could Not but 
ng 


a Genctal Hiſfow cf Whozng. 
Sknow that they had left mer behind them in 
Zoar, they might have ſeen from the hill, that 
the whole Country was not rumed, and thoſe di- 
vine Judgments had cnly ſwallowed up the 
ities of the Plain ; or they might ſpeedily 
hare been better inform'd by their Father, 
WT heir wickedneſs is alſo aggravated by this, 
bat as they were Siſters by Nartwe, they were 
"Wifters in [niquity, and they had no regard to 
heir own, nor their Father's good Name, 
nor the ſcandal which by this lewd prattice 
ey. gave to the Enemies of true Religion, 
he Scripture is lilent as to any Judgments 
nflited either upon their Father or them- 
elves, but informs us plainly that the iſſue 
hich they had by this Unlawfult Congreſs, 
cre accurſcd, and their poſterity like 0+ 
her ſpurious brood were mortal Enemies to 
hepeople of God, and perperually excom- 
unicated from the Church by Divine Com. 
rand, Dewt. 23. 3. And thus Lor had an e- 
ernal blemiſh fixt upon his Chaſtity, which did 
Formerly ſo much diſtinguiſh him from the 
ther Inhabitants of Sedo, atnd was pu- 
hed by being the Author of Dibarchin 
Wis Daughters hin{clf, whom he ſo raſhly 4 
red to be Dezbauched by others ; fo thar 
ve ſee raging Luſt leaps over all the bounds of 
- Waw ana Nature, and if not curbd in time 
pay riſe to a ſurprizing and prodigious height, 
a4 bring down ſinpendous Fudgments wpon 
eople and Perſons. ; 
The 20th. Chap. of Geneſis gives us another 
{tance of Abrabam's flaviſh fear and di- 
ruſt of God's Providence which had for- 
tn C merly 
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fer ana Brother to ds, he reproved hi 


raid 
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merly delivered him, and by which frail 
ty he again endangered the Chaſtity of hi 
Wife; but God took care to preſerve it by 
keeping Abimelech from touching her, tho 
he was ſo much taken with her Beauty 
and doubted not but that he might Law 
fully Marry her, he not Knowing any « 
ther, but that ſhe was realy Abrahan!'s Si 
ſter. Yet God was ſo much offended wi 
Abimelech's raſh attempt to which he wa 
doubtleſly influenc'd by his Luſt, for it ap 
pears that he had a Wife already, that 
puniſh'd him and his Family with a griey 
ous diſtemper, 2s Joſephus thinks as ſoogp* 
as he brought Sara into his Houſe, ant tl 
made all the Women belonging to hit of 
barren, or becauſe barrenneſs properly * 

ar 

ra 

Ye 


called, could not be ſo ſoon diſcovered, in 
flicted ſuch diſtempers upon them as mu 
neceſſarily occaſion barrennefs, © ſo that h 
his Unlawfull deſire of iſſue by another Man 
Wife, he was precluded of any Lawfull 1® 
ſue by his own, until ſuch time as he wJ"! 
made ſenſible of his Crime, and willing V 
reſtore Saran to Abraham. C 
In the 26th. of Geneſis we have a verſſ® 
Extraordinary Teſtimony againſt AdulrſS' 
from an Heathen Prince Abimelech King ( M4 
Gerar upon the occaſion of 1/zac's havir Ir 
from that ſame 'principle of flaviſh fe: ſo 
with his Father, called his Beautifull Wil V 
his Siſter, to avoid being killed for her ſakt 
but the Ring perceiving him ſporting mn 
familiarly with ber than *twas decent for a WP' 


ſharpl 
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ſharply for his having diſſembled her be- 
- 1;Ming his Wife, whereby he. not only endan- 
. vMgered her Chaſtity, but might have brought 
+ Mwrath upon the People for defiling another 
Man's Wife, and therefore to prevent any 
ſuch thing, he forbad any of the People 
to- meddle with 1/aac or his Wife on pain 
of death. Certainly this Heathen Prince 
will riſe in Judgment againſt thoſe pre- 
tended Chriſtians who pollute themſelves 
with promiſcuous Luſts, and. neither Account 
Fornication nor Adultery a Crime. 

The next Inſtance offer'd us is that of E- 
au, who married two Wjves;, and thoſe roo 
the Daughters of Canaan,which werea Grief 
of Soul unto his Father and his Mother; that 
- (he Married two Wives at once, conlider- 
ing his Grand-Father Avrahan's Example 
and the Cuſtom of thoſe dark and igno- 
- rant times ſeems not ſo Criminal, and 

yet his Father's pratice, who had but one, 

| 1 Ovght to have Fad more inflvence wpon 
wlbin ; but his marrying Canarifes, Profine - 
> t Women, and Heathens, contrary | to the 
Command of his Grand-Father Abraham, 
-erf49nd not only without: the Conſent but a- 
1 Mgainſt the Inclination of his Father and 
g Mother, was altogether uncxcuſable, —The 
/infl mpullive canſe which mov'd him to do 
fe$1o, we have no reaſon to doubr, was his 
ff Vngovernable Liſt, for that he was a Man 
Yo! intemperate Appetite, and by Conſe- 
quence Libidinous, 3s plain from his having 
profanely bartered away his Bijrth-Right for 
Meſs of Red Pottage when to be ſure he 
C 2 might 
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might have had. other Food in his Father ot 
Houſe, or if he had rejxQted Jacob's pro 
poſal there's no great reaton to think that 
Jacob would have been ſo unnatural as tt 
have inſiſted npon his demand, and deni 
ed neceſſary Refreſhment to his * Brother, but 
he did ſo much idolize his own Palat: 
and Appetite, that he preferred the ſec 
ſatisfaction of them to every thing elſe 
and we have the fame reaſon to think 
that his Concupiſcence was as UngovernaY” 
ble as his Stomach, and therefore he mar. lg 
ried two Canaanitiſhh Women at once t, 
ſatisfy his raging Luſt, the fulfilling © 
which he prefer'd to his Father and Mo- 
ther's good will ; and this nodoubt had no 
ſinall influence in moving the latter tofE 
ſuborn Jacob to deprive Eſau of his Bleſſing uf© 
well as of his Birth-right ; and 10s Remark: 
able that as he made a Curſed choiſe of 
his Wives, he was alſo: accurſed in his Po- 
ſterity ; who, as it appears by the Sacred 
Hiſtory became irreconcilable Enemies to 
the people of God, and were always 
their moſt Barbarous and Cruel Perſecy- 
£ors. 

Eſau's Marrying a third Wife of Iſb- 
matcl's race, while the other two were a» 
live, is another Argument of his Ur- 
bridled Luſt and Enmity to true Religion. 
Its true that Interpreters diſagree in this 
matter, ſome thinking that Eſau Married 
this Third Wife of his Father's own kin? 
dred to pleaſe him, becanſe the Daugh- 
ters of Canaan were hatefull ro him, bu 
others 


a General Hiffoz of Whd: ing. 


Fothers ſeem to have more Reaſon, who, 
think that he did it out of Contempt with 
a deſign to provoke his Parents more, by 
Ef contraQtting a new Alliance with another 
-F wicked people, who were as much Enemies 
to the Church, and as much or more ir- 
Freconcilable to his Father as the other ; 
Fſceing, 11s apparent that 1hmact mockd or 
as the Apoſtle Interprets it pcrſecnted, 7- 
aac from his very Infancy. And this far 
we ſee raging mcominency and hatred at Re- 
Whgion go hand in hand 
SW The next Inſtance that occurs to vs 1s that 
ff Jacob, who well may be charged with Poly- 
amy, 4s having four Wives at a time m- 
ead of one. The firſt occaſion of this 
pood Patriarch's tranſgrefſion in this mat- 
er, was the Wicked Craft and Deceit of 
aban his Father-in-Law, who inſtead of 
achel whom Jacob Married, bronght Leah 
Wo his Bed, and ſo was the:cauſe of Jacob's 
Digamy and Inceſt, and tho" it's true, that 
Jacob is no where Condemned in Scrip- 
ure for this, yer it's plain that he ated 
ontrary to Divine inſtitution, and he is 
eproved for it by our Saviour amongft 
.Wthers when he told the Phariſees, That 
om the beginning it was not ſo. There were 
ome, and particularly the Marichees Or 
id who inveighed againſt this Polygamy 
- pf the Patriarchs, and in very groſs 
nd foul Language accuſe them as Ihoye- 
afters and their Wives as Whores, but their 
urrilous Arguments are well anſwered by 
ruſtine againit Fanſtus and others— There 
| C 3 are 
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. certain that all the Perſons concerned were 
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are ſome who think that this Polygamy 
of the Patriarchs was by a peculiar in- 
ſtin&, and particular Diſpenſation, and 
therefore as in that caſe it conld not be 
blamable, neither can it now be ordina 
rily imitabie, the chief Reaſons they aſ. 
ſign, for their opinions are, that it wa 
permitted for the Increaſing of the Pro 
miſed Seed, that Jacob s Wives, &c. were 
acted by more than a Natural princi 
ple, and much ſelf-denial, in recommending 
their Maids to their Huband's Bed, which 
in ordinary Caſes muſt be ſuppoſed toff;1 
alienate his Aﬀection from themſelves. lr p 
the next place they obſerve that they pray jr 


"for off-ſpring by their Maids and brought ; 


up their Children upon their own knees 
It muſt be own'd that thoſe things werdff ; 
Extraordinary and Contrary to the Prat 
ftice and Principle of the generality of W, 
men ; yet it's ſtrongly preſumable, that 
there was ſomething of Cuſtom as wel 
as of [nſtindt in this matter, and that th 
people of God were polluted with the 
bad Example of thoſe amongſt whom the) 
lived. 

But however theſe things were; this it 


oa Q. © 


one way or other puniſl'd for their Con 
currence in- this Aﬀair. Laban had nd 
only the mortification to ſee his twe 
Daughters Jarr and Diſagree, and Eny) 
one another, but alſo to find his Riches anc 
Subſtance decreaſe and to be conveighed tc 
another hand ; Leah, ſhe was ſeverely pe 
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niſh'd by finding that ſhe had leſs of her 
Husbands Love than her Siſter, whoſe Bed 
ſhe had nnjuſtly defiled. Rachel was pu- 
niſh?d with barrenneſs for ſome time for 
conſenting to live with Facob as his Wife 
when ſhe knew that her Father had given 
her eldeſt Siſter - into his Bed. Jacob's life 
Wal was very uneaſy betwixt his Farring Wi- 
ves, who did each of them Envy the others En- 
yment of him ;, Nay, he was perfeQly Sub- 
jet to the Command of his Imperions 
and Beautiful Rachel, and obl}ged to take 
a third Wife to beget Children for her, and 
this laid him under a neceſſity of obli- 
ging Leah in the like manner, which as 
it muſt needs Conſume his Body he being 
now above 80 years of age, there was no 
doubt but it increaſed his care how to pro- 
vide for ſo many Wives and Children, at 
the ſame time he was alſo plagued with 
V'Y a Covetous Oppreſling Father-in-Law, and 
nf diſcontented Brethren who envied his 
'W growing rich in the World. 
thi Nor is it to be doubted but there was 
Ll frequent Quarrels among(t the Children of 
0 ſo many different Mothers, ſeeing it's Com- 
mon to find Children by the ſame Father 
and Mother often to diſagree, and this 
without doubt begot mutual Broils, Con- 
tentions, and Heats amongſt :he different 
Wives every one envying the proſperity 


- 


or good Fortune of anothers Children. . 


An Inſtance of this we have in Rachel! who 
was ſo much taken with Rexben's Mandrakes 
that there's no doubt but ſhe could have 

C 4  wiſhd 
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wish'd they had been found by one of her 
own Sons. Hencealſo we may obſerve, That 
as the Children did every one love their omn 
Mathers beſt, it muſt needs occaſion Quarrel; 
amongſt them. It's not agreed among In- 
terpreters what theſe Mandrakes were, 
ſome will have them to be Beautiful Fra 
grant Flowers, and others, that they were 
Beautiful and Delicious Apples which pro- 
mored Conception, and that therefore ' they 
were ſo much deſired by Rache!, which, if 
it were ſo, s1e was however diſappoint- 


' ed. for having agreed that her Husband 


ſhould be with Leah that night, it occa- 
ſfioned her Rival to have two Sons 
Succeſſively one after another, and alſo 
one Daughter. But as to the Mandrakes 
themſelves, Sr. Auguſtine againſt Fauſtus tells 
us, That he, has ſcen of 'em, Diligently In- 
quired into their Nature, and ſays, they were 
Apples fine to the Eye, and 'of a ſweet Scent, 
but inſepid taſte, but veryrare to be bad, and 


. on that Account alone he thought Rachel aid 


Covet them. 

The (in of Jacob and Leah, is alſo ve- 
ry legible in their puniſhment, by the foul 
Crimes of their Children Reuben and Dj- 
nah. Facoh was guilty of Inceſt with two 
Siſters, and to the great grief of his Soul, 
eternal Reproach of his Family, and ſcan- 
dal to the Neighbouring Heathen ; his Son 
Reuben committed Inceft with his own 
Coneubine Bilhah, which by the way, was 
another puniſhment upon her for conſen- 
ting to Marry one who had two Wives be- 
| fore, 
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fore, and whom ſhe had no reaſon to 
think could ever be able to perform Con- 
jugal duty to ſo many, and *tis not impro- 
bable that this made her an eaſy prey to 
the Tentation.—-Then as to Dinah, her 
being polluted by Schechem the Son of Ha- 
mor, Was another diſgrace to Jacob's Fa- 
mily, and brought a freſh ſcandal upon the 
Church, as well as ruin upon the Scheche- 
mites, whoſe deſtruQtion was occaſioned by 
the Luſtful Paſſion of their Prince, in deal- 
ing with Jacob's Daughter as with an Har- 
lot, which ſo enraged her Brethren that 
by a fraudulent Covenant they obliged the 
Schechemites to Circumciſe themſelves, came 
npon them while they were Sore, and 
put all the Males to the Sword — And thus 
Dinah was alſo puniſhed for her Conver- 
ſing with the Daughters of the Land, who 
were Idolaters and of corrupt manners ; 
her Curioſity which is io common to young 
Maids was fatal to her ſelf and many o0- 
thers, neither is there any thing better 
to be expected from thoſe Profane Feſtivals, 
Revellings and Bangquetings, which Joſephus 
thinks the Schechemites were now taken up 
with : — And that Dizah either having ſtole 
away from her Mother to ſee how the 
Daughters of the Land were adorn'd, an4 
behav'd themſelyes in their publick Dances, 
or being ſo far indulged as to have Li- 
berty to go, the Libidinous young Prince 
being taken with her Beauty, and under no 
reſtraint, but dandled by an Indulgent- Fa- 


ther, violated her Chaſtity, for which himſelf, 


his 
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In Clay towards 
his Son, and all their Male SnbjeRts quick- 
Iy after loſt their Lives, having firſt beey 
by the Juſt Judgment of God puniſh'd in 
the very Inſtrument of their Laſciviouſneſc, 
The wound as it's uſual putting them to 
great pain, and making them unable et: 
ther to refiſt or fly from Jacah's Armed Song 
and Servants ; and thus alſo the Good 
Old Man was puniſtd by the Rape of his 
only Daughter, and his bleeding wound 
ript open afresh by the Treachery and 
Cruelty of his Children. This is another 
Inſtance of a People cutoff and deſtroyed 
for Uncleanneſs 

The next thing that occurrs, 1s another 
affliction to the. Gvod Old Patriarch,. from 
the Evil Report of the Sons of his Con- 
cubines Zilpah and Bilbah, who being the 
oft-ſpring of an Unlawful Marriage were 
alſo of a Lewd Converſation themſelves, 
and according to the opinion of ſome of 
the . Hebrews, guilty of Sodemitical Impuri- 
ties ; But however, that was, this 1s plain 
from the Sacred Text, that they had an 
I fame, and with this Joſeph acquainted 
his Father, which occaſioned thetr Con- 
ſpiracy to kill Joſeph, and at laſt to ſell 
him, ſo that here Ja&b was remarkably 
puniſhd for his Polygamy ; The Chil- 
dren of thoſe Concuhines being both wick- 
ed and haters of his Children by Law- 
fal Wedlock ; and tho it be not dire@- 
ly to our purpoſe yet it may not be per- 
haps unpleaſant to the Reader to acquaint 
him that the Hebrews think Jacob was juſt 
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puniſh'd, when made to believe that the 
lood of a Kid was that of his Son Joſeph, 
&; becauſe he bad formerly deceived bis Father 
and made him to believe that he was hrs eldeſt 
Son Eſau, by putting 4 Kid's Skin about his 
Neck, &C. | 
Our next Inſtance is in Judah, who ha- 
ving left his Brethren and his Father's 
Houſe,and by Conſequence the then Church, 
and Lodging with an Aadulamite, fell in 
Love with a Canaanitiſh Woman, and Married 
her (he not then exceeding 14 Years of 
Age himſelf as Chronologers think) not 
only without his Father's Conſent, but a- 


js gainſt it, according to the Example of E- 
1. [az — How he was puniſh'd for this fault 
8 the following Hiſtory acquaints us, wiz. 


That having obliged his Son Er to an 
early and precipitant Marriage like his 
8 2wn, who being a Wicked Man, and as 
the Hebrews think, guilty of Sodomy, or as 
others of ſpilling his Seed upon the ground 


ſtroyed him. Nor was Judah any hap- 
pier in his Son Onan abovementioned, who 
| being given to his Brothers Widow 
for a Husband to raiſe up Seed to his Bro- 
ther, did maliciouſly ſpill it on the ground, 
that his —_—  — might not be 
continued ; Whereas to die Childleſs had 
not only a Tendency to the decay, and 
ruin of the Family, but was alſo look'd 
upon as Reproachful, and therefore it is 


the opinion of Divines, *that that tempo- . 


rary Law was conſtituted Deur. 25. 5. The 


Rabbins 


as his Brother Onan did, the Lord de- ' 


27 


An Eſſay towards 


Rabbins according to their fabulons man 
ner, alledge, That Onan did this becayſ 
he would not have Thamar”s Beauty ſpoil. 
ed by bearing Children, but whatever trutj 
there be in that, 'tis certain that God de. 
ſtroyed him for "that Impurity, and fruſtra. 
fing the End of Nature, which 1s next akin 
to Mugther if not a ſpecies of it, ſecing it de- 
ffroyed that which was potentially a Man « 
Woman. 

But J-dab's puniſhment does not ceaſe 
here, he is plagued with raging Luſt in 
his own advanced years, and being a Wi- 
dower did inceſtuouſly pollute his own 
Davghter-in Law Thamar, whom he took 
to be a Common Harlot, by which hein. 
cored a perpetual diſgrace, and brought 
an Indelible blot upon his Memory. From 
that Hiſtory we may plainly alfo perceive 
that Adultery was held a Capital Crime even 
amongſt thoſe Canaanites, ſeeing Judah or- 
dered his Davghter-in-Law who was in a 
manner betrothed to his third Son Shelah 
to be burnt : Nay, and that the Crime 
which is called ſimple Fornication Was aC- 
counted ſhamefull amongſt them, ſeeing, 
when he ſent his Friend to redeem the 

tedges which he had left with Thamar, 

t could neither find,her nor them, he 
ſaid, Let her take them ty her, leſk we be aſh- 
med. Thamar's fa& ſome have endeavou- 
red to excufe, becauſe fay they, It did 
not proceed from Incontinence, but to re- 
venge her-ſelf vpon her Father, for not 
giving her Shelah to Husband as he had 

pro- 
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romiſed ; and others alledge that ſhe had 
Miome knowledge that the Meſſiah Thould.de- 
fend from Judah, and therefore defired 
to be impregnated by him, but neither 
pf theſe Excuſes are ſufficient, and there- 
fore we find that ſhe was puniſh'd with a 
perpetual Widowhooda for her Incontinence z 
- alſo by a dangerous and monſtrous 
Birth of twins, who ſeemed toſtrive which 
F of them ſhould be ſooneft rid of their 
* we Mother, and by that means con- 
tributed to render the Memory of their 
Father and Mothers Crime immortal. 

The next Scripture Inſtance is of. a 
mixt Nature, and contains a Glorious Tri- 
umph of Chaſtity in the Perſon of Joleph, 
againſt the Tentations of his Laſcivious M1- 
ſtreſs, by embracing of which, he might 
not only have ſatisfied the javenile heat of 
Concupiſcence, but alſo have expecaed 
Riches, Prefermeat, and what not by means 
of a Woman of her Qualit 5 and opportu- 
nity to fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh with 
Secrecy and Impunity, the Repeated attacks 
which ſhe made upon him, his abſence and 
waſft Expulſion from his Father's Family, 
which then contain'd the yifible Church 
the Impure Example of the Egyprians, and 
the unayoidable danger which he muſt 
needs foreſee he threw himſelf info, by 
reliſting her Unlawful deſires, ſt his Vi- 
Qory off with the givarer- Lzjtre,and depaints 

r Crime in Biker Colours , my that 
ſame Hiſtory which rewards his Chaſtity 
with immortal Fame, pimiſhes ber Unclean= 
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eſs with eternal diſgrace, and Brands her 


with a ſort of Rape contrary to the Cum - 
mon Courſe of the Sex, and with abomina ,. 
ble Gruelty in accuſing the Innocent youth + 
of her own Crime, for which he was ſhut 
up in Priſon and brought in danger of ,, 
his Life; ſuch is the Rage of diſappointed of 
Luft. The Rabbins alledge that ſhelf .. 
feigned her ſelf to be ſick, or really might Ml 
be ſo thro* her burning Luſt as Annnl þ 
was for Tamar, and finding that all her Ee 
Solicitations by words could not do, or-W 
der'd it ſo as he ſhould find her a Bedi x 
in a Room where he frequented, think-W £ 


ing thereby to add Strength to the Tentation, 
and if that would not do, was reſolved 
to make uſe of Force, which ſhe did al- 
ſo attempt, but in vain. Andit is alſo re- 
markable, that her Husband, tho'no doubt 
incens'd upon heraccuſing Foſeph, yet wa 
ſo far over-rul'd as to abſtain. from vio+ 
lence towards him, and *tis not at all to 
be doubted, but when Joſeph's extraordine- 
ry Favour in the Court of Heaven, ad- 
vanced him to the Court of Pharaoh, but 
this Unchaſte Woman, if then alive, became 
a Curſe and a Reproach, or if dead that het 
memory became Vile and Contemptible. 
This paſſage brings naturally to my mind 
that well known Reflection upon the Re- 
formation here in England, by ſome looſe 
Perſons, vjz. That it came from Henry VIIIs 
odpiece, which opprobrious ſaying, was 
robably invented by Enemies to our Re- 
Igton, and as there's no doubt but that 
Princes 
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Princes' Incontinence gave him occaſion to 
Fnquire into the Pope's Power, . and af- 
terwards to break it when he opposd ns 
divorce, ſo we ſee it 1s no new thing for 
God to bring about his own holy and pure 
deſigns, by the I mpure and Wicked deligns 
of Mortals, for here this Woman's Incor- 
tinence occaſion'd Joſeph's Impriſonment, 
where becoming acquainted with ſome of 


| Pharaob'sCourtiers then under diſgrace,that 


gave occaſion to his being -ſeat for to 
Court, and laid the Foundation of that 
Deliverazce which the Church of God had 
from an Univerſal Famine by his means. 

| ſhall conclude this Hiſtory of Jyeph 
with oge obſervation, that as he is Re- 
corded to poſterity for a Mirror of Chaſtt- 
ty, we don't find that he was ſo much as be. 
tainted with digamy or polygamy, as his Fa- 
ther and Great Grand-Father were, whoſe 
Examples herein, tho? they were Holy men, 
he never followed, and this is the more 
Remarkable becauſe his Dignity and Pow- 
er in the Land of Egypt fturnih'd him 
with all thirigs neceſlary for Pampering the 
Fleſh, and afforded him an opportunity of 
keeping as many Wives and Concubines as 
he _ and yet we find he contented 
himſelf with one, by which alſo we may 
perceive that thy? a Pattern of Chaltity,. 
yet he accounted Lawfull Marriage and 
Procreation of Children no violation of 
<4 the Mad PFopiſh 2ſonks would pretend 
to do, 
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The next Inſtance we have of Divint 
Jadgment upon Uncleanneſs is in the py: 
niſhment inflicted upon Reuven, and pro- 
phetically foretold by his Father Zacob in 
his laſt words unto his Children, or in hi 
laſt Will and Teſtament. as ſome are plex 
ſed to call it. The Judgment pronounce 
againſt Rexubes is this, Unitable as Wate 
thou ſhalt not excell becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy 
Father's Bed, then defiled'ſt thou it, he wen 
up to my Conch, &c, Chronologers Reck- 
on, that this was 40 years after Reuben's 
Inceſt with his Father's Concubine Bilhah, 
and tho? Reuben had no doubt repented ot 
his Crime and was thereupon pardon'd hy 
God and his Father ſo as to he continu: 
ed both in the Church and in his Father's 
Family, yet now his iniquity is called to 
remembrance by his dying Parent, who 
puts Reuben to ſhame afreſh before all his 
Brethren, and declares it to be the Will 
of God, that Reuben ſhould be, deprived 
of his Birth-right becauſe of his Impuri- 
ty, and that whereas being the Eldeſt 'Son 
he ought of right to have expe&ed rhe 
Prieſthood, Royalty, . and Preeminence over hy 
Brethren 5 he is now told that he ſhould 
ot excel, that is, he and his Poſterity 
ſhould neither be conſiderable for Srrengrh, 
Valour, nor Number, and the cauſe 1s fſub- 
joyned becauſe he was Unſtable as Water 
and had defiled his Father's Bed, or had 
been acted by ' his Impetuous and Raging 
Luſt like an. inundation of Warer which 
over-flows its Banks and drowns, the Coun- 
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try; and thus, as E/ax loſt his Birth-right 
hy one 'ſort_of Profanity, "Reuben loſt ir 
by another ; and as he had reſembled an 
nM 1oundation of Water for Fury and Inſta- 
nl bility, ſo God porred him; out, like Wa+ 
24. and made. his ſtate Unſtable ; and this 
ed Judgment was pronounced in the hearing 
of - all his Brethren as the laſt and irre- 
h yocableWill of God and his Father ; which, 
MW there's no reaſon. to doubt, ſer it home 
8 with the greater, pungency upon. Reubex's 
8 Soul ; and eſpecially becauſe not only he 
+ W himſelf, but his Poſterity alſo was ſet np 
o Was a Monument of God's Judgment againſt, 
by locontinence. There are fome who fabu- 
uv. louſly. aſſert, that _ Jacob being well vers'd 
"i in. Aſtronomy, did read the deſtiny of 
ro his Sons in the Stars, where they will 
10 WM have the prognoſtication of all humane E-. 
15 vents to be writ down as in a Book ; but : 
1 {WM the Event hath verified that he wasaQed by 
d 4 more infallible Author. jk 

| The next thing that offers. it If to 
our Conſideration ,15 the Sentence, pro-" 
nounc'd againſt . Simeov and Levi, who 
were Brethren to "Renben by Leah, joyned' 
to Jacob as hath been formerly obſerved by : 
Unlawfull Wedlock: -— And that which 
makes the Curſe inflited upon 'them fit 
for . our Remark 'is this, viz. ' That *it was” 
occaſioned by their Cruelty 'agatnſt * the 
Schechemites, of whichthe Rape'committed 
upon their Siſter Dinah was the procu- 
ring Cauſe ; ſo that it comes. naturally to 
be taken notice of as one of the Judgments 
3 which 
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which was theg..Conſequence of Luſt. The 
porport of their Sentence was, Thet th 
- . ſhould be divided in Jacob- and diſperſed in ll- 
rael. A very proper puniſhment for thoſe 
who commit_ Crimes againſt the being of 
humane Society, to be ſcattered up and 
down upon the face of the Farth : And If 
we may glve Credit to the Conjefures 
of the Learned, their Poſterity inherited 
their Fathers Cruelty; for the Levires, that is 
to ſay, the order of Prieſthood, and deſcen- 
dants of Lev, condemned Jeſus. Chriſt ; and 
Judas who betray'd him, being as they ſay, 
- of the Tribe of Simeon, both thoſe Tribes 

had' a hand in that Condemnation, which 
was the moRt cruel and unjuſt Sentence 
that ever was pronounced in the World. 

The next thing which we find in the 
Sacred [Records relating to'6ur Subje& is, 
Thar God to Teſtify his abhorrence of 
this ſin. of; Uncleanneſs, gives it as the 
7th. precept to his peculiar People, 1/-ac|, 
that they ſhould not commit Adultery ; un- WW 


--- der.,which . Term, UncleatgeG. of every ti 


. fort is forbidden ; and being the 7th. inWa 
order it would ſeem that the Divine Law-W h: 


"giver did"thereby intimate.that they ſhould Ml be 


be as Irequent and particular in the Re-MW w 
membrance. of this precept as they were toi fu 
be of ſanftifying every Seventh Day, which W 
- "tho it were appointed for a reſt, 'yet ther iſ 2. 
were hereby given to-underſtand that they iſ 24 
were not to ſpend this Day in Chamber-Wra 
- 10g and Wantonneſs, nor make it the prin- {Di 
cipal Day -of their impure Aſfignations as Wplc 
Wh Bp nl onr 
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our Modern Debanchees do ,, and tho? this 
pt was promulgated from Mount $;- 

”4; with the fame ſolemnity of Thunder 
and Lightning as the relt of the Law was, 
yet God wou!d have his people fo pun- 
val in the obſervation of it, that he ad- 
ded a further ſanQion to it, , by appoint- 
ing particular puniſhments for the various 
manners of breaking it” : as he that enticed 
and defiPd Virgin ſhould certainly take her 
to Wife ; but if her Father would not 
conſent to ir, the Perſon that defilted her 
ſhould pay her Doury ; but if the Yirgiz 
were betrothed and defiled in any place 
where ſhe might have help upon crying 
out, then both Parties were to be put to 
death ; but if the betrothed Yirgin were 
ſurprized in the field, or where the could 
not have help npon crying out, then the 
Man was only to ſuffer death, Exod. 22. 
16, Dent. 22. from 14 to the cud, but in caſe 
any Man were found lying with another 
Mans Wife, then both the offending Par- 
ties were to be ſtoned to Death ; and,if 
any Husband could prove that his Wite 
had plaid the Whore with another Man 
before his Marriage to her, ſhe was like- 
wiſe t> be ſtoned to death —— And as a 
further Evidence of God's deteſtation of 
Whoredom, it was appointed Demr. 23. 
2. That no Baſtard ſhould enter into the Congre- 
gation of the Lord, even to bus tenth Gent» 
ration : Nay, ſo great was the care of the 
Divine Law-giver to haye his ſcle& Peo- 
ple ſtritly Chalte and Continent, thar he 
| D 2 orders 
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' orders them to provide againſt all occa- 


A Poor Heathen Poet could ſay, 
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ſions of Laſciviouſneſs, or Incontinence in 
their very Apparel, and - particularly - in 
the 22. of Deut. and 12. he commands 
them to make Fringes upon the four Cor- 
ners of their Garments, which ſome Com: 
mentators underſtand to be Points or Laces 
to faſten them ſo that their Nakedneſs might 
not be diſcovered on any occaſion, Breech- 
es not_being then i uſe. 1n that ſame Chap- 
ter Men are forbid to, wear Womens Ap- 
parel, or Women Mens, leſt thereby there 
ſhould be an opportunity given to- pro- 
miſcuons Luſts, ' By this, Effeminate Fops 
and Maſculine Virago's are alſo rebuk'd : 
Nay, Common Reaſon teaches us to de- 
ſpiſe and abhor” ſuch Unnatural Monſters, 


Ouem preſtare poteſs mulicr galcata pudo- 
rem 


Oue fugit a ſexu. 


What Modeſty can we expe&t to ſee 
In Women Armed like Soldiers Cap-a ptc. 


The Almighty is very particular. in Ex0- 
dig, Leviticu:, and Deuteronomy, In enume- 
rating the different ſorts of Uncleanneſfs, 
which he would have his People to avoid, 
and after having forbid under ſevere Penal- 
ties thoſe more uſual methods of Tran/preſſing 


. the Seventh Commandment, he forbids "Mar- 


riage within ſuch and ſuch degrees pf Con- 
ſanguinity, lays reſtri&ions upon thi uſe of 
the 
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the Marriage-Bed it ſelf ; and becauſe our 
nature is. ſo deprav'd, that when Luſt has 
the Reins laid on, its Neck, it puts Man- 
kind upon the ſearch of Unnatural Methods 
to ſatisfy it, the Divine Goodneſs con- 
ſults our Welfare ſo muchas to make thoſe 
things plainly appear to be ſinful to us by 
his prohibition, which Nature it ſelf at 
firſt Glance would have taught us to be 
ſo, if we did but make uſe of Common 
Reaſon : And therefore the approaching to 
a Woman in her Uncleanneſs ;, and Beſtiality, 
or Unnatural Commxtion with Creatures of 
another kind, Crimes which ought to have 
been Buried in perpetual Oblivion, whoſe 
very Names ſtrike Nature with fear and 
horrour, are expreſly forbid, and the ve- 
ry Brutes as well as the Man or Woman 
were ordered to be cut off for having ſuffer- 
ed ſuch a tranſgreſſion of the Law of Na- 
ture ; and that the People might take the 
more care to obſerve both thoſe: poſitive 
and Negative precepts, he tells them that 
for ſuch Abominations the Canaarites were 
to be driven out before them and cut 
olf. 
It is alſo worth our Notice, that the 
Explanation of this Seventh Commandment 
is more at large ſet down in the Sacred 
; Scriptures, than that of any other of the 
Commandments, and that the [aw-giver 
knowing the Frailry of humane Nature, 
hath been particularly Caretull and Indul- 
. Beat in the methods appointed for Pre- 


ſervation of Chaſtiry, as well as Juſt in the 
| D 3 methods 
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m<thods for diſcovering and puniſhing In- 
continence. 

The Liberty allow'd the Iſraelites in 
their divorces and the privilege that a new 
Married Man had of not being obliged 
to go to War the firſt year, are ſufficient 
proofs of the Lenity of the Law-giver, 
and that no Perſon could pretend any Ju- 
ſtihable reaſon. for their 1rconrinence. 
years time for a Man and a Woman to 
cohabit was ſufficient to eſtabliſh their 
mutual Love, and to. prevent that Lubri- 
city of the fleſh which is diſcoverable up- 
on firſt Marriage, and might endanger the 

Womans. Chaſtity if too ſoon deprived 
of her Husband, and the Man's alſoif all 
of a ſudden taken from his Wife, eſpe- 
cially to follow a Military Employmenr, 
which generally abounds with Tentations to 

Incontinence, and many other Crimes— And 
 anſweradvle to this is the Command of the 
Apoſtle, That the Husband ſhould pay all 
due benevolence to the Wife, and that they 
ſhould not defraud one another but with Con- 
fent for a time, leſt Satan tempt them for their 
Incontinence. 

Chaſtity was ſo ſtrictly enjoyned unto this 
ſelect people of God, that they were not only 
forbid to ſuffer any of their Daughters to be 
Whores, or any of their Sons to be Whore- 
Maſters, as ſome think the word which 
in our Tranſlation Deut 23. 17. is Sodo- 
mites, ought to be 'rendered, but all man- 
ner'of immodeſty was ſtrialy forbid ; and 
therefore if any Woman ſeeing her Hus- 


band 


A 
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hand and another Man a Quarrelling, ſhould 
beſo - impudent in her- Fury or Paſſi- 
on as to take rhe other Man by the Se-- 
of Parts to oblige him to forbear Quar- 
rellipg_with lief+ Husband, her hand was 
to be cut off withour any pity, tho” eve- 


ry Mati-knows that a Preſſure or Gripe id 


thoſe parts would quickly Force her Hus- 
band's Antagoniſt to quit the Fray, —- 
And by much more reaſon would thoſe 
Judges have Condemned Women who 
put their hands to thoſe partsupon a Luſt- 
ful Account, 

The Trials appointed in the Levitical 
Law to find 'out whether the Jealovfie of 
the Husband- was well founded, was like- 
wiſe admirably Accommodated* for the 
Clearing of the Innocent, and 'condemn- 
ing the Guilty. The Tokens of Virginity 
which the Learned tell us never failed in 
that Climate, were a Convincing proof 
of the Brides being a Maid or otherwiſe, 
and therefore the Linen in which the 
Bridegroom and ſhe lay the firſt night was 
carefully kept by the Parents of the Bride, 
and taken from the Bed before proper 
Witneſſes, as a ſecurity for their Dapgh- 
ters Honour. If the accuſation were found 
falſe, the Husband was to be Chaſtis'd and 
Fin'd in an Hundred Shekels cf Silver to 
the Father of the Damſel, and if it was 
found to be true, ſhe was to be ſtoned fo 
Death for having wrought folly 1n Iſrael ; 
{o that there's no doubt but” this Cuitom 
had 'a mighty influence upon Parents to 
| |? 3 watch 


| AnEfſythwards 
watch carefully. over their Daughters, and 
onthe Virgins themielves to preſerve their 
Chaſtity. 55 by 
The Trial to find out, whether .a Wo- 
man had committed © Adultery after Mar- 
riage, was yet more ſolemn and terrible, 
as: may be ſcen ' in the. 5th.. of. Numbers, 
from the 711th. to the 31ſt. Verſe, And 
ſeeing the' effect of the bitter Water which 
the Woman was to drink on that occa- 
fion, was altogether Supernatural, , zz, to 
make her fruitful if Innocent,. and her 
Belly to ſwell and Thigh to rot if guil- 
ty, it-plainly- demonſtrated that. God him- 
ſelf, was the: Patron of Chaſtity, and Reven- 
ger of Adultery, and the Perſon: found 
guilty upon this occaſion becoming a curſe 
among, the- people, it ſhews. how odious 
and- abominable that Crime then was in 
the Eyes of Man as well as in the Eyes 
of God ; and there's no doubt butthis had 
a very great influence upon Women: to 
be Loyal t2 their  Huzbands, and careful to 
avoid giving *em any occaſion of Jealoyſic. 
It's -probable that the, Trial of Adultery by 
the Fiery ordeal, .;er Javing ſo many hot 
Bars of Iron upon the ground, Covering 
the Woman's Eyes, and making her-go c- 
ver them with her bare Feet, which ſhe 
burnt 1t Guilty, and came off without a- 
ny hurt if Innocent, was an Apiſh 1I- 
mitation of this ſolemn and ſevere Jewiſh 
Trial, as many,other of the Popiſh Super- 
ſtitions are fooliſh and unwarrantable Imi- 
tations of the Jewiſh Ceremonies ; but as 
5; they 
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hey. have. not the. Divine Inſtitutiqn for 


their Warrant, they"come always ftiort 6F 


the deſired coffe, "arid. turn to. the" dif-" 
0 Ace "of '-the- Inventers and 'Praditiv- 


_L:. -, "pd | 
"tr alfo deſerves _ onr* obſervation ''thar 
i flux. of the. Natural Seed in Man; the 
menſtrva in Women, and their ordinary 
porgations after Child -beating, rendred 
n ,unfic for publickworſhip, and were 
accounted unclean. Nay even the very Law- 
ful AQ betwixt Man and Wife 'went un- 
der that denomination /; becaufe, as its well 
bſefved” by Divines, * the Corrvprion of 
Nathre 'is more apt to diſcoyerit felf in 
that Lawfull at, than perhays in any o- 
ther, and becauſe Original Corruptian ts 
*Conveyed unto vs in 'our firſt Conception 
*by that very ſubſtance whereof ws are 
*made. 
"The next ſcriptural Inſtance that Oc- 
cars, is in the 25th. of NVaxbers, where 
we have .an account that the Atabires and 
Midjanites being afraid of the Children of 
Ifrzel,” the King of the, 1oabires ſeri for 
Balaam, a falfe Prophet and Enchanter, to 
Cutfe them, that he might the more eaſfly* 
evall over them ; but ZBalaar finding thar 
It was rot. in his 'power to Curſe thoſe 
whom God. had Bleſſed, gave them advice 
to ſend out their Beautifhl VWemen among 
the 7ſraelires to tempt them ro Unelean- 
neſs; which if they could, he knew that'ir 
would 'render them- odious in the hight of 
their Holy God, and bring 'down Judgments 
A | - © oPÞON 
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upon themfrom the Almighty hand. of 5, 
vah, who had given them ſuch Laws for th 
preſervation of their Chaſtity as diſtinguilM 
ed them from the polluted Nations of til, 
Earth. . We mult take notice by the way, 
that the: Moabires were. the Deſcendants < 
Lotr's Inceſtuous Brood by one of his Pavuyl. 
ters, and tis very probable that they: 100| 
upon promiſcuous Copulations to be ſufficient 
ly Authoriz'd by the unhappy'llip of th 
Good man, which together with their 7! 
to ſave their Country, made them read; 
enough to proſtitute themlelves to. the ]; 
raclites=And they notwithſtanding the pro. 
hibition and Laws of that God who ha 
choſen them for his peculiar people, cal 
ed them. his firſt born, deſtroyed the Fygy 
tians and Amorites for their fakes, and x 
he told them himſelf, becauſe of ſuch pol 
lutions, yet they, whom Balaam's Magict 
could not Enchant, were ſo much bewitch- 
ed with Luſ# towards 'the Daughters d 
Moab, that they firſt committed, Whore 
dom with them, and. then committed | 
dolatry to pleaſe them z ſo ealie and naty 
ral 1s the tranſition from. a wicked. Life to «i 
falſe Religion. " | 

This Lewd and Uggratefull Preftice did 
quickly kindle the Anger of the Lord # 
gainſt them, which was no other way. to 
be expiated but - by the. Death "of . thoſk 
who had been Ring-Leaders of this Unclear 
neſs and Idolatry, and, therefore God Com: 
manded the Judges and Magiſtrates by the 


- Mouth of his Servant Moſes, every one to ſto 


ſlay 
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"fy thoſe Ring-Leaders and Heads of the 
xeople in their own Juriſdiction, who had 
xllated themſelves, and to hang them up 
Woainſt the/Sun, in the face of which they 
ad | committed theſe Abominations ; fo 
at a  Thoxſand. of thoſe profane Great 
nen were hanged, as the Learned do com- 
ate, and 7 wenty Three Thouſand of the Com- 
ople were conſumed. by the Plague 
ir Whoredom. 

- In this General Inſtance of Uncleannefſs 
ere is one more particularly faken no- 
ice of by the Scripture, vjz. That of Zjm- 
4 Prince of the Tribe of Simewr, with 
ozb4 the Danghter of a Prince of Midian. 
By the reading it would feem that this 
an was ſo far beſotted with his Zxſtfidt 
Paſſion, as neither to regard the Command 
pt-God for hanging up other Great men 
hat, were guilty of the like Crime, nor 


l-Whe hand of God which ws gone out a- 
dWzinſt the Common People,deſtroying thoſe 
dy a burning Plague who juſt before were 


of God's Anger, and while the Congre- 
zation were all in Tears for their Sins and 


wrath of God and inſult over the Calami- 
es'of the people, he brought his A11di- 
niſh Whore in the ſight of Aofes and all 
he Congregation into his Tent, ' #4 as 


he Lord did purſue him with as Remarka- 
the Wle-2 Judgment, by ſturring - up Phinehas 
; (0880 go beyond the ordinary bounds of his 

| Vocation 


burning in their Luſts,. but in the very' 


Judgments, as if he wonld out-brave the 
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emade: himſelf thus a Remarkable Shmer, | 


* cur. in it, as” here Phinehas did with Moll” 
ſes. Þ: 
The: horrid "advice of Balaam before 
mentioned,-puts me in mind 'of the Coun 
ſel which [Cardinal JZazarine is generally Ju 


charged with -as to England, viz. That g G 


% we 


. In Eſſay towarts. | 

Vocatioh and become Execntioner- of hf 
Juſtice npon this Luſtfall-G allant, whom t be 
gether with his Whore; he thruſt throuyWos 
with his Javelin ; ſo that inſtead of ſend 01 
ing a Prieſt. to give him abſolution, Golf V 
Commiſſioned a Prieſt to be the MeſſeyW de 
ger of diſpatching him to everlaſting flan 9 
in, the- very.mids of his own Tmpure flame 
and while not-only the names of Coma 
Sinners, but even. thoſe of other Great mt 
who were hanged for the ſame Cri 
are buried in oblivion,' the Name of thi 
Prince and his Tribe -are' conveyed dom 
to Poſterity to perpetuate the Memory of hi 
bac bd his Remarkable Zeal of Phi 
has was ſo well pleaſing to God, that tiff 
Plague amongſt the People did immediate '" 
ly ceaſe upon It. | 
It's an obſervation naturally deducib tl 
from this paſlage, that: the” Chief Magill © 


ſtrate ought: to puniſh Great Afen in a th 
Exemplary manner for ſuch Great an G 
Heinous Crimes as Whoredom and Idolatry of 
- Here the.;great ones are hung vp befor ” 
the Sun, while Sinners of a lower rank a be 
ſuffered to rot by a Commbn 'Contagion h; 
From"hence alſo we may obſerve, The $ 


then a Reformation ' may have proſpett 
Succeſs when Miniſters and Magiſtrates cor R 
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» beſt way to make - us Papiſts,, was, to debaxchy 
of our: Morals, particularly . by Whoredom. We" 
8 find by the Inſtance juſt now: related, that 
Uncleanneſs is a ſtrong attraQtive' tor ]- 
dolatry, and whether the Lewd Example 
of the Court which overſpread the Nation: 
with Debauchery, did not very much. pro- 
mote the -Popiſh Intereſt in former Reigns, 
and likewiſe lay the Folindation for that 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Socinianiſm which doth 
ſo much abound in this (now that the 
Debauchees cannot find their - Account in 
Popery) let Experience teſtify. 
- If the Advocates of Lechery ſhould 'objett, 
WF that the puniſhments abovementioned were 
toi inflicted upon the People becauſe of their 
(dolatry, and not upon the Account of 
their Infamous Commerce with the Davgh- 
texs of Midian ; it is eafie to | anſwer 
them that they were puniſh'd for beth in 
Conjunction; and the Apoltle in the firſt 
of Corinthians, 10. and 8. aſſigns their For- 
nication as the Cauſe of their Judgments ; it 
being indeed the Original Cauſe, and as 
has been ſaid already, Whoredom' and I- 
dolatry have a Natural Tendency to'one 
another, and therefore Cardinal Mazarine's 
Receipt abovementioned for perverting 
Proteſtants to be Papiſts, may. very well 
paſs with a probatum eſt, 
if [here's one thing more to be taken no- 
tice of in this Inſtance, and that -is, the 
1} J2dgments which this Whoredom brought 

upon the A4dianites as wellgas upon the 
2 Siuldren of 1/rael. It is well enough ay 

| at 
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that Corrupt Nature is prone enough tilllwas 
Revenge, | and there's little reaſon to don 
but the Jſraclites were incens'd enonghy 
gainſt ' thofe of Aſjdian for this Great |: 
pury\they had done them, yet the Almigh 
ty thought fit to whett their Revenge an 
Commanded them ro Yex the Midianity 
and $mite "them, becauſe they vexed them mii 
their Wiles,” and btguil'd them in the matter 
Peor and Cozbi, that is by enticing then 
to | Idolatry and Whoredom, Peor bein 
the Mountain where the 'Midianitiſh Bud 
was worſhipped, for Baal was an Appel: 
lative Name to. Heathen Idols, as Mary 
to the-Popiſh ones, but diſtingui{h'd by the 
places where the moſt Famous Statnes or 
Pitures/ of 'em were worſhiped, as our 
Lady of ' 'Lorerro, Lady of Pragye, cM"! 
now a"days. ; 

So that | here's a War declared again 
Midian with as good Authority and © for 
as. great and weighty Caufes as ever any 
War was declared under Heav'n. 

The Execution of which we have an 
account of in the'31. Chap. where it's re- 
commended unto Moſes as the laſt Mili- 
tary Exploit that ever he was to perform 
to Avenge the Lord and the Children & 
Iſrael of the Midianites, which was accord- 
ingly done by an Army Contemptible for 
Number, viz. 12000 Men, who deſtroyeda 
Numerous People, Governed by 5 Kings, 
put all their Males to the edge: of the 
Sword, their Kings not excepted, and a- 
mongſt the reit Z3alaa the falſe Prophet 
was 


au ih, in. ov ww = a. 


a General Hiſtow of TWhozine: 
ras flain as a juſt reward for his pernici- 
oueons Council, * and fo the Riches which he 
Wc rd and was ſo covetous of, that for 
Fe 'Lncre of *em he*would aft contrary to 
God's' Expreſs Command, became a prey 
Mito the //raclizes againſt whom he had gt- 
ven foch Helliſh advice. 
| It is alſo obſervable that Phinchas who had 
formerly ſignalized his Zeal, is ſent along 
with-the Troops, which was both a great 
Honour to him and an Encouragemenh to 
hem as fighting under the Auſpices of 
fleaven, and had it heen otherwiſe they 
could never poſfibly have Conquer'd ſuch 
a great People as the Mz3atamtes' appear 
whve been 3 by the Number of the Wo- 
men, ſaved that had never known Man, 
21x. 32000, their Sheep which were 675000, 
heir Beeves 72000, and Aſſes 61000; fo 
that God powred Contempt upon that Ef- 
feminate Whoring Nation in deſtroying 
them by ſuch an Inconſiderable Number 
of men. | 
"It's alſo to be obſerved that Moſes was 
very Angry with the Captains for having 

yed all the Women, and the reaſon gi- 
ven. for it, is this, Becauſe they had en- 
ticed the Children of acl, firſt ro Whore. 
dom and then” to Idolatry-; and therefore 
he Commanded every Woman who had 
known a Man to be deſtroyed, and 
thus thoſe Women who thought to have 
ie Mfav'd their Country by Proftituting them- 
2. W{{lves, did thereby accelerate the deſtru- 
et (ion of themſelyes and their Country too 
Is an 
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1 the, : ae Men who conſentgd; 
zhis; Hellifh- Stratagem.. of expoſing the 
Wives,-to. ſave themlelves did thereby. pr 


cuxe the ruin. of both, . and their Virgin 
became a-prey.to the fon oa 

"The juſt hatred of God, againſt, this [x 
pre Natiou.;appears likewiſe- in this, the 
thair-Furnitore, Gold, -SUver, &c..was n 
to--be-- made uſe of 'by the Iſraelites ,'il 

pergfied.-by Fire.and Water, according 
the nature, of.: the: thing ;: ſo abominah 
in the }Eyes 'of God are all tbofe things ſys 
ted with the Fleſh. 

There-are ſome who make an. exception 
to. the, truth of this Hiſtory: of. the Tot; 
deſtrucion of the Midianites becauſe the 
afterwards invaded 7/#ael: in great Mult: 
tudes in ;Gigeorrs time, but, the ſolution 
cate -; by. the Total deſtruftion _ may | 
meant that of the Generality ;:or ſome 9 
them mght eſcape to; the Neighbouring 
Xations, "and return again with Forcig 
Colonics to. re-inhabig-their defolate Coun: 
ry, which the 1/raclites were not; to ſity 
in,, but preſs'd forward towards/the. Land 
of. Canaan, and ſo the new, Tohabjrants a- 
ſuming} the Name of, the Country might 
Invade the; 1/; aclites. in the days of Gut 
ON. 

We have ſeen. the deftrufion of Mr 
-dian, occalioned by their Uncleanneſs,” but 
that of the ; Moabites was. reſpited for a 
while, becauſe they were the off-ſpring of 
Tet : Of ſuch advantage is it to be deſcended 
of Godly Parents, tho” in an illegal manner. 
Wwe 
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We- have already conſidered Inceſtuous 
and Unlawfull Marriages, as they were for- 
idden to the 1/raelizes, whom God would 
tate diſtinguiſh'd from other Nations, not 
only in reſpet of the purity of their Mo- 
$i ek even in their Apparel, Hair, and 


think ; And we. come now to conſider 
thoſe Inceſtuous Marriages and Promiſcu« 
bus Copulations, as the Cauſes of the de- 
ſtruction of the - Egyprians, amongſt whom 
they had dwelt ; and of the Canaanites, 
in whoſe Land they were to dwell, as-it is 
particularly expreſſed in the 18th Chapter 


hy of Leviticus. - It's true that all along in the 
he Book of Exodus the Chief Crime of the Egyp- 
1.WY 11s taken notice of, 15,Oppreſſi9n and Per- 
5 ſecation ; bur, as we have ſaid before, Per- 


by ſecution and Uncleanneſs are Generally 
Companions ; and we find that the mul- 
tiplication of the Hebrews was one great 
-" Cauſe of the Envy and Hatred of the E- 
o Fptians towards them, which bring the 
uſual Bleſſing and Reward of Chaſtity was 
a ſevere Reproof to the Laſeivious E- 
"Wl Ptians, which no doubt did heighten their 
WM Enmity to the Children of I/rac!.-—And by 


2, be Propher's Reproof in the 20. and 23. . 


Chapters of PFzekze!, That 1/rae! had plaid 
the Harlot in the days of her Youth, when 


fon to think, that too ton many of the4{/-ae- 
of} es were infected with the corrupt Exam- 
ple of the Zryrrians, who for their Pro- 
miſcvous Venery are Compared to Aſſes 

f and 


able Cuſtoms: as Maimonides and others: 


ſhe was in the Land of Egypr ; there's rea- ' 
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and Horſes, by the Prophet, in theſe word 
Whoſe Members are as the Members of Afſe, 
and whoſe I{ſue is as the Iſſue of Horſes. Hi 
ſtorians tell vs, That it was uſual amongf 
the Egyptians for Brothers and Silters to 
Marry cogether ; and that they made z 
Statute for the Lawfulneſs of it, becauſe ]. 
fi: their Goddeſs was Married to her Bro 
ther Oſiris, Then ſecing the 1ſraelires had 
convers'd amongſt them 200 Years, and 
had not only ſeen but learned their Cor. 
rupt manners, and been witneſles to al 
the plagues inflited upon them on tha 
Account, there could not be a more pro 
per Caution given them, than to bewart 
of their Practices. - It is alſo to be obſer 
ved that the Arabians, amongſt whom the 
Iſraclites wandered, married none but their 
own Kindred ; That the Perſians held 
it Lawfull for the Fathers to marry with 
their Daughters ; and the Parthians ac: 
counted it no Crime for the Mothers to 
marry with their Sons; To much were thok 
Eaftern Countries drowned in Uncleanneſs; 
whence it is plain that Whoredom was 
one of the principal Cauſes of their de- 
ſtruction, It's true, that in Abraham's time 
it would ſeem that ſuch Inceſtyous Mar 
riages . were not Common amongſt the F- 


gyptians, otherwiſe his advice to Sara to 


(ſay that ſhe was his Siſter) would have 
been no Argument to make the Egyprian 
conclude, that ſhe was not his Wife - But 
it is plain from Hiſtorians, that afterwards 


they grew more licentious, And thus 
Ptolemey: 


would 
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Prolemy Pihladelphus married his Siſter 4y- 


fade, and . Sorer and Philopater, Egyptian 


Kings, did alſo marry their own Sitters : 


"And it's a known Story of the Perſians, 


that when Camby/ſes King of Perfia had a 
mind to his youngeſt Siſter, and ask'd-his 
Judges whether there were any Law a- 
gainſt it ; they anſwered him, That they 
knew none, but that there was a Law, that 
the King's of Perſia might do what they 
Then *tis alſo known that the 
Meſſagates, Troglodites, Brachmans, and 0- 


"ther Eaſtern People, allowed a Communi- 


ty of Wives, their Philoſophers taught it, 
and Crates and Cabades Kings of Perſia, made 
Laws for it. 

Another of the Crimes forbidden to the 
Ifraelites, and which the Canaanites, and thoſe 
Eaſtern People were guilty of, was, cau{ing 
their Seed to paſs through the fire ro Moloch, 
by which ſome underſtand that in a moſt fil- 
thy manner they conſecrated their Sperm or 
Seed to their Idol Prijapzs, as Baal's Prieſt of- 
fered their Blood to their Idol, 1. Kings 
18. and as the Manichees and Gnoſticks mix- 
ed the Euchariſt with humane Seed ; tho' 
the Current of Interpreters carry it for 
making their Children paſs through be- 
twixt two fires, and ſometimes offering 
them as a burnt-Sacrifice in Honoup of 
their Idol. | | 

They are alſo charged with Sodomy, or 
the Unnatural Luſt of Men towards Men, 
to which they were given up by the Juſt 


Judgment of God as a due puniſhment. for 
E 2 their 
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their Idolatry. And at the diſſolution 6f 
the Monaſteries here in England, our An. 
ti-Chriſtian -Idolaters were found to hay 
polluted themſelves in- this manner 
which Crime as 1t brought Hell upon'the 
Sodomites before their time, (that is, brought 
Fire and Brimſtone upon them before they 
went off * the. Earth,) ſo this horrid Un 
cleanneſs of the Monks procur'd the dif. 
ſolution of the Monaſteries by Henry VIII, 
before their Religion was diſcharged out of 
the Nation. 

© The Fpyptians and Canaanites are alfy 
charged with Beſtiality, their Men and 
Women having committed Confuſion with 
Beaſts, and thus 'Paſiphae is accuſed of hy 
ving accompanied with a Bull, Polyphant:: 
with a Bear, Semirams: with an Hoyſe, and 
the Women of Mendis in Egype with Goats 
— Nay if we may believe the Fables of the 
Tews, the falſe Prophet Balaam, who ws 
ſlain amongſt the M;dianirtes, was guilty of 
Beſtiality with his Aſs, which they fooliſh. 
ly colle&t from thoſe Words ot the Beaſt, 
viz. Am not I thine Aſs which thou haſt rid: 
den pon ? It is alſo obſervable, that thoſ 
brutal Commixtions were puniſh'd by the 
£ Infamy of the Criminals, as well as 5M. 
their deſtruf&ion, for we read, that thei | 
Monſtrous Births have many times dif WF | 
covered thoſe Unnatural Crimes, and that I 
ſometimes they have been betrayed by He- iſ | 
| 

| 


TT & | es toc oo tc. om wn ooo ﬀ& ®@ as 


'terogeneous tho perfe& Births: And thus 
Plutarch tells us of a Boy begotten be- 
twixt a Man and a Mare, and of a Girl 
© betwixt 
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betwixt a Man and an Aſs——And Olaus 
Magnus mentions a Man begotten of a Wo- 
man by a Bear, who was therenpon calle& 
Urſus, and .of whom many. Great 'Paniſh 
Princes did afterwards deſcend — It's true 
that Galen denies that there- can -be any 
ſuch Generation of Mankind, but: others 
maintain it upon this reaſon, That the 
Partial Cauſe being more Noble prevails over 
the leſs Noble, as it is many | times ſeen thas 
a fair Woman hath brought forth a Blackra- 
moor, : 
In fine the Land of Caraar being pol- 
lated by thoſe abominations, Vomited out 
her Inhabitants, the Poſterity.of Cham, who 
did ſo impudently behold and revile his 
Fathers Nakedneſs, and is thought to have 
revived the Vitious manners of the old 
World in his Poſterity, the Sodomires and 
Canaanites, and thus we have an account of 
two more Great Nations deſtroyed by 
their Uncleanneſs, viz. the Egyptians and 
Canaanites, whoſe Pra@tices the - Iſraelites 
were Commanded to avoid, as they would 
not run the hazard of the ſame or 
greater Judgments. k 

The next Remarkable Inſtance we meet 
with in Scripture, is that of Sampſon, who 
having a mind to take one of the Daugh- 
ters of the Philiftines to Wife, for which 
ſome Commentatorsare of opinion that he 
had a particular Revelation, or at leaft 
a Divine Inſtint, ſhe proved unfaithful 
to him, and as Levi Ben Gerſon alledges, 
the Philiftine youths * Committed Adulte- 
E 3 Ty 
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ry with her, and by that means came to 
the knowledge of her Husbands Riddle : 
and. this Interpretation he thinks to” be 
favobred +by Sampſon's ſaying, That if they 
had not Plowed with his Heifer they had nt 
found out his Riddle, but whether it were 
ſo or not, this is certain, that ſhe was guil- 
ty of the breach of Conjugal Fidelity , 
which iſſued in the deſtruction of her Fa. 
mily and People, that ſhe thought to a- 
void by this piece of Treachery. This is 
alſo certain, that ſhe afterwards defiled 
the Marriage Bed, when Sampſon went a- 
way from her in Anger, upon the Ac- 
count of diſcovering his Riddle, which 
makes Levi Bern Gerſon's Accuſation fo much 
the more probable, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider that ſhe was by her Father beſtow. 
ed upon Sampſor's Companion, viz. one of 
thoſe that had accompanied him at 
the Marriage ſolemnity ; which diſcovers 
the Looſneſſes of the Phil;tines in a very 
Emphatical manner, and made Sampſon 2 
very Juſt inſtrument of Revenge upon *em 
and perhaps - the Fulfomeneſs and Canning 
of their Crime was very aptly puniſhe 
by tying thoſe ſtinking and Cunning Crea- 
tures the Foxes tail to tail with Fire-brands 


- betwixt them, by which they burnttheCorn- 


fields and Vineyards of the Crafty and 
Impure Philiſtines, The objedtion which 
ſome make againſt this Story, viz. That 
it was impoſlible to find ſo many Foxes, 
is frivolous ; it's plain that thoſe Crea- 
tures were very Numerous in Syria and 

4. | Paleſtine 
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Paleſtine; and they are mentioned in the 
Cori as ſpoilers of the Vines, for theſe 


tures are great admirers of Ripe' 


Grapes ; fo that for ſuch an Extraordi- 
nary Perſon as Sampſon to catch ſuch a 
Number of Foxes where they did ſo much 
abound, was no hard matter ; It's certain 
that they were the moſt proper of any 
Creature for his purpoſe, ſeeing they fre- 
quented the Corn-ficlds and Vineyards, and 
by Conſequence run ſtraight thither.; where. 
as if he had made uſe of Dogs, they would' 
have- run to the Houſes where the Peo- 
ple might eaſily have Quenched the Brands. 
The next thing obſervable 1n this paſ- 
ſage, 1s, the Juſt puniſhment which was 
inflicted upon. Sampſon's T reacherous wife, 
and her Father, zz, That the Philitines 
burnt them with fire, a very proper pu- 
niſhment for ſuch a Luſtfull Family as this 
appears to have been, both by Sampſor's 
Wife's proving falſe to him , who was 
certainly able enough to perform his 
Conjugal duty, and alſo' by her Father's 
inceſtuons offer of the younger Siſter to 


Honyſes, which ſhews -that -the fear of 


God was not in the Family : And this 
Villainous practice of theirs did not only 
draw deſtruction upon themſelves, but 
on their polluted Country, and therefore 
this Revenge of deſtroying their Corn and 
Wine in the firſt place was very proper, 
tdlenefs and fulneſs of Bread being great 
provocatives to Uncleanneis, and the old 


ſaying is found to be true ſene Baccho. © 
E 4 Cerere 
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Cerere friget Venus. Take away Corn and 
Wine,and Lechery will ceaſe. But thig 
was not all the puniſhment inflicted upon 
that Impure People, for he ſmote them 
hip and thigh where ever he met them, 
ard ſhortly after killed a thouſand of *%em 
with the Jaw bone of an Aſs ; and thus 
a. Villaingus People were cut off in an lp. 
nominious manner, by the Jaw bone of 
one of. the dulleſt and moſt deſpicable 
Beaſts. 

The next Inſtance of Divine Wrath x 
gainſt Fornication is Sampſon himſelf, who 
tho? he had been the Executioner of God 
Jaſtice upon the Impure Phil;ſtines, yet fell 
into the ſame Crime, and Repeated it to 
the eminent danger, and at laſt to the loſs 
of his Life : He was once Beſieged by the 
Philiſtines in Gaza, when he was with a 
Whore, and tho' God had not deſerted 
him then, fo that he eſcaped them by his 
great ſtrength and carrying away-the Gates 
on his Shoulders, yet he was ſo far from 
' taking warning, that he becomes enamou- 
red of the Strumpet Delilah, and was {0 
much beſctfed with his Luſt, that tho? ſhe 
had given him, many demonſtrations of her 
Treacherous defign to betray him into the 
hands of the Philitines, yet he could not 
reſcue himſelf from her ſnares, but art laſt 
became a Prey and Scorn to his Ene- 
mies, a Scandal and a Reproach to the Peo- 
ple of God, and an occaſion of Triumph 
to Idolaters, who afcrib'd their Conqueſt 
over him to their Idols, and put him in 


Prifon 
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>riſon in that ſame City where he firſt com- 
"itted Uncleannels. 

This is a ſecondScriptural Inſtance of ſnares 
id againſt the Church of God by Unclean 

omen,the firſt being by the 454;arires, and 
he ſecond by the Philiſtines. which tho' 

ey prov'd fatal to the People of God for 
; time, yet both of *em ended in the de- 
ſtruction of the Contrivers and Abettors; 
for theMiadianites,we have heard wereTota- 
y deſtroyed ; and now we find that Sampſon 
deſtroyed more Phil;/tines at his Death than 
he did during his Life, and thoſe the Lords 
or Chief of *em too. 

Nor is: it unworthy our obſervation that 
the Papifts, who attack'd the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and endeavour'd to undermine it 
in Charles IPs. time, by Court-Whores, 
and others ; tho* they had ſucceſs for a 
while, yet their deſigns have turned to 
is WE their own diſgrace, and come to nothing at 
5 WY Laſt. 

i We proceed next to the Inſtante of the 
- W Levics Concubine and the Men of Gibeah. 
0 BW This Woman having plaid the Harlot left 
c WF her Husband, whoſe Anger ſhe dreaded, 
r WW and went to her Father's Houſe in Berh- 
e Wh lehem Judah. By the Levitical Law it was 
t W more odious in a Prieſt's Wife orDaughter 
t WH to be an Whore than in another,and there- 
- & fore 'tis probable that to avoid the ſhame 
- W and puniſhment due to her for her Crime, 
| WW ſhe fled to her Father's Houſe ; whither the 
 W good Levite, being willing to be reconciled 
1 
| 


goes to bring her home again,and being be- 
T nighted 
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nighted in his return, would not log, 
amongſt the Uncircumcis'd Canaanites in 
ny. of their Cities, but turns in to Gil 
of Benjamin, where he promis'd himſelf 
Hoſpitable Reception and ſafe Aſylum, 
to his ſorrow found it far otherwiſe, ; 
inſtead of a Zoar met with a Sadom, 
Wicked Inhabitants took no notice of th 
ſtranger, who was left deſtitute of a Ladgj 
in their Streets, till a certain' good df 
Man, who came from, his work in the} 
vening, did Hoſpitably take him 1n 
entertain.him : But immediately after, th; 
Children of Belial beſet the Houſe, 
offer'd the Levite the fame Unnatural 
dignity and Afﬀront that the Sodomitesd 
fered to the Angels, who were 
Gueſts ; and this old Man took munch t 
fame method to divert their wicked p 
poſe, that Tor did to divert that of ti 
Sodomites. In fine, the poor Levite eſcaj 
from having any violence done to his on 
Perſon, but his Concubine, whom he | 
entirely loved as to, be reconciled to I 
after her having defiled his Bed, and ii 
whoſe ſake it*s. probable among other Ra 
fons he would not lodge in any of the He 
then Towns in his way, was fo unnat 
rally abuſed by thoſe Villainous Inhabitar 
of Gibeah, that ſhe died. The methd 
which was. hereupon followed by the 
vite does ſufficiently diſcover his Reſet 
ment of this affront, for taking her Corp 
. up, tho? he knew that ſhe wasyuſtly thy 
ÞPuniſhed -by God for her former Uncleat 
| nel 
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in jeſs, ſo as her fin was-eaſie. to be read in 
Wer judgment, . yet knowing alſo that the 
15 MWohabitants ofGiHheab had committed an hor- 

W:id ard tremendous piece of wickedneſs, 
ie divided his Concubine intotwelve parts, 
nd ſending them to the reſpeCtiveTribes of 
Wi ac! appeals to them whether any ſuchwic- 
edneſs 2s the violation of a ſtrangers Cha- 
tity and Life had been perpetrated amongſt 
tem ſince their coming out of Epypr,where 
their Forefathers had been ſtrangers, and 
therefore deſires them to Conſult what was 
fit to be done for the 'Expiaticn of that 
inheaxd of Crime. Thus this poor Womar's 
Limbs were ſent about as ſo many Monu- 
ment#of /her Infamy and God) Juſt Jadg- 
ments againſt her Adultery, and as ſo ma- 
ny Eyidences of the profligate manners of 

e Benjamites. But tho? here was anend of 
her puniſhment, ſo was there not of theirs; 
for the whole Kingdom of 1/rael afſembled 
apainſt them, and the Benjamites being ſo 
wicked as not to puniſh the offenders at 
their Brethrens deſire, but to ſtand in 
their defence, the matter ifſued in a Civil 
War, which, tho* unfortunate at firſt to 
the 1/raclites. becauſe of their not having 
made due application unto God, and that 
5c too much upon their own ſtrength, 
et ended af laſt, almoſt in the utter de- 
ſtruction of the Tribe of Benjamin, who to- 
gether with their Cities were deſtroyed ; 
and they who had formerly been ſo Un- 
hoſpitable to the poor Levite, are now 
forc'd to ſhelter themſelves in a Rock ; =_ 

ey 
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they \who had been ſo inhumane as to R:Muſt 
viſh another Man's Wife, had never a Wy Mthei 
man. "left amongſt them t@propagate, fthat 
continue their Name to poſterity ; ſo bitMthe' 
fer are the Fruits of Uncleannefs in the re.Mof | 
ſult and digeſtion, how pleaſant ſoever thez{Wfor' 
be to Corrupt nature in the EnjoymenMot 
and thns we have done with another [anc 
ſtance of a Peoples being ruined by Un-{Wuat 
cleanneſs, 25000 Benjamites being cut off - 
for defending this horrid Villany, and thWwh 
ſtain of their impurity indelibly fix'd uyWat 
on them to all Poſterity.— The Rabbins x WE&r 
cording to their manner, aſſert many f# 
bulous things concerning this paſlage, a 
that: 1000 ef the Berjamites fled intg FE 
rope after this diſaſter, becauſe they & 

that their Brethren had ſworn their de 
ftruQion, that they had killed all their Ws 
men and vowed they would give them. non: 
of their Danghters, which was like to put 
an end to their propagation ; but their 
flying into Exrope being contrary to th 
Text, it's not worth taKing motice of, on- 
ly this we may obſerve, that their Luf 
and Uncleanneſs hurl'd them headlong fron 
one Calamity to another ; for after they 
had eſcapd the Fury of the Sword, 
they were reduced to yery pinching ſtraits 
being not only deprived of the Conver- 
fation of Women, which it's natural for 
all Men to deſire, but likewiſe deprived 
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of their neceſſary afliſtance, without which 

Men cannot at all ſubſiſt, or if they do, its Il © 

but very uncomfortably, and as if Divine I} ! 
| | = Juſtice 
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laſtice would have them read- their ſin in 
zeir puniſhment : After all the endeavours 
hat were us'd to ſupply them with Wives 
they were conſtrained becauſe of their want 
of a ſufficient Number to take Wives per 
force for themſelves, to anſwer the Ends 
of Nature, who -had by force taken. away 
another Man's Wite to ſatisfy their Un- 
natural Luſt. - 

The horrid '/Debauchery of E!/s Sons 
ho lay with the Women as they aſſembled 
at the door of the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation is one of the next Inſtances we 
meet with in the Sacred Scriptures; a Pra- 
Qice ſo foul in the Eyes of all mankind, 
that they can more ealily bear with the 
Hooſe ofGod's being made a Den of Thieves 
and Robbers than a Den of- Barlots ; nay 
ſach Practices have been ſo much deteſted 
amongſt the more refin'd Heathens, that 
WW tho' we read of Eleuſina Sarra, which moſt 
i'8 Authors think to have been profane and 
«MM Laſcivious ' Rites, and tho? we read alſo of 
I 
n 
| 
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Temples and Groves dedicated to Ferns, 
where Women proſtituted themſelves to 
all comers, yet we read likewiſe that the 
(WW Temple of 7s was deſtroyed and his Prieſts 
| WF diſperſed for a Villainous Intrigne of Sedu- 
;W cing and Debauching a Matron under the 
Notion of the God 1f; having deſired her - 
ſ Company. | 
i The Rabbins, tho? the Jews be known to 
\& ea Laſcivious Unclean People and much 
; i addicted toPolygamy and Whoredawe. are 
© {0 much aſhamed of this Villainous practice 
of 


"notice here, that Socrares gives us an Ac: 
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of El/s Sons,' that they endeavour 
their Comments to have it thought t 
they did not Debauch the Women, but 
ly by delaying their Sacrifice obliged thy 
to ſleep or ſtay whole nights before t 
Door of the Tabernacle, or at furtheſt 
ſwaded them to lie with their own k 
bands, if they were legally clean bef 
they performed their Sacrifices. Thus 
vi Ben Gerſon and others, *but Joſephus th 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian owns plainly that. they [ 
bauch'd other Men's Wives, partly by Vi 
lence and partly by Bribery, and by th 
means rendered the Worſhip of the Lt 
Contemptible and brought Judgments u 
on themſelves and upon the whole pe 
ple, for not long after, we find that thi 
wereſlain in aBattle againſt thePhiliſtinea 
the Ark of God which they had the chary 
of, was taken, as if God would ſuffert 
ſymbol of his preſence to be amongſt 
Impure and Uncircumciſed Phili/tines at 
kept by them, rather than it ſhould ty 
amongſt the Unclean 7 prong who by thet 
ati were obliged to Purity and Ch 
ity. 

It has been hinted before that the 
chery and Uncleanneſs of- the popiſh Cler 
gy contributed to the diſſolation of thei 
Monaſteries inEnglandand elſewhere which 
we ſhall touch upon again in it's prope 
place, but it may not be improper to takt 


count, that private Confeſſion was aboliſht 
at Conſtantinople becauſe a certain Presby-ſ ch, 
{cr 
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er to whom a Matron had Confeſled 
ter ſelf guilty of an heinous Offence, en- 
ined her to ſtay in the Church and ap- 
ly her ſelf to Faſting and* Prayer, under 
wretence of which ſhe was found to be 
aneht/with the Deacon; whereupon, Ne- 
Farins the Biſhop of Conſtantinople aboliſh'd 
4i3t method of Confefftion. _ | 
Bat to return again to E/Ps Sons, their 
puniſhment did not terminate in their own 
erſons, but reach'd their Father, who, as 
Joſephus thinks wept continually after God 
ad revealed to him that both his Sons 
ſhonld be lain in one day , . and the 
cripture tells us, that he fell backward 
and broke his Neek upon the receipt of that 
fatal News. It reach'd alſo the Wife of 
Phe. of *em, who died upon the News of 
her Husband's death, and the Arks being 
taken; and it reach'd alſo their Poſterity 
who were for ever excluded from the 
Prieſfs Office and had a perpetual Pover- 
7 entailed upon them, as a Curſe, and 
) make them the more ſenſible of the dig- 
nity, from whence they had fallen, they 
were condemned to be a ſort of flaves to 
the High-Prieſt of the ſucceeding Family, 
of whom they were to beg a morſel of 
Bread and Employment, fo naturally does 
the Curſe 'of Poverty or of bringing a | | 
Man toa piece of Bread follow upon W hore- 
dom andUncleannefſs. 

| There are ſome other Inſtances of lef 
ſer note, as Saul; forcing his Daughter 245. 
chal, after ſhe had been married to David, 
to 


. to marry another Man, which was an 
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of Unncleaneſs and Tyranny too, and hal 
no doubt, its influence amongſt others 
that Prince's Tyrannical and Impious Ag 
to haſten ruin upon him, 

The Inſtance of Abner's going into Ripd, 
SauPs Concubine, which Interpreters thin 
he did in an Adnlterons manner, and ni 
by way of Lawfull Marriage, deſerves out 
Remark ; for. hereby Saul ſuffered in hi 
Fame after his Death, and he who hu 
compelled his Daughter to defile her Huy 
band's Bed, had this Ignominy and punik 
ment inflicted upon his Son, that he fa 
his Fathers Wife diſhonourably defiled, anl 
Abner, who was guilty of that Villanou 
AQtion, took occaſion, becauſe of his Re 
proof, to Revolt from him and to. traiz 
fer the Kingdom to David, and as he wel 
about to effect it, fell into the ſnare whid 
Joab . had laid for him, and loſt his Life. 

We come, in the next place to David 
Adultery with Barhſheba, a Crime, whid 
hath many aggravations, to be committel 
by, David a prophet who inſtructed other 
in the Law of God, and did {9 groſly brett 
it himſelf, to be committed by David, 1 
King who ought to have defended the Ch 
ſtity of his Subje&t, and not to have vi- 
lated it himſelf; ro be Commited by Ds 


'- vid a holy Man, who did thereby expoſe 
' Religion ro be ridicul'd, and laid a ftum- 


bling block before others, to commit the 
like Crime becauſe of his Example, thet 
if we conſider the time, it was whel 


- 
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his Generals and Army were expog'd to 
the Fury of their Enemy in a Siege, when 
he ought to have been more ſollicitous for 
the honour and dignity of his Crown and 
for the ſafety of his Subjeſts : Then if 
we conſider the Perſon, againſt whom this 
Crime was "committed , we find it to be 
apainſt a Brave, Valiant and Faithfull Friend 
and Subjet, who would not indulge him- 
ſelf in his Pleaſures and Accommodations, 
while the Ark and People of the Lord a- 
bode in Tents ; tho* David, who was his 
Sovereign, allowed him, nay Commanded 
and Enticed him to do it, which height- 
ned and aggravated the Crime of that Ho- 
ly man, who ated herein Hypocrifally 
and Scandalouſly to cover his Iniquity and 
gave occaſion to the 1/-aclires to think that 
as for Perſonal Converſation they had made 
but a ſorry Exchange betwixt Saxl,and Da- 
vid, for we don't find that Tyrant accuſed 
8 of Perſonal Uncleanneſs. But the bloody. 
48 part of the Scene is ſtill to be ated, Da- 
«vid finding that he could not effe& his de- 
1 gn by Hypocriſy, hath recourſe to down- 
a0 right Violence and Murder, his Intrigne 
18 fo make Uriah drunk, which he thought 
uW might provoke him toa deſire of his Wife, 
0M having miſcarried, he reſolves to cut him 
+ off by the Sword of the Ammonites, and 
{IF that too, in a fraudulent manner by ordet- 
n-M ing him to be ſet in the front of the Bat- 
he tle, and commanding the Men to retire 
ea from him that he might be ſmitten : Nay, 
en 10 cager-was he to have this Poor Man's 
hi Sb F life, 


oa aA MAES >.> = of [—S=2 


= 


66 An Eſſay towards 
life, in- order to cover 'his own Unclean. 
neſs, that he was content to Sacrifice the 
Lives of many more of his SubjeQs, 
that this could be but effected ; fo natu- 
ral is it for Uncleanneſs to be the Parent 
and occahon of Murder, 

The. Crime 1s ſtil] further aggravated if 
we conlider how deliberately it was com- 
mitted, how long he continued without 
Repentance, and what a ſevere Judgment he 
gave againſt himſelf, when Nathan the Pro- 
phet propounded the Caſe to him by way of 
Parable. So much for David's Crime; we 
muſt now conſider that of Barhſbeba, ſhe 
Waſh'd and Bath d her ſelf in open, viey 
of the Palace, otherwiſe David could ne- 
ver have ſeen her from the Roof of hi 
Houſe, 'which argues her to have been ve- 
ry Immodeſt, nor do we find that ſhe 
made. any oppoſition to the propoſal when 
*twas made to her, ſo little regard hal 
ſhe either to the Law of God or her own 
and her Husbands Honour. It remain 
then that we come to the puniſhment in- 
fAiicted upon both. 

The Judgment pronounced by MNatha . 
againſt David, was, That the Sword ſhoull 
never depart from his Houſe, that the Lord 
would raiſe up evil againſt him out of hi 
own Houſe, that he would take his Wive 
before his Eyes and give them unto his 
Neighbour, who ſhould lie with them in 
the ſight of the Sun, and that the Child 
which he had begot in Adultery, ſhould 
ſurely die, all which was exactly fullfill 
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_ ed, aswe fhall ſee in the follgwing Inſtan- 


ces. 

The ' firſt part of the puniſhment in- 
fliged, was. the Death of the Child, and 
how near that went to David, may cali- 
ly. be perceived |y his zHidting himſelf 
with faſting and lying all night. upon the 
Earth while. it; was ſick, and there's no 
doubt but this part of . the pnniihment 
reach*d Bathſbeba as well as lim, ſecing tis 
; reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the "Death of a 
Child, for whom ſhe had broke through 
all, ties, Divine and Humane, muſt go ve- 
ry. near her, 

The next part. of the. puniſament diſ- 
played David's Sin_ in. Legible Characters, 
and brought an horrid Diſz1 "Ce; BPOnN his 
Family, viz. The Incelt A his Son Armor 
with his Daughter Ta4r, tae Story and 
Conſequence of which 3 as follows. 

Tamar, being a fair Woman, Amnon, her 
Brother tell in Love with he 7, but know- 
ing that ſhe was within the f£rbideen de- 
\grees of Contangh! inity ; he fond he could 
Not' Lawfully enjoy her. Betore we pro- 
ceed any further in the Fiiitory .0f this 
alfair, It Is Proper 10 Contaer, Lat this 
Damſel's Mother was Maatha Laughter 9 
Talmai King of Celbur ; Ravi Kimchi lays, 
{That David took this Lady Captive, 
and being hiniſelf Captivated with her 
 Beanty, .defil'd her and begot this Tamar, 
and that . perſevering in his Love to Maa: 
cha, -tho'..a Heathen, he made her a-Pr9- 
ſehre, and did accordiag as It is. preſcri- 
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bed by the Levirical Law, Deut. 21. viz 
Shav'd her Head and Eyebrows, Gut her 
Nails, &c. and took her to Wife. . Lyra 
ns and ſome of the later RabbinsMay, That 
when Maacha was taken, ſhe was with 
Child of this Tamar by another Husband, 
and this they think, fdvoured by her fay- 
ing to Amnon ? Speak untothe King for he wil 
not with-bold me from thee : But Modern [n- 
terpretersdo with more reaſon think that 
ſhe only ſaid this to put him off, for if 
they could have been married byLaw, Amny 
would not have pin'd for her, but har 
ſtraightway demanded her of the King, 
who was ſo indulgent” to. his Children, 
that he would never have refuſed” it, it 
it could have been Lawfuily Granted, and 
therefore Amro knowing that this could 
not be done, he burned and conſumed x 
way in his Unlawfull Love, which prevent- 
ed his ſleep, diſordered. his ſtomach, hin- 
dered hiadigeſtion and occaſioned a paleneſ 
in his Countenance, which made his Friend 
TJonadab to gueſs at his'Malady and pt 
him upon that fatal Intrigue to ſatisfy his 
Loſt, viz. To feign himſelf fick, and to 
defire of his Indulgent Father when the 
came to ſee him, that his Siſter Tamar might 
come and make him ſome Cakes, by which 
means he ſhould have an opportunity of 
ſatisfying his paſſion, and this —_ accor- 
dingly put in Execution, he raviſh'd her, 
and then his hatred to her became as ex- 
ceſſive as ever his Love had been, ſo that 
tho it was his Intereſt to have Oy 
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his. Villainy both upon the Accouet of his 
Reputation and ſafety : His fury was ſo 
outragious that as he had ford her into 
his Bed, he forc'd her alſo out of his Cham- 

ber, which preſently divulg'd his own 


| ſhame. The Rabbins according to-their fa- 


bulous manner, alledge, that this hatred 
proceeded from the bitter Reproaches and 
Words whichTamar made uſe of againſt him 
during the Rape, or from his having hurt 
himſelf while he ſtruggled with her, bur 
the more probable reaſon is that ig pro- 
ceeded from thoſe ſtings of Conſcience 
and that perturbation of mind which y- 
ſually attends ſuch Villainies - and thus Nero 
hated his Mother Mortally, and at laſt or- 
dered her' to be murdered after he had 
committed Inceſt with her, but in the Caſe 
of Amnon there was ſomething of a ſpe- 
cial Providence, God would have David's 
ſin legible in his puniſhment, and therefors 
that the ſhame of his Children and Fa- 
mily ſhould be publick ? nay it's plain, 
that God deprived him of his ordinary ſa- 
gacity, when he ſo eaſily conſented to Am- 
non's deſire of having his Siſter Tamar to 
bake him ſome Cakes , which was enough 
to Miniſter canſe of ſuſpicion, that ſome 


_ wicked deſign lay conceaPd at bottom , 


and in like manner he was deprived of 


his ſagacity when about two years after 


he conſented to Amnon's going to Ab/a- 


ſon's Feaſt at theſheering of his Sheep, for he 
/ might eaſily have conceived that his Daugh- 


ter Tamar Who remained deſolate in her 
| F 3 Bra- 
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Brother Abſalon*s Houſe, kept the Memo- 
ry of the indignity which Amo: had done 
to her ireſh 1n Abſalowms mind, and that 
Abſalom being an Ambitious Man might 
alſo be prompted to cut off Amnon, who 
was David's Eldeſt Son, that he might 
make way for himſelt to ſucceed, but 
ſo God world haye it, that his Judgments 
denounced upon Dawid's Honſe, becauſe 
of his. Murder and Adultery, might be 
Exccnted ; and therefore Amro is not on: 
ly ſuffered to go, but the reſt of the King's 
Sons ſo mnch deprived of their Reaſon 
and Courage, as, that they could not pre- 
vent this horrid Fratricide ;zand thus Amo, 
whom David had ſpared ovt of a fond at- 
' feftion, tho? he ought to have died hy the 
Law, was Juſtly cut off for his Inceſtuous 
Rape, and as DPavid's Uncleannefs was pu. 
niſrd by Inceſt betwixt his own Children, 
ſo his Murder ts puniſh'd in that ſame 
-manner by this Fratricide Committed. by 
one of his Sons, upon another, which ws 
an early preſage of Abſalow's uſurpation, 
by taking the Sword of Juſtice out of 
hjs Father's hand, This muſt without all 
doubt have been a very ſenſible affliftion to 
David, to have one Son Murdered, and a- 
nother obnoxious to loſe his Life. by the 
Law for the ſaid Murder. It muſt needs 
alſo pierce him to the heart to hear the 
Reproaches of the wicked, who no doubt 
ppbraided him with the Ungodly Lives of 
his Children and the want of Diſcipline in, 
his Family,” es of 
But 


a Gzneral H{ſfozy of TAHhozing. 
But his afflition did not terminate here, 


being again reconciled to his Son  4b/aloz 
which his Unwarrantable indulgence made 


calie to be effeted , this Unnatural Mon- 


ſter by his Treachery and Fhlattery, ſtole 
away the hearts of the People from his Fa- 
ther, and then broke out into a formal Re- 
bellion. That the People did ſo readily con- 
cur with him, 1s attributed to the perſwaſi- 
ons of Achitophe! and others, who expoſing 
David's perſonal faults, as his Adultery 
with Pathſheba, his Murder of Criab, ſpa- 
ring his Inceſtuous Son Aruy:o, and deal- 
ing hardly with A/alon for Executing Ju- 
ſtice upon him ; did mightily Incenſe them 
againſt him, and belides theſe, we find, 
that Abſalom himſelf accugd him of Male- 
Adminiſtration, and a neglect of Juſtice, 
which, by the Juſt Judgment of God, in 
order to the fullfilling of his threatning, 
That the Sword ſhould never depart 
from David's Houſe, did fo take, that he 
was tn great danger of loſing his Crown, 
Fr #'s worth our obſervation that the 
Pex which occationed him 1{o- much rrou- 
blexand diſzrace was his own Son by a 
Heathen Wife, with whom he had contra- 
eds Martiage out of a Luſtfull princi- 
ple, "ns lags becna formerly taken + notice 
Abſalom, in the Courſe of his Rebellion, 
does alſo commit Inceſt with his Father's 
Concubines, by the Counſel of Achirophel, 
contrary to the poſitive Law of God, and 
thus. was the threatning accompliſh'd up- 

E 4 On 


"I 


An Eſſay tovatts 


on David, of having his own Wives taken 
from him, and given to another, who ſhould 
humble them in the ſight of the Sun, and 
' of all the People ; and it is remarkable, 
that this Villainy was Atted upon the root 
of the Kings Houſe, where he himſelf did 
firſt commit Adultery with Barbſbeba in his 
Heart.——The reaſon of Achirophel's gi- 
ving, this pernicious advice ; was, that he 
might do what in him lay to make the 
breach between David and Abſalom Irre- 
concilable, that ſo he might never be cal- 
led to an Account for aiding Abſalom in 
this Rebellion : and there are others, who 
ſay, that he had alſo a deſign of Revenge 
in it, for David's having Debauch'd Barh- 
ſheba, who,; it's probable, was this Achito- 
phes Grand-Davghter. 

As to Abſalom's own part in this Vil. 
lany, we have reaſon to think that he was 
thereunto prompted by Revenge and Luſt 
both. Revenge, becauſe his Father had 
not puniſh'd Ammon for his Rape upen Ta- 
mar, his Siſter ; and Luſt, becauſe wg find 
he was a Vain and Effeminate Perſom, and 
Exceflively proud of his Beauty and Hair, 
which he nouriſhed ſo proedigiouſly, that 
at the end of the year, when he poll'd it, 
he. uſually cut off about Two Hundred 
Shekells, which 1s computed at above $ix 
Pound Averdupoizec. | 

The next thing which in Courſe we are 
to take notice of, is the puniſhment infli&- 
ed upon Achitophel, who gave this pernici- 
ous Counſel, and upon Ab/alom who _ 
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wed it : The former, tho his Wicked 
Ivice a5 £O the polluting of David's Con- 
bines was obey'd, yet finding his Coun- 
-1 as to the Military part defpiſed, rook 
r ſo much to heart, that he thereupon 
xecame a deliberate Felo de ſe, and after ha- 
ing ſet his Houſe in order, became the 
ecutioner of a puniſhment upon himſelf, 
hich ought to have been inflicted by the 
iands of others, as a Juſt reward for his 
aving adviſed to the Commiſſion of Ca- 
tal Crimes. And thus fell Achirophel as 
; true Type of Judas. 

As to Abſalom, his puniſhment was ve- 
y remarkable. His Father David againſt 
#hom he had committed thoſe Capital of- 
ices, was ſo ſtrangely indulgent that he 
gave his Captains particular Charge to 
deal kindly with him for his ſake ; but 
xbold the Event, that Unnatural Monſter, 
hom the Indulgence of a Father would 
have ſpared, the Juſtice of Heav'n would 
not ſuffer to go nnpuniſd, but armed 
the Trees of the Foreſt againſt him, fo 
that his Hair being caught by the branch 
of an Oak, that in which he ſo muchGlo- 
ried, became the means of his Ruin, and 
ſerv'd inſtea of aRope to hang him up be- 
twixt Heay'n and Earth, as a Monument 
of Divine Juſtice, and to ſhew that he was 
accurſed ; but that was not all, Divine 
Juſtice did ſo mach Incenſe Joab againſt him 
that taking three Darts in his hand he 
ſony diſpatch'd him, ſo that he died more 
forts.of Deaths than one, as a Juſt ——_ 
or 
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for his. Complicated Crimes. R. Kim 
Obſeryations upon Abſalom's t ragical Eg 
are neither improper nor Unpleaſant, 


falom, lays he, mm thruſt thro? the Bey 


with 3 Darts, . Becanſe he ſtole the Kin 
his Father's Sv - 2, Becauſe he ſtole th 
heart of the Sanhedrim, that | is of. the 1 
Senators who went with him otit of the { 
phcity 0! their hearts; and 3.Becaufſe he ſta 
the Hearts of all Shock He might have 
ded a 4th, that as his heart was ſtruck thy 
with raging Luſt when} he went in to 
Fathers Concubines in the {ight of the $ 
ſo his Heart was now firuck thro” ui 
Darts while he hung npon the Tree |; 
twixt Heavin and Earth,-— The Rab; þ 
alſo another Remark, which 1s pertine 
enough, -viz. That as he inceſtuoully jd 
tnted his Fathers ten Concubines, he » 
encompalled and {lain by 10 of Joab's 
tendants, wito threw him into a Pit, 
raiſed a Great heap of Stones over him, 
that as he liv'd he died, and was Bui 
Lit an lgnominious manner, notwithſtan 
ing his having erected a Pillar, which Inte 
preters think was & Funeral Monument, 
fembling the Egyp:ian Pyramids, that out! 
his Ambition he had prepar'd for himk 
in the Kings dale, or Valley where U 
Kings us'd to ſolemnize publick Plays a 
Horſe-Races. Thus did Abſalom die, al 
thus was David puniſh'd -for his Murd 
and Adultery. 
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The opinion of the Rabbins that Abſq- 
was ſent to Hell, as ſoon as he died 
his notoriovs' Crimes is alſo Remark- 
le, as diſcovering their thoughts of what 
< a Villainous Courſe of Life deferyed, 
their fabulons conceit that David by 
is having ſeven times Ingeminated the 
lame of his Son, delivered him from the 
ren-Fold Bars of Hell, and that by his 
xeating it the Eighth time he occaſion- 
his being brought into Paradiſe, is al- 
wether Ridiculous: 
"The next thing that occurs to our Ob- 
rvation is the puniſhment inflicted by Da- 
7d ppon his Inceſtuous Concubines, their 
ives were ſpared becauſe they were un- 
er a fort of Conſtraint, yet ſeeing they 
ere not altogether without fault, inaſ- 
noch as there's no mention made of their 
aving reſiſted or cried ont, he condem- 
ed them to perpetual Widow-hood, and 
jeither came near them himſelf, nor ſuf- 
red them to enjoy the Company of any 
dther Man, as they might probably have 
done had he given them a Bill of divorce. 
ts not unreaſonable to conjequre that 
bſalom's Beauty and the Authority which 
ie had then uſurp'd might make them the 
nore eaſily conſent tro his Lewd Embraces, 


and therefore they are puniſh'd for their 


Fting with his own Wives, which no doubt 


Incontinence by a perpetual deprivation 
of Man's Socicty. And thus David who 
Nolated the Chaſtity of another Man's 
/ife, is put under a neceſſity of part- 


Was 
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was very cutting to him, for we muſt 
tionally ſuppoſe that he who was fo indy 
gent a Father was as tender an Husband, 

Tho' this Holy Mans ſin was pardong 
both as to the puniſhment which he ou} 
to have undergone according to the Lay 
and as to eternal * Wrath , which he 6. 
ſerved, yet we find that he had but yer 
little reſpite from Temporal puniſhme 
for Abſalom's Rebellion was not quite ex 
tivguiſh'd till another ſprung out of its 4. 
ſhes. Sheba a Benjamite and Son of Belid, 
taking the opportunity of the Peoples Ty 
multuating Spirits,which were then 1n a fe. 
-ment, not only by, reaſon 'of the late k6 
bellion, but alſo becauſe the Trihe of JÞ 
dah pretended to have a greater inter 
m. David than the other Ten Tribes, ſoun 
ded the Trumpet to a new Rebellion, dil. 
claiming any Portion in David, or Inher 
tance in the Son of Jeſſe, and ſtraightwy 
the Inconſtant 1/raelires followed him and + 
handoned their Lawfull King, whom Gd 
had anointed over them —- This - She 
is generally ſuppoſed to have been on 
of Saul's Family, and a Man of Authority, 
and hot only envy'd , David upon Saul's a 
count, but deligned to have uſurp'd th 
Crown for himſelf : That Saul's Relation 
Iookd upon David as being a bloody Man, 
and guilty of Tyranny and. Cruelty to- 
wards that Family, appears plain from $Sh# 
mei's railing upon Davidin his diſtreſs, and 
perhaps his vnjuſt Treatment, of Aephibe 
ſveth upon Ziba s falſe 'accuſation, was im: 
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proved by them as a New. Argument to 
incenſe the People againſt him, but in the 
mean time the Accompliſhment of Nathhrts 
Yrophecy, That the Sword ſhould neverde- 
4 from David's Houſe, 1s herein very 
W Remarkable, for we find him not only 
gwd with one Rebellion opon the back 
of another, but in the midſt of this Com- 
motion, which made hisCrown to totter,we 
find an Inteſtine diſcord in his own Family; 
he is Infulted over by his own Siſter's Son 
Pha Stern and Gallant General, who had 
the Love of the Soldiery, and Great An- 
er thority among the People and as Joſephns 
fays;took him up ſb ſharply tor his unſeaſon- 
able-and intemperate paſſion. upon Abſa- 
bs Death, that he threatned if he did 
not give over his Mourning, to betray his 
Crown and Dignity. And now when the 
Forces were aſſembling to ſuppreſs Sheba's 
Rebellion, David has this additional af- 
fiction added to all the reſt, that his Kin 
mari Joab did Lreachtrouſlly Murder A- 
maſa whom David had appointed to be 
on: WW General in that Expedition, -and tho' Sheba 
It, WW was quickly puniſtyd for this Execrable ſe- 
a WW dition according to his demerit, yet the 
the Citizens of Abc/-Brth=1Maachah, with whom 
onW'there's no doubt but others concurr'd in 
an, W'their ſentiments, accusg'd David as ſecking 
to-W to ſwallow up the Inhericance of theLord, 
4 for marching his Army ſo Inconſidetately 
#hinſt the Town, and offering to ſtorm it 
without firſt ſummoning them to fſurren- 
m-F'ter the Rebel Sheba who had fled 'thither 
£ for ProteQtion. We 


7 


Fs 


7 


-- 


An Eſſay towards 


We find alſo in the ſecond Book of 
muel, that David, according to Nathg 
threatning, was viſited with diverſe Extyli 
nal as well as Internal Wars. Here are 
verſe Battles with the Philiſtines taken | 
tice of, and in one of them David ru 
great risk of being kilPd, had he not I; 
ſeaſonably reſcued by Abiſhai. © 

The laſt thing we meet with in this B 
which any way relates to our purpoſe,is,Th 
Interpreters think that the General Lu 
and Diſſolution of manners which reigned; 
moneſt the 1/-aelites after ſo many Viden 
over their Enemies, and that Peace and Pl 
ty was Reſtored to them was the Cauk 
God's ſtirring up David to Number the p 
ple, which occaſtoned aPlague amongſt then 
that like a deluge ſweept away 7000! 
the people, ſo uſual is it for Gene 
Prophanity to be followed. by Gene 
Judgments. 

The firſt Book of Kings begins wi 
an Account of a new Rebellion hatcli 
againit David by his Son Adonijah, Bi 
ther to Abſalom, which was another i 
ter effe&t of David's Unlawful Marriage wii 
Maachah, and likewiſe another Inſtance @ 

the Accompliſhment -of Nathan's thre 
ning, that the Sword ſhould nor depart fro 
his Houſe, ſo that he was diſturb d as ot 
may. fay in his laſt Minutes, with an U 
natural Rebellion by an Ungrateful $0 
whom he had fo tenderly Indulged, ti 
he had. not at any time diſpleaſed -him; 
Nay, -nor ſo much as reproved him. 1 
young 
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nan as he was, Abſalom's Brother, did ex- 
Aly tread in his ſteps, reſembled him 
'Woth in Perſon and Manners, and had the 
ke fatal Exir, which (tho* he was pardon- 
| for his Rebellion) he drew upon him- 
Gf by his Uncleanneſs in deſiring to Wife 
bihag the Shunamite, who, as Interpre» 
 Wirers think , was Married to his Father 
— Mio he never knew her, becauſe of his 
Age, vpon which Account Solomon cut him 
This 1s another Inſtance of the Tragi- 
al Effets of Unnatural Luſt. 
"The next that falls under our Notice is 
Solomon himſelf, of whom we have this Ac- 
count, in the 11th. Chap. of- 1 Kings, that 
he loved many ſtrange Women, tagether 
with the Daughter of Pharaoh, Women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sideni- 
ans, and Hittires ;, of the Nations concern- 
ing which the Lord faid unto the Child- 
ren of 1ſracl, Te ſhall not go in to them, neither 
ſhall they come in to you, for ſurely they will tut z 
anay your hearts after their Gods : Solow 
clave unto theſe in Love, and he had 90 
Wives, Princelies, and three hundred Con- 
cubines ; and his Wives turned away his 
heart after other Gods, when he was old, 
ſo that he went afrer 4ſhraroth the God- 
deſs of the Zidomans, atter Milcom the 
Abomination of the Ammonites, and built 
an high-place for Chemoſn, the Abominati- 
on of Moab, and for Moloch the Abomina- 
tion of the Children of A»mvn. 
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This is certainly one of the moſt fr. 
prizing Inſtances and greateſt Evideney 
of the miſchief that Raging Luſt bring} | 
upon Men, that is to be found either iz 
Sacred or Profane Hiſtory. That Solony 
the Wiſeſt of men ſhould be ſo far beſyt 
ted with Luſt, or to uſe a ſofter Term, 
Amorous Inclinations, to as tranſgreſs tha 
Royal Law which forbid Kings to Multi 

ly Wives to themſelves, and that other 

w which forbid the Children of Jje 
to marry with ſuch and ſuch Nations ; bit 
yet more, that he ſhould be ſo exceſln; 
in Number which; we find to be no k 
than 1000, whereof 700 were of Nohl 
Extra&t or Princeſſes, and 300 of low 
degree; and that which is ſtill morefr. 
prizing, that So/omery whom God call'd + 
didiah his beloved, and made him a Ty 
ofChriſt, and to whom he had twice appa 
ed in ſuch a ſolemn manner ſhould be 
far overcome with the Inticements of thok 
Outlandiſh and Strange Women as to wot: 
ſhip their Gods, and promote their Idoly 
try, when he was betwixt 50 and 60 yeati 
of Age, a time as one would think moi 
proper for him to haye been preparing fit 
Death and Eternity, and Eſtabliſhing the 
true worſhip of God, for which he wa 
the firſt that had built a Temple, than 
to be led away by ſuch youthfull Lufts 
and to build high places for the abomins 
ble Idols. of the AMoabites, Zidonians. &s 
which Interpreters ſay, were Immodeſt Sta- 
tues of Priapus and Yenus, that wert 
worſhipes 
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ns Bn own Daughters. This is.ano- 
often obſerved, that there is no ſuch po- 
werfull attraQtive to Idolatry and falſe Re- 
lizion as an Impure Life, - : 
| The -next. thing. we are to take notice 
of is the puniſhment inflicted upon Solomon 
and his. Poſterity for their Crimes, which 
we find to . be, that the Lord was Angry 
with hin, threatned to rend the; King- 
dom from him, and to give it to his Seg- 
Ut, and- ſtir'd up Enemies againſt him 
th at home and abroad, as Hadad, the 
Edonthre, Rezon _ the Son of Eliada and 
erobdam the Son of Nebart, who was made 
Ing by the Children of //-ac! when the 
Ten Tribes Revolted from Rehuboam, S0- 
Hlemon's Son, as an accompliſhment of this 
reatning. | 
Þ& likewiſe deſerves our. Remark, that 
$ foul. defeftion of Solowon occalions a 
-preat diſpute amongſt Interpreters , whe 
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er ever he recovered or not, becauſe 


ny 


V e Scriprure is ſilent concerning it; Gre- 
"Foy the Great, Theodores, Proſper, Aquita= 
"8 ' s, Beda, Rabanus, Peter Martyr and others; 
8 think that he was damn'd for it ; and Je- 
rome, Ambroſe, Iſidore, Epiphanius, Criſſus, and 

na others, think that God gave him Repen- 
, tance, and that he wrote the Eccleſiaſtes 
"JW after his Recovery. However this is plain 
that Solomon's Luſtfulneſs occaſioned his I- 
12-F dolatry, and both together that Revolt of 
"e's the Ifractizer from his Poſterity, which is 


ped G nbt 


| worſhiped, by the Inceſtuons off-ſpring of 


nirmation of what has been ſo. 
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not. the only Inſtance that we ſhall meet 
with of Thrones being overturned by Un- 
cleanneſs. ane 

We ſhall alſo obſerve here once for all, 
that. thoſe high Places and Groves, which 
in the time of Jeroboam, Rehoboam, and 0- 
ther Kings, the /ſraelitesare accus'd of wor- 
ſhipping their Idols in, were choſeh as plz- 
ces- fit for their purpoſe, not. only upon 
the Account on which the Heathens choſe 
ſuch places, viz. Becauſe they thought them 
nearer the Heavens and the Heavenly Gods, 
as on the Contrary they worſhiped in Dens 
and *Caves to the Infernal Gods ; but be- 
cauſe there they had a greater Conveni- 
ency -of fullfilling their Brutiſh Luſts, to 
which they were incited by the -fulſome 
Statues' of Yenus and Priapus, which they 
had: in thoſe: places, and to whom they 
thonght that was agreeable worſhip ; and 
therefore it is that the Prophets do 6 
often upbraid them with going a Whoring 
from the 'truae:God; and being lain with 
under every  Green-Tree, and upon every 


High-Hill, &c. which was trues in. a Lite: 


ral as well as Metaphorical and Spiritual 
Senſe, ſo inſeparahle are Idolatry and Im- 
purity ; and here likewiſe we may obſerve 
once for all, That in all thoſe Captivities 
and /publick Calamities which. befell tie 
People of God, Uncleanneſs and. Idolatry 


concurr'd, as procuring, Cauſes ; of which we 


have a clear Proof inthe 14th. of the ft. 
Book of KX5ng:, 23d. and 24th. Verſes, 
where, after-they are accuſed of building 
them 
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them high places, Images and Groves un=- 
der every Green-Tree and- upon eve- 
ry high Hill ; - it's ſtraightway ' ſubjoyn- 
ed, that there were alſo Sodomires in the 
Land and they did according to: all the 
Abominations of the Nations - which the 
Lord, caſt out before the Children of 7 
racl ; ſo that Idolatry, Adultery and Un- 
natural Luſt, were produttive of one ano- 
ther, it being Juſt with God to give. up 
thoſe who did. not like to retain him- in 
their knowledge, to work all 'manner of 
Unncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 

[t's -proper alſo to obſerve here, that as 
the Wicked Princes and Rulers eredted 
thoie ' Groves and high Places, ſo: the good 

& whenever they attempted a Reforma- 
tion* remov*d and broke them down, as 
inthe Inſtances of Fereboam, Aſa, Abab, 
Wal 
. The next Remarkable Inſtance is in Jeze= 
telvho was an Harlot,Perſtcuter, Idolater , 

bloody Woman, thoſe fins being {> near 

Kin that they were many times found' in 
one"and the ſame ſhbje&t, we find that 
ſhe was rather worſe then 4þ4b her Hus- 
band who ſo!d himſelf to do evil, and 
was more wicked than any King of Iſrael 
had been before him ; but that which more 

icularly relafes to our purpoſe is her 

neleanneſ$ and many Whoredoms where- 
with ſhe is {6 plainly Charged by Jeb ; 
The Judgment of God wpon her for thoſe 


Crimes is very obſervable ; ſhe Rem'd fo 


have ſo little ſenſe of approaching Ven- 
GS 2: geance, 
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geance, .tho' ſhe had heard how Fehu cut 


off all Abab's Houſe, that as he was coming 
to the..Pallace ſhe- painted her. ſelf in an 


Obſtinate and. Whoriſh-- manner, as. if ſhe 


were either reſolv'd to outbrave the Judg- 
ments of God, and to. die with Obſtinacy 
and Impenitence in that ; very fin which 
haſtned wrath upon her; or that ſhe thought 
thereby -to. bewitch Jeb, and convert his 
Rage. into.-an. Amorous: Paſſion-;- but be- 
hold the Event, he Commands her to he 
thrown - headlong owt at the Window, 
which being effected, [that Body which ſhe 
had. {o. much pampered. and adorn'd, had 
the burial of an AfG, viz. To be eaten uy, 
by. Dogs , and thrown, as dung upon the. 
face of. the Field, as had: heen threatned 
by the Prophet, a ſuitable Ext for: ſuch 
a\Vile and Abominable Life, which . maj 
ſerve as a dreadfull warning, to our Pain- 
ted Ladies. 

Having thus run thro? all the principd 
old. Teſtament Inſtances of - Uncleannek 
and'. the Judgments inflicted upon thok 
that were guilty by -God, from the Cres 
tion; to the Captivity.of 1ſract. 

The, next thing; that offers it ſelf to our 


\ obſervation, is that paſſage in the gth and 


ioth of Ezra, where, after the Reſtorz 
tion of - the People : Oneof the Genera, 
ſins. which- they lamented and - reformed; 
was, their haying taken ſtrange Wives, 
and livd a Looſe and: Licentious life, at: 
cording '-to- the Abominations of "the C# 
naanlies, Hittites, Perizztes, Jebuſites, Am 

monies 
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monites,” Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites 
who the Lord had deſtroyed. for thoſe 
Crimes ; and we find that the very Prieſts 
were polluted with this Contagion , fo far 
had Luſt. got the aſcendent over the Laws of 
God. But when they had been harafs'd with 


PRIENEs and brought to ſet about a Re- 
0 


rmation, then. they willingly put” away 
thoſe. ſtrange Wives according to the Com- 
mand of the Prophets on pain of Forfciture 
d, Excommunication, We find alfo thar 


' when Nehemiah came to Rebuild Jeruſalem; 


and reform the Jews, he inſiſted npon their 
putting away of their ſtrange Wives, and 
chas'd away one of the Prieſts, becauſe he 
was Son-in-Law to Sanballar the Horonite 4 
concerning which. Joſeph: tells us the fol- 
lowing Story, viz. That the Perſon thus cha- 
ſed away by Nehemiah, was Manaſſes, Bro- 
ther to the High Puicſt Jaddus, who refiſſng 
to put away this ſtrange Woman, was driven 
out of the Pricſthovd, and thereupon going to 
his. Father in- Law Sanballat, who was made 
Prince or Governour of Samaria by Darius 
the laft King of the Perlians, he told kim how 
he. had been treated and thruft fromthe Prieſt- 
bond by his Brother Jaddus or Jaiada, (whoſe 
Colleague he was) upon the account of his may- 
Tiage 5 whercuporn Sanballat encouraged him to 


"retain bis Wife, promiſing that he would take 


care that be ſhould not only enjoy the Prieſthood 
buts alſo the Principal'ty of the People, and 
that he would obtain leave from King Dari- 
us to build a Temple upo? Mount Gerizun, 
hich hangs over Samaria, and was much higher 
» 14 G 3 than 
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than the reſt of the Hills, and reſembled that 
of Mount Moriah upon which the Temple of 
Jeruſalem ſtood ;, which deſign rook fo mel. 
that all the Jews who had trans ec in 'the 
matter of ſtrange Wives followed this Manaſ. 
ſes, and made him a ſtrong party. Darins i 
the mean time being overcome 'y Alexander, 
who was then Beſieging Tyre, Sanballat wer 
thither, acknowled;ed Alexander for his Sove- 
raign, and obtained leave from him to build the 
ſaid Temple, wherein his Son-in- Law Manaſſe 
officiated as High-Prieſt , -and all ſuch a 
tranſgreſſed the Law at Jeruſalem fled to hin 
for Proteftion, ſo that it became an Aſylum 
Sanftiuary for diſſolute Perfons. This hightned 
the Enmity {o much betwixt the Jews and 
Samaritans, that the former could never 
be reconciled to the latter, even after that 
Temple was demoliſh'd by Hircanm after 
109 years ſtanding, and the Samaritans af- 
ter the ſaid demolition, ſtill held the 
Mountain on' which it ſtood Sacred, and 
.: hated thoſe who went to Jeruſalem to wor: 
ſhip, as appears by the Worhan of Sams 
ria's treatment of our Saviour, Luke. 9. 53. 
Where ſhe told him that their Fathers wor- 
ſhipped in that Mountain, &c. The Ob- 


ſervation which naturally reſults from this 


Paſſage and makes it applicable to our 
purpoſe, is, that Luſt or Unlawfull Love 
to ſtrange Women does naturally turn a- 
way the heart from Gad, and makes Men 


become ealie. Proſelytes to Idolatry or 4 


_ falſe Religion, 
Ha- 
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, Having thns gone thro” all the materi- 


= paſſages of the old « Teſtament_ which 


have any reference to our Subjed, it may 


nor be improper to cloſe that part of our 


Hiſtory' with Solomon's Charatter of Lewd 
Women, W horemongers, Whoredom, &c. 
ofwhich:he was the beſt able to give an ac- 
count of any Man that. ever liv'd, not only 
becauſe of the affiſtance of the Divine ſpirit 
which inſpired his Pen, but becauſe of his 
.own Experience. In the ſecond of theProverbs 
he tells us, That Wiſdom will dehver us 
frem the Strange Woman, who flattereth 
with her words, forſaketh her Husband 
the guide of her youth,, and forgetteth 
her Marrizge Vows, the Covenant of her 
God, her Houſe inclineth unto death, and 
her Paths unto the dead ; that is, lead 
both to Temporal and Eternal deſtru&ti- 
on, none that go unto: her return again, 
neither take they hold of the Paths of Life ; 
That is, few who haunt the Society of ſuch 
Women do ever find Grace to repent of 
it, or to betake themſelves again to a chaſte 


' Life. 


In his 5th. Chapter he-purſues her Cha- 
rater thus, T hat her Lips drop as an Hony- 
Comb, and her Mouth is ſmoother than oil; but 
her end 1s bitter as Wormwood, ſharp as a two 


 tdoed Sword, ber feet go down to death, her 


Steps take hold on Hell, her ways are move- 
able, that thou canſt not know them ;, That 1s 
ſometimes fawning and ſometimes frown- 


ing as ſhe thinks ſhe can beſt work up-. 
' On the humours of her Loyers : and there- 
G4. fore 


87 
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fore - he adviſes to'remove far from her 
and not to come-»nigh her Houſe, Leſt we 
give-our honour unto others and onr years 
pnto the.cruel; that is, leſt we. Sacrifice 
our Reputation and Strength to Harlots, 
who are cruel both in Principles and Pra- 
ftiſes. He adds as further ill Conſequen, 
ces- of following Whores, - Leſt-ſtrangers 
be. filled with thy Wealth, and thy La- 
bours be in the Houſe of a ſtranger. and 
thou mourn at the laſt, when'thy Fleſh and 
thy Body are conſumed. Then he Exhorts 
to, Conjugal Love and Chaſtity in the fol. 
lowing manner, Drink Waters out of 
thine own Ciſterg, 41. e. Content -thy ſelf 
with thine own Wife : Let thy Fountain 
be bleſſed, and rejoice with the Wite of 
thy youth, Let her be as the loving Hind 
and the pleaſant Roe ; let ber Breaſts farisfy | 
thee atall times,and be thou Raviſh'd always 
with her loyg. Then he concludes with an 
Expoſtulation againſt Whoredom, from the 
miſchiefs which attend it, thus? Why wile chu 
be raviſh'd with a ſtrange Woman, andembrace\ 
the Boſom of a ſtranger ;, for the weys of Mas 
gre before *the Eyes of the Lord, he pondereth 
all. bis goings : his ,own Iniquities shakt rake tht 
wicked himſelf, and he hall be holden with tht 
Cords of his Sins, he shall die without inſtru 
tion, and in the Greatneſs of his Folly, he chal 
o aſtray, That is, he'is ſo enſnared by 
Gin. Luſts, that thro? his prodigious folly 
and madneſs he ſhall' run on to eternal de- 
| ftruQtion, without: repenting for his fins as 
perhaps It purpoſed to do, 
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1n the '6th Chapter he purſues his Ex- 
hortation to Chaſtity by further Argy- 
ments from the miſchievous Conſequences 
of Whoredom, Thus, Keep Fey xi the 
evil Woman, from the flattery of the Tongue 
of 'a ffrange Woman, Luft not after ber Beau- 

in thine heart, neither let her take thee with 
be" Eye-lids, for by means of a Whorish Wo- 
mer'a Man is brought to a piece of Bread 
ad the Adultreſs will hunt for the precious 
Life, that is, draws men to ſuch Courſes 
a deſtroys both their ſabſtance and health. 
'He goes on thus, That whoſoever toncheth 
his Neighbours Wife ſhall not be Inno- 
cent 5. e. ſhall not be free from guilt, ſhame 
and puniſhment. He adds , That 
whoſo commits Adultery with a Woman lack- 
eth underſtanding, and deſtroyeth his own Soul: 
« Wound and Dishonour shall he get. and bis 
Reproach 5hall-not be wiped away. 
n''the 7th, Chapter he gives a para- 
dolical Repreſentation of Whoring, thus, 
At the Window of my Houſe I look'd thro' my 


Caſement, and behold among the ſimple ones, 


4 man void of underſtanding , paſſutg 
thro! the Street near her Corner, and he went 
the way to her Houſe, in the twi-light, in the 
Evening in the black and dark Night : And 
behold there met bim a Woman, with the at- 


tire of an Harlot, and ſubtil of Heart. She 


is loud and ſtubborn, her feet abide not in her 
Houſe. Now ſhe #s without, now inthe Streets, 
and lieth in wait at every Corner, So 


7. So ſhe 
6 him and kiſs d him, and with an lite 
face ſaid unto'him, 1 have Peace-of- 
ferings 


39 
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erings with. me, this day have 1 pid my wa 
[es have been atChurch at. Rambo hs r 
fore 'camie 1 forth to meet. thee, diligemly, Aa 
feek > face, and IT bave fond thee; -* 
bave deck'd, my Bed with Coverings of- Ta. Were 
ftery, with Carved Works, with fine Ajnen o 
Egypx, ,S&c. He goeth after her ſtraight way g 
an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, or, \as a Fat 
ro the Correttjon of the Stocks, till a Nart ſtris 
thro bis Liver, as a Bird haſteth to the Sun, 
and knoweth -not that "tis, for his Lyfe. -— 
Then he adds, ſhe hath caft- down many wound: 
Yea; many ſtrong Men, haye been {lain h 
ter; of which .he was: a ſad inſtance hin. 
ſelf, for tho' he was. the ſtrongeſt My 
in the World for Underſtanding and 4. 
bilities, yet he was very near ruin'd. by 
ſtrange Women. | 
In the gth Chap. he calls the Whore, 
Fooliſh, Clamorovs, Simple, Ignorant, Wo- 
man, and deſcribes her a ce: thus, The 
fhe fits at the Door of her. Houſe, 0n. a ſea 
az the bich or noted places of the City, tocal 
paſſengers who go right on their ways. That 
is who are going about. their buſihek and 
mind*no”-fuch things. Then he deſcribes 
her Gueſts to be ſimple, and thoſe that 
want underſtanding : And- ſuch as, know 
not that they -are.in the depths of Hel]; 
Had the Royal Author lived in our days 
the Wits of this Age would. no doubc have 
call'd” him' a Canting Coxcomb, , and if 
the Dignity of his Scepter had nor ſe 
him above it, to be ſure. they would have. 
demanded fatisfaQion - of him ; but.he un- 
TOs ——$.1="- EC ocn 
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tood hianſelf better, and} knew that 
"SW horiag which: deſtroyeth ' Kings as. -he 
epreſſerh' it' in- the -z3oth. Chapter-of the 

bs, could'+be - no leſs. fatal- to :Fops. 
He had given: his+ heart. to know; medneſs 
and: folly as -much as any of *em, and. was 
ot aſham'd-to declare that//he;fopnd-;.It: 
tobe ſuch, - and therefore - Repented of 


is. * 
Jt has been obſerved before that bodi- 
lyUncleannefs as well :as Idolatry, had a 
eat ſhare 'in Provoking God to. give 
the" People 'of 1/rae! and: Judah vpto Cape 
ivity and - other publick Calamities, which 
| plain to: any .Man..that wall but 
peruſe the Prophets, and particularly Fere- 
my, Who Prophefied both before-and* after 
they were carried Captives into. Babylor,viz. 
In-the days of' 'Zedetiab, ce. ln the third 
Chapter of his Prophecy he bids them lift 
up-their Eyes wnto the high places, -and 
ſee where they had not been. lain with 
and charges them with pollutingthe Land 
by their Whoredoms and Wickedneſs. 
In'the 5th. Chap. «God charges them with 
committing Adultery, aſſerabling themſelves 
by Tropps in the Harlots' Houſes, after 
they had been fed to the full, and that 
they were as fed Horſes in *the mornin 

'every one Neighing after his Neighbours 
Wife ; "The very Pra&tice of © our City 
Beaus and niodern Gallants, and as a Jaſt 
reward for ſuch Wickedneſs, the: Lord 
 fays, Shall 1 -not viſit for theſe things, and 
ſhall nor my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nati- 


0n 
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divas aha? And the Hallcddins devour, | "Y 
againft them, are, © Tha aiLyon our of 1lih;. 

Foreſt frould! fley thim, and at Wolf: of thex. 
vening © :Yposl them, a Litopatd ſhould vagllic 
over. thei "Cities, and every \one that went wliihiia 
thenet ''thauld be *rorn in pieces, meaning Wt 
that” they-:ſhould be deſtroyed by: Ns 
chadnezzar; a Potent, Greedy, Wat 
full and Cunning Enemy. —=— He farths 
rells them that: he: would bring a Natin 
opon them-from- afar,” whoſe - Langw 
they didinot underſtand; who ſhoulda 
vÞþ their [Harveſt and their Bread, whig 
their Sons: and Daughters: ſhould haves 
ten; their Flocks and theirblerds, theirVing 
and their Fig-Trees, and impoveriſh thei 
fenced Cities. --In the 6th; Chapter, he pyr. 
ſues his threatnings, telling them, That 
their Houfes .ſhould be- turned. unto other, 
with their-''Fields and ,Wives - together, 
as a Juſt Judgment for their, having 4& 
fird- other Mens Wives ; | and that the Ny 
tions - which were to come againſt then 
ſhould lay- hold on Bow. and Speer, | 
Cruel and -ſhew no Mercy.' 'May God + 
vert ſuch* Judgments from England whit 
Goes ſo well deferve it, becauſe of the pol. 
lations' of her Inhabitants. | 
-" In the :23d. Chap. the- Prophet Con- 
plains, that the Land 1s full, of - Adulte 
rers, and becauſe of ſwearing'the Land mou 
eth, 'the- breach of the 3d.” ard 7th. Coil 
mandment go uſually together, as is to bt 
ſeen in the Dammees and- Debauchees 
our days; In the 14th. Verſe of that ſame 
| Chapter | 
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ys e fays.-1-have. een If in the 
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; OB Nh rnorn from his wicked-' 
Week : 1 9h all of *em unto me as 0. 

i 17 I habitants thereof. as * | 
er4h 6, y And: afterwards he adds, For Nb 
be Prophets, of Jeruſalem. #- Profancneſs.g one 
2Þ7, the Land ; And would to God 
kit n one . of . our Clergy did pollute them- 
& with the reigning fins of the times, 
_ ncourage the wickedneſs of others by 

air; Liceptious Dotrine and looſe Lives , 

nly when . profanity is afriv'd to 

, heh we . have reaſon to fear that 

Be. dements : as deſtroyed the Nation of 

| in wait. for us. 

q / ny that ,we taks notice of the 

, ppliſhment of thoſe dreadful! threar- 

, Which" were  exaCtly fullhlled by the 
arrying away of King Zedekieh and the 
eople 1nto Captivity the Nlaying of his 

Jon: [#4 his Eyes, and putting all the 

bles to. Death; after which the City was 

pSith fire,, the Peoplediſpers'd, and 

Lof | them, as endeavoured to' reſetle 
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m ves were- broke in me by Inte- 
FAuyil ons. - And Zeaekiah and Abab 


two. Jig Prophets, who endeavonred to. 
bar e the people that what Jeremiah 
Propheſicd againſt them ſhould not come 
to pals, and- hardened the people by their 
pro pate Example of committing Adultery 
Ith-their Neighbours' Wives, were thro' 
the 
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a bo ory whom the K. wr ore. 
Ft the fire,, $0 that. the fireof their a : 
pure Luſt was puniſhed by. a' tnore ſeven... 
pub niſhment_ than that, of a fiery Ordetſ 

or as St. . Jerome thinks," they were fr I 
and fo burnt to death by degrees, 'as ty 
had from time to time burnt in their Us 
cleanneſs, Thus we have another Inſtane 

Þ of a Great and Mighty People. roined ſhe 
Whoredom, and how great their Rui MW 
and Calatpity was will ſpeedily appeart; 
any one that reads the . Lamentations. 

It likewiſe deſerves our obſervation thit 
the” Babylonians, the Inſtruments in th ih 
hands of God for puni ing Iſrael, were 
brought .to ruin themſelves, | and one 
the principal Cauſes aſſigned for the ſam! 
IS, That they grew fat as the Heiftr at Graf, 
and bellow'd_ as Bulls, Jer. 50. which Cal 
and other laterpreters underſtand to be} 
parallel phraſe to that of*” Neighing fie 
their Neighbours" Wives.” , The My 
threatn .. upon Babylon, in this Chapte 
we find to. be exactly fulfilled , "and ati 
time too as Daniel gives us an accout 
when their King Belsbazzar was Tiotinf 
and feaſting with his Princes, his Wive 
and his Concubines, and profanely drink 
ing out of the bbly Veſſels which were 
brought from the Houſe of God at Jer 
ſalem. It 
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i BY " 5 Top formerly obſerved that” Nim- 
| wy Tyrant: laidithe. Foundation of ghis 
hs. 2 when the World began to ge- 
di gain; after. the flood. and ' to 
| mſelves in all manger of 
ſnl and-therefore the Greeks ac- 
WO Wocherr in hisCanaa Lib. r. Cap, 
| 7 (bs Nimrod with Bacchus, 
Ei Story of Semiramis Queen of Baby- 
"l , aud No iſotare Manners of that Peo- 
i Wpleduring her Reign is well enough known, 
ewes a Warlike, Princeſs, and during 
t Wher-Regency in: the | Minority of her Son 
he Ea zrged her: Hasbands Conqueſts on 
+ hand. as far ':as* eftrhiopias, and 
1,.tf oker as/ far as India, having 
bdued Medie, Libya, and  Egype : 
iſ built a Magnificent. Tomb to 
Memory of- Ninzs her Hnsband, finifſh- 
ie- City. of Babyloz, ſurrouuded it with 
þ Walls, and cauſed thoſe Gardens to 
Amade on the Top: of her Palaces which 
made them the wonder of the” World. 
Bat-ſhe: Tarniſhed all her Glory by her 
Batik Luſt, it being recorded of her that. 
ft Wile empred the handſomeſt of her'Soldi- 
oli with her, and having fatisfyed 
ter Wher: Luſt cauſed them. to be murdered, and 
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at. Wo-gake them amends raiſed Stately Tombs, 

uil Fover theirGraves; at laſt ſhe was {© far tran. 
10; aw by her raging Luſt, that ſhe became 
ves dured of her own Son, who as 2 Juſt 
me dement from God flew her, as ſhe tempted 
er big. 't0:commit Inceſt with her, as Is re- 


by. Juſtin, Diodorus Siculys, and O- 
| Fehers, All 
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All Hiſtorians who write of the 34 
lonians agree, that they were a very ly. 


xurious. People, and 'it is not at all toy 


doubted but their Luxury and Laſcivioo 
neſs as it drew down. the adgmen 
of God upon . them, 6 it' rendred: tht 
Efferginate, and made them ati caſie Coy 
ages to others, after - they'had oe 
o many Nations themſelves. The Extin 
of this City was prodigious, being as Hy 
lin ſays 46. Englich Miles in Compaſs 
Ariſtotle ſays, That It was rather a Country 
than a City, and that when it was furpr. 
zed. by the Medes and Perſians, It was thre 
days before the Inhabitants of the furthie! 
parts were aware- of it. It's Walls wer 
af Brick cemented with Bitumen, 32 Fort 
thick, ' 50 Cubits high, and defended |y 
Towers 10 Foot higher. The River & 
pn run thro* the middle of ir, and the 

alls were. encompaſſed -by deep Ditch 
It had a Caſtle 2o Furlongs in &@ 
cuit, environ'd with Towers Jo Foot init 
Ground and $0 above it ; yet all thi 
ſtrength -could+ not ſecure it againſt thok 
Judgments which purſued the people fo 
their. Luxury and Uncleanneſs, for th 
Perſians baving drained the Channel of EF 
phrates by cutting many deep Channels nm 
the Banks of it, march'd into the City and 
ſurpriz'd it, while Bel-hazzar and his Lord 
who ſhould have taken care of the defenct 
of it, were profanely Carouſing with thelf 
Wives and Concubines. And to make tht 
Judgment ſo much the -more —_—— 
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they were terrified by the prodigy of a 
handwriting upon the Wall, which made. 
Beldhazzars knees ſmite together far fear, 
and'foretold the impending Fate of himſelf 
ahd his Guelts, and the deſtru@tion of his 
Kingdom: - Itis worth our obſervation, that 


- this Famous City, 'the wonder and the 


lis of the World, ſo Beautiful 
and Commodiouſly ſituated, ſhould, for the 


Luxury and other Crimes of the Inhabi- 


tants; be turned into a Wilderneſs by the 
juſt Judgment of God, when according to 
the ordinary Methods of Men, it might 
be ſuppoſed that the Conquerors would 
have taken all imaginable care to pre- 
ſerve ſuch an Important City for their 
own Glory and Profit ; but -it decay'd 
Gradually, till at laſt it came to be turned 
into a Park for Hunting by the Kings 
of Perſia ; fo that in that very place where 
the Impure Babylonians had been ſo much 
guilty of W hore-Hunting, their Conque- 


- rors took their pleaſure to Hunt Beaſts of 


a far more harmleſs Nature. 

We have ſeen that Uncleanneſs had a 
great influence in occaſioning the Captivi- 
of 1/-ae!, and alſo in bringing down 
ſe Judgments upon Babylon, which end- 
edin the total deſtruQion of, that Famous 
City and Empire. —ln the leſſer Prophets, 
We have alſo an Account of the deſtruCti- 
on'of Njnive, a Great and Mighty City, 
and | ſometimes Capital of the Aſſyrian Em- 
pire, becauſe of the multitude of her 


Whoredoms, Nahwn 3. 4.It's true that ſome 
H are 
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zare of 'opinion that by the Whoredoms 
here mentioned, are chiefly meant their 
Political Tricks to engage people to ſub. 
mit totheir Yoke, and Worſhip their 1. 
d6ls; yet it was well knownthat all thoſe 
Faftern Nations were very much zddi8. 
ed to bodily Uncleannefs ; and as we hare 
obferved before the Aſſyrians became very 
Effeminate under the Reign of Semirani, 
&c. And it's plain from moſt of the 1n- 
ſtances we have already given, that A- 
dultery and Idolatry went 'ufually hand 
in hand ; it's alſo to be obſerved, that 
- this deſtruQtion of - Nianjive is 'by Clironolo. 
gers ro to have preceeded that of Bu 
bylon, tor though Nahum in order of the 
Bible, be placed among the lalt of the 
Prophets, yet according to Joſephus, A 
tio. Lib. 9. Cap. 11. he Prophefied in the 
days of Jotham King of the Jews, and theAc- 
compliſhment of this Propheſie upon Ninjze 
happened about 115 years after. 

We have done with the old Teſtament 
Hiſtory of the Jews, ſo that we muſt cone 
next to Joſephs, who 1s favourable & 
nough to his Countrymen in reſpect 
their Uncleanneſs, as particularly in che 
Inſtance of the AMidianitiſh Women, with 
whom he alledges they contrated Mar- 
riages, and ſays co That Zim; and 
Cosbi; were Married, whereas the Scrip- 
ture accuſes them of down-right Impetu- 
ous Luſt , neither does this Hiſtorian Tat 
the Patriarchs for their Polygamy, which 
perhaps might be occaſioned by his being 
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a Phariſce, who as it appears by our 

gayiours Arguments with ſome of that Sect 

upon the ſubje&t of Divorce had no Juſt 

Notions of thoſe things— And there- 
fore it is not to be wondered at that 7o- 

w takes ſo little notice of the failings 

of his Countrymen as to this matter, —— 

'Yet ſome ſuch Inſtances he has tranſmit- 
ted to Poſterity, and the firſt that we 
meet with for our purpoſe, 1s that of 4- 
chelacs King of the Jews, Herod the Great's 
Son, who Married Glaphyra that had been 
his Brother Alexander's Wife, concerning 
which, he tells us this Remarkable Story, 
Thar Archelaus »pox the ſight of this Gla- 
phyra who was Daughter to Archelaus King 
of Cappadocia, was Jo inflamed with love to 
ber, that he preſently Divorced his Wife Mas- 
tiamne and A7arricd herbut ſoon after ſhe came 
tojudea, ſhe dreamt that ſhe ſaw Alexander her 
firſt Husvand ſtanding before and accoſting her in 
this manner, Z. It had been enough for thee 
to bave Married the King of Libya, bat not 
contented therewith, thou comeſt again to mine 
Houſe, Greedy of a third Huband, and which 
worft of all, art now Married to my own Bro- 
ther. I will not conceal nor diſſemble this In- 
jury that thou doeft me, but I will recover thee 


bY thy will and fbe ſcarcely liv'd two days ; 
0 


er ſhe had related this dream to her Friends; 

much for her puniſhment. Then as 
to Archelazzs who had been guilty of this 
Adultery and Inceſt, he himſelf was ſent 
for to Rome upon an Accuſation of the $a- 
maritans who ſent Ambaſſadors againſt 
+8 H 2 him 


99 


I OO 


An Eſſay towards | 

him to Ceſar—and thereupon the Empe- 
ror baniſht him to Yierme 10 France, and 
confiſcated all his Goods, of which py. 
niſhments he was alſo forewarned by a 
Dream, and five days after the Interpre. 
tation of it, was ſent for byCeſar as above, 
 Ttisalſo obſervable and not at all Foreign 
to our purpoſe, that though Joſephus does 
not accuſe Herod the Great of Whoredom, 
but ſeems rather to commend his Chaſtity 
in that he held ovt againſt the Charms 
and Sollicitations of' that Infamous Wan. 
ton Cleopatra, yet he tells us , that Herod 
had nine Wives at a time, and doted fo 
Impotently upon his Wife AMariamne, that 
when he was ſent for to Rome and had 
ſome reaſons to think that he ſhou'd ne- 
ver return thence alive, he gave order 
to his Brother-in-Law . Joſeph to put Ma 
riamre to Death, as ſoon as he ſhould hex 
that he was dead, being unwilling that & 
ny Man ſhould enjoy her after his death; 
and becauſe Joſeph diſcovered, this Secret 
to Mariamie, Herod became Jealous of at 
Unlawful Intimacy betwixt his Brother- 
in-Law and her, eſpecially being influen- 
ced to' believe ſome ſuch thing by the In- 
ſinvations of his Siſter Salome, Joſeph's Wike, 
who accuſed her Husband of being too 
Familiar with Mariamne. Whether there 
was 'any truth in rhe accuſation or not, or 
whether it was meer malice ; yet this is 
certain, that ariamme was at laſt put to 
death by her Husband, and by her own Mo- 
ther charged with Diſloyalty to him, and 

ket EP after 
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; after her death Herod had fo little Go- 

| vernment of his paſſion for her, that he 

would frequently call for her as if ſhe had- 

been alive. Then as to his own puniſh- 
ment Joſeph tells us that he was cut 'off 
by a moſt loathſome diſeaſe, Worms ha- 
ving bred in his private Parts, which can- 
ſed inſupportable ' pains, an Into lerable 
Stench and a Troubleſome Priapiſm, which 
was a very ſuitable puniſhment for his In- 
continence in having nine Wives at a time, 
tho* it ſhould be granted that he was 
chargeable with no other Acts of Uncha-/ 

ſity. 

We come now to the Apocryphal ſtories 
of 7uderth and Suſanna, which tho? we be- 
lieve they are ſuch as may properly be cal- 
led apocryphal, ſeeing Jo/ephuws the Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian takes no notice of either, yet 
allowing them to be Fables, the Moral is 
good, and therefore we ſhall allow them a 
place here. 

The firſt is that of Judjch, who. accord- 
ing to the Author of her Book was a 
Rich and a Pious Widow, of a Comely 
Perſonage and Beautiful Countenance, and 

\ hnding her City of Betbulia cloſely Beſieg- 
ed by the Aſfhrians,and their Water cut off, 
which made the Governours to promiſe a 
ſurrender in five days if reliet- did not 
come in that time, ſhe deckt her ſelf 

is with her Richeſt and fineſt Ornaments, and 

0 pretending to be fled from Bethulia, be* 

0 cauſe ſhe knew it would fall into the hands 

di of the 4fhrians, and likewiſe to pur Olo- 
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fernes in a way to make an eafie Conqueſt 


of the Jews, ſhe Charmed him by her 
Beauty, inſomuch that becoming enamoy- 
red of her, which was her deſign, he was 
ſo far beſotted, that having drunk to ex- 
ceſs becauſe of her preſence, and with an 
intention to defile her, he fell aſleep in his 
Tent, where being left alone with her 
according to his own Command, in order 
to the Accompliſhing of his Luſtful deſign 
ſhe had the opportunity of cutting off his 
head, and carrying it inTriumph to herCity 
of Bethulia, upon which the Garriſon ma- 
king a Sally diſcomfted the Afyrians, who 
were ſurprized at this ſtrange adventure 
that had befaln their General, and there- 
fore had not the Courage to make head 
againſt them, Whatever be the Circum- 
ſtances of this ſtory that may juſtly occa- 
ſion the truth of it to be called in Queſti- 
on, its plain from other paſſages which we 
ſhall have occaſion to touch in the- pur- 
ſuance of this Hiſtory, that the diſſolutc- 
neſs of a General hath oftener than once 
occaſioned the ruin of Armies. 

We come now to the ſtory of Su/ama and 
the Eldersof 1/rael. This Woman, ſays the 
Atthor, was Wife to Joacim the Chief of 
the Jews then Captives in Babylon, a Wo- 
man of Incomparable Beauty and Admira- 


, ble Chaſtity. This Lady vfing to walk in 


her Husbands Garden in the afternoons , 
two of the Elders of 1/rac! who attended 
at Toacim's Houſe to execute Judgment, 
became inflam'd with Luſt towards __ 

| | an 
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nd tho*'at firſt they were aſham'd to de- 


ing, hardened 


in their Wickedneſs they 


"it to_one another, yet afterwards 
ed together againſt this Vertuous Wo- 
an, and watching an opportunity till 
0:6 found her alone in the Garden, when 
the had ſent her Maids ont for Oi and 
Wal-has in order to bath her ſelf, the 
rp1iz'd her, tempted her to Lewdn 
and upon her refufat accus'd her falſty as 
it they had'taken her in Adultery with 
a young man, upon which ſhe was by the 
Authority of their Evidence Convicted 
and Condemned to die, but Juft as ſhe was 
going to be put to death , the Lord raj- 
ſed up Daniel, fays the Author, to deli- 
ver her, who obtaining that her Canfe 
ſhould be reheard, he examined the Elders 
afreſh, and accuſing them of that Villainous 
and Luſtfull deſign againſt Suſanne, Convi- 
Qed them of Perjury by their own Feſftt- 
mony, the one of them faying they took her 
under a Maſtich, and the other ſaying that 
they took her under an Holm-Tree, fo that 
they themſelves felt into the Pit which 
they had Digged for this Vertnous Wa- 
man, and ſuffered the puniſhment which 
they deſfign'd ſhquld - have been inflicted 
upon her. Whether this ſtory be true or 
not is not material to our purpoſe, but 
in the proſecution of this achen we ſhall 
meet with ſeveral parallel] Inftances 
which diſcover the thing not to be 1m- 
| poſſible in it ſelf, however improbabie/in re- 
gard of its Circumſtances. 
| H 4 / We 
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| We come now to the New Teſtament 
times, and find it obſervable, that. onr $x 
viour in his firſt Sermon vpon.the Mount 
Matth. 5. inveighed againſt the impurity 
of the Jews, who for light aud frivolon; 
Cauſes, ſuch as if they did. not like their 
Wives, &c. Divorced them, which waz 
the occaſion of Uncleanneſs in themſelye 
and in the Women ſo Diyorced, who, our 
Saviour ſays they cauſed” to commit A- 
dultery if they put them away upon any 
other account than that of Fornication, 
' Jo that *tis plain that. the Woman whon 
they took into their Bed in the room of 
her that was Divorced was: no other than 
a Concubine, and that if the Woman & 
Divorced Married with another * Man ſhe 
thereby became an Adultreſs as our $: 
viour declares more at. large in the 1gth 
of Matthew, where we have an Account 
of the malice and ſubtlety of the Phars 
fees in propounding that Queſtion, Whe- 
ther it was Lawful for a Man to put awa 
bis Wife for every Cauſe : For if our Savi- 
our had anſwered in the Affirmative, then 
they would have proclaimed him a Friend 
to Uncleanneſs, and if in the Negative then 
they would have oppoſed him with the Aw 
.thority of Yoſes,but our Lord knowing their 
deſign referred them to the Creation, 
(when God made them Male and Female 
not Females, or diverſe Women for one 
Man) and to the' firſt inſtitution of Mar: 
riage, which was only betwixt one and 
.one, and therefore it was ſaid they two, 
| be EN abbey = not 
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i B/not they 'three)' four or five ſhall be one 
rt: hich- clearly fſubverted all that 
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ed'for Polygamy or Con- 
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cobizige, and* being the Commentary of 
: the Lawgiver” upon his own Law. makes 
ir Wit of <qual Authority with the Text, and 
3 Wonghr for ever to ſhut the Mouths of 
es WW ſich as plead for a plurality of Wives. 
ir W Then to their Argument from the Au- 
\. W thority of Moſes, He. anſwers them that 
y =_ indeed permitted Divorces be- 
n, MW cauſe of the hardneſs of their Hearts, and 
m Wto prevent a greater evil, as is Cuſtoma- 


of W ry in all Political and Civil Conſtitutions, 
n WW as if Moſes had ſaid, 77's better that you put 
0 Wh avay' your Wives when you prow weary of them 
e as Mirder them ol at the NN ne 
1- Wl they were obliged to give them a Bill of 
h WW Divorce which was a Teſtimony of the 
it © Womans Innocence, and of the Husbands 
+ MW Levity and Impurity : —But our Saviour 
tells them that from the beginning it was 
not. ſo, *and that what God had joined no 
man could put aſunder ; which was as much 
8 to fay that common Laws allow more 
than 'is allowed ' by the Laws of Religion, 
3s is clear from this Inſtance that in all 
Chriſtian Kingdoms there are Judges Con- 
ſtitated for deciding differences betwixt 
Man and Man of what nature ſoever they 
may be, for preventing Oppreſſion and 
Injuſtice, ſo that the Bench is open to 
Trivial andFrivolous ſuits as well as to thoſe 
that are Weighty and Material ; yet the 
, | Praftice of ſuch as go to Law upon every 
Y w- | OCCay 
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occaſion is contrary. to: the Apoſtles Ca 
mand and Chriſtian Charity, as may. þ 
feen ' t Cor.-1, 6..It is alſo obſervable thy 
our Saviour; taught thoſe Phariſaical 7, 
lots who valued themſelves. upon thei, 
external fanQiry, a more refin'd and hijo. 
er degree of Chaſtity than they hiſto 
formerly been acquainted with, viz. Thy 
the Law which forbad them to comm 
Advltery. did not on\y reach the outya! 
practice but the inward motions and thayghy 
of the heart, and therefore he tells then, 
Matth. 5. 28. That whoſoever lookt on a WW 
man to. Luſt after hcr hath committed Adultn Wa 
with ber already in his heart, a DoCtrine whig 
does ſa much Gall our Modern Gallany 
That we have preat reaſon to preſume | 
one of the Chief Latent Cauſes why fo mg 
of *em deny the Author of it to'be God. 

We come next to the Hiſtorical paſſzgy 
of the new T eſtament, relating to onr Qb 
je, 
The firſt we meet with is that'in Ms Wc 
14. concerning the Tetrarch Herod and. We 
rotlias his Brother Philip's Wife, with whon 
that Prince committed Inceſt, for whit) 
he was reproved by Joby the Baptiſt ,ald 
this did ſo incenſe the wicked Woman thi 
nothing leſs could expiate this ſuppoſe 
Crime of the Prophet than the loſs of hy 
life, but ſhe durſt not attempt that ra-h 
ly, for fear of the people,who as they kneniſi 
her to be a Vicious Strumpet,did alſo kno ne 


that Joby was a Good Man, and eſteem! 


him as. a Prophet ; his Vertyes being *FY 
conſpicuots 
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icuous as her Vices, and therefore ſhe 
Katcitd: # convenient opportonity, which 
ale found 0n her Gallant -Herod*s Birth- 
My, when he was feaſting» and revelling 
rich his Nobles, at which time ſhe ſent 
oc her Daughter, the unworthy off-ſpririg 
ae fich an Ungodly Mother, to Dance be- 
itWrethem,wherewith Zerod and hisCompany 
rere fo extreamly well pleas'd, that he raſh- 
yyowed to grant her whatever ſhe would 
maid, and ſo the young Strumpet be- 
w ſyborn'd by the old one, demanded the 
lead of John the Baptiſt, which Herod grant- 
d her, tho? much againſt his Will, and ſhe 
arried it to her Mother in a Charger as 
n table preſent, ſo naturally do 
om, Murder and Perſecution agree, 
Oe would have thought that the very 
andal of ating contrary to that Pity and 
Compaſſion which is fo natural to the fair 
x ſhonld have reſtrain'd thoſe Lewd Wo- 
xn from any ſuch demand, and much 
wore from rejoycing in any ſuch Bloody 
xeRacle,but its commonly ſeen thatWhores 
come void of all natural affeQion, and 
hat they are hurried headlong into 
dition- by unbridled Luſt and raging 
anon. | 
Butto return to the Hiſtory of Herod and 
rodias,they were not only guilty of Incelt 
butof Adultery and a Rape, for Herod took 
der forcibly from his Brother Philip, and 
not from his Unkle Herod King of Chal- 
is as Joſephus miſtakes, ſo that it was an 
Atrocioys and Complicated Crime, and by 
x tHe 
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the Juſt. Judgment of God, Herod who cialficat 
mitted this barbarous Murder vpon Jobs thifland 
Baptiſt againſt his own Conſcience, ratielfify 
than he would. diſoblige his Whore, wif 
giv'n vp toall manner of wickedneſi, » 
afterwards with his Men of War exyolsſWri 
our. Saviour. to Scorn and Laughter ini 
Mock Royal :Robes, and fo as his Ung( 
ly Father Herod the Great. deſtroyed { 
the Infants, of Bethlehem with a deſign 1 
cut off Chriſt, the Wicked Son purſyin 
his Fathers bad deſign concurr'd in the Cy 
cifying of our Saviour. 
It remains that we take a view'of the jul 
ments that fell upon this Impure Coupl, 
which 7oſephus in his Jewiſh Antiquities, 
18. cap. 7. & 9. gives us an account of 3 
follows, - viz. that Herod's lawfal Wit, 
Daughter to Areras King of Arabia Peru 
underſtanding his Intrigue with his Siſtr 
in-Law Herodijas, and that he had a mil 
to Divorce her, to make way for that vi 
Strumpet, fled to her Father and acquaiy 
ted him with it, whereupon he made Wr 
againſt Herod, and defeated his Army.— 
And in the 40th year of Chriſt, Herod being 
accuſed of Rebellion, was together with hy 
Strumpet ' Herodias baniſht by the Emperd 
Caligula to Lions 1n France, where they Þt 
riſhr in 'Ignominy and Miſery, and tit 
whole Race of Herod the Great was extit 
gniſh'd in a 100 years time; tho'the Mems 
ry of their wickedneſs is perpetuated to al 
Ages. This Inſtance is ſufficient to convint 
2}] mankind that unclean perſons are & 
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cofficable of the greateſtVillainy of other kinds; 


bn thiland joſtly given up of God to commit: the | 


atel@ame ; for this Luſtful Prince having . com- 
mitted double Aduletry; a Rape and Inceſt; 
didaſterwards commit two of the moſt hor:- 
{cid-Murders that ever were committed up- 
0 off on; the face of the Earth, viz. That of John 
Wcf our Saviours fore-runner, and 
then that of ourSaviour himſelſ; ſach is the 
 enmitywhich uncleanneſs does naturally lead 
8 men into againſt God and Good Men,and to 
be given up to that enmity is certainly the 
molt dreadful of all puniſhments. 
The next thing that we meet with be- 
longing to our Subject is the Inſtance of the 
Woman taken in Adultery, in the 8th chap. 
of theEvangeliſt St. John, and brought by the 
Phariſees before our Saviour, that by their 
eaſnaring queſtions they might have ſome- 
thing whereof to accuſe him. Our Saviour 
knowing their wicked deſign, eluded them 
5 Kooping and writing upon the Ground. 
hat it was that he then wrote is more cu- 
riouſly than wiſely diſputed by the learned ; 
ſome. ſay that he wrote the words which he 
alterwards ſpoke to them, cthers, that he 
Wrote theſe words, viz. Tor are Barth and 
Joujudge after an earthly manner, others that 
wrote upon the Ground ſuch Crimes 
of the ſame kind as the Phariſees were guil- 
tyoff, in order to put them to ſilence ; or 
ome ſhort pathetical Sentence, exhorting 
them to the praCtiſe of Virtue and the abhor- 
rence of Vice , but theſe being all meer con- 
ures,. we let them paſs, In the mean 
t1me 
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time the Phariſees conceiving that he wlll. 
put to. a nonplas, and knew not what vii 
anſwer, did infolently urge him to ſpec 
which he:did- to their Confuſion, by bibs 
ding thoſe that were without ſin throw thilfaaſ 
firſt Stone at her, with which they wg 
ſo daunted and aſhamed, that they deſiſt 
from their:accuſation, and went out one 
ter another, being convicted by their on 
Conſciences, that they were Guilty as we 
as ſhe ; and found that neither their ſpe W 
lative nor private uncleanneſs were hi 
from our Saviour, who had formerly yall 
them, that luſting after aWoman was Ady- 
tery in the Eyes of God; and it's probabp 
did now point at their ſecret bodily w 
cleanneſs, when he commanded them thi 
were Innocent to throw the firſt Stonext 
her, according to the pradtice- of their 
own Law, Deut. 17. 7. which enjoyned the 
Witneſſes to lay their hands firſt upon the 
Head of the Perſon convicted by their En 
dence, as a Teſtimony that they thought 
them worthy of Death, and that they then 
ſclyes abhorred the Iniquity they were 
condemned for, whereas *twas plain to out 
Saviour, that theſe Phariſees took care only 
to keep the outſide clean before Men, but 
had no regard to inward purity of mind, 
nor to common honeſty, ſo that they coull 
but commit wickedneſs with ſecrecy and 
impunity ; and thus they are accuſed by 
the God of Truth, as making long Prayers, 
and beſtowing publick . Alms, while at 
the ſame time they devoured Widows 
Houſes, The 
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» ThePhariſees being thus defeated and con- 
t ited, the Woman is freed from all her 
+ Mceufers, upon which our Saviour asks her 
po mar bad'condenned ber, and npont her 

aſwering no, and finding that all her Ac- 
Meſers were gone, he ſaid, neither do 7 con- 
demin thee, go th way and fin n0 more, This 
fer of -oar Saviours hath been wreſted 
byſome, as if he had thereby declared that 
\pltery was no capital crime under the 
Goſhel,, whereas it 1s plain, that he only 
delned the part of a Magiſtrate and Judge; 
#hedid in another Caſe, when one Brother 

ed him to ſpeak to another, that he 
fhadd divide his Fathers Eſtate with him : 
Ine #2. 13. And therefore he only acts 
thegart of a Miniſter, in exhorting the 
Wem#n to Repentance and Reformation, 
but'no way extenuartes her Crime : Nay, on 
thecontrary, he ſeems direAaly to inſinuate 
tathhe deſerved Condemnation, and would 
not kave reproved any Judge if he had con- 
demned ber; but his main deſign was to diſ- 
cover the Hypocriſie of the Phariſees, who 
ihpoſed upon the people, as if they had 
been-the moſt_Juſt and upright ſort of men 
the World, and as an Evidence of it, 
weht this perſon taken in flagrari deli? 
e-him'who was a Preacher of Righte- 
oulneſs,, to know what his opinion was 
coneerning her puniſhment; and yet when he 
came to put the Queſtion home to their own . 
Conſciences, whether they were not guilty 
ofthe ſame Crimes, and if they were not, 
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bidthem to proceed in the execution of Ju- 
ſticg. 
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' able under the New Teſtament, is ey 


ſign of our Saviour's coming into the Worll 


ſtice, they went out one by one, Which Was 
as much as if they had made an open Cg. 


feſſion of their Hypocriſie and Villainy þ. 


fore all the Speftators, which was part 
evident before, in that they did not byj 
the Man as well as the Woman, which yi 


be ſure they might have done, ſeeing thi 


Criminals were taken in the AQ, and 
ought. to haye done it; ſeeing. by the Lay 
of God he was equally guilty, | and ther. 
fore upon the whole, to form ſuch an Ar. 
gsnment from this ſaying and pradtife o 
our Saviour, as that Adultery is not puniſ: 


whit as abſurd, as to fay that becauk þk 
declined being a Judge betwixt two Br 
thren, about the divikon of their Father; 
Inheritance, therefore there ought to bem 
ſuch thing as a diviſion of Parents'Eſtta 
amongſt their Children under the New Te 
ſtament. Beſides *tis apparent that thed: 


was to ſave peoplesSouls, and not to & 
ſtroy their Bodies ; as is evident from hi 
mercy to Mary Magdalen, out of whon 
he caſt Seven unclean Devils ; his Converk 
with the Woman of Samaria, whom |t 
convinced of the Evil of her Way ; al 
his permitting a Woman who was a ſinner, 
which in the New Teſtament Phraſe, isa 
much as a Common Proſtitute, to wipe hi 
Feet whither Hair, and to waſh them will 
herTears of Repentance. 
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| Theſe are all the ' Hiſtorical paſſages 
Con. which we find relating to our. Subject in the | 
o | ab Teſtament during Chriſt's abode upon + 
th, 


and therefore we come next to a 
allage' or--two in Joſephus, . ſuited-to our 
poſe.» The firſt 1s in his Antiquities, 


—w 
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th. 16: 18. Chap. 4. concerning Paulina a Roman 
thy Lady, Wife to Saturninus a Nobleman of 
Lay ome, upon whom Decins Mindus another 
ere. Roman of Quality became ſo enamonred, 
Ar. that he tempted her by Bribes and all o- 
eo ther methods imaginable to comply with 
it. bis luſtful defign, - offering her no leſs than 
ver [00000 Drachma's, which 1s computed. at 
: kB 6000 /. Sterlin, but ſhe would by no. means ' 
Br: conſent to him, whereupon he was ſo burnt 
er; WM uþ by his. Luſt, that he pined. and wither'd 


away daily, which being obſerved by 14a 


en 

at WW his Father's Servant Maid, ſhe learned his 
Te diſtemper, -and undertook his Cure for 
&- WF 25000 Drachn#s, which ſhe effefed thus, 
xl the underſtood that the Lady was particu- 
& W larly addicted to the worſhip of the Hea- 
ts then God 7s, who had a Temple; at Rome, 
oF and thereupon applying her ſelf to the 
erſ Prieſts, ſhe promis'd them 25000 Drachma's 
I if they could ſo contrive it that Decius 
al ſhould enjoy the Lady inthe "Temple ; 


xr, the one half in hand and the other upon 
$3 the performance of the Bargain, the Prieſts 
bi undertook it, and laid the Plot'in'the fol- 
my lowing manner. The Eldeſt of them when 
the Lady came to the Temple accoſted 
her, and pretended that the God * Anubis 


oy who frequented that Temple had conceiv?d 
I a 
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-a mighty paſſion for her, and: earneſtly de, 
fixed her "Company there: one night, the | 

dy being' charm'd with this extraordj- | 
nary ſort of Amour, being no leſs than a | 
| 

| 


Divine Courtſhip 2s she thought, acquain- 
ted her Husband with it, who was as fond 
of being a Cukeold by an imaginary Deity, 
as ſome of tie /ndians are at. preſent by 
their Brachmaiis ; And the reſt of rhe Ro- 
- man Ladys. began to grudge at Pauling's 
good Luck, and to long for the like, The 
appointed time being come, Pauliva makes 
haſt=to the Temple, where the Roguish 
Prieſts had Decins ready, who aſloon as the 
Lamps were removed approach'd to hisbe- 
loved Paulina; -and vnderthe notion of the 
God Anubis debauch'd her- without any 
reſiſtance, The deluded Lady,returned in the 
Morning highly honoured as $he thought ; 
but Decius meeting her a little after, re- 
newed his former ſuit, which. she rejected 
as uſual, whereupon he told her in an up 
braiding manner, that she was nor fo coy 
the other night in the Temple of /Jj, 
where he enjoy'd her for one fourth of the 
Sum that he had formerly proffered her: 
The: poor Lady heing ſurprized to. find that 
She had entertained a lewd Adulterer in 
ſtead of a ſuppoſed Divinity, tore her hair, 
rent her cloaths, and diſcoyered the Chet 
to her-Husband, who complaining; thereof 
to the Emperor Tiberias, he condemn'd the 
Prieſts and 74a to be hang'd, -ordered the 
Temple to be pulF'd down, the Statue of 
Anubis to be thrown into the Tijber, and 
| Decin 
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| Drcins Mundus to be banish'd, — and thus 
this Famous Temple was demolish*d, and 
the Convent of Prieſts deſtroyed, for -be- 
ing Pimps to the inſatiable Luſt of a Noble 
Rimanhe himfelf baniſl'd from his Country, 
which he had polluted, and /4z his Bawd pu- 
niſh'd as all others of the Trade ought to be. 
That ſame Author in the 18+ Book in 
his Antiquities and the 1 2th Chapter, gives 
vs another account of a Tragedy brought 
upon a great number of his Countrymen, 


by an'unlawful Amour, as follows. Avile- 


wand Aſmers two Jews of mezn Conditi- 
on, upon a diſguſt retired into an Ifland of 
the Euphrates, where joyning with other 
diſſplure perſons' and yagabond Jews, they 
 Þ became formidable to the adjacent Coun- 
"tries, which they-ravaged at their pleaſure, 
I £0 fo increaſing in number, were a Ter- 
\ WW rorto the Princes of thoſe Countries, and 
| f oliged them to court their friendſhip ; buc 
* WF faving once relax'd the diſcipline that they 
obſery'd when they firſt form'd themſelves 
» WF into a Society, they loſt ground, and Ar;- 
"Was liſting after a Parthian Lady, made War 
' MW xzainſt her Husband, upon her account, 
Find was. ſo bewitch'd with her Amours, 
What he countenanc'd [dulatry for her ſake, 
" Which bred diſcontent amongſt his Follow- 
i Fers, moſt of which were Jews, who com-- 
plaining thereof to Aſinens his Brother, he 
reprov'd him for it, upon which the Parth;j- 
n Lady poyſon'd Aſineus ; but the zudge- * 


, ment of God ſoon overtook them; for Mz- 
der taking Arms" againſt Arileus and 
- Ss - - TS h13 
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his diſſolute Companions, he defeated them 
in Battle, and afterwards the Greeks and 
Syrians, who liv'd in Seleucia Kill'd 59ooo 
of the Jews, ſuch was the fatal Conſequence 
of Whoredom and Idolatry, which did 
firſt mutually produce one another, and then 
both. together iſſued in the deſtruQion' of 
their followers. 

* The laſt inſtance. that we meet with in 
Joſephus, for our purpoſe is that in the 5th 
Book of his Wars and gth. Chapter, where 
he gives us an account that during the. 
Siege of Jeruſalem by Titus the Son of Ye/- 
paſian, the Faction called the Zealots becan 
Luſt ful, Effeminate, Laſcivious,Curl'd their Hair, 
\ wore Women Apparel, anointed themſelves tha 
their Beautymight be pleaſing, thirſted after Vi- 
natural pleaſures, and made Jeruſalem a Stew; 
and uot long after followed the utter deſtruttim 
of their City, Temple and Commonwealth, with 
the ſlaughter of 1,100000 of thezr people, {ince 
which they have been Vagabonds, a Curſe 
and a Reproach vpon the face of Earth, 
and are noted for a Luſtfull and Unclean 
People where ever they are, God having 
in his Juſt Judgment giv'n them up to 
work all manner of. Uncleanneſs with gree- 
dineſs, ſeeing . their Love to their Laſts 
made them firſt reje& the Pure and Holy 
Doctrine of our Saviour, and afterward; 
Crucify him, which. is another Inſtance 
to confirm what has been ſo often obſer- 
ved before, that ſuch Perſons or people 
as wallow 1a their Luſts. want. only an 
Opportunity and Tentation to declare 0- 
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pen War: againſt God and Religion, which 
always iſſues in their own Confuſion if 
their Converſion don't prevent it. 
We have often had occaſion to obſerve 
that Whoredome hath been productive of 
[dolatry, and in the firſt Chapter .of the 
- Romans, we have the Authority of the A- 
poſtle for it, that ldolatry hath been the pa- 
, rentof Uncleannels, YiceYer/a,where ſpeak- 
ing of thoſe that when they knewGod hy the 
; 
; 


ght of nature and the works of Creation 
Tet becauſe they Glorified him not as God, nei- 
ther were thankful but became vain un their 
Imaginations, their fooliſh heart was darkned, 
and profeſſing themſelves to be Wiſe they became 
Fools, and changing the Glory of the Incar- 
ruptible God into an Image, &Cc. Wherefore 
God: alſo gave them up to Vile Afcttions and 
Uncleanneſs, thro' the Luſts of their own hearts 
to diſhonour their own Bodies, between them- 
. ſelves. For even their Women changed the na- 
1 tural uſe into that which is againſt Nature, and 
likewiſe alſo the men leaving the natural uſe 
of the Women, burned in their Luſt one to- 
ward another, Men with Men working that 
which is unſcemly, receiving in themſelves 
that recompenſe of their error which was meet ; 
and as they did not like to retain Godin their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a Reprobate 
p mind to do thoſe things which are ngt conve- 
ment, being filled with all Uprighteouſneſs, For- 
mcation, XC. 


i'm; -:: What 
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What the Apoſtle ſays of - mens arriving 
to a great height of the knowledge of God 
by the light of nature, and the obſeryati. 
on of the Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence is evident by many Inſtances , but 
by none more than that of Sereca, who, 
tho' a Heathen, hath writ more true Di 
vinity than almoft -all thoſe Chriſtian wri. 
ters have done, who are known by the | 
name of Schoolmen. _— Plato, 
Socrates and others are alſo ſtrong proofs 
of this, but notwithſtanding all their knoy- 
ledge they were vain in their Imagina- 
tions,and thinking themſelves Wiſe became 
Fools, and ſo not- only they themſelves 
but the Heathens who had the benefit of 
their LeQures conceiving falſe notions of 
the Deity which every one of *em would 
adapt to their own Fancies, they were 
given up of God to all manner of Un- 
cleanneſs, and thence it came to paſs that 
the Ancients talkt ſo many obſcene things 
concerning the Yard of Prjapz, one of their 
Heathen Divinities, and-- Son to Bacchw 
and Yenw; in reality a Vile /Drunken De- 
baucht Stallion, whoſe virile parts be- 
ing of an Extroardinary Size, a Com- 
pany of Debaucht Women did continu- 
ally haunt him, ſo that the Magiſtrates of 
the Town where he liv'd were forced to 
baniſh him, whereupon ſay the Poets Ye- 
4; plagu'd them, ſo that they were for- 
ced to 'build him a Temple and in their 
folemnittes they carried about a ſtick in 
reſemblance of his Yard——Of the ſame 
nature 
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g nature- was the-Zleuſina Sacra ſolemnized 
q at ' Etenſis, a City of Greece, the proceſſion 
[= being - from thence to , Athens, and of 
. ſo great account Fla that ann Wor- 
[ ſhip, that they called it Myſtery by way of 
| Eminence ; the King with four Aſſiſtants 
. preſided at thoſe ſfolemnities ; the Ephor} 
: were - not : admitted - to the greateſt My- 
* B feeries till after. a years initiation, and 


| it was reckoned a great fayour that King 
Demetri«s. was admitted to them per ſaltam. 
The Athenians had ſo great a paſſion and 
Veneration for thoſe Myſteries that they 
' WW - thought they contributed to their leading 
a' peaceable Life, and coming to an hap- 
py end and a bleſſed State afterwards ; the 
| Senate was always called to ſee that eve- 
ry. thing belonging to them was perform» 
edin order, ſome defects abent them he- 
, ing reckon'd Capital, and when they were 
reduced to the greateſt ſtraits by their E- 
nemies, the Freedom and Enjoyment of 
thoſe Myſteries was the laſt thing they 
Capitulated for, and yet the thing that they 

kept all this pother about was according - 
- to Tertullian a very ſhameful} objet, and 
therefore we ſhall keep the Latin vail o- 
ver it, viz. Nature Mulicbris Imago, which 
tho? all that were admitted to them were 
ſworn to conceal, yet the ſagacity of the 
primitive Chriſtians found it out. At theſe 
Ceremonies the Women uſed to ride in 
Carts and abuſe one another with profane 
and ſcurrilous Language, fit indeed for 


Carted Whores, whence came the Pruverb 
I 4 De 


120 


De plauſro logui. This Ceremony was in: 


gions and would Accommodate the Deity 
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ſtituted in remembrance of--Ceres ſeekin; 
for her Daughter Proſerpina whom the 
Poets fancy Pluto raviſhed and carried 
to Hell. - And ſuch was the Hypocriſie 
,of thoſe who had the Condutt and Manage. 
ment. of thoſe ſolemnities, that tho? they 
knew the thing to be profane in the high- 
eſt degree, yet one of the four preſidents 
that aſſiſted the King during the fſolem- 
nity had the Impudence to run about and 
cry procul hinc, procul ite profani, 1. e. ſtand 
off and- begone all profane Perſons as i; 
related by Marcrobins, Tertullian, -Heſyehi- 
us, Atheneus and others, '- Such was the 
madneſs and wickedneſs of the Grecian 
at that time the moſt polite and learned Wa 

eople in theworld ; and whovalued then I lnt 
ſelves ſo much upon their Learning and Was 
Philoſophy, that they called all the reſt of I qu 
the World Barbarizxs, accounted the Goſpel iſ Bo 
fooliſhneſs, and lookt upon the Apoſtle I ſte 
Paul to be a Babbler. Of the ſame na- I Cc 
ture were the Feaſts 'and Solemnities of I &d 
Bacchus, Cybele and others, ſo ridiculous in 
themſelves that the very Scythians, who WW mt 
were reckoned the moſt Rude and Bar- JW 4 
barous of all Nations, laught at and ex- If fic 

loded the Fancy of Worſhipping Bacchu I id 
or a God, who made men drunk and mad. I Ce 
Yet to ſuch Ridiculous Fopperies and A- I mi 


'bominable Impurities -were the wiſe Gre- | {| 


cians given up by the Juſt Judgment of God, I ha 
becauſe they were vain in their Imagina- I lu 
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1: & their own Euxuriant Fancies, ſo that 
&« hi pking themſelves wiſe they became fools. 

-Parallell 'to this 1s the horrid. 1mpuri- 
of the-Popiſh Church and Clergy, which 
 much*more open and notorious be- 
re the! R eformation : the Rabb/'s of that 
Church: affefting to -be wiſe above what 
is Written, and Introducing not only ſu- 
itions of an ordinary ſize, but alſo 
nright Idolatry, as the Invocation and 
Adoration of Saints and Angels, God did 
uſtly give them up to all manner of Un- 
deannefs,- notwithſtanding their monaſti- 
cal yows and. pretended Celibacy, that 
they became the ſcandal of - Chriſtianity, 
their Monaſteries Bawdy-Houſes, and at laſt 
2 Butchers Shambles by murdering thoſe 
Infants- which -they had ſpuriouſly begot, 
35 was evident to the World by the great 
quantities of Childrens Skulls and other 
Bones which were found in their Mona- 
ſeries, upon their diſſolution in thoſe 


Countries where the Reformation obtain- 


: Jt were alſo to be wiſtfd that thoſe a 
mongſt Proteſtants, .who have been violent 
Aſrters and Impoſers of humane Inven- 
tions in the Worſhip of God, would con- 
iider whether that Impurity of Life and 
Converſation, which is but too too Re- 
markable amongſt thoſe who value them- 
ſelves as being Members of their Society, 
have not ſomething of a Judgment of the 


like nature in it. 


And 
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And it is alfo plain beyond all Conty 
dition that thoſe who embrace the 0p 
Arian Yetefie, now revived nnder the nin, 
of Socinianiſm, Deiſm, &c. ave reaſon y 
look upon thediſſblute lives of moſt of thy 
Fraterfiity in_ this Nation as: a Juſt Judy 
ment upon "them from God for groyj 
vain in their Imaginations, and rejefj 
all thoſe principles of Religion which thy 
cannot Fathom with their ſhallow and Cy 
rypted reaſon. 

_ We have ſten under what ſevere Pefyl, 
ties Ghaſtity was enjoya'd ' unto the 
who under the Old Teſtarnent were th 
peculiar people and Church of -God ; ax 
with what tremendous Judgments . thok 
who violated that Law were from time ty 
time purſued. We have alſo heard 
Saviour's Expoſition of the qth. Command 
ment, and how it reaches the Motionsanl 
AﬀeCtions of the Soul as well as the e 
ternal aft, and it hath been: Proved yy 
Divine Anthority that the giving of a Per: 
fon or People up to Uncleannefs is a hi 
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So that now it remains that we take n6- 
tice in what manner, and under whathe 
nalties Chaſtity is enjoyn'd to Chriſtian 
under the new Teſtament. We find ther 
in the 15 of the A#s, v. 20. That For 
nicationg was one of the things which the 
-firſt Synodical Meeting or General Cot 
ci] of the Chriſtian Church forbid, by th 
Authoriry of the Holy Ghoſt, by whicl 
Interpreters underſtand that not only Mar- 
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Haze within prohibited degrees, butAdulte- 
le fingleFornication and keeping of Concu- 
lines, or to uſe the term now in faſhion 
leaping of Miſſes was forbid, and the rea- 
by that manifeſt violation of the 


* 
iy 
: 


> of Nature, Creation, and Revelati- 
n is mixt with thoſe things which were 
Temporary, as the abſtaining from Blood, 
&t. was becauſe the Gentiles, eſpecially 
| le of the Eaſt were very much 
dicted to Uncleanneſs , and Cuſtom had 
revailed ſo much amongſt *em, that they 
arcely thought Fornicatibn or the keep- 
ing of a Concubine any ſin : And that it's 
in, thav this firſt Oecumenical Council 
if wemay ſo venture to call it, did not 
deſign this of Fornication as a Tempora- 


- 


prohibitibn only, will appear by the 
Apeated injunftions and prohibitions of 
the Apoſtles throughout their Epiſtles, and 
the Sentence of excluſion from the King- 
dom of Heaven, which from time to time s 
they pronounce againſt Whoredom. Thus 
Jak Win the 6th. of Romans v. 19. He tells them 
in, I that. a they had yielded their Members 'Ser- 
no- i vents ro. Vncleanneſs, ſo now they were to yield 
Pe. Wh their Members Servants unto Holineſs. Chap. 
an 8. 7, He tells them; That if they live after 
hen I the "Fleſh they ſhall die. Chap. 13. 13, 14- 
We are forbid to walk in Chambering and 
Wantonneſs, or to make proviſion for the fleſh 
to fallfill the Lufts thereof , the Reading of 
which latter Verſe, St. Anfin was diredt- 
& to by a Voice when walking in his 
Garden, which bid him rake up tne Bible and 


read, 
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read, and falling upon that Text he yy 
thereby converted, he having been forne.W% 
ly much giyen to Uncleannels. | 
Then 1n 41 Cor. Chap. 5. he ſeverely re. 
proves the Church of Corinth, for noth 
ving cenſured the inceſtuous Perſon wy M*; 
was one. of their Members, tho* guiltzil.”7; 
ſuch a ſort of Fornication as was not j 
much as named amoneſt the Gentiles, 4, 
That one ſhould have his Fathers Wik 
not that never any ſuch thing was cok 
mitted amongſt the Gentiles, for Hiſton 
teaches us the contrary ; but when It di 
happen it was never ſpoken of nor ment 
oned without horror, and wasalways lod: 
ed upon as Monſtrous and Ominoy; 
And therefore to take away the ſcand 
from the Chriſtian Church, the Apoſti 
Orders him to be delivered up to Satan, i4 
Excommunicated, and caſt ont of they. 
ciety of the Church, by which Cenſurek 
was thrown out of the Kingdom of Chrit 
as an Exile, and by Conſequence deprint 
of his protection, by which he became! 
Subje&t or rather ' a Slave to Satan, tit 
God of this World, there being no 
dium betwixt thoſe two, of being eititt 
a Subjet of Chriſt or a Subje& of Satal 
and therefore he who is caſt- out of tit 
Church clave on errante, may very wel 
be ſaid to be delivered up to Satan. It 
true there are ſome, who think that I 
cheſe words was meant a delivering 0 
him up to Satan to be tormented by ſont 
bodily diſtemper, but: that Expoſition Þ 
| | ea 
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: and 11th. Verſes of that Chapter the 


kpoſtle forbids chem ſo much as ro car with 
4 Brother who is a Fornicator, ſuch was the 
purity of Life that the Holy Ghoſt enjoin- 
eto all Chriſtians. 


In the 6th. Chap. the Apoſtle informs 
ns That neither Fornicators nor Adulterers , 
wr - Effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with 


mankind ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God 5 


and 'by Conſequence we may Judge that 
they were neither fit ro be Members of 
Churches, nor indeed. of Pohtick and Ci- 
yil Soctetes with Chriſtians. In the 11 
Verſe, he tells them ſuch were ſome of you, 
but now ye are Santtified. V. 13. He jays 
that-the body is not for Fornication, but for 


the Lord, and the Lord for the Body, And 


inthe 15, and 16. v. argues againſt Forni- 
cation from the abſurdity of it in Chri- 
ſtians, who thereby made their bodies that 


ae Members of Chriſt Meinbers of an Harlor, 


which, was as much as to fay that you 
cannot make Chriſt a partaker of Forni- 
cation with you, and therefore when you 


are guilty of thoſe  abominable ſins you. 


difunite your ſelf from Chriſt, and offer 


violence to your own bodies by pulling - 


your ſelf away from Chriſt, 2nd joining 
your ſelf to an Harlot. 

In the 18th. . Verſe he enjoins them to' 
flee Fornication, becauſe He that commitrteth 


' Formation ſinneth againſt hi: own Body, that 


Is, in a ſpecial manner, he diſhonoureth his 


lot 


Body by making it a Member of an Har- 
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lot and difuniting it from Chriſt ; he mz. its 
eth that Body which the Holy Ghoſt gic, We! 
daineth not to chuſe for a Temple , ſv 
Cage of Unclean ſpirits, and ſo provoke (8 
the Holy ſpirit to abandon it, who wij ſts! 
not dwell in an Impure place, and x 
Whoredom brings a more direct blemij 
upon the body than .any other fin doth, 
ſo it tends to the diſſolution and deſtts. 
Gtion of the frame of the Body. 

In the th. Chapter, the Apoſtle treay 
of Marriage as a proper Remedy apainf 
Fornication, and therefore neceſſary and 
commendable, not that it was Original 
inſtituted as a Remedy againſt Fornicati- 
tion, for it was appointed in Paradiſe, 
during the'State of Innocence, when there 
was no ſuch thing as Fornication ; but 
it became neceſſary for that end ſince the 
fall, and therefore as propagation was the 

_ primary end of Marriage, the avoiding of 
Fornication became a Secondary end—- 
The reaſon of the Apoſtles inſiſting upon 
this, is in the opinion of Commentators, be- 
cauſe there were ſome among the Corir- 
gout, to whom he wrote, who Counter- 
teiting Chaſtity deſpiſed Marriage, and fel| 
into hurtful] and filthy Luſts ; and others 
again under pretence of Chaſtity pretend 
ed to diſſolve their Marriage Contra, and 
put away-their Wives, that they might 
attend with more. diligence and aſliduity 
tpon the Service of God, and therefore to 
obviate both thoſe abſurd opinions he ſhews 


the neceſſity and fanQity of a nv 
ate 


ICC 
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re: tho. be awns that in conſideration of 


- te then, troubleſome times, and the per- 

«ations. which attended the Church, it 
< s herter for thoſe Chriſtians who had 
lt teGiftof Continency not to marry than to 
x engum! + apo w_ Famillies,-and the 
:« Wreceſlary Cares of providing for. 1 Family 
h bo always follow upon Marriage ; 
x. Mhitat the fame time he tells 'them thar 'tis 


hetter to Marry. than to Burn, and recalls 
Marriage to its Primitive inſtitution - in 
the. 2d, Verſe, thus, Let every Man have his 
onn Wife, ard let every Woman have ber 
mr Huband : By which he expreſly Con-* 
denns. Digamy and Polygamy.— And then 
he tc + a4 the duty of Married Perſons 
that. tho* they might for a time abſtain 
from the Marriage-Bed by mutual conſent, 
in order to give themſelves to faſting and 
prayer, yet they were not to defraid one as 
wther,, but to come together again, left Satan, 

Author of all Uncleannefs, ſhow's 
tempt them for their Incontinence, fo that 
by .this -Chapter it is plain, that that Ce- 
lIibacy which the Romiſh Clergy pretend 
to obſerve is none of God's appointment, 
al therefore *tis not to be wondred at, 
that. they who have ſo contemptuoufly re- 
ited the Sacred ordinance of Marriage 
mould be given up to thoſe Brutiſh Luſts 
ich have made them the ſcandal of rhe 
riſtian World. The Holy Paphnutins 
hen it was moved in the Councit of Nice 
tat the Clergy ſhould abſtain from their 
Wives, oppofed it by his Authority, or op 
Tncr 
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ther by the- Apoſtles? Authority,. telling 


that Marriage was honourable, and tha; - 


Mans lying with his own Wife was ny 
breach of Chaſtity, upon which the Cow. 
cil: commended his opinion, and ordain! 

nothing. in that affair as we are told þ 
Sozomen Hiſt. Tripartit. Lib. 2.C. 14. $ 
that the Canon which is. now numbret 
amongſt thoſe of that Council, forbidding 
the. Marriage of the Clergy, 1s with goo 
reaſon lookt upon as ſuppoſititious. 

_ In the 5th. of the Galatians, V. 19g. tk 
Apoſtle tells us, That the Works of the fi 
are Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſi 
viow:neſs ; and in the 24th. Verſe, he tells y 
that they that are Chriſfs have Cracified th 
fleſh with the Aﬀe&tions and Luſts, fotha 
thoſe who wallow in ſuch Impurities let 'n 


| «call theniſelves or be called by others whit 


they pleaſe, 'its plain that they have for 
feited their Title to the name of Chriſtians 

In the 2d. of the Epheſians, he reckon 
thoſe who walk in the Luſts of the fleſh, an 
Fulfill the deſires thereof amongſt the Chilar 
of wrath and diſobedience who. walk accorain 
ro the Prince of the power of the Air. Olt 
Luſtfull Gallants and Beaus would bere: 
dy to run any man thro” the Lungs wi 
ſhouldcall them Children of the Devil, ant: 
yet they are. calſed ſuch in expreſs term 
by the, Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that it's not to i 
wondred -at that, they. do ſo much ſpurn 1 
all revealed. Religion. 
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#4 In the 4th. Chapter, the Apoſtle calls 
-rhem off from the Impurities of the Gen- 
- tiles; 'who had gives themſelves over unto La: 
wn. cjnioa/reſs, ro work al! Uncleanneſs with Gree- 
ml dineſs, telling them rhey had nor /o learned 
Chriſt, In the 5th. Chapter he commands 
that Fornication and Uncleanneſs ſhould not 
once benamed amongſt them, neither Fulthineſs nor © 


by 
0 
e 
0 Fooliſh talking nor Teſting Which are not con - 
0f 
ie 
j 


capvenient, and the reaſon he ſubjoins, is 
this, That vo Whoremongers nor Unclean per- 
hath any Inheritanee in the K ingaom of 
Chriſt and of God —— TI hen whether they 
deſerve the name of Chriſtians whoſe chief 
x W delight is in Play-Houſes, where Fooliſh 
: W Jeſting and Talking is their principal En- 
18 tertainment ; or whether they are to be 
nM accounted ſach who wallow in Fornicati- 
18 onand Adultery, and who make their keep- 
& ing of Miſſes and Debauching of Women 
. & the Grand ſubject of their Converſation, 
i in all publick Companies, let any reaſon- 
8 able man Judge, 
n In the 2d Chapter of the Coloſians he 
of fommands Chriſtians to mortify their Member x 
(8 which are upon the Earth, vIz, Fornication, 
| Unchanneſs, inordinate Aﬀetion, &c. For 
18 which things ſake the wrath of God cometh on 
{8 Childrenof diſobedience. 
5 In the 1i1th. of the Hebrews and - 16th, 
: verſe he warns them to rake heed that there 
i be no Fornicator nor Profane Perſon among ft 
them like Eſau, who ſo!d bis Birth-right for one 
Morſel, Perſons who are addicted to their 
| Luſts being ready at any time to {ell their 
K 


ſhare 
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ſhare of Heaven and Religion ſo they may. 
but enjoy their Vile deſires : and in the 1 3th. 
Chapter and 4th. Verſe he tells them that 
Marriage ts honourable in all,and the Bed unde- 
filed,bur Whoremongers and Aautterers God mil 
Judge, by which the Apoſtle obviates the 
falſe Do@rine of thoſe Seducers. foretold 
in the"1ſt. of 77morhy and 4. who ſhould 
forbid Marriage, and tells them thatW hore- 
dome is ſo grievous a fin in the fight of 
God, that in a peculiar manner he will pu- 
niſh fuch perſons himſelf. 

It is fit alſo to beobſerved here, that the 
Fapiſts and: other Se&ts who forbid or re- 
ſtrain the uſe of Marriage were there. 
unto prompted at firſt by a falſe ſhew of 
Purity and Sandctity, which demonſtrates 
how abominable they reckoned the fin of 
Uncleanneſs, when they thought that Con- 
jugal Society rendered men unfit for their 
Devotions, but their unhappy miſtake was 
attended with miſchievous Conſequences, 

- for inſtead of that purity which they aim- 
ed at by diſpiſing Marriage which is f 
Divine inſtitution,. they fell into all man- 
ner of Uncleanneſs as is known to thoſe who 
have read the Hiſtories of the Encratites, 
AMareionites, Fatians, Manichees,c. whoſe Er- 
rors and Vitious Pradctiſes as to that mat 
ter,the Popiſh Monks have ſerv'd themſelves 
heirs to, and therefore cannot: avoid fal- 
ling under the reach of that Propheſie, 1ſt. 

_of Timothy and 4th. tho? they have fſtrain'd 

- their Wits: toward it off from themſelvs. 


The 
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The Apoitle Peter in his 1ſt. Epiſtle r. 
Cap. and 14. Verſe forbids Chriſtians to 


faſtnon themſelves according to their former 
Luſts, and in his 24 Cap. 11, v. he com- 


mands them to abſtain from fleſhly Luſts 
which War againſt the Soul. In the 2d. 
Chapter of his 2d. Epiſtle he tells us, Tar 
" God turned the Cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah into aſnes, 'making them an enſample un+ 
to. thoſe that after ſhould live Ungoaly.- -In 
the gth. verſe he ſubjoins that the Lord 
knows how to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day 
of Judgment to be puniſh'd, but chiefly ther 
that walk after toe fleſh in '» Luſt of Un- 
cleanneſs, and in the 14th. Verſe he fays, 
They hall receive the reward of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, having eyes full of Adultery and : ® Can- 
not ceaſe from fir. 

+ The Apoſtle Jude in his General E- 
piſtle tells us, That Sodom and Gomorrah 
giving themſclues over to Fornication, «nd go- 
ing aſter | ſtrange flech are ſer forth for an 
Example, [uffering the. Vengeance of Eternal 
Fire, he deſcribes alſo thoſe who walk af- 
ter their VUngodly Luſts to be mockers, which 
is .2s Viſible in our modern Beaus and Gal- 
lants as ever it was in any, there being 
none who do more mock and deſpiſe Religt- 
onthen ſuch, and now *tis become Fami1li- 
ar to them to run down Revelation and 
the Divine Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
lures, 
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In the 14th of the Revelations and 4th. 
The 144000 who are there ſaid to be ſinging a 
new ſong in Heaven, m the Company. of the 
Lamb, are deſcrib'd to be ſuch as had not defi- 
led themſelves with Women ;, That 1s, ſuch as 
had not polluted themſelves with Unlaw- 
full Luſts, but had poſſeſſed their Veſſels 
in SanQification and Honovr, as Chriſtians 
are adviſed to do. 1 Thefſ. 4. 4. Not that 
they had abſtain'd from Marriage, for that 
is Honourable and ſuch a ſtate as tends to 
the preſervation of Chaſtity, but they had 
eſcaped the pollution which was in the 
World, thro” Iguſt ; its true that the Senſe 
of the place is not wholly reſtricted to a 
bodily Chaſtity, but includes alſo a Spi- 
ritual Purity, Freedom from 1dolatry, and 
Communication with falſe Religions, bur 
that it does alſo relate to bodily Chaſti- 
ſtity, is unanimovſly agreed upon by Infer- 
preters. 

It is alſo obſervable that the Holy 
Ghoſt, to teſtify his hatred of Uncleanneſs 
hath repreſented Antichriſt the Antiechri- 
ſtian Church, and the Idolatry of that So- 
ciety, under the name of 2 Whore, the Mo: 
ther of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth ; 
thoſe that are poyſon'd' with her. Idola- 
trous DoQrine;heropreſents as having com- 
mitted Fornication with her, and drunk of 
her Golden Cup full of Abominations and 
Filthineſs of her Fornication, Rev. 17. And 
indeed to any that have read the wicked 
Lives of many of the Popes, and conſider 
the impurity of their Monks and Nuns, 


their 


their contempt of Marriage, their Unlaw- 
full Divorces, and Diſpenſations for Un- 
lawfull Marriages. Jt will appear that 
there's great reaſon to call the Church of 
Rome a Whore in a Literal Senſe. 

In the 21ſt, of the Revelations, we are 
' told that Whoremongers ſhall have their part 
in the Lake which Burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone : and in the 23d. we are told, 
That Whoremogers are excluded from the new 
Jeruſalem in Company” of Murders, Ido- 
laters and Sorcerers. So much for the 
Hiſtory of Whoredom, as far as it is touch- 
ed in the Old and New Teſtament, either 
as to the Inſtances —_ the Judgments 
inflicted upon the practioners of It, the 
Laws concerning it, and the puniſhments: 
threatned againſt tie Breakers of thoſe 
Laws, both in this World and that which 
is to come. 

Having finiſhed that part of our Hifto- 
ry for which the Scripture hath furniſhed 
us with materials, - We come in the next 
place to profane Hiſtory, for Inſtances re- 
lating to our Subject. e have already 
made uſe of ſome Inſtances fro Joſephs 
and other Hiſtorians, Obzrer as they had a 
Relation to the Scripture paſlages that we 
were upon, but come now to make uſe of _ 
them intirely for our Colleftions, and 
think it fit to acquaint the Reader 
that we muſt look back again-in order 
of time, becauſe *twas thonght beſt to have 
the Scripture Inſtances altogether. 


'KR 3 We 


a General Hiſtozy of Whozng. 133 . 


134 


An EMay towards 


_ We have formerly made mention of Se. 
miramis, in the Account which we gave of 


the deſtruQtion of Babylon, all that we have 


now to add,. 1s, that Juſtin. Lib. 1. gives 


-this Account of her, that after her Husband 


Ninwu's Death, ſhe puts on Mans apparre!], 
and feigned her ſelf to be Nin her own 
Son, who vas . but a Youth, and there- 
fore ſhe was affraid that he would not be 
able to manage the Scepter, Semiramis be- 
ing a Woman of low Stature, and ſinall 
Voice, was eaſily miſtaken for her Son, 
and- the better to conceal ' the fraud, ſhe 
covered her Arms and Legs, puta Tiara 
or round Ornament reſembling a Bonnet, 
upon her head, and the better to -pre- 
vent ſuſpicion of a diſguiſe, Ordered _ her 
Subjets to apparel] themſelves in that ſame 
manner, under the Notion of a new faſhi- 
on, ſo that ſhe paſs'd for her Son with- 
out. any . doubt or heſitation, and having 
under this diſguiſe enlarged her Husband's 
Conqueſts as was formerly ſaid, ſhe con: 
ceived that the Greatneſs of her Attions 
had put ker beyond the reach of Envy, and 
therefore diſcovered her ſelf, which was 
ſo far from leſſening her, that it mighti- 
Iy advanced her Reputation, but giving 
her ſelf up afterwards to Brutiſh Luſts, as 
was formerly mentioned, ſhe became en- 
amoured on her own Son, who thereup- 
on killed” her, and thus ſhe tarniſh'd all her 
former Glory and brought her ſelf to an un- 
timely death by her unnatural Luſt after ſhe 
Reign'd 42 yearsin Great Honour, 

7 Her 
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© Her Son Minus, tho' he abhorred his 
> Maghers Inceſtuous Amours, yet being Heir 

to. her Vices as well' as her Throne, as 
if he: had really changed Sexes as well as 
Habit with his Mother, he became Effe- 
winate and Luſtfu!, and ſpending his time 
Iogloriouſly - among Women, was rarely 
ſeen of any men, and fo concluded his 
days with Ignominy, leaving that unmanly 
pattern. to h1s ſucceſlors that they ſeldom 
yereſeen of any of theirSubjeCts,and thas the 
Aſyrian Empire which continued near 1306 
years, was extinguiſhed by the Effemina- 
c-and Luſts of their Princes and People, 
and came to a Concluſion in the Inglori- 
ous: Reign of Sardanapalzs, who Reigned 
a ſome Authors think when Jonah was 
ent - to; Preach Repentance to Mini* 
&,.but this cannot be rehed npon, the 

\ Learned do ſo much differ as to the point 
of Chronology : However, this is agreed 
upon by all hands, that he was a Luſtfyll 
and > Effeminate Prince, and gave him- 
ſelf ſo much up to Voluptuouſneſs that 
.he would ſit and Spin in a Womans 
- Habit amengſt his Concubines. And ſee- 
lag..it is commonly found by Experience 
that people imitate the bad example of 
tieir Princes ; there's no great reaſon to 
doubt but that the Ninivites, amongſt 
whom he reſided, were tainted with hisVices 
and* became diſſolute, ſe that they very 
well: deſerved thoſe Judgments denounc'd 
"againſt them by Jab, 2nd Hiſtorians, as 
Faſtin, Perar, and Scaliger acquaint us, 
| K 4 That 


136 ,  AnCilaytowarys 
| That the. wiſer part of his SubjeRts loath. 
ing to be Govern'd by ſuch an unmanly 
Debauchee, Rebell'd againſt him, under the ÞÞ :; 
Condu@ of Arſaces Governor of Media, i © 
who coming to ſee him and being admit. 
red' to his preſence with Great difficulty, | 
found him in Womans Habit Spinning pur. 

le upon a Diſtaff, amongſt a Company 
of his Whores, to whom he divided their 
ſeyeral Tasks of Wool, &c. And perceiy. 
ing him to be more Effeminate, and Lz 
ſcivious in his looks than any of the Wo. 
men, he conceiv'd great Indignation that 
ſo many Warlike Men ſhould be Gover. 
ned by a Perſon who diſown'd his Sex and 
handled a Diſtaff inſtead of a Sword, fo that 
having acquainted his Companions with 
what he had ſeen, they Conſpired' againſt 
him , . Beſieged him in MNijnve for two 
years, and reduced him to ſuch ſtraits that 
in a deſperate humor he retired into his 
Palace, where having Ere&ed a Funeral 
Pile, and laid all his moſt precious Move- 
ables upon it, he burnt himſelf with his 
Wives, Children and Pallace; (which was 
the only thing wherein he diſcovered 1 
Manly temper) Ordering the following 
diſtich to be engraven on his Tomb - 


_ habeo que edi, queque Exſaturata Li 

7,40 

Haufit at illa Jacent muta ac preclara rel 
Ws | 


= Which 


# 
Ty; 
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Which fays 4riftorle "was a fitter Epitaph 


fora Bull then a King ; It may bePara-_ | 
raw in Ergl!ſþ thus, | | 


tp 


Thoſe things 1 have which delight I ate, 
"And alſo thoſe which did my Luſt aſſwage; 
Tet may deſires are ſtill inſatiate, | 

' And that oughts left behind, enflames'my rage. 


The Medes having held the Empire 350 
- © years, it then fell into handsof the Perſigns 
- W inder the Condu@ of Cyr ; and that the 
Perſian Women were. not over modeſt ap- 
pears by the method they took to encou- 

| WF rage their Men, when they had the worſt 
| JW inthe Battle at firſt, with Afyages, viz. 
Wn þ = the Perſians began to run, their Wo- 
\ W. men uncovered their Secret-parts, upbrajd- 
| & ded them with Cowardice, and askt whi- 
; W ther they would hide themſelves in the 
WW Bellies of their Mothers and Wives, which 
FF Udfo animate them, that froma principal 
"of ſhame they returned to the Battle , 
came off Victorious, and by that means 

laid the Foundation of the Perſian Mo- 
narchy, which was afterwards overturn'd 

by BEminacy and Laſciviouſneſs, as we 
hall ſee in its place, and that the Perſcans 
ſhould have immers'd themfelves in Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs is ſo much the more remarkable and 
inexcuſable becauſe their Emperor Cyrus to 
break the Warlike Temper of the Zydians, 
whom he had overcome, thought it not e- 
nough to deprive them of their Horſes 

and | Arms, but commandgd them -to ex- 
ac | erciſe 


_ ertife themſelves in Publick-Houſes, Plays 
and” Bawdy-Hoyſes ; and thus ſays Tut W 
Lib. 1. this people who before Cyrus were Wil 


invincible in War, ' mighty by their in. 


duſtry ahd redonbtable . by their Valor Wi 
- loſt:their Ancient Gallantry by their x; WF 
feminate Delicacy and Luxury. And thy WP 
this Wantonneſs had invaded their Throne 
is evident from the Inſtance of Canis 
their King, who doting upon his Wife 
becauſe of her Incomparalle Beauty, com-: 
mended her in all Companies, and ng 
fatifized with that, he was ſo mad as tg 
expoſe her Naked to- the view of Gyy 
his Favourite, by appointing him a Sceret 
place -in her Bed-Chamber, which theq 
perceiving, tho* unknown to her  Husband 


ſhe was ſo much incens'd at it, -that the 


opos'd it to Gypes, either to kill the Ki 
DT ae 5 Sad the Ig. ng Foe 
prepare for death himſelf, the former of 
which conditions he accepted, and per- 
formed, and thus was Candaules pnnil 
for his Voluptuouſneſs by loſing his Lik 
and Crown, and having his Rate extin- 
guiſhed. 

Juſtin 1n his 1. Book acquaints vs alſo that 
one of the Magi called Comars, being in- 
ployed by Cambyſes to kill his Brother 2Me- 
gides, performed it Secretly, and Camby: 
ſes dying in the mean time of a Wound 
he received by his own Sword, Comaris itt 
up his own Brother Oropaftes for King, 
inſtead of Mergides, to whom the Suc- 
ceſſion belonged after .Cambyſes, wy 6c 
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ho Syery. like: dergides ;, but the matter 


x afterwards ſuſpected — Orthanus a No- 
mn found it out by his own Daugh- 
e+that was. one of the King's Concu- 
es, ſhe by her Father's perſwaſion felt 
wmaffes his head when he was aſleep, and 
Widing that he had no Ears, acquainted 
r Father with it, who thereby knew 
at it. was Oropaſtes, whoſe Ears Camby- 
ad ordered to be cut off, and impart- 
o it to the reſt of the Nobility, from 
rhom it was eaſie to conceal it becauſe 
e Kings of Perſia under a. ſhew of Ma- 
ely were kept from the view of their 
bes, they conſpired againſt him and 
ew both the Brothers, thus was Orapaſtes 
leprived of his Life and Crown by the 
Wirechery of one of his Concubines. 
The next paſſage we meet with in J#- 
for our purpoſe, is that of the Scyrhj- 
# Women, whoſe Husbands being [long 
abſent, he' ſays, 15 years in ſubduing Aſa, 
, Wiley ſent Meſſengers to them, telling them, 
What if they did not return, they wou'd + 
take care to have off-ſpring by their Neigh- 
bours, and that the Women ſhould not be 
to blame if the Race of the Scyrhjans failed, 
Fhereupon they returned having impoſed 
aſmall Tribute upon the Aſaticks, rather 
8 an acknowledgment of 'ther Conqueſts 
then as a Reward of their Vitory.—- 
That ſame Author, Book - 2d. tells us 
that the Scythjans having ſtaid - Years 
& from their Wives in their 3d. Expedition in- 
to Aſia, the Women reckoning has >< 
| cen 
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been all cut off, Married their " 
who were left at hometo look after ier' 
Catttle, ſo that when their Husbang Maul 
turned Vi@orious, they were look'd Mal 
. on as Foreign Invaders, and therefore tall 
Servants kept them out by force of 
ſo that afrer diverſe Skirmiſhes withy 
rious fortune, the Scyrhians confideringth 
thoſe who oppoſed them were theirk 
vants, they agreed to make uſe of 
againſt them inſtead of Arms, which 
fo good ſucceſs that their Servants, 
their Servile Spirits had returned tothy 
upon the ſight of the Whips, fled befy 
them. What 

Its alſo fit to take notice here, that 
Women ſo much fan'd in the Worldh 
the Name of Amazons, were Wives tt 
Colony or rather an Inungation of Sy 
ans, who ſettling themſelves in C appailiii 
about the River Thermodoon, and har 
ſubdued their Neighbours , were at | 
wholly cut off by a Conſpiracy of ti 
people whom they had Conquered, wa 
which their Women took Arms, andut 
only defended their own Territories, Wh 
enlarg?d their Dominions, and being «Wi 
cuſtomed to Govern men, lookt upon Mi 
Triage as a ſervitude, cut off all the Mt 
that were remaining among them, 
none of them might-feem more happy tk 
the reſt, by enjoyment of their HusbankF4 
and then having obtained.Peace, once a ja 
they convers'd with the Men of Ney 
bouring Nations, and if they broug 


J; 
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ll Males they, either killed then ot 
r then} home to their Fathers, but the 
Males they bred 'up to the uſe of Arms, 
all m pal Exerciſes, burning one of 
x Do that it might not hinder them 
{ their Bows, and preſerving the 
et to ſuckle their Girls, Amongſt thoſe 
gs are faid to haveReign'd the Famous 
 Martheſc ia, Lampeto, Otvera, Pen- 
% D Thar &c. and their Monar- 


+ id -to have continued till the time 
amder the Great. 


z'will have all that is writ of the 
ws to be a meer Fable, and others, 
Y all the ſtories of them was occaſion- 
{by "their Womens bearing Arms, and 
ng in Battle as well as the Men ; 
(dit may be, being more numerous in 
verſe of * thoſe Battles, than the' Men 
o-were either abſent or conſumed in 
Expeditions, they had the Chief Com- 
228is obſerved by Juan OrelbantheSpa- 
91 rd, who diſcovercd that great River,call'd 
$ Name of the River of the Amazons 
1 the Weſt- Indies, upon the ' Banks of 
meh he perceived the Women in Arms 
Paxceed the men in number, and to Com- 
| them, and upon that Account he gave 

' Name aforeſaid to that River. 
"But however the matter be, it affords 
wthis Obſervation, . that all Kingdoms 
| States ought to take care of en- 
raging Marriages, and fo avoid as 
| muck as may be the Exhauſting of their 
w by Wars, Colonies or' Conquelſts, 


which 


An Eſſay towatds 


which do naturally occaſion. the want 
a ſufficient number of Males to fun 
. the Females, whence proceeds Whored: 
Uncleanneſs, and Luxury, which infaljj 
iſnes in Contempt of Marriage, an ( 
ſtruction of Propagation, and the ruigy " 
a- people. wy 
Before we come to give an AccunWin 
how the Perſian Monarchy was overturg{p 
by Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs, we ful 
have occaſion to touch upon ſome Remat 
able Revolutions, occaſioned amongſt th 
. Grecks by Uncleanneſs. The-firſt that w 
meet with in 7ſ{tiz is that of Dyocles King 
or Goyernour of Athens, who having fore 
ed a young Woman, he was in: Reveny 
thereof killed by her Brother, wheray. 
on Hippias Brother to Dijocles ordered the 
youngman to be apprehended, and put 
ting him; upon the Rack, examined tin 
concerning thoſe that were privy to hs 
deſign, the young man in further Reveng 
for. this new Injury, Nam'd all the Ty 
rant's Friends, who being put to Death 
upon - his: Accuſation, Hippias ask'd if It 
knew. of any. more that were Conſciow 
to his Crime. To this the young mat 
anſwered, That there were -no more a 
whoſe Death he could gladly rejoycebut 
the Tyrant himſelf, which the Citizen 
took as a' Signal to recover their Joſt Li- 
berty,” and drove Hippias into Exile, who 
thereupon joining with the Perſians againſt 
his own Country was flain in Battle--And 
here it's proper to add that the eifeml: 
nacy 


= 
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wy and Luxury of | the Perſians * under 
oy An Xerxes,WAS the chief cavſe of the 
fi Si _overthrows which they Tereived 
16 Grecians. 


®The next. Remarkabl : "fates Which 
wo for, o8r purpoſe in Faſtin, i8'that 
.3d. Book ' he War betwixtthe 


eformer's havinigRaviſhed theVirgips be- 
ping to the latter whitſt they wo 
hag e, upon which the Lacedomineans bound 
4.3 Ives by a ſolemn Oath never to re- 
-inro their Country till they had ta- 

en in Meſſenia, which laid the © Foijnda- 
ton of Inteſt ine Diſcord, and Civil War - 
0 Grecia-——— The Siepe of this Town 
inued 10 years, during which time the 
aa Woinen being 'not able to 
brook. the want of their Husbands* Com- 
pay, they ſent heayy complaints to them 
[that head, but the Lacedemonians be- 
0 to violate their Oaths, and 
fame time ſenſible that their people 

lt needs decreaſe, they tell npon this Me- 

to ſend home all the young men who 
come as Recruits to their Camp at- 
ter the taking of the ſaid Oath, and al- 
lowing them the Liberty to Accompany 
mth the Women, the Children begot 
by this promiſcuous Copulation, were as 
7 Brand of their Mothers' Infamy called 
Petbenii, and arriving at the Ape of 30, 


t te en1ans and LaceAemoinians, dcealioned by 


they were ſomuchafraid of coming toWant, 


e they knew not whom to call Father, 


Br which way to have any Patrimony, that 


under 


I.” 
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under. the. Condutt of Phalantw Son to 4. 


ratus, Who, was the Sor 0 Fe Advice | 
to. ſend ..the. young, men Irom the Camp, 
EN Teolved to ſeek new fy 


bitations_- for, themſelves, .and ſo withoy 


ſo. much as.ſaluting or taking leave of their 
Mothers,. from.whom they deriv'd the |; 


_ famy of. being Baſtards, they arriv'd 


+aſt in ;/raly, ſubdued the T arentines, and 
ſettled in* their Country. But to retun 
to the Meſſenians, they were at laſt oye. 
come- by the Lacedemanians, 1n two Wars 
the 1ſt. of 20 and the 2. of14 years contin: 
uance, .and reduced to a miſerable flaery, 
which was originally occaſion'd as we hare 
Juſt now .heard by their Uncleanneſ, 
Oar. next Inſtance is in 7uſtiz Lib. x; 
concerning Timea Queen to Agts King of 
Lacedemonu, who being guilty of Adulte- 
ry with Alcibiades the Athenian, whileat 
Exile. from his Country at her Husbank 
Court, ſhe diſcovered to him the deſign 
which the Lacedemonians had againſt hi 
Life, becauſe they envied his Condu® and 
Glory, upon which Alcib;jades fled to the 


Perſians, and having by his cunning prevat 


with the Athenians. to recall him, he after: 
wards defeated the Lacedemonians by $1 
and Land, and brought them to ſue for 
Peace, ſo. deſtrutive to her Country ws 
the Unlawfull- Amours of this Whorih 
Queen, and fo ruinous to the whole Eal, 
and particularly to Arhens was the Vit 
ous Luſtfull Temper of Alcibjades ; the oc 


raſion of whoſe Exile as abovementioned 
wy 


% 
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was his-diſcovery of ſomething of the My- 


ſtery of Ceres'sWorkſhip,or the ProfancEle,. 


ſmaSacra, which we have already deſcribed 

tlarge. The fatal Exir of this Great Man is 
| Remarkable,vjz. Thathe was by the or- 
derof the 30 Tyrants burnt in his Chamber 
when aſleep, a ſuitable puniſhment from the 


hind of Divine Juſtice for one. that had burgr 
@hopure Luſt, however he deferved better 


"Treatment at ghe hands of his Country. 


That ſame Author in his ſixth Book, 
aquaints us that after the death of Epa-. 
minondas the great. Theban General, the 
Atbenians having no Enemy to whet their 
Emulation or Exerciſe their Martial Cou- 

e grew Luxurious and Debanch'd, ſpent 

eir Time and Revenues in publick Feſti- 


| rals and Plays, frequented the. Stage and 


Pay-Houſes more than the Camp, and did 
more extoll their Poets and Orators than 
- Captainsand Generals;hy which means 

ey loſt their Glory,and rendred themſelves 
and all Greece and Aſa a prey tothe Macedo- 


mars, formerly an obſcure people. | 


Before we go any further in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Unlawful Amours of Greece 


It may not be improper to take notice 


of the ruine of Troy by the Grecians,after 
ten years War upon the account of the 
Rape of fair Helena from Menelaus a Gre- 


can Prince, by Paris Syn to Priamw King 


'of Troy. This ſtory being known to eve- 


ry. School-Boy, its needleſs to inſiſt upon 
” but we ſhall only obſerve that.the-Luſt 


Paris occaſioned the ruin of that King- 
K | dom 
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dom and City about the year of the World 
2870, after it had ſtood near 296 years, 
The ruins of that Famons Town are {till 
to be' ſeen near the Mountain 74a about 
32 German Miles South of Conſtant inople, up- 
on the Aſian ſide of the Helleſpone or ſtrait 
of ' the Dardanelles as a Monument of Di- 
vine Juſtice againſt Whoredom.. 

Juſtin in his 9th. Book Eres us this 
Remarkable inſtance of puniſhment infli- 
Qed upon the Perſian Ambaſſadors for their 
Eechery, viz. That ws ſent © by Maga- 
bazus the Perſian General to''dettfand Ho- 
ſtages from, Amynras| King of Macedo 
ia, that Prince ' received” them kind- 
ly, and the Ambaſſadors having | drank 
largely in the timeof theFeaft, fo as their 
Lak was inflamed, they demanded that 
they might have the Company of the Kings 
Wives and Davghters at their entertain- 
ment, which they ſaid was a Pledge of 
Hoſpitality among the Perſians. The King 
thinking fit to grant it, the Perſians.began 
to handle the Women immodeſtly, upon 
which Alexander Son to King Amynta de- 
ſir'd his Father to withdraw from the Ban- 


 quet becauſe of his Age'and Gravity, the 


Prince ' having done” ſo, Alexanacy a little 
while after called out the Women, pre- 
tending that he would bring them back 
in a better dreſs, that ſo they might be the 
more acceptable to the Perſians, and in 
their place brought in as many young Men in 
Womens Habit with orders to puniſh the 
Ambaſſadors for their laſciviouſneſs, and ac- 

| cordingly 


a Gencral-Hiftoww of hozing. 

- cordingly when they begun: to handle them 

as\ they had done, the Women, the young 
men killd every one! of -the Ambaſſadors 
with Swords which they had concealed un- 
der their Garments. 
In that ſame Book we have an inſtance 
of an: abominable Inceſtnous: Intrigue of 
Ewrydice Wite to. another Amyntas King 
of Macedonia, 'and Nephew to the: for- 
mer, who falling in Love with her Son- 
in-Law, upon promiſe of Marriage under- 
took. to murder her Husband and advance 
her Gallant to the Throne, | but was pre- 
vented by her Daughter who diſcovered 
her Mothers Inceſt and bloody deſign, 
yet Amyntas for the Love: which he bare 
tw the Children that he had -by this wic. 
ked. Woman ſpar'd her, and the Unna- 
tural Beaſt after his Death murdered her 
own Sons Alexander and Peraiccas by hins, 
tho* for their ſakes he had ſpared her Life; 
and all this miſchief ſhe commitrred; thar 
he might wallow without Interruption in 
her Impure Luſts. 

In his 9th Book he gives us an account of 
the death of P/:lip of Macedon Rather to A4- 
kxander the Great, which was occatoned 

rtly by his having Divorc'd Olympias, on 

uſpicion ofAdultery,or with anAdulterous 
delign to marry Cleoparra,and partly becauſe 
ie had not executed Juſtice upon Arralzs 
for having Cortmitted Sodomy upon Pau- 
fanias, who frequently complained of it, 
but was always diſmiſ9d with ſcorn, and 


therefore watchins his Opportunity he 
4 BE. ſtabb'd 
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ſtabb'd Philip on the day that he was var. 
ried to Cleopatra as walking betwixt his 
own Sons, afterwards Alexander the Great 
and Alexander his Son-in-Law. Thus this 
Great Prince who had Conquer'd many 
Nations and Countries, became a Conqueſt 
and Victim to his own Luſts and the Lufts 
of others, and occaſioned likewiſe the 
death of his Paramour . Cleopatra, Olympia; 
having firſt murdered her Daughter, and 
then forc'd Cleoparra to hang her ſelf, 
His 10oth,. Book furniſhes vs with a 
very remarkable inſtance of Artaxerxe 
King. of Perſia, who had 115 ſome ſay 160 
Sons by Concubines, and three only by 
Lawfull Marriage, for which Incontinence 
he was 'puniſh'd in the following manner, 
his Son Darius __ by the Indulgence of 
Artaxerxes admitted to the Throne while 
he himſelf was alive, contrary to the Cy- 
ſto of the Perſian;, he ungratefully Con- 
ſpired againſt his -Father*s Life, and enga- 
ged 49 of his Brethren in the Conſpiracy, 
The occaſion of this Unnatural Plot was 
yet more vile than "the Plot it ſelf, which 
Tuſtin relates thus, Arraxerxes having de- 
feated and killed his Brother Cyrus in the 
War betwixt them, he married A4/paſis 
Cyrus his Concubine, and her Darius wou'd 
have his Father to reſign to him 
as well as his Throne, which the Indul- 
gent Father promiſed co do art firſt, but 
repenting of it afterwards, he made her 
prieſteſs to the Sun that he might have 
a fair pretence of denying her to Darin, 
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becauſe according to the Perſian ſuperſti - 


"tion, thoſe of that Office muſt obſerve 


perpetual Chaſtity. Darius taking this as 
2 great affront, entred into the Conſpi- 
racy as abovementioned, which being diſ- 
covered, the Inceſtuous and Unnatural 
Traitor with all his Aſſociates, their Wires 
and Children was cut off, that there 


"might be no memorial left of ſuch a hor- 


rid piece of Villainy. Thus was Unclean- 
neſs juſtly puniſh'd both in Father and 
Children, and this Inſtance is ſo much 
the more remarkable that it fell out but 
a few years before the overthrow of the 
Perſian Monarchy by Alexander the Great, 
which the Laſciviouſneſs and Effeminacy of 
the Perſians made eafy to be effeted. 

Our next inſtance is Alexander the Great, 
who tho' in the height of his Youth and 
Conqueſts, he obtain'd ſo much Glory by 
abſtaining from Darins his Beautiful Queen 
and Daughters who were his Captives, 
yer giving himſelf afterwards up to Im- 
= Pleaſures, he hath thereby rendred 
is Infamy as Immortal as his Fame. 
Its obſerved of him by his Hiſtorian Cur- 
tizs, that he was always more Famous in 
War than after Vicory, and that having 
broke the Power of the Perſian Empire 
he degenerated into thoſe very Manners 
or rather Vices, which made the Perſians 
ſuch an eaſie Conqueſt to him. That ſame 
Aathor in his 5th. Book gives us an Ac- 
count, ' that Alexander h#ving ftaid much 


longer at Babylon than he did at any 0- 
L 3 ther 
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ther place, the Corrupt Manners of the 
Citizens did more prejudice to the Di- 
{cipline of his Army than any thing they 
had met with before that time ; and in- 
deed the Deſcription that Curtius gives us 
of the abominable Luxury and Impurity 
which reign'd in that City, 1s ſufficient to 
convince .us that the Empire of which 
that was the Metropolis, or at leaſt the 
moſt Renowned and Greateſt City, was 
ripe for ruin. The words of the Hiſto. 
Tian arc as follow, There was nothing more 
corrupt than the manners of that City, and 
nothing more Accommodated to incite and pro- 
voke Voluptuouſneſs and Luſt. The Pare: 
and Husbands ' permitted therr Wives and 
' Daughters to lie with their Gueſts, provided 
they gave them a Reward. Banguets, Revell 
and Plays were the Chief aclights of the King: 
end Princes of Perſia, The Babylonians ze: 
wholly gin up to Wine, Drunkenneſs, and tit 
Conſequences of it. Their Women when they firſt 
came in to their Feaſis and Banquets were aj 
parelica moaeſily enough, but in a little time 
afrer they threw off their upper Garments, aid 
in the laſt place, with modeſty be it ſpoken, nt 
cover a their Nakeaneſs ; nor was this culy ti: 
praftije of the Common proſtitmes, but of thvir 
HMatrons and married Women, who eſteem « ſuch 
promiſcuous dalliance a Great piece of Com: 
plaiſance and Good breeding ,, with which De 
bauches, ſays our Author, that Army which 


Corguer'd Aſia being elutted for 34 days, they. 


had donbtleſs beearendred very unfit fir what 
they unaertook afterwards, if they bad not ven 
Reinforced 


<3. Bs 
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Reinfore'd by freſh ſupplies of uncorrupted men 
from Macedomia, &c. | 


Our Author gives us another Inſtance 
of- the Idleneſs and Luxury of the Perfs- 


. an Women, viz, That when Alexander rhe 


Great had received Purple and Macedonian 
Apparel made by his own Siſters in a Preſent 
from home, he ordered the ſame to be Preſent- 
ed to Syligambis the Mother of Darius, with 
this Complement, that if ſhe liKkd them he 


' would furniſh her with thoſe who ſhou'd teach 


her Grand Daughters to make ſuch, - which 
preſently drew Tears from the Perſian Prin- 
ceſs, there being nothing reckon'd more diſha- 
nourable amongſt the Perlian Women than to 
Card and Spin, whichl take tobe the mean- 
ing of our- Author's words to touch Wool. 
How much this differs from Sol9m9r's Cha- 
rater of a good Houſwife, and whether the 
handling of Wool had not been more cam- 
mendable than ſuch Diſſolute Revels as we 
joſt now mentioned, let the World judge. 
But to return' to Alexander the Great. 
After he had with great difficulty and 
danger paſt the ſtraits of Suſbr and ta- 
ken Per/cpolis the Royal Reſidence of. the 
Kings of Perſia, the Lalcivious Inhabitants 
became Bxecutioners of Divine Juſtice up- 
on themſelves and their Impure City, for 


- putting on their chief Ornaments of which 


their Luxury had made them provide a 
great Number, they threw. themſelves their 
Wives andChildren headlong from theWalls 
and Precipices, and ſet fire to their own 
Houſes : But that which is particularly re- 

L 4 mark- 
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markable as to Alexander , is that in 4 
Drunken fit at the perſwaſion of Thais a 
Drunken Whore, ſays Curtius, be ordered 
the Famous Royal Palace of the Perſian 
Kings to be burnt, which he had hitherto ſe 
ved; and he himſelf threw the firſt firebrand 
into it to bis perpetual Ignominy and Diſgrare, 
However, we may plainly fee by this paſ. 


ſage, that the fin of the Perſians was le-, 


gible 'in their puniſhment, when this Fa- 
mous Pace that had been polluted with 
ſuch Herds of Strumpets, as the Perſian 
Kings did uſually Entertain, was burnt to 
Aſhes at the inſtigation of an Infamons 
Strumpet, and not long after Darius himſelf 
fell by the hands of his Treacherous Subjeds, 
which put an end to the Perſian Empire, 
© Curtius In his 6th, Book gives us an Ac- 
count how Alexander became hatefall to the 
Graver ſort of his Captains and Generals 
by his degenerating into the Vices of the 
Perſians, as, Immoderate drinking, and 


_ ſpending his time .in Plays, and amongſt 


erds of Strumpets, which occaſioned fre: 
quent Confſpiracies againſt him, Mutinies 
amongſt his Souldiers; and other Com- 
motions. He became likewiſe guilty of 
Sodomy with Bagoas, Darius's Eunveh, af- 
feted the Perfran Habit and Cuſtoms, 
and entertained 360 Concubines as Dari 
xs had done before him, which occaſion- 
ed the Macedonians to grumble, and ſay, 
That he was more like to thoſe thet he 
had Conquer'd than a Conqueror, ſo that 
he was forc'd,to prevent their ſedirion, to 
_—_ | en- 
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age them in a freſh War, after he had 
© Mictoca days fſatiated his Luſt with 
Thaleſtris Queen of the Amazons at her own 
defire, While he was preparing for his 
Expedition againſt Beſſus, Philotas and 0- 
thers of his Great Officers conſpired a- 
gainſt his Life, but Nicomachu: a Catamite 
Wits diſcovered it by means of Dima- 
«ww, who was his Companion in that Un- 
natural Amour, revealed it ſo as *twas 
prevented, but it coſt his Villainous Par- 
amour Dimachus and others their Lives;ſuch 
was the fatal Conſequence of Dimachus's un- 
mtoral Luſt to himſelf and others. 
The next Inſtance which Curtizs affords 
ft for our purpoſe, is that. of Spiramenes, 
who being Prince or Governor of the 
Fople called Dahee, he revolted from .-- 
kxander, and doting upon his - Beautigull 
Wife, carried her with him where ever 
he went, ſhe being weary of that kind of 
Life adviſed him to ſubmit himſelf to Alex- 
ader; which he took fo ill,that he upbraid- 


, & her with a luſtfull deſign, thinking that 


her Beauty would make her acceptable to 
Alexandtr, and therefore would have kil- 
led her it he had not been hindred bye 
thoſe about him ; whereupon he forbad 
her to come any more info his preſence, 
- rv he might wean him-ſelf ' wh her, 
the paſs'd his time amongſt his Concubines ; 
but finding that he could not Conquer his 
paſſion towards her, he ſent for her again, 
and ſhe pretending to have forgat her for- 
mer Igjury, watch'd her opportunity when 


he' 
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he was faſt aſleep and cutting off his Head, igd 
rook one Servant along with her,and carries Na 
it to AMexander, which proves that her Huz. 
band's" ſuſpicion of her was not ill-foung. 
ed ; bnt Alexander tho” he was glad to he 
rid of ſuch a troubleſome Enemy as $pj,. 
menes, did fo much abhor the Barbary; 
and Treacherous Woman, that he Cog. 
manded her to depart the Camp, leſt the 
Grecian Women ſhould be infected by her 
carſed Example. 'T hus was Spiramene: and 

ſhe both juſtly puniſhed for their Unclean- 
neſs. 

Curtis in his 8th. Book gives us another 
Inſtance of Alexander's being Conquered 
by his Luſts, which was thus. Cohortane 
the Governor of a certain Country, he- 
ving ſubmitted himfelf to Alexander, he 
did likewiſe entertagn him with a Feaſt, 
and for his better diverſion ordered 9 
Noble Virgins to be brought in, amongſt 
whom was his own Daughter Roxane, a 
Lady of Incomparable Beanty ; with whom 
Alexander (who had abſtain'd from Dar- 
os fair Wife, and two Dan2hters, all La- | 
dies of much Greater Beauty and Qua- 
lIity) was fo much taken, that in the heat 
»of his Luſt he Contrafted a Marriage with 
this Comparatively Ignoble Lady, to the 
Great dſſguſt of his Friends. 

In 'the fame Book he gives us a lively 
Deſcription of the Effeminacy and Luxv- 
Ty of the [ndiars, who Inhabited about 
the Ganges. and Dyardenes, that were ſome 
of the laſt of Alexanger's Canqueſts, aud 
| indeed 


” a Oeneral Hiſtow of Whoting. 
adeed -Ripe for ſich Judgments as a Con- 


ead, FN inc 7 

ried Nayeſt Generally brings upon a Nation. Cur- 
us. Bip Expreſſes himſelf Elegantly concern- 
nd- Wing chem, thus, v7z. That the Luxury of 


heir Kings which they call Magnificence 
exceeds the Vices of all' other Nations , 
ons W they. never come abroad hut their Ser- 
m. @ rants carry Silver Cenfers and Perfume all 
the W the way that the Prince is to go. Heis 
ler © carried in a Golden Couch hung abort with 
nd I Jevels—T his Chair or Couch is followed 
in- W by his Guards, who carry Branches of 

rees with Singing-Birds and Parrots up- 
er W on them ; his Palace.is ſupported by Gild- 


ed @ &« Columns, and they adorn'd with Vines 


© I inlaid with Gold, and the Effigies of ſuch 
2- W Birds upon them 1n Silver as they do moſt 
hb» W Gelight in. When the King Combs and 
Dreſſes his Hair, then he gives Audience 
,o to Ambaſſadors and does Juſtice to his peo- 
| I ple, and his Shooes or Sandals being taken 
a off, his Feet are Anointed and Perfum'd 
m IF ith precious Ointments and Perfumes ; 
j- W lis greateſt Labour is Hunting, and 
- i that is to ſhoot Darts at Birds and Beaſts 
- | pxan'd vpin a Park or Cage ; his Concubines 
t © inthe meantime Singing about him,and ma- 
h I king vows for his ſucceſs, his ſhort Jour- 
e I nies he performs on Horſe-Back and the 

longer on Elephants covered over with 
7 | Gold, and a long Train of Concubines follow 
- Þ tim in Golden Couches or Chairs. And 
t | equal to this is the Luxory of the Queen 
e || and her, Attendants, ſo that we may rea- 
| | ily conclude that Alexander found no 
d | great 
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great difficulty in ſubduing ſuch Debay 
and Effeminate Nations, who were ful 
Ripe for Divine Vengeance. b, 

| We come now to the winding .up 
the Story of Alexander the Great, why 
did ſo far degenerate into the Manner 
and Vices of thoſe People he had Con. 
quer?d, that. he gave Crowns to ſome an 
took away Lives from others at the wil 
and pleaſure of his Whores, and parti. 
cularly of - Bagoas the Eunuch, who wx 
his Catamite. Curtizs gives us an Inſtance 
of this in his 10th. Book, where he Re- 
lates how Orſimes a Great Perſian Prince of 
Cyru?s off-ſpring , was falſely Accuſed 
and Executed, becauſe he deſpis'd that Vil. 
lainous Eunuch, and 'ſaid that it was not 
Whores and Catamites that he had any 
regard for, but only to the King's Friends, 
2nd when this Reyengefull Cafamite had 
got Alexander to Condemn this great Man, 


— 


ly and Bountifull to the King and his 
Ketinue, he could not forbear to aſlit 
at the Execution himfelf, upon which 0r- 
fines told him Satyrically, That he had heard 
that Women had ſometimes Goverrd Aſa, but 
it was never Govern'd by a Guelding before 
Thus Alexander being Govern'd by thoſe 
Vile Perſons, did upon their Accuſation ct 
off his beſt Friends, and became ſo hate- 
full to his own Greeks, that they talk'd 
divers times of Reyolting , and at laſt 
Poyſon'd him in Babylon amidſt his Feaſts 


and Revels, which was very Remarkable 
! that 
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uch 
tl ie had offered himſelf and his Army to 
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at he ſhould be Poyſor'd there where 


firſt Poyſoned by the Vicious Manners 
of the Perſians ;, and thus by his, Luxury 
ad Uncleanneſs | he occaſioned the Divi- 
fon of that vaſt Empire, which he had 


{wk » his Great Captains after his Death 


g cach of them eretted Monarchies 
far themſelves in thoſe Places where they 
Gavern'd, which occaſioned the ſpeedier 
ifolution of the Grecian Monarchy, and 
that it ,was leſs taken notice of as nor 
tring' cemented together under one head. 
Þ.ttue is it which the Wiſeman tells gs 
in'the Proverbs, That many ſtrong men have 
teen ſlain and caſt down by ſtrangeWomen; nay, 
we may add thar Empires and Monarchies 
have been over-turned by Uncleanneſs. 

The next remarkable inſtance we meet 


with in Juſtin is that of Djonyſias, junior 


the Tyrant of Sicily, who was as infamous 
for Uncleanneſs as for Cruelty, and being 
expelled by the Inhabitants of Syracsſa, 
he was received by thoſe of . Locr;s, where 
having ſurpriz d the Caſtle he Tyranniz'd 
alſo over them, Raviſhd the Wives of 
the Great Men, and the young Women 
before Marriage, and would then ſend 


"them back to their Sweet-hearts. The 


Loerenſes being at that time in War with 
Leophron, they vow'd if they came off Con- 
querers to proſtitute their Virgins on the 
Feſtival of Yews, which having negleRted 
to do, Dionyſus Circumvented the Citi- 
zens thus, he adviſed them in order to 

| perform 
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perform-their Vow,to ſend all their Wome? 
with their -Richeſt Apparel to the Ten 

ple of Yew, and choſe 'out a hundred g 
their handſomeſt Virgins and ſend th 
Richly: adorn'd to ſtay a Month in ; 
Brothell-Houſe, but beforehand to. oblige 
all their. Men by Oath not to touch one 
of them, -and likewiſe .to. take an Oh 
that none ſhould be Married *rill all thok 
Virgins were firſt difpos'd in Marriage 
The Citizens "thinking this a good Coy: 
trivance' both to abſolve: themſelves fron 
their Oaths and to preſerve the - Chaſtiry 
of their Virgins, did accordingly, Where. 
upon Djonyſins fent (his. Soldiers who dif. 
poiled the Women both of their Honoyr 
and Ornaments, which fo incens'd th 
Locrenſes againſt him that they likewik 
' drove him out of their City, and being 
received again by the Syracuſans he Ty- 
rannized over them in his uſual Manner, þ 
that: they Beſieged him and forcing himto 
lay down the - Government, he liv'd in 
Exile at Corinth, where he ſpent his tim 
in Taverns and Bawdy-Houſes, went in 
a ſordid Habit, kept the Meaneſt and moſt 
Raſcally Company. JangPd with Scoun- 
drels and Bawds, became a laughing ſtock 
'. to every Body, and would walk about 
in the Shambles to gaze upon the Meat 
that. he. was not able to buy, and wasre- 
duced fo low that partly to maintain him- 
ſelf, and partly to farisfy :his Tyrannical 
humour, he taught a Trivial School , and 
fo concluded his Life as Ingloriouſly as he 
led it, I 


m _ 
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fn his 22d. book, ' he gives us an In- 
kite of Agarhoctes another Tyrant of $;- 
a Son to a Potter, who during his youth 
ms Catamite, and as ſoon as he was 
f Age became a Common Stallion and a 
Jehwayman; but being Valiant and' Elo- 
ent, he was advanced to Great Cam- 
jds in the Army, and having Commirt- 
td" Adultery with Damaſco the Generals 
dy, he ſucceeded in his Poſt after his. 

and twice attempted the Soveraign- 
of the Iſland, which atlaſt he obtained; 
jt tho' he was proſperous for along time 
I rendered himſelf Famous by his Vi- 
Gries over the Carthaginians, Jadgment 
pirſved him at laſt, that he was forc'd to 
ire from 4frick, where his two Sons 
were put to death by the fury of his E- 
emies, and being himſelf taken with a 
"> Diſeaſe, - his Son and Grandſon 
adeWar upon one another for the Crown, 
wherein the latter ſucceeded, ſo that 4- 
mahocles was ford on his Death-Bed to 
mad his Wife and two young Children 
to Brypr, leſt they ſhould be cut off by 
his Grandfon, and in this Aflifted and 
Diſconſolate Condition he ended his days ; 
þ true has it always been. found that 
- —— and Adulterers God will 
ge. 
e- | In his 24th. Book, he gives us the Hi- 
n- | tory of the Inceſtuous Amour of Prolemy 
al | Ceraurus King of Macedonia, with his Siſter, 
d | 28d the fatal Conſequence of it to them 
he | doth. Prolemy having a mind to Uſurp the 
| Kings 
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Kingdom from. her two Sans, and to po. 
ſeſs himſelf of her fine City of Caſſangi, 
pretended- Love to. her, and that he hag 
no. other deſign in deliring her to Wi 
but to make -her_ a Queen, and that her 
Children ſhould ſucceed him, and becayſ: 
ſhe her ſelf and her Son Prolemy ſuſpeRted 
him, he ſwore to the Stncerity of his [1 
tentions upon the Altar in Jupiter's Tem- 
ple, whereupon that Inceſtuous Marriage 
was contraCted, and his Siſter, now his 
Wife - Arſinoe being 'overjoy'd at her ney 
Title of Queen, invited the King her Hus- 
band to her City of *Caſſandria, where al 
things were prepar'd to receive him with 
the utmoſt Magnificence, and ſhe order 
her. Sons to meet him with Crowns on 
their Heads, He Received and Embracd 
them with much ſeeming AﬀeCtion, but 
as ſoon as he came to the Gate of the 
City, he ordered them both to be kill'd, and 
the Caſtle to be ſeiz?d, their Mother en- 


| deavouring in vain to cover them in her 


Arms and preſerve them. Afrer this Tra- 
gedy as a Juſt puniſhment for her con- 
ſenting to ſuch an Inceſtuovs Marriage, 
ſhe went in Exile to Samothraeia, and Pro 
lemy in a little time after fell by the Sword 
of the Garls, who cut off his Head and 
fix'd it upon a Lartce. 

In his 26th. Book, we have the Story 
of Ariſtotimus, Tyrant of Epirus, who ha- 
ying kill'd and baniſh'd many of the No- 
bility. TheeArolians, who entertained rhe 
Exiles, ſent Ambaſſadors to demand the 

Wives 
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Wives and Children of the baniſhed, which 
| driftotimus pretended to+grant,.and as the 

Matrons had aſſembled. together to go to 
ife # their Husbands, he ſent and ſpoiled them 
their Apparrel, - threw ,them. in. Priſon 
4l'd the, Infants in the Arms of their Mo- 
4 and Raviſh'd. the Virgins, which fo 
| incengd the, people againſt him, that un- 
Mm» r the Condutt of Helematys an old man, 
ve | they Conſpir'd againſt him and. cut him 


HF +ln the Cloſe of that Book, he gives us an 
5- WF Account of the Inceſt of Demerrius King 
all BY of: Macedonia, with his Mother-in-Law Ar- 
ll | for, Queen of Cyreze, who had ſent for 
mon purpoſe to Marry. her Daughter 
2n I and enjoy that Crown, but being her ſelf 
'4 I taken with his Beauty, ſhe entertained an 
ut I [nceſtuous., Commerce with him, whichdid 
ie W © much. provoke her Daughter, and the 
d I people, that by her Daughters order he 
n- | was flain in her Mothers Bed, the Inceſtu- 
r © ow and Impudent Woman endeayouring 
i ©} preſerve him by covering him with her 
I own Budy. ' . 7 OIYY bh 
, 8 In the 28th. Book he likewiſe gives an 
3» © Atcount of, a War betwixt Aztiochus King 
a IN of Syria and Demetrius King of Macedonia, 
1 IF fxcauſe the latrer Married Pythia Davgh- 
ter-to the Queen. of . Epirus, whillt. his 
' | Wife who was Siſter to Antiochxs was yet 
- Þ ive, fo fatal hath,rhe Adultery of Prin- 
$ always been to Kings and Kingdoms. 
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In his-30th'Book, we have'the Inſtance of 
Prolemy King; 'of # pr, who having mur« 
dered his own Wite Emrydice, that was al- 
ſo his Siſter, he' became* ſo enamour'd on 
Agarnocla the Strumpet, that he minded 
nothing but Rerelling and ' Dancing ; and 
thus fays Jaſtin, the King became not only 


- a Spettatoy, but a Maſter of 'Villaſty, and . 


committing, Sozomy alſo with "Agathocles a 
handſome fellow , and Brother to the 
Strumpet above-mentioned, they and their 
Mother Evanthe govern'd the” King and 
Kingdom, and diſpoſed of all offices. ln 
the mean-time Prolemy died, which thoſe 
vile Women concealed a long-time, and 
fhar'd the Royal Treaſure, and Govern- 
ment with Villains - But the matter com- 
ing at laſt to be known, the multitude aſ- 
ſembled, cut off Avparhocles, and hangd 
his Mother gnd Siſter, ſach was the Tragi- 
cal Exit they brought upon themſelves by 
their uncleanneſs. 

. 1n his 37th. Book we have the inſtance 
of Mithridates the great King of Tontw, 
who married his own Siſter -Landuce', 
in which- match he was Juſtly unhappy, 
for during his long abſence a viewing the 
chief places of Afi, ſhe had admitted ſtran- 
gers to his Bad, and tho* ſhe feigned a 
mighty Joy at his return, yer ſhe ende- 
voured to poyſon him, inorder to cover 
her Unchaſity, whereef AMithridates being 
advertiſed by a Maid, he peniſyd- his Wite 
by death for her Treachery, and tho? lie 
himſelf became Great and Glorious _ 
WAardGs 
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wards by his Vifories over the Aſaaricks, 
wa Wars with the Romans ; yer Di- 

uſtice purſued him, ſo that.he kil- 
led himſelf in his old Age. when he heard 
that his Son," by that Unnatural Marriage 
had ofurp a th Kingdom. 
3n: his 38th. Book we have the horrid 
ce of. Prolemy Phyſcon, who after the 
death of Ptolem Kite of Egypt, Married 
tis Widow, C Cle opatra, who was his own 
, kill'd her.Son by her firſt Husbend 
the” very day of his. Marriage, and after- 
A Divoccy her ſelf and Raviſh4 her 
| ter, whom he afterwards Married : 
Ty made him ſo oocetal to the people 
that they. deſerted the City where he 
ont, ſo that- finding, himſelf a King 
ut Subjets, he was forc'd'to lavice 
ers to reſide there. —-And at laſt 
', Wikame ſo odious that he fled with the 
vn-that he had begof on his Siſter, ta- 
; T Daughter along with him, and 


- 


a Mercenary Army made War up- 
is Siſtet and his Country, and ſent 
hi his eldeſt Son and killed him_ to pre- 
| the peoples chuling him in his ſtead. 
he Subje&ts were ſo much enraged with 
proceeditigs, that they threw down 
. i Farues and PiQtures every where, which 
ie Tonceiving to be done by his Siſter's 
ae, he cut the Son that he had by 
kr 40, pieces, put them up ina Box, and 
*m to his Mother, on his Birth- day 
$ were they mutually plagued and. 
"milhed for their Inceſt, and a deſtru- 
M 2 Qiye 
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Qve War. was kindled betwixt them , 


which took” its firſt riſe From * their en. 


flamed Luſts, and proved fatal 'to their 
Subje&ts as well as to: themſelves. Prote. 
my Phyſcon, or the Debauch'd, dyrng a lit- 
tle time after, and having been ſome time 
before reconciled to his WIRe and Siſter 
Cleopatra, he left her the Kingdom of E. 
eypt, ſhe. being, compelled ' by the people 
to chuſe her-eldeſt Son to Govern that 
Kingdom, before ſhe 'would reſign the 


ſame, ſhe compelled him, to Divorce his 


Beloved. Wife ,and Siſter Cleopatra, and ſhe 
being afterwards married to 'Cyricenw in 
Syria, thoſe Inceſtnovs matehes were pu- 
niſhed by a mytval WF betwixt the Bre- 
thren Gryphus 'and Cyricenus, and the lat 
ter being, overcome, Gryphiaa Wife to 
Gryphis, would not be content till his: 
ſter and Wife. Cleopatra, wiom his Mo- 


ther had-made him .to Divorce was mit: 


dered ; and Cyrieenw, obtaining a Vitty 
ry over. Gryphzs 1n his Turn, put Gy: 
phina to deathin Revenge, ""Clevpatra the 
Mother 'being, weary of her Son Prolemy's 
Reigning . with her jointly in- Egypr, ſhe 
ſtir'd up the people againſt hjm, took his 


. Wife Seleuce from him, after. ſhe had born 


him two Sons, ſent him ito Exile, calld 
his younger Brother. Alexander . to "Reign 


' In his ſtead, but-he being afraid of her 
cruelty, abandon'd her ; then the Wicke! 
Woman being afraid that her eldeſt Son 
would make War upon her to recover 
the Kingdom, ſhe ſent great aſſiſtance to 

FENG | Gryphus, 


—. _——. 
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by © 5 Gueralbitoy ofiiibaing. 
w, and [likewiſe gave/ -bim1Sejerce. to 
Having -at-:the; ſame time re- 
q her Son Alexander, he underſtood 
that ſhe laid ſnares for his Life; and there- 
fore ſeiz'd - and cut; her off, and he him- 
__ daniſht by the people. for this par- 
"Thus - were .theirn-; raging Luſts 
hed, by a mutual War - and,,Raging 
Wo againſt, one another, —— And ag 
If Heaven would have Syrgaand Egypr to 
md: their fin in their puniſhment, they 
were invaded; and plagued by, Hierotimus 
king'of Arabia and? his Six hundred Sons, 
© | hom he had. begort on Concubines, and 
" I ko /attack'd the Syrians and Egyptians 
©} vith ſeparate Armies and ,parties. 
We come next to the Roman Hiſtory, 
- & nhere in the very threſhold -we are pre- 
* I feeted with an. Account, ; that .that- City 
 Þ aid Monarchy was founded by W hore- 
" & dom. The ftory. of Remws and Romuliz: be- 
ing-born of. a- Veſtal Virgin, for whom 
twas not Lawfull to Marry, and that 
they were the Founders of that City, de- 
monſtrates the. truth of Rome's being De- 
yd from a ſpurious Original, and the 
heing once Founded, Romuljes made 
it SanQtuary for Vagabonds and a di{- 
Serly Rabble, who were ſo much con- 
"1 by their Neighbours, that they 
ſorn'd to give them their Daughters in 
Marriage, which occaſion'd their Raviſh- 
the Sabine Virgins, and that brought 
h a War, which endangered the 0- 


rerthrow of this new Government 1n its 
In- 


165 


Infancy, .48 *Bk 


C8 $3. 


1 » te IL UC : 
ivey T \&bubtiat tare 


* _ inhis firſt:BookDee. rifo fatal hath Wher. 
dom: and *Uncleanneſs-alivays proved ts 
«114 OAT [ts 


Societies. | - * P, DE 
- Livy in;that ſame Book and Decad give; 
ps an Accent that Kingly' Governnieit 
was' overturned at Rome becauſe of '1 
Rape, inthe manner following : The King 
Sons and Kinfmen did-often 'ſpend their 
time in Feaſting and Treating one ano- 
ther, and” in their Cups at ſupper there 
happened'a Difcourſe, concerning their 
Wives; upon Which, each man” launched! 
out in the' praiſes of his owrlz and thenee 
a Quarrel arying, ' Colfarinus ſaid, It was in 
vain to talk, ſince it might eaſily-and ſpee- 
dily be known ' how "much his Wife 
cretia' excelled the reſt, adding (for they 
were ther'in 'the' Camp » before © Arats) 
Let us mount our Horſes 'and go ſee with 
ovr own Eyes what kind of Women onr 
Wives are, and that ſhall be the Tell, 
which occurs to each man upon this vn 
expected V ifit ; ſo that Galloping to'Fonr, 
- they went thence' to 'Collatia, wherethej 
found Zrcretia not imployed like the rel 
of the Kings Davghters-iti-Law, viz. ſpet- 
ding their time in Banquetting-and Lu. 
ry, but. ſitting amongſt - her Maids a Sp. 
Hing : Whereupon it was agreed that her 
-Husband Collatinns came 6ff* Conquerer If 
that diſpute, and he heing-pleagd with It, 
did Courteovſly invite the Royal Youths 
to Supper, at , which time Sexras Tarqui 
#1165 was ſeiz'd with a Luſllfill paſhon for 
» " 


: - « «PN 
a A RN ST SST COP TSSETTTITTTIrs TX 2, — —  - 


FF. agerat Piſtozy of Whyzig: 


4 Lady of extraordinary Beauty 

Ela, bur for that night they re- 
in to the Camp. | 
” Seine Jays after Sexrus Tar Gtbnins, 

r A compliſh his Loft N bl, 
en privily from the Camp to Collatia, 
ended” only with one Cimpanion, where 

vas hy entertamed by , Collarinra's 
ily who knew nothing © his Viſlain- 
3ntent, and -Conduce: & his Cham- 
"after Sopper, but being enflamed with 
> when 'he thought eyery body” was 
p, h2_ came with 'his' Sword drawn to 
"Ekereria's Bed-ſide, and laying his lefr hatid 

pon her Breaft, told her who'he was, 
md threatned' her with preſent death if 
he ſpoke one word. The poor Lady 5e- 
ing Furpi iz:d and afrighted, he'began to 
mx intreatics with his threats and to ex- 
webs himſelf in ſuch Terms, as his paſſion 


tpreſſions, nor' Barbarous threats could 
prevail with her, he told her that he 
would ſtab a Slave, lay him naked by her 
ſhe was dead, and raiſe a report, 
that they were killed in the very At of 
' "th by this means Targqeni/. over- 


| -th "Rome  Lucretia being, thus diſ- 


d and Father, deſiring them to come 
to her ſpeedily, with each of them a tru- 
. &y Friend, for a Grievous Acctdent had 
for ſnd her ; andcoming accordingly,they 
nd her very Penſive, her Husband ha- 
M 4 ving 
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weſted, bir finding that neither his ſoft - 


e her, and having ſatisfied his Lult ,” 


red, ſent immediately for her Hns- . 
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ving axkt: her the Cauſe *and mactier ſhe 
was not well : She burſt out znto Tears, 
and anſwered, No, how can.a Woman he 


- well that has loſt her Chaſtity, there arg 


yet © of another Man, Collating, 


3n thy Bed; but my Body only is violated 


and my mind Gniltleſs, of which my death 
ſhall be a Witneſs, but give me your hand; 
and promiſes that the, Adulterer ſhall nat 


eſcape unpuniſhed. Sextus Targuinins is the 


| n who, like an FRA | BEE Tatts a 
Gueſt, came Armed. to my Bed laſt night, 
and thence forced pleaſures, which if you 


are Men, will prove fatal tg him as yel 


as, to me. [They endeayoured, to comfort 
her.tellingher that where there was no car- 


Fent there could be no fault; Upon which, 
. ſhe anſwered :. Do you conſider what he 


deſerves,  tho* I abſolve,my {elf from the 
Crime, 1.will nor be free from the puniſh- 
ment: Nor ſhall any Unchaſte Woman live, 
to ſay Lucretia was her Example, and with 
that, ſhe ſtab d her ſelf to the heart with: 
Knife which ſhe had hid under herGarmen; 
upon which, her Father and Hysband fet 
up a loud cry. | ; 
Whilſt they were overwhelm'd with 
Grief, -Bratus, who came along with then, 
pulling the Knife out of her Wound, ſaid, 
| fnenr. by. this Blood, which was ſo Challe, 


before the King Stain'd it, and I take the 


Gods to Witneſs it, that IT will cut off 


. Sextus Tarquinins Superbus his wicked Wile 


and Children, with Sword, Fire, or 2: 


ny other violent means , I can, nor will 


ſyfter 
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er them, or any other from this time 


d, to be King of - Rome: | The” affli> 
Father and' Husband joined with him 


: Oath; and carrying Lucretia's Bo-. 
y into the "Market-Place, -ſtir'd' up the 
xeople, and marching in "Arms to Rome, 
g the like there, .and inveighing againſt 
he Loſt and Violence of ' Sextus ' T arqui- 
w, he alſo provoked the Army to join 
him againſt the King who had the 
ates of Rome ſhut agai him, was Pro- 
ed an Exile, and. he and his Chil- 
renexpell'd theGovernmentand the Coun- 
The Adulterer Sextus T arquiniue,was 
OY erel by the Gabii.— The King's Fa- 
ily was Plundered, and Kingly Govern- 
ment Aboliſhed after it had continued 244 
. And thus, the Government was 0- 
urned by the Luſtfulneſs of a Prince, 
who thereby brought ruin and diſgrace 
upon his Family, a fatal Exit upon him» 
ſelf, and entail'd a War upon his Coun- 
try, who join d in the Oath with Brut to 
ſuffer none of the T, arquans to Reign at 
Rome: 
The next paſſage we find for our purpoſe, 

th 13 that in Livy Decad. 1. Lib. 3. concer- 
n, | ning the Luſtfull deſign of Appins Clandi- 
d, Gone of the Decemvirs upon the Daugh- 
ec, | ter of Yirginizs, a Beautifull Virgin, whom 
he he endeavour'd to win with Money and 
off | fair Promiſes, but finding her Chaſtity 
fe inviolable he ſuborn'd a Client 'of his P 
q- to Challenge her for his ſlave, and ad- 
II Judg'd her to be ſuch in order to have 
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brought her into his own Luſtfull En. 
braces. - All the intreaties and Arguments 
of.' her Father. /i»ginixs and her Lover J:. 
liz joimd with the Complaints -and' My-. 
murs of..the People, could not” influent 
Appins. to abangion bis-Luſtfull'Defipn1, 6 
that: Yirginius” finding he hall no® Force tg 
ſtand by -him, ſafficient- to' grapple' with 
the Decemyirs, he ſnatcht a Knife from 
Butcher?sStall, and cried out thus, Dangh- 
rer, ſecingÞ"can'do'it no other way, do ] vinh. 
cate: thy ;Liberty,' and, immediately ſtahhq 
her, after which looking-back ro the Tri- 
bunal-, he aid, to' the - Luſtful Tyrant, 


 oAppius, with this Blood I deſtine thee 11 death. 


The Decemvirs orderd-him' to be laid hold 
on,: but making way thro'the Crowd with 
bis. ord; he went ſtraight to the Camy, 
hither-a-great number. of Citizens follow- 
ed him whitean the mearitime her Lover 
ciltns and Namitorms took Up Virginia's Corps, 
bewatling: the''lnjuſtice of - Appin, the un. 
happy Beauty :of the young Woman, art 
the neceſſity of her Father's doinz what he 
did; and the Matrons at theſame time cried 
out, ws thit the Conſequence of bringing 
torth; Ghildren ; was that-'the reward of 
Ghaſtity z and other expoſtwlations of the 
hke.natwne:”. /ioirinc beitig arrived in the 
Camp, all:over beſprinkled with his Daugh- 
ters blood, 'and the faraFlnftrument of her 
Death-1n bis hand, the whole Army was a- 
mazegd,: eſpecially ſeeing him followed by 
ſo many :Roman Citizens in their Gowns, 
and having commanded. Silence, they askt 
11M 
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him what was the matter, ts which aſ- 
l- | fon as Grief would permit him, 'he' held 
vp/his hands and bepg'd of hjs fellow Soltievs, 


a that 'they would not 1mpute that to him which 
| we Appius Claudius's Crime, #or bate bim 
X 4s & murderer of his own Children ;- that 'his 


Daughter was more dear to, bim than bis Life, 
if if ſhe could have lived to enjoy ber Liberty and 
| eſerve her Chaſtiry : But when he ſaw her 
, dragged like a Slave to be made a Whore on, *he 
; © thought ic better for him to loſe his Child by Death 
; | than Diſgrace'that he through his Mercy to 

hir was fallen into a ſhew of Cruelty, #03 would 
| be have ſurvived his Daughter, #hleſs he had 
* | been #n hopes, by the help of 'his fellow 'Sdltiers 
n 10 revenge ber Deathc 'They alſo hetkne® bad 
' Daughters and Wives, nor was the' Luſt 'of 
| Appios Claudius extinguiſhed by ' his | Daugh- 
; ters Death ;, but that the more he "eſcaped" pu- 
miſhment, the more extravagant, he would be. 
That by another Mans Calamity, they were 
taught to provide pain the like injury.” As 
| for bis part, bis Wife was Dead, his Daugh- 
it; becauſe ſhe contd live no longer 'in Chaſtity, 
| lied 'a - miſerable but "an honeſt death. Where- 
| fore Appius's Luſt 'had now no temptation in 
: his Houſe , That he would windicate his own 
body from any other violence whith he conld of- 
fer with the {as conrage that he 'aja that of 
his Daughter. Let orhex' men' look ' ro them- 
ſelves and their Children. © As Virginus ſpoke 
thus, the multitude anſwered with' ſhouts, 
That they would neither be wanting to revenge 
his Grief, nor to vindicate their own Liberty. 
Upon which being encouraged by the Citi- 
"on : | ZENBS 


- (threatned-to burn, alive, and. Ho Claw 


time That '\Whoredom overturned the form 

of the Roman Government. | 
Livy tm. the $th- Book of his firſk  Detad 
gives us a -Remarkable' Inſtance of the pu- 
niſhment. of, Minutia a Veſtal Virgin, . for 
breaking herVow of Chaſtity, by commiting 
Inceſt ::She became firſt ſaſpetted of wanton- 
neſs : becauſe of her Garb.and' Dreſs, which 
was thought too fine and:curious for one. of 
her profeſſion. ; and at laſt ſhe was paſttive- 
Iy accuſed before the High-prieſts, by one 
of her Bondmen, . that.turn'd Informer. a- 
2ainſt her, whereupon ſhe was fir(t enjoyn- 
ed | to. abſtain from her Office, and then 
being brought--to her- 5Iraal, was after 
Convittion ſentenc'd to be bury'd alive, 
which was executed accordingly at the Gate 
Collina, ' on the pav'd Cauſeway, which for 
her Crime was called Campus Seelerarus. BY 
ths 
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j ; and the loſtance immediately. Preceed- 
” we may ikiegd th ſee . bow hateful 
Wy edom, | Wa s am Romans at 
at time, when Een Ne, rather. to 
der his only Child, than 'to have her 
e a Whore ; and' that they conceiv'd 
* breach of a Vow of Chaſtity could not 
teexpiated any otherwiſe than by burying 
the Criminal alive. * 
i the 28h Chapter of that ſame Book, he 
es vs a Relation of the Ignominy and 
me that Z. Papirius an Uſarer brought 
” himſelf [by his' unnatural Luſt, and of 
benefit which accrewed to the people 
by a Villanons Outrage that he committed 
In the' Body of  C. Publazs, a Comely 
outh, the occaſion of which was thus. 
There was a barbarous Cuſtom then in nſe 
among it the Romans, called Nexus, being, 2 
kind 'of obligation ' whereby perſons thaf 
ow'd. Money were bound to their Creditors, 
to be their Slaves, 'and to work wholly for 
them till their Debts were paid, ' By vir- 
tive of which Cnſtom,C. Publizs was forc'd 
to bind himſelf for' a Debt of his Fathers 
to Papirius : Who being a luſtful Wreteh, 
endeavoured firſt to debanch the Youth by 


fiſthy Speeches and flatteries, but finding 


him proof againſt thoſe rentations, he en. 


| deqvoured to terrific him with threats, and 


ever and anon put him in mind of his 
Fortune, iz. that he was a Slave; but the 
Honeſt 'Youth not being to be prevailed 


upon this way neither, the Savage Uſurer 


IrUoL his Luſt info Rage, caus'd the 
poor 
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poor youth, to be. ſtrips naked and cruelly | 


whip'd, by which,his body was $deſperatch 


torn and angled, "the pet Youth be- 


ing not. able to Sos that Diſgrace and 
Torment, ran out into the Street. in that 
condition, and cried out upon the Uſurer fox 
his Cruelty and Luſt. This occaſioned x 
Great Concourſe of people ,, who being 
moy*d with Compaſſion towards the young. 
man, and with abhorrence ar the Indignity 
of the thing, as;that which- might perhaps 
befall themſelves, or their Children, they 
crowded into the Forum, and from thence 
went ina full Body to.the Council Chamber, 
which obliged the Conſuls to call a Senate ; 
and as the Fathers entred the Hauſe, the 
people, falling at their feet ſliewed them the 
young mans mangled and Bloody,, Back, 
whereup6n..a Law. was paſſed that from 
thence; forward the Eſtate and Goods aud 
not the. Body of any Debtor ſhould be 


——_ 


Chargeable for Debts. . Thus was ,Paririu 
fultly - puniſhed, for his Euſt and Savage 
Cruelty, in loſing his, Money being depri- 
ved of the Obje&t of bis Luft, and. brand- 
el with perpetual Infamy. 

That fame Author,  Decad 3. lib. 2. Chap 
57. tells. us that. Opiznia and. Floroffe. two 
Veſtal Nuns being convicted of Whartdom 
were buried alive, and Lucius Cantilyys Se- 
cretary.to the Pontiffs, that, committed, 1n- 
ceit with, Floronia was whipt ta death hy tc 
Arch-Pontiff in the Common-hall., Thai 


this villany of the Niigs was lookt upon 25 


a Publick and Ominous diſaſter, where* 
upun 


f 
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fn they ſent to the Oracle of Delphos to 


enquire how it might be exptared and had 
thi#Anſwer returned, ry = muſt bury! 


;wo- Couples alive in t eaſt Market , 
ja French-man and a 'French-woman 
xd a Greekman and a Greekwotnan, which 
was accordingly performed, - © 

-In the third Book of that ' Decad, | we 
haye an account that Humnibal's Arm 
which had not long before obtained a Glo- 
rious Victory over the Romans at Caitne, 
heeame ſo debaucht by wintering"In' Capaa 
iaſcivious City, that they ſpent- their 
time in Sleep, Drunkenneſs, delicate Fare, 
fews, Hot- houſes, &'c. which ſo weakned 
their” Bodies. and debauched their Minds ; 
thathis wintering at Cap-a was reckoned no 


kan overſight in Hannibal, than was: his' 


not eas rg, to Rome upon a 
defeat which he 'gave the Romans at Canne, 
{or when he marched 'ourt of Capua his Ar- 
ny'was entangled «with Harlots, and: his 
Meh were rendred ſoxffeminate with their 
Laxaty, that they could not endure fatigues 
formerly, but fled from their -Colours 
In" great numbers, and from that very tine 
the decay of the Carr-aginian Glory and* Re» 
pitation, and the fall of their Government 
may take its date,-ſuch have alwazs been 
the fatal conſequences of Luxury or, Un- 
ceanneſs to People and Nations. | 
It may not be improper here ts take 
notice of thefatal diſaſter of that Luxu- 
rious City of Cap, which being taken 


by 0. Fulvixe and Appine Clandirs , the 
Chief 
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Chief men of the City haſtened- their own 
deaths. by /Poyſen, and the, Senators werg 
put to death by Q. Fulvins,tho the Senate of 
Rome, had gr them. pardon far their 
Lives,.and then" Capua was reduced to x 
Village, tho the Buildings were ſpared, hut 
they were not allowed the privileges of ; 
Corporation ; nor the benefit of Magi. 
ſtrates, | 

bi the 3d. Decad, Lib. 9. Chep., 17. We 
have an account of the brutiſh Luſt of py 

minins the Roman Lientenant at Loeri, 4: 

gainſt whom the Locrians ſent, Ambaſſators 

to the Senate at Rome; where they charged 
| him and his Officers with Raviſhing their 
 Matrons, Virgins and Ingenuous Youths, 

That there was not one Houſe nor one Per- 
ſon 'in Loeri , but what had been injured 
and' that all parts of their City ſounded 
with Cries of Women. and, Children that 
were . raviſhed, which the Senate reſented 
ſo much, that Pleminias and above thirty 
of his Aſſociates were ſent in Chains tg 
Rome, where Pleminius made . his Exit in a 
Dungeon, .a juſt and ſuitable puniſhment 
for one- that had beea guilty of ſo many 
works of Darkneſs, _._ 

.; Our next Inſtance is/that of Souphoni/by, 
Decad 3. Book 10 Chap. 15. She was daugh- 
'ter to -Aſ/arabal. the -Famous  Carthaginian 
General, and Married to Syphax King of 
Numidia, who being routed by. Maſſiniſ 
King of Maſſie, and.an Allie- of the- Ko- 
mans, whgim he had diſpoiled of his. King; 


dom, Maſſiniſa was ſo enchanted with Love. 
t0 
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Sophonisba, that hemarried her within 


zecurſed Inconſtancy, for when he came 
into the Pallace where ſhe was, her ad- 
refs to him ſavoured more of a Courteſan 
than cither of a Conſtant Wife or a Gene- 
rous Queen, ſo that fhe ſeenr'd rather to 
'Cobrt bim than avoid his Embraces, for 


fer Husband Syphax being taken and car- 
. ried before Sczpio, who asked him; wliy 
s te made War upon the Romans; anſweted, 
d I That his Palace was ſet on fire by Nu- 
r I ptial Forches, when he married Sophonisba, 
;; © ho never reſted till ſhe had armed his 
- & Hands againſt himſelf, as well as his Gueſt 
ad good Friend : yet, That amidſt all his 
Miſcries he hid this Comfort ſtill, that he 
lw-the ſame Peſt and Fury was got into 
the Houſe and Family. of his greateſt Ene- 
ny, and that MMnſſiniſz was riot more pru- 
dent or conſtant than Syphax. This obli- 
d Scipio to rebuke and expoſtulate with 
Maſiniſſa privately; thus : Maſiniſſa, 7 be- 
lieve that you ſaw ſome ood things in me, not 
my when you came fr into Spain to contratt 
Friendſhip with me, but afterwards alſo, when 1 
fame into Africa, you committed both your-ſelf 
; = #d all jour Hopes to my protettion * But there 
Wn Virtue, for which I ſcem to be a fit Objeft 
; if your Aﬀettions, wherein [ glory ſo much as 
.- | the government and maſtery I have over m 
= ts; and this I would have you alſo, Maſli- 
| ſha, 24d 10 your other extraordinary Qualifi- 
| N '_ Cations, 


hours of his having taken her Cap-' 
ſuch was his impetuous Luſt and her 


-which Divire Juſtice ſoon found her out. . 
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| every ſide. After a great deal more to this 
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eations, for there is not, believe me, ſo much BW 
Daneer to be fear'd, in our Age, from armed 
Foes, as from Pleaſures that ſurrounds us ( 


purpoſe, he- concluded thus ; Subdue you ; 
paſſion, and have a care you do not deform many 
Virtues with one Vice, &c. Maſſiniſſa was þ C 
much ſtrack with this Mercurial. Speech, Wk 
that after a ſharp Confli& with his Paſſion W# 
and impetuous Amour, he ſent a truſty YÞ 
Servant with a Cup of Poyſon to Sophonizha, MW! 
and to tell her, That Maſiniſſa would wil- 
lingly have perform'd his firſt Promiſe to © 
her, as an Husband ought to his Wife, but Wh 
ſince they that were able to do it had taken Wl « 
that Power out of his Hands, he was reſol. 
ved to make good his ſecond Promiſe, That Wl * 
ſke ſhould not be, whilſt alive, in the Hands 
of any Romar, as being mindful of her Fa- I * 
ther, who was a General, her Country, and I * 
the two Kings to whom ſhe had been mar- I 1 
ried; and that ſhe therefore ſhould conſult | 
her own Good. To which Sophonisba, with I 
a Conſtancy much more comranaguable than Ill | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


ſhe was endow'd with when Maſiniſſa ac- 

coſted her with his Amours, anſwer'd, I c-- 
cept this Nuptial Preſent 5 nor is it unwelcem iſ 
to me, if my Husband could do no more for me, i, 
yet tell him ths from me, That I ſhould have 
dy d much beter, if I had not been married at 


my Funeral: And fo drank it off, without 


any more ado. Thus was ſhe puniſh'd for 


: her Diſloyalty to her Husband Syphax ; for 


it had been an eafie matter for a Woman of 
ſuch vaſt Courage as ſhe appears to have 
| been 


_—_— ©" 4 
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teen, to have deliver'd her ſelf by Death 
tam MMaſſiniſa's Embraces, as well before 
after ſhe had polluted her ſelf with ſuch 
© Unlawful Marriage. 

The next thing ſuitable to our Subject, 
Thich occurs to us in this Hiſtorian, is the 
Controverſie which happend among the 
Iimans, about abrogating the Oppian Law 
for reſtraining the Luxury of Womens Ap- 
rel; Marcus Portius Cato was for conti- 
ung the Law, and in his grave Oration 
on that Head had theſe remarkable Sayings 
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to I concerning it; viz. That if every one of the | 
but Romans had reſolv'd ro maintain the majeſty 
en prerogative of an Hwusband over his own 
ol- » we ſhould not have bad all this Tronble | 
vat Wl nh the Women in general ;, but now our Li- 
ds I berty being reſtrajn'd at home, . by the Tyranny 
2. WO for own Women, "tis intrench'd and rrampPal 


. 


nd WF mou bere i: the Forum. Our Anceſtors 
;r- © would not ſuffer Women to do any private 
lt W Haſimneſs, without the Advice of a Man, but 
th WW tobe at the diſpoſal of their Parents, Bre- 
an © thren, or Husband ; but We, forſooth, 
c- W now-adays, let them manage even the Corm- 
- M nowealch it ſelf. You have often heard me 
« © complain not only of the Prodigality of 
Women, but of Men too, and thoſe as well 
Magiſtrates as private Perſons ; and; that 
ge City labours under. rwo different Vices 
Avarice and Luxury, which have been the 
| Sane of all great Empires. But, ſays a 
| great Lady, 7 canner endure this levelling 
of | #4 equality ; why ſhould not I appear all glit- 
ve if ting with Gold, and cloathed in Purple? Why 

4 N 2 ſhould 
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ſhould the Poverty of others lie hid under the 
Umbrage of this Law, ſo- as what they canny 
have, they, if it were lawful, ſhould ſeem aþl; 
ro buy ? Will you Romans give your Wives oc. 
caſion to contend in this manner, that the Rich 
Women ſhall deſire to have what no Woman el 
can purchaſe, and tie poorer ſort, leſt for thi 
very Reaſon they ſhauld be contemn'd, to ſtretch 
beyond their Abilities ? She that can, out of her 
own Stock, wilt purchaſe the thing ſhe lack: 
and ſhe that cannot, will a«k her Husband ;, and 
woe be to that' man who either does or does ny 
grant their Requeſts, when he sball fee thatwhich 
he himſelf would not give her, given her by an- 
ther man. Andabundance moreto this pur- 
poſe ; which is the Opinion that the Wiſe 
of the Romans had of Temperance, and the 
Abhorrence they had of Luxury, as being 
always the Forerunner of the Ruine of any 
State or People. 

In the 8th Book, cap. 24, Decade 11, ht 
gives us an Account of a memorable Jude- 
ment upon a Roman Centurion, for violating 
the Chaſtity of a petty Grecian Queen, wha 
was committed to his Cuſtody among other 
Captives. The Centurion being taken with 
her Beauty, did firſt ſound her Inclinations, 
but finding her averſe to Voluntary Adul- 
tery, he offer'd Violence to her Body,which 
Fortune had made a Slave; after which, he 
put her in Hopes of returning into her onn 
Country, but at the ſame" time bargaind 
with, her for ſo mrch. Gold ; and leſt any 
of his own People ſhould know ir, he per- 


mitted her to ſend one of the other Cap: 


tives, 
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tives, whom ſhe pleas'd, to bring the Mo- 


at the fide of a River, whither he went the 


. 


- @ next "Night, with his Captive, to meet 
| oi As ſoon as they had ſhew'd himrthe 
6 Gold, the Lady commanded her Friends to 
thi @ draw their Swords, and kill the Centurion; 

e:c< W which being done, ſhe order'd them to cut 
'ber @ off his Head, and wrapping it-up in her 
ke; © Gown, carried it to. her Husband Ortiagor, 
and & whom before ſhe embraced, ſhe threw the 
»» @ Centurion's Head at his Feet, acquainting 


hich W@ him what Injury ſhe had receiv?d, and how 
«o- W fie had reveng'd it; and ſpent the remaining 
ur- WF part of her Life without any Stain upon her 
rt WF Conjugal Chaſtity. 

the W The next thing belonging to our Subje&t 
ins W which occurrs in this Hiſtorian, is, his Ac- 
ny WF count of the Bacchanalian Rites, Decad. 4, 

lib; 9, Cap. 8, &c. as follows, viz. 

he W There came a petty Prieſt, or. Prophet, 
lz- W of thoſe Times, our of Greece into Erruria, 
ing W 0w Tuſcany, who was the chief Manager of 
tha W certain Rites call'd 17cia, to which Religi- 
her W ous Performance there were addcd the 
ith W Meaſures of Feaſting and Wine, and when 
ns & Wine and the Night, the Men and Women 
ul- W being mixt together, had extinguiſh'd all 
ich W Senſe of Shame, firſt there were Debauche- 
he W nies of all ſorts committed, ingennous Men 
wn and Women lay promiſcuouſly with one- 
nd another, and falſe Witnelles, falſe Tokens 
nj # and Judgments, came out of that ſame Office 
er- | ®f Roguery ; and many times People were 
p- 8 Wd or poyſon'd in their own Houſes, and 
&, N 3 fre- 


ey. and\two of her Friends, toreceive her: 
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frequently '*twas ſo order'd, that their Bo- 
dies could not be found to be buried. Ma. 
ny Crimes were carried on by Treachery, 
and more by Force, and thoſe OQutrages were 
conceal'd, by reaſon of their Houlings and 
the noiſe of their Drums and Cymbals, 6 
that no-body could - hear the Cries of thoſe 


- that had Violence offer'd to them when they 


were k1lPd, or had Violence offer'd to their 
Chaſtity. This Miſchief came from Err, 


to Rome, whiere the bigneſs of the City con-' 


ceal'd their Villanies. 


Thoſe Wicked Praftices came at length 


to be diſcover*d by Pofturmius the Conſul, in 
the following manner. P. eAbutius being 
left an Orphan, was educated under the 
tutelage of his Mother Duronia, and his Fa- 
ther-in-law T. Scmpronizes Rutilus, of whom 


his Mother was mighty fond. His Father- 


1n-law having manag'd the Guardianſhip at 
that rate, - that he could give no good Ac- 
count of it, had a mind either to deſtroy 
the Young-man, or to have him oblig'd to 
him by ſome Bond ; and the beſt Way he 
could contrive to effe&t his Deſign was, by 
the .Bacchanalian Rites: —— Whereupon 
Diuronia calPd her Son, and told him, that 
ſhe had vow d when he was ſick, that as ſoon as 
he recover d ſhe would initiate him in the Bac- 
chanalia, which ſhe was now reſolv/d to perform, 
telling him, hat he muſt live Chaſe for ter 
days; that on the tenth aay ſhe would carry him 
to Stipper, and afterwards, when he was clean 
waſh, into the Sacrary. e/AEbutius happening 
to impart this to Hifþala Fecenia, a Curte- 

an, 
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fan, with whom he kept company, and who 
lord him entirely, ſhe diſſuaded him from 
telling him, it was 4 /nare laid for his Life, 


and pray*d, that a thouſand Curſes might light 
mtheir Heads who perſwaded him to it, The. 


Youth admiring at the Diſorder ſhe was in, 
defir'd her to ſpare her Curſes, for his Mo- 
ther, by the Conſent of his Father-in-law, 
had commanded him ſo to do; to which 
che replied, Tour Father in-law makes haſte to 

oy your Credit, Hopes, and Life. — This 


- put him into a Surprize, and made him the 


more eager to know what the matter was; 
whereupon ſhe (begging Pardon of the Gods 
and Goddeſſes, if, forced by the Love $he 
bore him, $she reveaFd things that ought to 
have been conceal'd) told him, that when 
zhe.was a Waiting-maid, $she went along 


'vith her Miſtreſs into that Sacrary, bur 


face she was free, never came within it : 
That $he knew it to be the Shop of all Cor- 
ruption ; tnat as ſoon as any Perſon was 
Introduc'd, he was deliver'd, like a Sacri- 
hce, to the Prieſts, who carried him into a 


Place that rung round with Howlings, Sing- 


ing, Cymbals, and Drums, that the Voice of 
any one that complain'd, when Luſtful Vio- 
lence was offer'd to them, might not be 
heard : Wherefore shedeſir'd and beſeech'd 
bim, that he would diſengage himſelf from 
that Deſign, by any means whatſoever, and 
not throw himſelf headlong into that place, 
Where he muſt both do and ſuffer all the 
moſt abominable things imaginable. Nor 
would $he let him ſtir from her, before the 

N 4 Young- 
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Young-man had promis'd that he woy1g 


keep away from thoſe Myſteries. 

When he came home, his Mother began 
to tell him what he muſt 'do in order to his 
initiation ; to which he anſwer'd, That jr 
uvald not be initiated at all : Whereupon he 
cried out, That he was ſo intoxicated with 
that Serpent Hiſpala, that be had boft all reef 
for his Father-1n-law, his Mother, and the Gods 
therſelves. His Father-in-law laying hold 
of the Opportunity, turn'd him out of doors, 
with four Servants ; whereupon the Young- 
man went to his Aunt Aebatia, a grave Ma. 
tron, and acquainted her with the Cauſe of 
kis being turn?d out ; ſhe advisd him to 
make Complaint to the Conſul Poſtumiw 
the next day, which he did privately ; the 
Conſul did thereupon ſend for Aebutia, and 
being inform'd by her concerning her Ne- 
phew Abutins, he ſent likewiſe for Hiſþals, 
who being amaz'd that ſhe ſhould be ſent 
for by a perſon of that Dignity, went to 
\ his Hovſe fall of Fear. —— The Confal 
taking her aſide, examin'd her before his 
Mother-in-law Szlpicia, a noble and grave 
Lady, concerning what was done in the 
Grove of $imele., at the Bacchanals : She was 
ſo much ſurpriz'd, that for ſome time ſhe 
ſtood ſpeechleſs, and at laſt confeſs'd, That 
when. ſhe was a very little Girl, and a Servant, 
fe was initiated mith her Miſtreſs, but, {or 

ome Vears, ſhe knew nething of what they did 
there, and would fain have evaded any fur- 
ther Queſtions, being afraid of the Gods ($he 
faid) whoſe Secrets ſhe had diſcover'd, but of 
OY Men 
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Men much more, who would tear ther in pieces 
for- being ſuch an Informer ,, and therefore 
pray'd they would fend her to ſome place 
put-of 7raly, where she might be in Safety. 
The Conful promis'd, that ſhe ſhould live ſe- 
te at Rome ; and then she eclar'd, that 
there was no manner of Villany omitted at ” 
thoſe Rites; that there were more Luſtful | 
Enormities committed by the Men, among 
themſelves, than by the: Women ; that if 
any ofie were unwilling to endure ſuch 
leſs Ations, and flow to Wickedneſs, 
were ſacrific'd for Victims, for they 
thonght nothing unlawful , which was the 
- greateſt Tenet of their Religion, that fach 
w | Men as would not. conſpire, aſſociate in 
© WY Villany, or endure their Luſtful Unclean- 
4 FF nefs, they carried away into ſecret Dens 
:- W and Caves, and gave out, that they were 
ſmatch*d away by the Gods; and that for 
it & two Years paſt they had order'd, that no 
0 body should be initiated, who was above 
| Twenty Tears of age, becauſe the younger 
$ they were, they thought they would be the 
© © more ready to endure their Folly and Leud- 
e neſs. The Conſul being thus throughly in. 
s  form'd of the matter, acquainted the Se- 
e | mate with it, and amongſt other things, in 
t his Speech to them, had theſe remarkable 
, Sayings : Do you think, Romans, that Toung- 
; 


men, who are initiated into this Order, are fit 
to be made Souldiers of ? Shall we put them in 
Arms, that come out of ſuch an obſcene Brothel- 
houſe? Will ſuch Fellows as theſe, that are co- 
" word all over with Bggeries of their own .and 
| | other 
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other men, fight for the Chaſtity of their Win, 
and Children * And ſetting forth. at large 
the Danger that might accrue to the State 
by thoſe Nightly Meetings, the Bacchanalia 
Rites were prohibited by Order of the $e. 
nate, all the Prieſts of the Order were com: 
manded to be $shut vp, and the Frequenters 
of thoſe Nightly Meetings enquir'd after; 
ſuch of them as they found to have been 
_ only initiated, and had faid Prayers accor- 
'ding to the Sacred Form, which the Prieſts 
repeated before them, in which was con- 
tain'd a curſed Obligation to commit all 
Ads of. Villany and Lechery, but had nat 
committed them, them they impriſon'd; 
but thoſe whom they found to have been. 
defiPd by Luſt or Murder, falſe Teſtimo- 
nies, falſe Tokens, forging of Wills, or 
- other PFrands, they put to Death ; after 
which the Bacchanalia were pull'd down at 
Rome, and all over'/taly. | 

We $hall conclude our Inſtances from 
Livy, with this Paſſage, which is the Iaſt 
that fam'd Hiſtorian affords us, that any 
way relates to our Subje&t. — 1t is pro- 
per however to obſerve here, that the Bac- 
chanalia, which we have now deſcrib'd, may 
juſtly be reckon'd a-Kin to, if not the Oft- 
ſpring of, the Eleuſima Sacra formerly men- 
tiond ; both of them had their Original 
from Greece, and were ſolemniz'd with much 
the like Secrecy and Outrage ; and both of 
them ſerve to let us fee how far Humane 
Nature may be deprav'd by raging _ 
when 
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ghen.a Perſon or People are juſtly given 
to. it of God. 

We think it proper, before we come to 
he Inſtances of the Roman Emperors, &c. 
hich are but too too numerous, to take a 
ew of thoſe perſons whom Plutarch has 
honour?d to be their Biographer, and to 
wal from thence what ſuits with our 

B . 

-We have taken notice, that Rome was 
fanded by a ſpurious Brood, and 1n the 
life of Theſcus, which is the firſt in Plu- 
och : We $hall find that Athens had much 
the fame 'fort of Original ; which is the 
nore -obſervable, becauſe from thoſe two 
Cities the Chriſtian Religion met with the 
greateſt Oppoſition, viz. from the vain 
Philoſophy of the former, and the more 
bloody and cruel Perſecation of the lat- 


Our Author tells us, That Theſeus, ſeems 
to reſemble' Romulus 1n many particulars, 
and in his Birth eſpecially, both of *em be- 
ing born out of Wedlock, and of uncertain 
Parentage. Age however is reckon'd to 
be Father to Theſes, by Athia Daughter to 
Pltheus, whom having got with Child, he 
left a Sword and a pair of Shoes, hiding 
- & them under a great Stone, and making her 
| IF only privy to it, commanding her, that if 
| BF fhe brought forth a Son, who when he came 
| | to Man's eſtate should be able to lift up the 
* | Stone, and take away what he had left 
, there, $he $hould ſend him away to him - 
| F Nith thoſe things with all Secrecy: Which 

| she 
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She having accordingly obſery'd, her Son 4 
Theſeus, after he had ſlain S57mnis, who from Wy 
\ his way of murthering Men was call'd 7, Wi 


Bender of Pincs, committed Foraication with 
his Daughter Perigxzne, begot Menalippw 
upon her, and afterwards married her tg 
another. The next Feat Theſews did, was 
the killing of Phea, a Beaſt of great herce. 
neſs, according to ſome, or a cyuel and 
Inſtful Woman, according to others, who 
had the Name of a Sow given her, from the 
beaſtlineſs of her Life ; 'which, -if true, $he 
was remarkably eneugh punishd, by one 
that was as guilty of Incontinence as her 
felf. --—-— The next thing we have of his 
Amours is, that with Ariadne, by whoſe 
Advice and Aſſiſtance he overcame the 24 
notaur ; but having ſerv'd his Ends, he de. 


' ferted her for another, viz. Aecgle, with 


whom he fell in Love, and thereupon 4. 
adne died of Grief, as ſome ſay, tho? others 
contradia it, and alledge, She died in 
Chiltdbed. —— Ovr Author gives vs alf 
an Account of his Rape of Avntiope, Princeh 
of the Amazons, — and, in Short, ſums up 
his unlawfyl Amours, and the fatal Conſe- 
quence of them, ina few words, thus :; Thit 
the Marriages of Theſes were neither ho- 
nourable in their beginning, nor fortunate 
in their Events; —- and recounts them thus, 
viz, that he fore'd Araxo the Traxenian ; 
ravish'd the Daughters of O11015 and Cercyon;, 
married Peribea the Mother of Ajax, and 


- then Pheribea, and then Jope the Daughter 


Jphicles Further he is accus'd for deſerting 
Art 
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Son Yſiadre, as is before related, being in love 
Tom With «gle, the Daughter of Panopexs, an 
Ti Bition neither juſt nor honourable ; and 
vith Wiaſtly, for the Rape of Helen, when he 


0 Wes fifty Years old, which fill'd all Arrica 


to hit War and Blood, and occaſion'd his Ba- 
was Wnighment and Death, Lycomedes having 
rce- WE thrown him headlong from a Rock, as he 
and W had hurried himſelf headlong into Luſtfyl 
vho MW Fafſion. Such was the fatal Exit of this 


Ebzick Hero, occaſion'd by his Uncleannefs. 
-n the Life of Lycurgas, that great Lacede= 
10: Philoſopher and Law-giver, we have 
her W ineminent Inſtance of the truth of that of 
his WW the Apoſtle concerning the Heathens, that 
pſe IF becauſe. when they knew God, they glorified 
1;- WF him not as God, he gave them up to work 
lc. W all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs ; for what 
th WW 16 than a Judicial Blindneſs could ſo much 
j- I infatuate ſuch a wiſe man as Lycurge, to al- 
1s WW low a Community of Wives, and the pro- 
in W niſcuous Dancings of young Men and Wo- 
men together naked, that muſt neceſſarily 
bflame their Luſts ? Which is own'd by 
PFlatarch himſelf, tho? cover'd under the 
handſom Expreſſions of alluring them to Mar- 
Hage, not upon Intereſt and Equality of For- 
tune and Birth, but from the ſweet Conſtraint 
ad unſophiſticatcd DiftAtes of Nature, — The 
| Reaſons of this Community of Women he en- 
forc'd. by theſe Arguments following, viz. 
That Children are not ſo much the Propriety of 
their Parents, as of the Commonwealth, and 
therefore he wonld not have "em begot by the firſt 
3 = Comers, but by the beſt Men that could be re c 
at 


4.4. 4% a 
1 


--. AnEſlay towards - . 
That the Laws of other Nations ſtem'd t6 - bini 
very defettive and incongruous, who were wery 
ſollicitoxs for the Bread of their Dogs and Hy. 

ſes, and ſent a great way to get the beſt Stallion, 
and yer kept their Wives under Lock and Ke, 
for fear of other Men ; whereas themſelves we 
craz.d, old, or infirm, and more fit to propagate 
Diſeaſes than their Species. Certainly any 
man, at firſt ſight, muſt needs ſee that 
thoſe DiQates of our Philoſopher are con. 
trary to the DiQates of Nature, and naty. 
rally IntroduRtive of all manner of Villany 
and Diſorders. — Reaſon, as well as Re- 
velation, teaches us, that Jealouſte is the 
Rage of a Man, and that there is nothing 
more unſupportable to Humane Nature, 
All Hiſtories are full of Tragical Inſtances 
of it ; and Experience teaches us, that thoſe 
Nations where ſuch promiſcuous Copulati- 
ons are allow'd, differ but very little from 
Brutes, whoſe Example Lycurgus propoſes, 
and they follow. If it be objected, What 
we find in the Life of our Author, that 6 
long as theſe Ordinances were obſery'd, the 
Women were ſo far from that Scandalous 
' Liberty which hath ſince been objeed to 
them, that they knew not what the Name 
of Adultery meant ; It may be anſwerd, 
That it implies a downright Contradiction; 
for if thoſe Ordinances were .obſerv*d, the 
Commonwealth of Sparta muſt neceſſarily 
have abounded with Latiery, whether the) 
knew the Name of it or not: Bur it's pro- 
bable, that ſeeing ſuch: a Choice of Pars 


mours Was allow'd them by Lycurgus's Laws, 
they 


22.00 > /—2 


"a General Hitfoy of Unboaie: 


Yom id not. reckon 1ying with their Neigh- _ 
er ors Wives Adultery : And therefore Ge- 
o- Sade might well ſay, That it was as impoſſi- 


$4 . . 
£ WP | 


ind an Adutterer in Sparta, as to find 4 
In with a Neck ſo long, that he could ftand at 
fide of the Mountain Taygetus, and drink 


ate Wfthe River that run on the other ſide of it. 
ny Kis alſo obſervable, that this Practiſe did 
lat paaſver the End taken from his Brutiſh 


n- Wiaſo, viz. to have ſtrong and healthful 


wy 


u- WO iren; for we have an Account by this 
> Author, that if they found the Child 


he lexion, they order'd it to. be caſt 
4 _ cep Cavern of the Earth, near the 
© WW Mountain T ayger 3 and that the Women 
& Wiid: alſo- bath the new-born Children in 


, thinking it would immediately kill 
'of a weak Conſtitution : ' And yet, 
rithſtanding all thoſe Precautions, we 
ind that they bad weakly Children bred 
and"thoſe, our Author ſays, they em- 
Joya in eathering Sallads and Herbs. 

o conclude this point ; It is not at all 
tbe wonder'd at, that 2 People who al- 
rd ſuch Unfaithfulneſs as to the Mar- 
bed, ſhould grow ſo unfaithful in all 
h other Tranſattions as the Lacedemo- 

we did, which occaſion'd their being ut- 
terly ruin'd by the Achenians. 

lathe Life of uma Pompilius, fo much 
reverenc'd by the Romaxs far his Piety, and 
*counted the firſt Inſtituter of their Reli- 
gion, we find, that when a Roman was ſuffi- 


Neigh- 


; 
Þ 


&ently ſtock'd with Children, in caſe his 


ab its Birth to be deform'd, and of an 
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. of the Earth ; . another Inſtarice of thoſe 
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Neighbour, who had none, ſhould deſire} 
him to accommodate him with his Wife. © 
that he alſo might have the Benefit of 1ſhe#/ 
from ſuch 'a fruitful Womati : Numa ft 
low'd the Husband either to lend his Wiki 
for a time, or to looſe the Bonds of Mgr. 
riage, and conſign her into the Hands of 
her Paramour for ever. — An early Pre. 
ſage that Rome was at laſt to berome the 
Mother of Harlots, and of the Abominatioi 


wiſe Heathens being judicially given up of 
God to their Uncleanneſs, becauſe they did 
not improve the Knowledge they had to 
the Glory of God; of whoſe Being and At. 
tributes they had ſuch clear Ideas. + 

In the Life of Solon we have an Account 
That that great Philoſopher and Law-yiver 
was guilty of Unlawful Love towards bop, 
and that deſigning to appropriate that Brt- 
tiſh pleaſure to ſuch as he calPd Gentlemen, 
he forbad the uſe of it to Slaves. In one 
of his Laws he permits an Heireſs, if her 
Lawful Husband prove impotent, to he 
with his neareſt Kinſman ; and yet he wat 
ſo inconſiſtent with himſelf, thathe permit- 
ted any one to kill an Adulterer, that found 
him in the At. —— We $hall concludethis 
paſſage with his Account of himſelf in this 
Diſtick : 


I mind a Song, a Miſs, and Glaſs of Wine ; 
Theſe are moſt mens Delights, and theſe are mint 
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#. In the Life of Camilus we have an Acs 
« @ tognt;, how the Latis were defeated by 
their Laſcivionſneſs and Whoredom, 'when 
"they had reduced the Romars to a very great 
vie W fait, the paſſage is thus ; The Latins de- 
, h nded a certain mimber of free- Maids 
from the Romans in Marriage; the latter 
ooking upon this as a Trick only to. gain 
Poſtages, and yet being both afraid and 
-ynable to carry on the War, they durſt not 
*politively refuſe them ; whereupon Turula, 
br Philores as ſome call her, advis'd the Ma» 
-giſtrates to ſend her, and ſome other beanti- 
fil Damoſels,who were Bond-maids, habited 
ike Free-Virgins, and while the Latins were 
in their Dalliances with them, they would 
pre them a Signal to fall out upon them : 
hich being agreed on accordingly, Tutula 
"the Night-time ſet up a lighted Torch 
won a wild Figtree, hanging up ſome 
"Clothes on the Tree that hid the Torch 
from the Latin Camp, while it was percep= 
tible to the Romans, and accordingly they 
fally*d, ſurpriz'd and deſtroy'd the Larins, 
In remembrance of which a Feſtival was aps 
_ call'd the None Capratice, wherein 
the People run out of the City in a confuſed 
manner , calling aloud the moſt familar 
and uſual Names, as Cains, Marcus, Lucins, 


the' Maid-ſervants, richly adorn'd, ran a- 

- bout, playing and jeſting upon all they mer; 

1, | ®nd amongſt themſelves uſe a kind of skir- 
mſhing, to ſhew. they help'd in the Corflict 

[a paint the Zarins ;, and in the time of their 
| Q Fealt- 


and the like, as they did at the Sally ; and 
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Feaſting, they ſit ſhaded over with Bonghs of 
- wild Figtrce. 

, Our next Inſtance is that bold Arhoriag 
Gentleman Pericles, whoſe Weak Side was 
Laſciviouſneſs, and therefore he hecame the 
Subject of the Railery of the Comick Poets 
of his time; who upbraided him, as being 
the errant'ſt Whoremonger that ever liy'd, 
charg'd him with diſhoneſt Converſe with 
the Wife of Meipps, and of committing 
Inceſt with his own ' Son's Wife : His In- 
trigue with Aſþatia betore Marriage 1s alſn 
much taken Notice of, and She 1s accus'd of 
being no better than aZawd, or as the Tran- 
flator expreſſes it, Keeper of a Yaulting-ſchoo, 
They did alſo vpbrajd him with the Vola- 
ries or Birdcages of Pyrilampes, who being 
Pericless Friend, they pretended that he 
us'd to preſent Peacocks and fine Birds to 
Pericles's Miſſes. The Puniſhments infliaed 
upon Pc;icles we find to be, that he was not 
only envied and diſturb'd by I umults and 
Seditions, but diſquieted with the Diſobe- 
dience and Scurrilous RefleQions of his own 
eldeſt Son, depriv'd of him and his youngeſt 
Son, whom he lowd entirely, by Death, 
and conſtrain'd at laſt to repeal- his own 
Law againſt Baſtards enjoying any Inheri- 
tance, that his Baſtard Son ſhould keep up 
the Name of his Family ; and he was cut off 
too at laſt, by Order of the Senate : And 
Pericles himſelf, who had burnt fo much 1n 
Luſt, - was confoum'd to» death by a hurning 
Plague, his Uncjeannefs having fix'd ſuch a 
Stain upon his Memory, as all his res 

ACtl- 


=X_ ==>” 2 mmqzico = 


ay © <2 


2-3-7 1 


* a General Hiſtozy of WHozing: 
kRions-have not been able to wipe off. 
"Jn the Life of Fabizs Maximus we have 
Account how Tarentum was betray'd to 


mh her Amours and Flatteries prevaiPd 
won her Lover, a Noble Brutian, to betray 
"Town to the Romans: Fabius having 


d. Wat her Brother, who was in his Army, in- 
th Wiothe Town on purpoſe to manage the In- 
is Wirigue ; or, according to others, ſhe had 
n- Whrmerly been Fabir.s own Miſtreſs, and he 
#7 {hjmirted her to go and corrupt the Taren- 
of Wine Governor by her lewd Embraces, which 

- Wocaſion'd the taking and cruel deſtruction 


«the Town : So fatal are Harlots to all 
4- Wlmmonwealths where they are ſiffer'd to re- 
1s Wan unpuniſh'd. 

ic W We have already had occaſion'to obſerve 
to Wiow fatal the Impure Amours of Alcibiades 
d Wins to all Greece, and particularly to Athens ; 
ot Whit there are divers more obſervable Parti- 
1d Wlars as to that matter, in his Life written 
 WyPlutarch, tho' he was continually attend - 
n Wet by that excellent perſon Socrates, whoſe 
molſome Inſtructions had much Influence 
pon him, yet all his Philoſophy was not 
ale to reform him. We find him accus'd, 
men a Boy, of a Suſpicion of being 4 Cara- 
me; his Wife Hipparete, a virtuous Lady, 
md one that lov'd him entirely, abandon'd 
lim at laſt, becauſe of his multitude of 
Whores, and ſud for a Divorce from him ; 
but when ſhe preſented her ſelf before the 
Magiſtrate for that'end, Alcibiades retook 
er again by Force. — He is accus'd of be- 
O 2 ing 


tim by means of an Unchaſt Woman, who 


195 


An Effay towatds 
ing Luxurious in his Eating, Drinking, and 
Amours, and was much deſpis'd by the 4. 
thenians, becauſe, inſtead of their uſual Eg. 
ſigns upon his Shield, he had a Cupid paint. 
ed upon it with a Thunderbolt in his Hand, 
Ariſtophon the Painter drew hit ſitting ig 
the Curteſan Nemea's Arms, which much 
diſpleas'd the graver Athenians. While he 
was an Exile at Sparta, he debauch'd the 
Wife of Agis King of Lacedemon, and had 1 
Son by her : And 'tis obſervable, that the 
canſe of his- being baniſtfd from his own 
Country and condemn'd to Death, was his 
having perform'd the debauch'd Myſteries 
of the Elerſina Sacra by way of Mockery, 
The Injury he did to 4g King of Lacede- 
101 made him unſafe there, ſo that he fled 
for Security to Ti/aphernes . the Perſian Ge- 
neral, In a word, his whole Life was a 
continued Series of remarkable Ups and 
Downs : And his Death was no leſs remar- 
kable, the Hiſtorian giving us an Account 


of it in this manner, viz. That having re-M 
- tir'd to a ſmall Village in Phrypgia, with one MW 


Timandra a Miſtreſs of his, he was, at the 
inſtance of the Lacedemonians, attack in 
his Houſe by ſome Barbarians, who ſetting it 
on fire, he with much ado eſcap'd thro'the 
Flames, and was at laſt ſlain by their Darts, 


his Miſtreſs Timandra having buried hin 


with as much Decency as her Circumſtances 
would allow. Thus did Alcibiades fall in- 
gloriouſly by his Luſts, who had done 6 
thany Great and Glorious A&ions in the 
World. 


We 


1 


L 
| 


— 


_ 


\ "- 
—_— 
eneds SB. an dz.” enmoood cad «Ss a | —— 


- aGenecral Hiſfozy of Whoztng. | 

2 We have already touch'd upon the Judg- 
nents which purſued Djonyſius, the Luſtful 
Fyrant -of Sicily, for his Uncleanneſs, but 
keting with a further Inſtance of it in the 
life of Timolcon, it is thought proper to 


> 
« 
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and, e notice of it here in the'words of Ple- 
o 0 ach, viz. That all the Miſchiefs and Vexa- 
wch F xs of his former Reign were abundantly 
3 repaid and outdone by thoſe Evils and Ca- 


kmities which he then ſuffer'd, for heliv'd 
to ſee the Funerals of his Sons in the prime 
oftheir Age, the Rapes of his Daughters 
'the Flower of their Virginity, and the 


bn. Foſtitution of his own Siſter, that became 
k "tis W ife, who being firſt villanouſly treat- 
7 ed, and her Perfon expos'd to all the Luſt 


wd Lewdneſs of the common Souldiery, ſhe 
Ge ws afterwards murder'd, together with 
ter Children, and their Bodies caſt into the 
Sa. Thus was Dionyſius puniſh'd, as we 
may ſay, in Specie, for his Luſt and Cryel- 


jo the Life of Pelopidas we find thi re 
markable Paſſage concerning Archias, the 
ant of Thebes, who having render'd 
himſelf odious to the People by his Op- 
eſfon, and ſent many of them into Exile, 
bone of the Chief of thoſe Exiles contriv'd 
bis Ruine, under the Condutt of Pelopidas, 
thus : Philidas, who was Secretary to Ar- 
as, having invited him and ſome others 
to an Entertainment to drink freely and 
accompany ſome married Whores, he was 


the ſo much taken up with his Cups and the 
ExpeQtation-of his Female Gueſts, that tho' 
| O 3 he 
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he had a Letter ſent him diſcovering the 
Plot againſt his Life, and deliver'd with 
this Meſſage, Thar it contain'd Matters of 
Coneern,” and therefore "twas neceſſary he ſhould 


read it ; he anſwer'd, Matters of Concern tg 
morrow. And as he was carrouſing thus, 
Charon and Molon, two of the Conſpirators, 
having put on Womens Apparel over their 
Armour, and thick Garlands- of Firr and 
Pine to fhade their Faces, in this man» 
ner came to the Door, upon which Archion 
and his Gueſts gave an Huzza, - thinking 
they had been the lewd Women that they 
expetied, but were quickly undeceiv'd, and 
had their Hearts pierced by the Conſpirs- 
tors Swords, at the ſame time when they 
were pierced with the Darts of raging Luf, 
And thus Thebes was deliver'd from Ty- 
ranny. | 

In that ſame Life we have an Account 
how Divine Juſtice purſued Alexander the 
Tyrannical King of Pherea, for his Brutiſh 
Luſt. His Wite Thebe, Davghter to Jaſon, 
being enrag'd at him for h's Debaucheries, 
and particularly for abuſing her younger 
Brother to his Luſt, ſhe contriv'd his Death 
thus; —— She hid her three Brothers in a 
Room near to his Bedchamber, all the other 


Apartments being full of the Tyrant's 


Ntghr-guards; before his Chamber there 
lay a fierce Dog chain'd, which would fiye 
at all but the Tyrant's W ife and a Servant 
that fed him; \Vien Night came Thebe 
went in alone to his Chamber, according to 
the uſual Cuſtom, and finding him aſleep, 

came 
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ame out again, commanded the Servant to 


lead away the Dog, for the King would take 


me Reſt, and then covering the Stairs with 


Wool, brought up her Brothers into his 


Chamber, where they kill'd him, and throw- 


jog out his Carcaſs, it was trod under foot 


in great Contempt by the Phercans. 

In the Life of Marcss Cato the Cenſor we 
find that the grave Romans thought that not 
þ much as a Marriage, or a Night's Lodging 
for the Procreation of Children, nay, not a 
feaſt or Drinking-bout, ought to be permit- 
ted according io every one's Fancy, without 
being cenſir'd and enquir'd into; and there- 
fore they choſe two Perſons, one out of the 
Patricians, the other out of the Commons 
who were to watch, corrett, and puniſh, it 
ay one ran too much after Voluptuonſneſs ; 
and therefore Cate, tho' he met with much 
Oppoſition, becauſe of his Severity, was 
prefer'd to that Imployment ; and the firſt 
remarkable thing which we find perform'd 
by him in that Office was, the Expulſion of 
Lucixs Orintus from the Senate, becauſe he 
had, to pleaſe 2 Boy whom he kept as a Ca- 
tamite, order'd a condemn'd Perſon to he 
execured before him at a Feaſt, He did alſo 
throw A1:nilins out of the Senate, becauſe in 


the preſence of his Daughter, and in open 


Day, he was alittle roo ſweet upon his own 
Wife. —— The People were ſo well plea- 


#d with his Behaviour in his lmployment, 


that they ercaed,a Sratue for him in the 
Tem ple of the Goddeſs of Health with the 
following Iuſcription ; That this was Cato 
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the Cenſor, who by his good Diſcipline and Or- 
dinances reclaim'd the Roman Commonwealth, 
when *twas declining and ſupinely tumbling int 
Vice. Yet we find that this very Man, {6 
famous for the Severity and Uprightneſs of 


his Manners, not improving that Knowledg 


which God had given him, was overcome 
by his Luſts even in his Old-age ; for Ply. 
?arch ſays, that in his old days, when he 
was paſt a Loyer*s Years, he -made uſe of 
Women, and particularly ofa young Wench 
who came privately to him, which being 
diſcover d by his Son, who took Offence 
thereat, the old Man, in revenge, married 
a young Woman, Daughter to Salonins his 
own Clark ; and when his Son ask'd him the 
reaſon of it, he anſwer'd him ſoft and fair, 
Good Son, I defire to have many Children, and 
to leave the Commonwealth more ſuch Citizens a 
thou art. 

In the Life of Py7rhus we have an Account 
that his multiplying of Wives witha deſign 
to enlarge his Intereſt, had not the happy 
Effet which he propos'd to himſelf by it, 
for Lanaſſa, one of his Wives, took-ſo great 
Offence at his Inclination to the reſt, that 
ſhe deſerted him, and married Demerriu 
King of Macedonia, and by that means kin» 
aled a War betwixt him and' Pyrrhus. In 
that ſame Life we do alſo find, that Pyrrhu 
was invited againſt Sparta by Cleonymus, one 
of the Chief Men there, becauſe his Wite 
Chelidonis falling deſperately in Love with 
Aerotatus, that Youngſter diſhonour'd his 


Bed ; and therefore, to revenge himſelt io 
the 


--- a General Hiſfozy of Whozrng. 
the Injury, be brought Pyrrbus with a great 
ymy againſt Sparta, which occafion'd a 
great deal of Bloodſhed, and endanger'd the 
City;.-however, Pyrrbus did not ſucceed in 
his Deſign againſt it, as if Providence woyld 
Jt him fee, that he was no fit Perſon to re- 
yenge an Injury done to the Marriage Bed, 
who was ſo very guilty of that ſame Crime 
himſelf ; and, at laſt, he fell by the Hands 
ofa Woman, who ſeeing him engag'd with 
her Son in the Streets of Argos, threw a Tile 
ypon him from the top of an Houſe, which 
"made him fall from his Horſe, and a com- 
- mon Souldier did afterwards cut off his 


Head. 
-In the Life of Sy{a we haye this Account 
of him ; That he us'd to fit on a Chair of 
State amongſt beautiful Women, Mimicks, 
fidlers, and ſuch-like Raſcally People, on 
whom he ſquander'd away the Revenues of 
whole Countries and Cities, beſtowing on 
ſme of them Ladies in Marriage againſt 
their Will, ſo as his Gratuities were much 
more intolerable than his Uſurpations. He 
kept company with Aors, Actreſſes, and 
Minſtrels, drinking with %em Night and 
'Day : He alſo indulg'd himſelf in Unnatural 
Inſt with Men, particularly Merrobius the 
'Woman-aQor : But behold the juſt Judg- 
"ment of God upon him ; — Theſe laſcivious 
*Courſes brought him into a Diſeaſe which 
-made his Bowels to feſter, ſo that at laſt the 
corrupted Fleſh broke forth into Lice in ſuch 
- prodigious quantities, that all the Hands he 
.could employ were not able to deſtroy "em, 
| 0 


vs  & ws as” SS CO ww a ©. © 


AE 


An Etlay towards 


ſo that his Clothes, Beds, Baſons, and Met 
was polluted with that Contagion : He wen 
often into the Baths by day, to ſcoure ang 
cleanſe his Body, but all in vain, the courſe 
return'd ſo quick, 2nd with ſuch numeroy; 
Supplys, as overcame all manner of Rig. 
dance ; fo that, in fine, he who had led an 
unclean Life dy'd of an aLominable and un- 
clean Driſeaſe. ' 


'" In the Life of Ci-0, Plararch tells us, that 


he was lewd and vicious, accuſes him of In. 
ceſt with his own Siſter, ang other unclean 
PraQices, and ar laſt he died of a Wound, 
as {vine Authors ſay, which he receiv'd from 
the Barbarians in a Skirmiſh, his Impugity 
having fixd a perpetnal ſtain upon, lum, 
which all his great Actions covId never wipe 
off, In that ſame Life we meet with a re- 
markable Paſſage concerning, Pauſanias the 
Lacedemoniar,, who having follicited a young 
Lady of Conſt atinople, calld Cleonice, to de- 
bauch her, ker Friends dreading the Power 


| of the Tyrant, were forc*d to: abandon her 


to him: Cleonice commanded the Servants to 
put out al] the Lights, and approaching his 
Bed ſilently in the dark, ſhe ſtumbled upon 
the Lamp, which ſhe overtnrn'd and fpilt: 
Pauſanias being awak'd by the noiſe, and 
thinking it had been ſome Aſſaſſin to attack 
him, ſMatch'd vp his Poinard and wounded 
her mortally, after which he never enjoy d 
himſelf, but was diſturb'd in his Thonghts, 
and haunted by her Ghoſt, ſo that he never 
had Succeſs in any thing afterwards, and was 
2t laſt ſlain by order of the Senate in A4in':- 
VAS 
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eat | ws Tewple, whither he had fled for Re- 


nd 9; the Life of Zuculus we find, that there 
re {ws 2 ſtop put to the Careir of his good For- 
vu; Þ tune and Glory, chiefly by means of Clodius, 
d. © his Wife's Brother, who was ſo nnnatural a 
an Þ Villain as to cofnmit Adultery and Inceſt 
n. & with his own Siſter Clodia, Lucullus's Wife, 

K ad ſtirring up the Fimbrian Army againſt 
at Þ Zuculus, prevented his further Conqueſts : 
n- @ Lacwlus himſelf returning to Kome,- gave 
himſelf up to' all manner of-Luxury, and was 
#laſt depriv'd of his Senſes by a Philtre or 
imorous Potion, giv'n him by Calliſthenes his 
freeman, to endear him to himſelf ; ſo that 


laſciviouſneſs of himfelf and others, but a 
-. & top was thereby put to theXoman Conqueſts, 
e Þ& which had otherwiſe, ſays our Anthor, not 
g I been bounded by the Euphrates, bat by the 
- MW uttermoſt parts of the Earth, and the Hyrca- 
r I 0147 Sea. 

In the Life of Pompey the Great we find 
o BI that famous General accus'd of unchaſte A- 
s © mours with Flora the Courteſan, whom he 
afterwards reſign'd to his Friend Geminizs, 
won which ſhe languiih'd and died. We 
find likewiſe, that Sylla, to gain over this 
Great Man to his Party, perſwaded him to 
put away his Wife Aj/tia, and to marry 
tAmilia Davghter-in-law to Syl/a, who was 
i that time Wife to another Man, by whom 
ſhe was big, with Child. This unlawful Mar- 
riage was ſoon after puniſh'd in part, for 
Antiſtins, Father to Anriſtia, was murder'd in 
| the 
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the' Senate, as a Favourer of Sylla for Pom: 
pey's ſake, and her Mothgr vpon this account 
made away with her ſelf. — Theſe were the 
Tragedies that attended that unhappy Marx. 
Tiage, ſays Plutarch ;, and that there might 
\ be nothing wanting to compleat the laſt At 

by Heav'ns, even e/&milia her ſelf not long 
after died at Pompey's in Child-bed. 

Theſe things were the more inexcuſahle 
in Pompey, becauſe. we find that he delighted 
much in the diſcovery at Weakneſſes of the 
ſame Nature in Mithridates, when he ſcir'd 
his ſecret Writings, wherein, amongſt other 
things, he found abundance of wanton Love. 
Letters betwixt Mithridarcs and his Concu- 
bine Monune, — He might have taken War- 
ning, one would think, of the Judgments 
that purſued Adithridates for his Intempe- 
rance, ſeeing when all his Concubines were 
brought before Pompey, he could not. but 

rceive the abominable Crimes into which 
his luſtful Temper had hurried bim head- 
long, for moſt of his Concubines were 
either the Daughters or Wiyes of Princes 

and great Commanders, except it was one 
whom they calPd S:ratonice, who was Daugh- 
ter to a Muſician ; and having pleas'd Mij- 
tbridates, by ſinging before him at a Banquet, 
his luſtful Paſſion was ſo much rais'd that he 
immediately took her to Bed with him, and 
in the Morning preſented her Father (who 
grumbPd that he had taken his Daughter 
without ſpeaking one kind Word to him- 
ſelf ) with many rich and coſtly Preſents, 


and the Eſtate of a Nobleman lately deceas'd, 
where- 


a Setieral Þiſtow of Whoting. 


whereupon the old. Fellow was ſo much 


obes, and mounting his Horſe, he rode 


tranſported, that putting on his Purple 
Robes, the City, cry ing out, Al! this is mine, 


3nd ſo became the Herauld of his own, as 


ell as of Mithridares's Folly ; and to thoſe 
that laugh'd at him for the ſame he ſaid, 
There was no ſuch Wonder in this, but rather, 
that he did not throw Stones at all he mct, be was 
þ much beſide himſclf with Joy. | 
*. Another Piece of Vengeance that purſued 
Pompey,and wherein he miglit read his Crime 
in his Puniſhment, was, That his Wife 1/u- 
tia, during his abſence, had diſhonour'd his 
Bed ; at which he was ſo nettId, that he 
ent her a Bill of Divorce, | 

- Pompey, in purſuit of his Amorous Incli- 
nation, did likewiſe commit a piece of no- 
torious Injuſtice, in marrying Julia, Daugh- 
ter to Ce/ar, who had been affanced before, 
and was to be married within a few days fo 
Cepio, and, to appeaſe Cepio's Anger, mar- 
ried his 'own Dayghter to him, who had 
formerly been cſpouſed to Fauſtrs, the Son 
of Sylla. Pompey was ſo much beſotted with 
his Love to Jal5a, that he created abundance 
of Envy to himſelf, by committing the Go- 
yernment of his Provinces and Legions into 
the Hands of his Friends, as his Lieatenants, 


whilſt he himſelf wantonly rambPd up and 


down, careſſing his Wife, throughout all the 
Delicacies of 7raly ; but he was ſoon depriv'd 
of her, for ſhe dy'd in Child-bed, her Davgh- 
ter not outliving her many days. 


He 
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He afterwards married Coryelia Daughter 
to Merellins Scipio, and Relidt of Publius the 
Son of Craſſus, a young Lady of great Quali. 
ty, Beauty, and., Education ; but this Mar. 
riage was very unpleaſing to. ſome People 
who thought that ſhe was a Match more a: 
greeable to his. Son, and were angry that 
the Afﬀairs of the City lay negleted, while 
he, from whom they expe&ed a. Cure to 
their Diftraftions, went crown'd with Gar. 
lands, and was revelling tn his Nuptial 
Feaſts. 
Irs obſervable, that at the very laſt his 
Fondneſs towards this young Lady, and his 
Fear that her Beauty might expoſe her to 
ſome Diſhonour amongſt the Parthians, was 
the chief Argument that prevail'd with him 
not to have recourſe thither, where, in all 
probability, he might have hecn able'to re- 


new the War, and recover his Glory, after 


his Defeat in the Pharſalian Plains; fo that 
reſolving to ſail for Eegypr, and intruſt him- 
ſelf with Prolomy, he was, by Advice of that 
young King's Council, barbarouſly and 1n- 
humanly murder'd, as going aſhore in a Boat 
in order, as he thonght, to a favourable Re- 
ception; the diſtreſſed Cornelia and his Friends 
beholding this lamentable Tragedy from on 
board the Veſſels where they were. Thus 
fell this Great Man, to which, it cannot be 


denied, that his Amorous and Senſual Tem- 


per did highly contribute: Not that I would 
be underſtood poſitively to allert, thar Un- 
cleanneſs was the ſole procuring Caulr of 
thoſe Tragical Diſaſters that befel this great 


1 
by 


——_——__ GT qc 


_Rou ur gg oy roar gr mg egg tt WS. 7 t ÞF . 


Ra wW 


3 $ pun p- 


cT 


ff A. a, 2X x =Xx& Sh _-. 2 as a 


% __ L 


f -a General Þiſfow of Who!ng, 


ianand others, whom I have mention'd or 
hall mention -in the courſe of this Hiſtory, 
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i heing enough for my Deſign to prove, 


at it. was always one of the viſible Cauſes 
and that it makes good the Aſſertion of the 
Wiſe Man in the Proverbs, where ſpeaking of 
the Harlot or ſtrange Woman in general, 
ke ſays, That many ſtrong Men have been How 

her, of which there is nota more ſpeaking 
nd demonſtrable Inſtance than this of Pome 
, who had triumph'd over Aſia, Africa, 
id Exrope, and yet was himſelf a Captive 
ad Subje& of Triumph to his own Lulſts. 

In the Life of Caro the younger, who was 
not only a great Pretender to Virtue, bur, 
ompar?d with his Contemporaries, a glori- 
cus Mirror of it, We find that he had no 
tre Nctions of the Honour of the Marriage 
bed, nor any Juſt Idea of Chaſtity ; as is ap- 
parent from the following Inſtance. Quj- 
u Hortenſius, whom Plutarch calls a Man of 
fngular Worth and approved Virtue,propos'd to 
Cato, That iis Daughter Porcia, who was 
ready married to Bibulus, and had already 
born him two Children, might be given <0 
him as a fruitful Field, from which he might 
riſe an Offspring ; For, ſaid he, rho' thes in 
the Opinion of Men may ſeem ſtrange, yet in Na- 
ture it would be honeſt and profitable for the Pub- 
lick, chat a Womau, in the prime of her Touth, 
ſhould not lye uſeleſs, and loſe the Fruit of her 
Womb : Nor, oa the other ſide, -would it be con- 
venient ſhe ſhould burthen and ampoveriſh one 
May, by bringing him too many Children, Alſo 
by this Communication of Families among worthy 

; en, 
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"rich ? —— It's plain from this Inſtance, that 


_  _ An Eſſay towaryrs _ 
Men, Virtne would encreaſe and be diffus'd t| | 4 
their Poſterity, and the Commonwealth would 4 
united and cemented by their Alliances Tet, if; 
Bibulus would not part with his Wife altogether 
be would reftore her as ſoon as ſhe had brought hin 
a Child, whereby he might be united to both they 
Families. - Cato anſwer'd, That he lov'd Hor. 
tenſins very well, and did much approve of unj- 
ting their Houſes, but he thought it very ſtrange 
r0 ; Toy of marrying bis Danghter; who was al- 
ready given to another. Then Hortenſivs turn: 
ing the Diſcourſe, acknowledg'd, that wy 
Cato's own Wife which he deſir*d, for ſhe wa 
young and fruitful, and be bad already Childrey 
enough. To which Cato agreed, with the 
Conſent of his Wife Martia and her Father 
Philip, and after the Death of Hortenſins took 
her again; for which Ceſar reproach'd hin 
as having a mercenary deſign in his Mar- 
riage, ſaying, If Cato had need of a Wife, 
why did he part with her * And if ke hail nt, 
why did he take her 'again, unleſs he gave be 
only as a Bait to Hortenſius, and lent her whin 
ſhe was young, to have her again when ſhe wa; 
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Cato was guilty of countenancing Impurity 
in others, if he was not aQuually guilty of it 
himſelf; and ſeeing he was unwilling to take 
his Daughter from Bjbulus, and yet as wil- 
ling to gratifle Horrenſinus by parting with 
his own Wife, it would argue, that he was 
weary of her; and that he would make n0 
Scruple to uſe other Women, ſeeing he al- 
low'd her to give up her ſelf into the Embra- 
ces of another Man. But now it _ 

that 
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Bat we ſhould take notice of the Judgments 
tHyhich purſued this great Man,of which, with. 
float breach of Charity, we may look upon 
this Crime, among(t others, to have been 
me of the procuring Cauſes. It's known to 
eery one, that he tollow?d Pompey, and ad- 
terd to him againſt Ceſar, and that after 
Pampey's Defeat he retir'd to Urica, where, 
WES 16 hopes of retrieving his deſperate 
Aﬀairs, he deliberately .murdet'd himſelf, 
from which Deſign all the Endegvours of his 


Ta friends were not able to divert him : And 
wa Wthis the Divine Vengeance made him the 
_ tecutioner of Juſtice upon himſelf, which 


ought to have ſuffer'd by the hands of 
ithers, for that brutiſh and unnatural Car- 


ok ie to his Wife. 
mn, In the Life of Demctrizes Poliorcetes we have 
10 


fe he to Megara, he was fo far tranſported 
0, MW vith a Luſtfal Paſſion for Crateſipol;: the Wi- 


low of Poliperchon, a Lady of greater Beauty 
than Virtue, that leaving his Army, he went 
b-wake her a Viſit with two or three of his 
atimates ; but when he came near the City 
Patras, where ſhe liv'd, he fell into an 
Ambuſh of Caſunder's Men, whence: with 
ke eat difficulty he eſcap'd, by the ſwiftneſs 
ll his Horſe, — And thus he had well nigh 
th mde-a ſurrender of hjs Liberty and Delign 
® Fto the Charms of a laſcivions Woman. ' It 
alſo obſerv'd of this Demerrizes, that he had 
mny Wires at the ſame time, and notwith- 
landing his multiplicity of Wives, became 
 enamour'd upon Lamia, a beautiful Lady, 
" | P bur 
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account, that when this great Prince laid 
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but infamous for her looſeneſs of Converſ. 
tion, that *twas ſaid all other Ladies were 
amorous of Demetrius, but Demetrius was only 
amorous of Lamia.” 

This Luſtful Prince was not however {. 
tisfied with his variety of Women, but did 
alſo pollute himſelf with the nnnatural Crime 
of Sodomy;, and it's ſtoried of him, that ha. 
ving, been loſt ſeveral days in a Debanch 
mong his Companions, and' pretending to 
keep his Chamber 'afterwards, by reaſon of 
Indiſpoſition, his Father Arntigomus came to 
ſee him, upon his approach to Demetriy/s 
Chamber, our bolts a ſprightly young Fel- 
low; and Artigonus going to his Bed-ſide, 
and feeling his Pulſe, Demetrius not know. 
ing well how to excuſe himſelf, pretended 
. that he had been itl of a Fever, but that he hoyed 
: it had now left him, Tes, reply*d the King, 
b. T believe it, for 1 juſt now met it at your Chanhi 
Door ;, alluding to the young Catamite that 
ſprung out of his Chamber. 

His Victorics, and the Benefits which he 
beſtow'd upon the Athenians,- put their In- 
vention upon the rack, to conferr new-devi- 
ſed Honours and Flatteries upon him, and 
therefore they order'd him a Lodging be- 
hind. M7zerva's Temple, in the Apartment 
of the Virgins, the vow'd Votaries of that 
Goddeſs, which occaſion'd the Wirs of the 
Time to ſay, That Minerva had got a darge- 
rous Inmate ;, and, That it was nor much to tht 
Reputation of ber Virgins Chaſlity, to keep com 
pany with Demetrivs. And as for Demerriu 
himſelf, he was ſo far from ſhewing any Re- 
yerence 
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y6terice 'to the Goddeſs with whom he had 


up to the moſt infamous Liberties; and de- 
bavch'd the young Women and Matrons of 
Arbens to that degree; as 'tis a ſhame for a 
id modeſt Pen to relate. 

= This brutiſh Youth was ſo much enrag'd 
with unnatural Luſt, that he tempted a beau- 
tiful young Man, call'd Damocles, to that de- 
gree, as made him to decline all manner of 
mublick Converſation, on purpoſe to avoid 
his deſign'd Paſſion z but Damocles going to 
_—_— Bath, the villainous Demetrius ha- 
mg Information of it, ſurpriz'd him there, 


ic, Wo that the poor Youth ſeeing no other way 
"WF avoid him, leap'd into a boiling Veſſel, 
el W-nd ſo became a Martyr to his Virtue. 

0 Demetrius was not only luſtful, but. profuſe 


and prodigal in his Expences, as all luſtful 
ferſons are ; {6 that having commanded the 
Athenians to raiſe 250 Talents for his Ser- 
ice, and when they, to ſatisfie hisdemands, 
d levied it upon the People by diſtreſs, he 
ave it as a trifling Sum to Lamia, and the 
of his lewd Women, to buy them per- 
fum'd Waſhballs for their Baths: And thus 
jere the Athenians puniſh'd for giving way 
Wothe luſtfnl Exceſſes of this young Prince; 
bb whom they were fo {laviſhly obſequious, 
that, contrary to their Laws, when he de- 
ird to be enrolPd in the Fraternity of the 
Prieſts of Ceres, without attending the time 
ctmmonly allotted, which injoyns, that the 
ſer Myſteries ſhould be celebrated in No- 
ember, and the grezt Solemnity in Auyguſ# 
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taken up his Quarters, that he gave himſelf. 
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following, they made 'an Edit, that the 
Month of 44arch then currant ſhould he ac- 
counted IVovember, that Demetrins might- be 
then admitted-to the lefler Ceremonies ; and 
as ſoon as that was done, by another Edi& 
they turn'd that ſame Month into Arguft , 
which occaſlion'd Philipedes the Comedian to 
exerciſe his Wit upon Stratocles, the Inven» 
— of this Trick, in the following Covplet, 
tnus : 


Prodigious Skill ! bow ſtrangely flattering Fear 
Into one Month hath crowded-all the Year | 


And upon the ſame S:ratocles's propoſing that 
Demetrius ſhould lodge in the Temple of M;- 
zerva, Within the Caſtle he made the. follow- 
ing Lines : 


Stratocles thinks it 1s n0 Sin 
To turn a Temple to an Inn ; 
Or with lewd wanton Company 


To bleſs Minerva's Chaſtity. 


We come now to treat of the Puniſhments 
which Divine Juſtice inflicted upon this Le- 
cher, which were very ſharp and ſevere, his 
Father and he both being diſpoild of that 
large Empire which they had ereQed for 
themſelves, out of the Ruins of that of Alc- 
xander the Great. His Mother and Chil- 
dren, and divers of his Wives, were- made 


. Priſoners, and he himſelf forſaken by the 


Athenians, who had formerly ſo much ador'd 


him, but now made it-a capital Crime for 
any 
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any body ſo much as to propoſe a Treaty or 
tkccommodation with him ; and Alexander 


King of Macedon miſs'd little of having cut: 


hm off treacherouſly. 

It is alſo remarkable, that this luſtful 
Face was puniſhd obſervably in his Daugh- 
tr Stratonice, Who follow'd her Father?s per- 
ticious Example. The Story is well known 
to'he as followeth. Demetrius having mar- 
ried this his beautiful Daughter to Selencus 
King of Syria, to whom ſhe brought forth a 


little Son, Anriochns Son to Selexchus by a for- 
mer Marriage, fell ſo paſſionately in love 


with his Step-mother Srraronice, that he 
ſcken'd upon 1t, and was in danger, and not 
daring to diſcover the Cauſe of his Diſtem- 
per, he ſaw no other Remedy for his hope- 
lfs Misfortune but what-was to be expected 
from Deſpair and Death, which he therefore 
refolv'd upon, by abſtaining from Diet. Era- 
ffratus the King's Phyſician quickly diſco- 
rerd that Love was his Diftemper, but 
could not at firſt diſcover the Object ; he 
therefore diligently waited in his Chamber, 
and when any of ' the Beanties of the Court 
Game to vifit the fick Prince, he curiouſly 
obſerv'd the Emotions and Alterations in 
the Countenance of Antiochus, and by that 
means diſcoyer'd Stratonice to be the Object 
of his Flames; for when ſhe came in, either 
With the King, or alone, ' Aztjochus became 
mate, his Paſſion ſmothering his Words, a 
hery Bluſh would mount into his Face, he 
Wonld fix his Eyes upon Stratonice, and then 
preſently withdraw his ftoln guilty _—_ 
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= his Pulſe would be diſorder'd, a cold Swear 
would ſeize upon him, and unable to ſuppor; 
the violent Paſſion, he would become ſenſleſ 
and pale. Eraſiſtratus having made this Dif. 
.coyery, acquainted Seleucus, that his Son's 
Diſtemper was Love, but incurable, becauſe 
it is impoſſible for him to enjoy. the ObjeR 
of his Paſſion, and as impoſſible for him to 
live without it. The King demanding why 
he could not enjoy the ObjeR, Eraſiſtratus an- 
ſwer'd, Sir, becauſe he is in love with my Wife. 
Upon this .the King expoſtulated with the 
Phyſician, ſaying, How, my dear Eraſiſtratys! 
will you not do. me the Kindneſs as to beſtow. your / 
Wife upon my Son and Succeſſor, when there i n 
other way to ſave his Life ? Nay then, Sir, te- 
plied the Phyſician, the Objett of the Prince's 
Love. is your own Stratonice. Ah, my dar 
Friend, an{wer'd Scleucus, may ſome kind G14 
or May put the Safety of the Prince upon that 
Iſſue, I would part not only with Stratonice, but 
my Empire, upon condition that I might preſurv 
Antiochus. - And thereupon inſtantly fum- 
moaned a Council, wherein the Marriage of 
Antiochus with Stratonice was agreed upon : 

. And.thus Demerrins's Daughter nmurſuing her 
Father's Example, entertain'd an unlawfil 
Amour. | 

Juſtice continu'd to purfue Demerrius, 10 

that he fell ſick at Pella of a deſperate Mala- 
dy, the true Daughter of Intemperance and 
Luxury ; and during this Indiſpoſition 7y-- 
rhus took moſt part of the Kingdom of 114 
cedonia from him ; and tho” he recover'd a 
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eſerting him, he was quickly deſpoil'd of 
Fs, Soofich threw Phila, one of his 
Wives, into ſuch Deſpair, that ſhe poiſon'd 

ſelf. After this he married Prolemaida, 
'Davghter to Exridice, his Wife Phjlla's Siſter, 
{ that tho? Judgment follow'd him now very 
doſe, yet he would not be diverted from his 
impure Amours. His Army, with which he 
fought againſt Agarhocles, grew not only nm- 
tinovs, but was grievonſly afflicted with the 
plagne ; and he being hard preſſed upon by 
his Enemies, had recourſe to Selercrs his Son- 
in-law, .who at firſt was willing to have en. 
tertain'd him kindly, but being otherwiſe 
advis'd by his Council, he took Arms again{t 
him, and put him fo to it, that he endea- 
, your'd to have kill'd himſelf. but being pre- 
, I venged, furrender'd himſelf up to Selewers, 
1 who made him a Priſoner, but gave\him ho- 
iq 


novrable Entertainment. Demerriz, during 
this Reſtraint, gave himſelf wholly up to 
Intemperance, which brought Diſtempers 
pon him that kill'd him, and © he became 
£ © his own Executioner. 

'The next Inſtance which Plutarch affords 
vs is, that famons one of Mark Antony and 
| I Cleoparra. He tells us, That Arrony jn his 
Youth was debauch'd by Crrio, who plung'd 
him into all the Inconveniences of Whoring 
and Drinking, and a Debt of 250 Talents, 
1 | which was very ſhameful in one of his years. 
Antony did alſo incurr the Diſpleaſure of the 
better ſort of People, by his Midnight Re- 
vels, his wild Expences, his rouling from 
one little Whore to another, his Naps in 
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the Day, and his Walks to digeſt his De- 
bauches, and then at Night again his Enter- 
tainments and Balls for the ſolemnizing the 
Nuptials of ſormie-Comedian | or. Buffon, 
Cytheries the  She-Comedian he doted on 
mightily, ſo that ſhe was with him where. 


ever he went, and her Equipage was as 
ſplendid as his. Mother's, He lodg'd his 


little Whores and ſinging Wenches, where. 


 ſoever he paſs'd, in the Houſes of ſerious 
Men and Wamen, which gave great offence. 
But that which compleated his Rvin was, his 
falling 1n love with Clcoparrd, upon her co- 
ming to him at his Summons, for having a. 
ſiſted Caſſizs in the Wars. Dallexs, who car- 
ried the Meſſage to her, had no ſooner ſeen 
her admirable Beauty, but he told her, 7 
was impoſſible ghat ſo beautiful a Creature could 
receive any ul treatment at the Hands of Ant» 
ny, and therefore advis'd her to make towards 
- bim in ſplendid Equipage. Accordingly ſhe 
embarks in the River Cyan, the Read of 
her Barge did ſhine with inlaid Gold, the 
Sails were of Purple Silk, the Oars of Silver, 
' which beat Time to the Flutes and Hautbois, 
ſhe her ſelf lay all-along under a: Canopy oi 


Cloth of Gold curiouſly embroider'd, drefs'd | 


as Venus 1s ordinarily repreſented, and beau- 
tiful young Boys ſtood on each ſide like Cu- 
pids, to fann her ; her Maids were dreſs 
like Sea-Nymphs and Graces, ſome ſteering 
the Rudder, ſome working 'at the Ropes ; 
the Perfumes diffus'd themfelves from the 


Veſje]l to the Shore, which was 2! cover'd 


with Multitudes, the People running out ci 
is L, 
the 
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ke Cry to ſee this ſtrange $ight, left An- 
zlone upon the Tribunal, and a Rumor 
s{pread abroad, That Venus was come to 
foal © ith Bacchus, 'for the common Geod of 
Ke. As ſoon as ſhe arriv'd, Antony ſent to 
invite her to Supper, but ſhe thought i it more 
{ecent that Anrorzy ſhould come to her, who 
me no great Difficalty to do it ; he 
d the Preparations very magnificent, but 
was {o admirable as the great. num- 
m4 of Lights, which were all of a ſudden 
kt down in ſuch a rultitude of Branches, 
ud ſo ingeniouſly diſpos'd, ſome in Squares 
ad ſome in Circles, that Fame cannot ſpeak 
ofa greater piece of Curioſity. Antony was 
þſtrangely taken with this Woman, that 
mwtwithſtanding Fulvia his Wite maintain'd 
his bf in Rome, againſt Ceſar, with 

ificulty, yet he ſufter?d himſelf to be 
Wd away by Cleopatra to Alexandria, 
there to lead an eaſie childiſh Life in Diver- 
tſements too youthful for his age, and in all 
manner of Luxury ; But they were ſo well 
pleas'd with it, that they calPd it an inimita- 
tle Life, Cleopatra humour'd him in every 
thing, never left him Day nor Night, play'd 
& Dice, drank with him, hunted with him, 
ment a rambling with him at Nights, to dis 
ſurb and torment People under their Win- 
dows, dreſs'd like an ordinary Woman, for 
Antony went to thoſe Frolicks 1n Servants 
diſguiſe, and ſometimes would return ſound- 
ly beaten. 


" my 
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While Antony ſpent his time thus in Fgy 
Vengeance was purſuing him apace, '% 
News was brought him, that his Wife Flij; 
and her Brother Lucius, who had for ſms 
tinie maintain'd his gary againſt Ceſar 
were driven out of Jtaly, and that the Car. 
thiarns had over-run a great part of Aj, 
This rons'd him out of his Sleep, fo that he 
ſet fail for Jraly with Two hundred Shipg, 
and meeting ſome of his Friends by the way, 
they told him, That his Wife Fulvia being 4 
Woman of an ambitious $pirit, had occaſion'd the 
War. being in hopes that the Commotions in Italy 
would force Antony from Cleopatra. ' It hap- 
pen'd that Fulvia died at Sicyon, on her way 
to meet Antony, which made the Accomm. 
dation between him and Ceſ#r ſo mych the 
eaſier to be effected ; and, to cement this 
Friendſhip the more ſtrongly, Antony mar- 
ries Otavia, Siſter to Ceſar ; but this Amity 
was not long, Liv'd, new Jealouſies betwixt 
thoſe two Captains began ſuddenly to ap- 
pear, tho? for ſome time indeed they were 
hinder'd by O&avia from breaking out jnto 1 
Flame, 

But as ſoon as Antony return'd into Syrie, 
his unlawful Amours with Cleopatra took he 
afreſh, and he preſented her with whole 
Kingdoms and Frovinces at a time, to the 
great diſguſt of the Romans - and tho! he had 
aſlembPd a vaſt Army, which made Jndis 
tremble, and put all 4a in a Corffternation, 
yet all thoſe Preparations were of no uſe t9 
him, he was ſo much charni'd and hewire +: 
WIL 
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"Pt with. the Thoughts of his Miſtreſs Cleoparra, 
or þ-7 *long'd ſo much to be with her, that not 
Lie teins able to endure the tediouſneſs of a 
me Fiſeal, he would ſtart from Table, and run 
ſee if ſhe were coming. In the mean time 


- 


5 a, whom he had left with her Brother 


Wider, having obtain'd Leave from him to 
ake a Journey to ſee Artony, ſhe was com- 
mnded by him to ſtay at Arhens, tho? ſhe 
be vgbt along with her Clothes and Money 


Ws Army, and a reinforcement of Soul- 
l Of avia was much diſpleas'd at this, 


ly #ſhe had reaſon, but ſo it muſt be, for Cleo- 
Pr a dreading that Ofavia, who was a pru- 
') WW dent Woman, and Jowertully ally'd, might 
0 WF interrupt the courſe of her Amours, ſhe be- 


took her ſelf to dye for Love of Antony, 
which did ſo much prevail upon him, that he 
tandon'd his Deſign againſt Media, and re- 
wrn'd to Alexandria. This injurious Treat- 
ment of Otavia did highly incenſe her Bro- 
ther Ceſar, ſo that he commanded her from 
her Husband's Houſe into his own, which ſhe 
refus'd to obey, but, like a dutiful Wife, 
took care not only of Antony's Children by 
her ſelf, but of thoſe alſo that he had by Fu/- 
tia ; which honqurable Deportment of hers 
did very much heighten the Reſentments of 
the Romans againſt Antony, who ſpent his 
time at Alexandria, In the height of Luxurv 
and Inſolence, aſſembling the People in the 
publick place, where Thrones of Gold pla- 
. ced in a State of Silver were ercCted for him 
and Cleopatra; their Children were. ſtiJed 
Kings of Kings, and ſhe was dreſs'd in = 

' kabit 
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| Habit of the Goddefs 7/is, and gave Andi. th. 
ence._to the People under that Name, The 
things being related to the Senate at Roe 
by C2ſar, did mightily alienate the Hearts of 
the People from Antony, and fo matters came 
to an open Rupture betwixt him and Ceſar, 
by means of his unlawful Amours with Cl. 
Patra. 
Great Military Preparations being made 
on both ſides, Cleopatra was refolv'd to ac- 
company her Paramour, dreading otherwiſe 
that a Peace might be contriv'd by the Me- 
diation of Oftavia ; and the better to pre- 
vail with him, ſhe furniſh'd near a Million 
of Money towards carrying on the War: 
And ſo far was Antony tranſported with Rage 
againſt his Lawful Wife OFavia, that he ſent 
Orders to Rome, that ſhe ſhould remove out of 
his Houſe, with all her Children : And he be- 
hav'd himſelf ſo infolently to many Noble 
Romans, by Cleopatra's means, that they de- 
ſerted hinvdaily, and went over to Cefar, 
who did ſo much deſpiſe Antony, becauſe of 
his Effeminacy, that he would talk publick- 
ly, That Antony had drank Potions that bereft 
him of his Senſes ;, and, that his chief Counſelors 
were an Eunuch and Cleopatra's Waiting-women. 
The Event verified, that Ceſar made a true 
Judgment of Things ; for tho' Antony had 
a prodigious Force, vjz. no lefs than Five 
hundred Galleys, moſt of them of eight and 
ten Banks of Oars, fo very rich, that-they 
ſeem'd defign'd for a Triumph ; and belides 
theſe, he had One hundred thonſand Foot, 
and Twelve thouſand Horſe, and fix Vaſlal- 
| Kings 
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ings attending him ; yet he had ng Con- 


cle Bcd to manage this mighty Force, bilt, con- 
2 ary. to the Mind of his beſt Generals, he 
' 0! Would venture all on a Sea-battel, becauſe 
"i opatra delir'd it. And this Luxurious 


- —, CT. 0. 06 


Woman, when Fortune had not as yet de- 
mmwin'd it againſt him, did perfealy loſe 
in the Battel, by running away with ſixty 
wil in the heat of the Fight ; and he was ſo 
wr beſotted with Love to her, that he im- 
nediately follow'd her, leaving his Fleet en- 
we'd, and his Army without a Commander, 
tat as Cleopatra had begun his Ruin, ſhe 
ght be ſure to accompliſh it. Ina little 
ime Axrony was deſerted by all' his Forces 
ad Friends, and Cleopatra and he both ford 
to fue to Ceſar: for his Favour, who would 
not grant her any, except ſhe put Antony to 
death. And thus being reduc'd to Deſpair, 
ad purſy'd to Alexanaria it ſelf, the Naval 
amd Land-Force that was left deſerted to 
Ceſar, which made Antony think that Cleopa- 
ta had betray'd him ; and ſhe being afraid 
that he mighr do her a Miſchief in his Rage, 
retir'd to a Monument which ſhe had pre- 
par'd for her ſelf, and ſent him word, that 
ſhe was dead, wpon which he ran himſelf into 
the Belly ; but, before he dy'd, Cleoparra had 


ſeat to have him brought to her in the Mo-. 


mment, wherein ſhe had enclos'd her ſelf 
mth two Women only, When he was 
brought thither, 'ſhe durſt not open the 
Door, for fear of being taken alive and car- 
ried to Ceſar, but let down Cords, to which 
Antony was faſten'd, and ſhe and her —_ 
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Women dragg 


calling him her Lord, her Husband, and her 
Emperor, but in a little time he died. Ceſa 
being inform'd of this, ſent Proculeins to en- 
deavour to take Cleopatra alive, if poſlible, 
being afraid that ſte would otherwiſe de- 
fkroy all her vaſt Treaſures: Proculeins ha- 
ving ſent bne to treat with her at the Door, 
did in the mean time get'in at the Window 
where ſhe drew up Antony, by the help of a 
$caling-ladder, and ſurprizd her, upon 
which the drew a Dagger to have ſtabb'd her 
ſelf, but being prevented at that time, her 
Life was prolong'd for ſome days ; and ha- 
ving obtain'd Leave of Ceſar to pay her laſt 
Oblations at the Tomb of the deceaſed 4r- 


. tony, ſhe lamented him in moſt pathetical 


and paſſionate Expreſhons, and retiring a- 
gain to her Monument, writ a Letter to Ce- 
far, deſiring that ſhe might be buried in the 
fame Tomb with Antony, and ſtraitway poi- 
ſon'd her ſelf by the bite of an Aſp, which 
ſhe had order'd to be brought her in a Bas- 
ket of Figs; and ſo diſappointed Cz/ar's de- 
fign of leading her in Triumph. Thus did 
Jaſtice purſue Arntory and Cleopatra; and 
thus, by their rages Amours, they occa» 
ſron'd the death of many thouſands of Me, 
all 


d vp her dying Paramoyf; 
than which, a more fad and tragical Spe. 
cle could not be ſeen. When. ſhe ' got hin 
up, ſhe laid him on her Bed, tore her Hair 
and her Clothes, ahd the ſenſe of her on 
Misfortunes was wholly ſwallow?d up in the 
thoughts of -his; She expreſs'd the greateſt 
Paſſion and Tenderneſs for him imaginable, 
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an$at 1aſt bronght themſelves to that Tra» 
cal Exit ; as ſignal an Inſtance as any we 
It meet with, of the trath of chat Threat- 
hing, that Whoremongers and Adulterers God 


p111lh. 
arts the Life of Marcxs Tulius Cicero, Plu- 
tarch informs us, That Catiline the Conſpira- 
tor, amongſt other heinous Crimes, was ac- 
casd of having deflower'd his own Daugh- 


ter, and furnishing his wicked fellow-Con- 


rators with Women and Drink; which 
ews how dangerous ſuch fellows are in any 
Government, and how eaſily they may be 
2ag'd in Conſpiracies againſt thoſe who 


| would curb them in their Exceſles, 


In that ſame Life we have an Account, 
that Clodins a noble Roman being inthe vigor 


of his Youth, and in love with Pompeia, Ce- 


ſa's Wife, he gets privately into Ceſar's 
Houſe, in the Habit of a Minſtrel, the Wo- 
men being then offering Sacrifice there, 
which it was not lawful for Men either to 
hear or ſee. Clodius being a Youth, and 
Feardleſs, hoped to get to Pompeia among 
the Women unknown, but loſing himſelf in 
the Paſſage of that large Houſe by Night, 
Aurelia, one of Ceſar's Mothers Women, 

ying him wandring up and down,enquir'd 
his Name, and thus, being neceſſitated to 
ſpeak, he was known by his Voice; - which 
being noiſed abroad, Ce/ar' put away his 
Wife Pompeia, and Clodins was proſecuted 


-for prophaning the Holy Rites. Cicero, tho? 


his Friend, yet to preſerve his Quiet with 
Terentia his Wife, was forc'd to accuſe _ 
he 
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The cauſe of Terentia's Spite. againſt Ci. 
dius was upon the account of his Siſter Cz. 
dia, who had a mind to marry Cicero, by 
whom - ſhe was frequently vifited, and this 
gave Terentia Ground of Jealoufie. Clodjus 
was alſo accus'd of Inceſt with his own 
Siſters, and of deflowring ſeveral other Wo. 
men, but the- Judges being brib'd, he was 
acquitted. It appears alſo plainly enovgh, 
by Platarch, that Cicero himſelf was not al- 
together without _— as to his Chaſtity, 
for he put away his Wife Terentia to marry 
a young Virgin, as ſhe alledg'd, for the ſake 
of her 'Beauty, or as his own emancipated 


Slave faid; for her Riches, to fatisfie his 


Debts. Not long after this Marriage, his 
Daughter Txlta died, for which he prov'd 
nnconſolable, and put away his new-married 
Wife for ſeeming to rejoyce at her Death ; 
but .a further Judgment purſu'd him, tor 


* Artoiry bearing him an irreconcilable Hatred, 


ſent Aſlaſſins after him, when he fled from 
Rome, and murder'd him in the 64th Year 
of his age, his Hands. and Head being cut 
off, and publickly afhx'd to. the Roſtra at 
Rome. | 

In the Life of Artaxerxes King of Perſia 
our Author informs us, That that Prince be- 
ing deſperately in love with Aroſſa, one of 
his own Daughters; but concealing his Cri- 
minal Paſſion, for fear of his Mother Pary/a- 
24s, the wicked Woman, to further ſome of 
her own miſchievous Deſigns, perſwaded 
him-to marry her, contrary to the Deter- 


minations of the Grecian Sages, alledging, 
: T hat 
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»- Þ That he was determin'd by Providence to. be a 
o- | Law tothe Periians ; lk is alſo accug'd by 
\Heraclides the Cumean, and other Hiſtorians, 
of having likewiſe married his ſecond Daugh: 
yer Ameſtris. ; The Judgments which purſu'd 
'this 1a civious Prince were, that he was de- 
ated in his War with the Egyptians, and 
ame contemptible in the Eyes of his Sub- 
s, upon the-account of his unſucceſsful 
Expedition againſt the Caduſiars. He was 
alſo puniſ'd by the Controverſies amongſt 
his Sons about the Succeſſion, and by the un- 
- natural and villainous Amours, of his. Son 
* Ochus, with his Wite Arofſa,. therefore, to 
daſh the Hopes of his Son Ochws, he pro- 
_ Darius the elder Brother | his Succeſ- 


1 W for, who ſoon after bege'd of the King, that 
4 W he would give him Aþaſia, who was former- 


ly Cy-us's beloved Miſs, but then Concubing 
Tt Artaxerxes, who tho? he had Three hun- 
dred and Sixty molt exquiſite Beauties in his 
n I Scraglio, could not endure. to part with 
r % ra to Darius; but being conſtrain'd to 
it by the Law, he afterwards took her from 
t WW him, and created her Prieſteſs to Diana, 
which bound her to perpetual Chaſtity ; up- 
4 bn which account the unnatural Son conſpir'd 
- BE zgainſt his Father, at the Inſtance of Tiriba- 
f I ws, who bore a mortal Grudge to Artaxer- 
zes, for having married ,hjs,own Daughter 
Amneſtris,whom he had promis'd him to Wife; - 


f Þ but the Plot being diſcoyer'd, Darius was 
1 || put to death, as a juſt Recompence for his 
-  vnnatural Luſt and Treaſon. After this, 
Ochus,by his Intereſt with Afofſa, was ſtreng- 
WF”. Q then'd 
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then'd in' his Hopes, of Succeſſipn, "fonnd 
Means to. cut off his other two. Brothers, 
Ariaſpes and ' Arſanits, the Grief of ' which 
kiFd Arraxerxes. And thus was he juſtly 
puniſld by and in his own Children, becauſe 

f his horrid Uncleanneſs, leaving his Son 

chus behind, 'who being the wicked Son of 
CIO Parent, prov'd a Monſter of Cru- 


Thus 'we have finiſhd Plurarch's ſele&t 
Lives, and dare referr it to the Judgment of 
the Ingenuous Reader, whether many of his 
Heroes have not been foully, culpable, as to 
the point of Chaſtity, and as remarkably py- 
niſh'd for the fame. We come; 'in the nexr 
place, to ſearck'among the Roman Emperors, 
where we find many remarkable Inſtances 
-for' our pnrpoſe, and as remarkable Judg- 


wy * 


ments purſuing”em. | 
- The firſt iS$'Julizs Ceſar, who tho? he tri- 
umphl'd over moſt part of the then know 
World, yet was himſelf triumph'd over by 
| bis Luſts. When he was High-Prieſt of J.- 
- pirer, he divorC'd % in, a Lady of an Fque- 
ftrian Family, and of a very great .Forture, 
to whom he had'been contratted during his 
Minority, and qnarricd Cornelia the Daughter 
of Cinna : Norcould all the Arguments of 
Syl/a the DiQator-prevail upon him to part 
with her : Wherenpon he was ſuſpended his 
Sacerdotal DISy, and had his Eftate ſe- 
queſtred;” which forc'd him to abſcond and 
ſhifr his Qrarters almoſt every Night, tho' 
ſick of a Quartan Ague, and with much = 
| Pp" "yg 


_obtain'd his Pardon at laſt. Being ithus :nn- 
faithful to the rake 4 1 he was'puniſyd 


, in the ſame Coin; for," having afterwards 
y married Po-rpcia, ſhe was accus'd of Unclean- 
| nfs with Clogins, as has been already men-. 


tion'd,- who had acceſs to her during publick 
Worſhip ; whereupon he divorc'd her. The 
Laſciviouſneſs of his Mind may be alfo-gueſ- 
fd at by his Dream, that he had raviſt?d his 
- bwn Mother, which tho? thoſe who pretended 
y to ingerprer ſuch things told him, Thar it was 
c I #Preſage that be ſhould arrive at the Univerſal 


n 
) 
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* Monarchy, yet is a plain Indication of the 
& predominancy of his Luſt: 
$ © Seronins alſo acquaints us, That he di- 
-Forc'd his Daughter Jalia from Servities Co- 
0 her former Husband,' (one who had ſtuck 
"the faſteſt to him of all Men living, in his 
"Diſpute with Bzblzs, his Fellow-Conſul)and 
married her to Pompey, which made him guil- 
-ty of his Daughter's Adultery, and was a 
horrid piece of Ingratitude at the ſame time; 
"And tho, it's true, he had great Succeſs in 
his War againſt the Gals, Germans, and” Bris 
tains, yet he was not without Checks ' from 
_ Divine Juſtice, having loſt a whole Legion 
'by the Gays, had rwo of his Lieritenanrs de= 
feated on rhe Frontiers of Germany, and loſt 
the greateſt part of his Fleet upon the Coaſts 
-of Britain, - And in his own Family he was 
-puniſt'd, by the Death 'of his Mother, his 
- Danghter Jia, and his Grand-davghter. 
Nor was te\withour danger of heing indicted 
and try'd for his Life, for his Male-admini« 
ſtration during his Confulſhip, 'an& of being 
Q 2 urs 
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utterly ruin'd by Pompey, tho? he had the good 
Fostune-to overcome him at laſt in that de- 
ciſive Battel on-the Phar/alian Plains. 

Sneronjus gives: us a particular Enumerati- 
on 'of his Amours,' which have ſpread his 
lnfamy as far as ever his Fame reach'd : His 
being a Catamite, and guilty of Sodomy with 
Nicomedes King of Bythinia, occabogdl weny 
Railleries upon him, and expos'd him .to the 
Contempt of his Enemies; as, when he ſwag- 
ger'd one day in the Senate, and ſaid, He 
world run down his Adverſaries ;, they reply'd . 
that He would find that an hard T ask for a Wo 
man ;, alluding to his being proſtituted by 
Nicomedes. They call'd him alſo The Queer 
of Bythinia's Cuckoldmaker, the Bamadyhonje of 
Bythinla, and Nicomedes's Stable : His Ad- 
verſary Bibulus faid' of him, when he pro- \ 
ſcrib'd-him, That ;fermerly be affefted a King, 
bit now a Kingdom. Oftavins, a prating, Fel- 
low, whoſe Tongue uſually got the ſtart of 
his Wit, did one day, befoie a great com- 
pany, when he ſalated Pompry by the Name 
of King, give Ceſar the Title of Queen. Ci- 
cero upbraided him with thoſe things in his 
Epiſtles ; and when Ce/ar, in his Plea before 
the Senate for 7/2 Daughter to the ſaid N+- 
comedss, inſiſted upon the good Offices that 
King had done him, Cicero cut him ſhort, 
ſaying, No more of. that, let me beg you, Sir, 
we all know very well what has paſſed betwixt you 
two. | Nay, the very Souldiers who attended 
his Chariot in_ his Galjc Triumph, amongſt 
ather. Lampoons us'd upon ſuch occaſions, 
had this noted Lampoon : 
s Gal- 
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o Gallias Ceſar ſubegit, Nicomedes Ceſarem : 
*>Fcce Coſar nunc T riumphat qui ſubegit Gallias, 
*  Nicomedes non triumphas qu ſubegit Cſarem. 


* Which may be English'd thus: 


»” 
d 

: 
% 


- Bat Nicomedes doth no Trophies bear, 


congi'ring Gaul, Ceſar doth Lawrels FO 
Tho he made Conqueſt of the Conquerer. 


Y 


" He is generally ſaid to have been much 
-Irclin'd/ alſq ro luſt after Women, and to 
e been very prodigal in his Amours.' He 
ebauch'd ſeveral Ladies of good Quality, as 
"Poſthumia the Wite of Sermins Splpitins, \Lofire 
the Wife of Gabinius,: Tertulla the Wife of 
Craſſus, and Mucia, Pompey's Lady, inforuch 
that che Curio's upbraided Pompey, that the 
\Extrayagancy of his Ambition should ever 
"Induce him to marry the Daughter of that 
"Man, for whoſe Intimacy with his Wife he 
* as oblig'd to divorce her, after he had three 
Children by her, and frequently to own him- 
ff a Cuckold. 
| Ceſar had a mighty Paſſion for Servilia, the 
\ Mother of Brutus, whom he preſented with 
a Jewel that colt him 5000000 Selterces, be- 
ſides other conſiderable Boons, and the cheap 
"Purchaſe of many noble Farms expos'd-#0 
| _y ſale z and People being; furpriz'd at 
her good Bargain, Cicero quibbI'd upon it, 
faying, They would reckon it a better Bargain if) 
they knew that Tertia was deautta | meaning, 
| Q 3 that 
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that she had proſtituted her Danghter Ter:;, 
as well as her ſelf, to Ceſar. 

- He bkewiſe debanch'd. ſeveral Provincial 
Ladies, for which his Souldiers, in his Gal- 
lick Triumph; lampoon'd him in this man- 

tieT 2 , 


Cits, now be ſure to keep your Wives at home, 
© For here's a bald triumphant Staltion come : 
' in Gaul they made thee pay for Whoring dear, 

But thou of Cits maRft Cuckolds gratis here, 


He is alſo accns'd of Unlawful Amonrs 
with ſeveral Queens, as Eumoe, Wife to Bogud 
King of  Mororco, to whom he'gave many 
magnificent Preſents ; but his Darling-Mi- 
ſtreſs'was Cleopatra, whom he often treated 
all Night long, and had certainly accompa- 
nied her in her Pleaſure-boat as far as eArv1c- 
pia, had not his Army. refns'd to comply 
with the Frolick ; and upon her he begat a 
_ Son, who was calld Ce/ario. Nay, he was 

ſo infamous both for Active and Paſſire Un- 
cleanneſs, that Cyrio the Father, in an Ora- 
tion, call'd him, Every Womar”s Man, and 
every Man's Woman. "He was ſo inſatiable in 
his Euſt, that Helvins Cinna, Tribune of the 
People, acknowledg'd, that he had a Bill 
ready prepar'd by him, which Cafar com- 
ed him to get paſs'd intoa Law, where- ' 

by he might*he anthoriz2d to marry what 
Wives, and in what Number he plecas'd, to 
ſecure him Iſſue*: Yet Infinite Juſtice order'd 
it 1d, thathe left no Lawful Iſſue behind _ 
V's 


« 
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8 © We come now. to take notice of the Judg- 
"ments that purſu'd him; ſome of *em did re- 
preſent his Crime in legible Charaters. as 
that of his Wife Pompeia's Intrigue with Clo- 
4, which was ſo publick, that Clodjus was 


> 


ſecuted for the ſame ; as has. been atrea- 
ly mention'd., It is alſo very well known 
'to what Dangers his Conteſts and Wars with 
Pompey expos'd btm, and how at laſt he was 
* mirther'd in the Senate, notwithſtanding all 
Warnings be had giv'n him of the Deſign, 
-And it deſerves a 'particular Remark, that 
Brits, whom many ſuſpeRQed to be his own . 
\ $00, his infamous Familiarity with his Mo- 
r being notorious, was one of thoſe that 
fabb'd him ; whereupon he cried opt, }har, 
amd are you one of them alſo, you my Sou Bru- 
/tns? This is certainly one of the moſt re- | 
markable Inſtances of God's puniihing Whores 
mangers and Adulterers that. is pooE ound in 
Hiſtory ; when he who thought” himſelf ſe- 
care from all Attemprs, as being above them, 
and was ſo much doted on and ador'd by the 
\ People, that of their own accord they ran in 
queſt of the Murderers yp and down the Ci- 
ty, and burnt their Houſes, and afterwards 
worſhip'd him as a God, when this Man 
could not avoid the juſt Haad of God, which 
did ſo remarkably find him out at laſt, and 
puniſh him for his Uncleanneſs and other 
Crimes. 
The next 1s Auguſtus Ceſar, of whom Sue- 
towins gives us this following Account, That 
" having divorc'd his Wife Scribonza, becauſe 
of. her froward and peevyiſh Humour, he fell 
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in love with Zvi Druſilla, the Wife of 7; 


berius Nero, from whom he. took her by 


' force, tho” at the ſame time ſhe was big wi 
Child ; and tho” he lov'd her paſſionately, 
yet he never, had any, Children by her, for 
ſhe miſcarried of the only Child that ever 
ſhe conceiv'd by him, which was a, very juſt 
and remarkable Judgment, , He married his 
Daughter Julia to 2. Agrippa, who was at 
that very time married to Marceſls, and had 
ſeveral Children by her ; and after his death 
he married her to Tiberius, whom he forc'd 
to | aa away his Wife, then big with Child, 
and who had born him diverſe Children, 
Judgment purſy'd him for thoſe Unjuſt and 
Tyrannical Proceedings, for both the Julis';, 
his Daughter and Grand-davghter, were no» 
., toriouſly infamous ; his Grandſons, Caius 
and Lucius, he loſt in Two and twenty. 
months one after another ; his third Grand- 
ſon, Agrippa, prov'd ſo unruly and brutifh, 
that he tranſported him into an Iſland, under 
a Guard, and obtain'd a Decree of the $e- 
nate, to have him kept in the ſame place as 
long as he liv'd ; and every time mention 
was made of the two J-lia's, with Tears in 
his Eyes, and fetching a deep Sigh, he would 
utter a Verſe of Homer to this purpoſe ; 


O that Inter the Name of # ife had known, 
And without Children to my Grave had gore. - 


Nor did he uſe to call them by any other 
Name, but thoſe of b;s three Excreſcencies or 
Impoſthumes. q 


It 


her obſerv'd, that he 1 was en, 
a, his Youth; . Marc. Antony braided 
W t ih being his Uncle Julius bl 's Cata- 
that he had alſo been guilty of proſti- 
imſelf to the _anetyeyl brutiſh axe 

A. thus, in Spain, for 3090000. pieces 0 
The wholg Body of the Nur be- 
ag al 0 aſſembled one day to behold a cer- 
wy Jr terlude, they unanimouſly expounded 
nd ap plauded a Verſe pronounced ypan the 

ze to his diſhonour, »;z. 


Na ut Cinedus Orbem digita temperct. 


In English thus : 


Behold that Catamite, how he the Orb 
L ſpacious Earth can with his Finger carb. 


ths Friends own'd that he was addidted to 
ime of Adyltery, but alledge in excuſe 

, That je was by t the f familiarity with the 

s to diſcover the Secrets of their Hugband.. 

ki charges him with taking'a La- 

Iout of the Room in her Husband$ pre- 

00 \ and bringing her back again with her 

8 glowing and her Locks in diſorder : He 

him of putting away Scribonia, be- 

ſe ſhe complain'd too freely of the Pride 
mperiouſneſs of qne of his Eoncubines 


ad that moreover he ugd to imploy T bora-: 


«to find out Women for him, who, after 
Egrgalin was made, were to be ſtri 'dand 


os d to their View, as if they had beento , 


qld in open Market, 
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An Ellay towatys 
- There was alſo a Story flew'about of him. 
of a private Supper which he made, vulgarly 
call'd, The $ of the twelve God:s, at what 
rime'the Gueſts ſte down in the Habits of 

Gods and Goddeſſes, he himſelf repreſenting 
Apollo, upon which the following Verſes were 
made. viz. "os | 


- 
vos 


Cum primum iftorum conduxit menſa Choragum 
Sexque Deos vidit Mallia, fexque Deas. | 
Impia dum Phabi Cafar mendacia ludit, 
Dum nova divorum cenat Adulteria. 

Omnia ſe aT erris tunc Numina declinarunt, 
Fugit & Auratos Jupiter ipſe Thronos. 


In Engliſh thus : 


S807 ns the Veſt mentsfor the Feaſts were hir'd, 

Six Gods, ſix Goddeſſes themſetves attir'd 
In Mallia's view; 

And impious Czlar nothing would ſuffice 

But Phebus Shape, and under that diſguiſe 

Th” Adu'tcries of the Gods to aft anew, 

| But then the Gods withdrew 7; 

From Sights on Earth they could not brook, 

And Jove bimfelf their gilded Thrones forſook. 


— x - 


Thus, we ſee, this great and excellent En- 
peror, who was in a manner ador'd and ad- 
mir'd by all Men, could not, with all his 
Magnificence and Bounty, and the Fame of 
his other A&ions, wipe off that indelible 
Stain which thoſe Impurities had fix'd up 
his Memory ; ſo infallibly true 15 it what 50- 
lomon hath ſaid of the Adnltcrer, That 4 


k Wound 
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im, Bad and a Diſhonour be ſhall get, and bis Re- 
ly Wench ſhall not be wip'd away. 
hat W'The next Inſtance is that of Tiberius Ceſar, 
; of Wie to comply with the Emperor Aanſion, 
ing Wore'd his Wife Agrippiva, who had 


[x Son, and was then big with Child, to 
urry Jalia Daughter to the ſaid Emperor, 
we againſt his Inclination. This Marriage 
it was unlawful, did juſtly prove uncom- 
able, ſo that ſome time after the Dearth 
{his Son by Julia, there aroſe ſuch a Diffe- 
race betwixt them, that from rhat minate 
e the uſe of her Bed; and ſhe being 
mitted ofAdulteries, a Divorce was drawn 
againſt her in his Name, and ſent him by 
fs. - After this Tiberius retir'd to Ca- 
« where he gave himſelf up to Drink and 
aſt, infomuch that he was calld Biberzus, 
Inſtead of Tiber;us, and Mero inſtead of Nero, 
Wind was waited on at Meals by Wenches. 
The he invented Alcoves, which he fur- 
whd with Whores, and Catamites, and lewd 
Meoverers of untatural and beaſtly Poſtures 
nd Motions, and thoſe he call'd Spinfrie 
teIncendiaries of his Luſt : He entertain'd 
bmſelf by ſceing them in three ſeveral rows 
ling each other, thereby to excite his de- 
da Appetite, He provided likewiſe ſeve- 
- Wil Chambers hungabout with filthy PiRtures 
5 Wand infamous Statues, and furniſh'd them 
wth the abominable Books of Elephantzz, that 
y one had a mind to be prodigiouſly 
nicked, he might not want a PJttern to fin 
I. He invented alſo in the Woods, Walks 
nd Grottoes proper for the buſineſs of De- 
- bauchery, 


(ox. 


4, 
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bavchery, where young People of both Sexe 
Troſtituted themſelves in the Maſqneradesc 
yoephs and Satyrs; ſo that, in alluſion 
the 1fland and his beaſtly Luſtfulneſs, he wz 
publickly derided by the Name Caprine 
One incredible piece ' of Bebauchery he w 
guilty. of; viz. that he debauch'd young Chil 
dren yet in- ignorance, calling them hi lil 


Fry, teaching them / ta play between: hi 
Thigh while he ſwam, to lick, and tongy 
and:fyck- him like Infants not yet weaned 


- 


It is alſo ſtoried of him, . that when a piec: 
of Parrhaſius's Work, repreſenting Aralan, 
offering her Mouth in that manner to Mele, 

er, was left him for a Legacy, with condi 
tion, that if he fancied not the Deſign, he 
ſhould receive in lieu thereof a Million « 
Seſterces, he not only choſe the PiQvre, but 
placed jt in his very Bed-chamber. - And one 


. time, when he was performitg Sacrifice, he 


was ſo ſeiz'd with a Fit of this unratural Paſ- 
fon towards the Boy, thar carried the Cen- 
ſor, that he could ſcarce reſtrain himſelf till 
the Sacrifice was. over, and as ſon as that 
was done, he debauch'd both that Boy and 


- bis Brother; and hearing that they upbraid- 
. ed one another with that Ignominy after- 


wards, he order'd both. their Leggs to be 
broken. 

He was wont to abuſe Women, and thoſe 
of Quality too, very unnaturally ; as was 
evident in the Caſe of Mallonia, who being 
brought him by his Panders, -and reſolutely 
withſtanding. his Brutiſh Deſires, was cited 
before him upon the Depoſitions of ſuborn'd 

| Wit- 
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meſſes, where he ask'd her openly, if ſhe * 
yet repent of. her coy Refuſal, and 
{ her ſo, that ſhe. at. laſt went. out, of 

t and ſtabb'd her ſelf, having before- 

tufficiently reproach'd the | o}d Goatiſh 
er, with his naſty and obſcene Mouth, 
| which, in the next Farce, a ſevere Re- 
pn was made yppon him. which took 
ttily, and was in every-body's Mouth ; 
Expreſſion was thus: The old He-goat 
the Pudenda of the She-goats. 
ch PraQtiſes muſt neceſſarily be thought 
tender him odious, and therefore he kept 
tis Retirement, as not daring to venture 
elf among the People, yet Faſtice found 
out ; our Author gives us an Account, 
WCaim was ſuppos'd to have given him 
fo, which wrought upon him by de- 
wes ; othersay, that they ſtarv'd him ; 
ud ſome, that he was ſtifled with a Pillow 
the 78th year of his age, 

*The next that falls under our Conſidera- 
0.1s Caligula, of whom Suetonins gives us 
Hollowing Account, viz. That during his 
bath he ſpent Nights in haunting Brothel-. 

ſes, and meetjng vpon Adulterous Aſſig- 

ions, diſzuis'd in a Perrnque and a lon 

Gown, and was moſt paſſionately addiQe 

Dancing, Singing, and all the Alurements 

Fthe Stage ; with every one of his Siſters 

as inceſtuouſly familiar, and at all his 


TY 
: 


Iatertainments they were placed next below 
im by turns, while his Wife fate at the up- 
ter end of the Table. Among the reſt, he 
Ereportcd to have debauch'd Druſila, mn 
5 1 


An Eſſay towards 


he Was yet but a Youth, and was ome tak entll 
.a-Bed with her by his Grandmother A4yj; 
Foon after being married to Lucizxs Caſſ 


Longines, "he took her away from him þ 
force, and liv'd with her as if ſhe had beer 
his Wife ; and, after her Death, it was hi 
uſual Oath to ſwear by Drs#ſilla's Deity, A 
for his other Siſters, he did not love them 
ſo paſſionately, but did frequently proſtitat 
them to his Ganimedes, which afforded hit 
a more eaſie Opportunity to condemn them 
in the Caſe of «Amilius Lepidus, of whom he 
was afraid; for Adultery. | 
As to his Marriages; he contraQed and 
diſſolv'd *em with equal Ignominy. Upoi 
the very day that Livia Orcſtilia was married 
to C. Piſo, he being preſent at the Wedding; 
commanded her to be brought home to his 
Palace as' his own Wife, but within a few 
days turn'd her off again, and two years af- 
ter .banifh*d her, pretending that ſhe had 
convers'd privately with her Husband in the 
mean time. ' Others report, That being in- 
vited to the Nuprtial Supper, as he ſate over 
againſt P;ſo, he ſent one to whiſper in his 
Ear theſe words, Forbear 'to lie with my Wife 
'and .preſently after tiſing from the Table, 
led her home along with him, and next day 
fet forth a Decree, declaring, That hs ya 


married according to the Example of Romulus k 


and Auguſtus Loliia Paulina being, married 


to a Perſori of Conſular Degree, and Gene-Þ 


ral of the Army, upon hearing that her Wy 


Grandmother was one of the moſt beantfal 


2 110 
Ladies of -her Time, he became ſo enamour'd 
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ker Cnc, that he ſerit for her out 
ie the Province where ſhe was, forc'd her 
her Husband, took her to himſelf, and 

wort time hkewiſe turn*d her off, for- 
ng her for ever after the knowledge of 
drher Man. Ceſonja, tho? neither hand- ; 
Mor young, and the Mother of three if 
theers by another Man, he loy'd fo paſ- » 
tely, that he would often ſhew her to : 
t mldiers riding by his ſide, with her 
eman's Coat embroider'd, and frequent- 
it ck nakedto his Familiars. 
Ting brooght to want Money by thoſe his 
avagant Courſes, ht invented new and 
ard-of Impoſts ; one was, that he exa- 
from common Proſtitutes the Gratuity 
one Nights Familiarity, and oblig'd mar- 
People alſo to pay a certain Rate for 
aſe of the Marriage-bed, He built alſo 
othel-houſe in his own Palace. with A- 
tmeats ſuited to the Dignity of the place 
Ladies and Gentlemen to enjoy their 
deſtine Amours ; and, to force a Trade, 
{ ſent/ his Officers about to invite both 
ng and old to bring their Miſtrefles to 


Wis ,onveniencies, of whom, when they came, 
le, Wfeceiv'd his ignominious Toll, which there 
4) Were Perſons ready to receive, and ſet down 
1 Sit Natnes of every Man in a Book, as Bene- 
5 Witors to Ceſer's Revenue. 


We come now to take notice of the Pu- 
aments which befel him :_It is natural to 
WMiceive, that thoſe Debauches impair'd his 
malrh, .ſo that he never had any either in 
w=dy or Mind. It was believ'd that his Wife 
5 . Ceſo- 


+ 
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\ would freely forgive them, tho? they ſhould 


- An Eſſay towards 
Ceſonia had drench'd him with. a Philter oo 
Love-potion, which depriv'd_ him, of his Sen; 
ſes, and almoſt made him mad, ſo that 
never ſlept above three hours in a Night, ar 
then 'alſo was. diſturb'd .with troubleſon 
Dreams and Viſions ; at laſt becoming hat 
ful and intolerable by. his Luſts and Crue'ty 
he was cut off by Caſſius Cherea and Corel 
Sabinus, Tribunes, and other Conſpirato; 
as he was going to fee the Pyrrhief Dan 
the one giving him a mortal 'Wound ia the 
Neck with his Hanger, and the other ruy 
ning him quite through the Body. This.yi 
cious Mo er had render'd the Name of the 
Ceſars 10 odious, that the Romans hada mind 
after his Death to have aboliſh'd their Me 
mory, and lay theiv Temples in Aſhes. 
The next Inſtance is Claudius Druſus Ceſar, 
whoſe Father Druſus being unlawfully begor, 
the luſtful Contagian was, it ſeems, by Nh 
fame means convey'd to the Grandſon, who 
in his Youth kept company with none hut 
looſe debauch'd Fellows, and follow'd their 
bad Example. Livia Medullina died on the 
very day-appointed for her being married 
to him. His Wife Urgulanilta he divorc 
for notorious Proſtitution, and every-body 
knows how unfaithful the infamous Meſſalins 
his Couſin-German was to him ; upon which 
he ſolemiily declar'd, that he wovld for the 
future keep himſelf a-Widower, and that he 
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kill him,if not, Yet ſoonafter he fell inTreaty 
with Pelna, whom he had put away before, 
and then with Lolia Pawlina ;, at length he 
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ine, Daughter to his Brother Germarnicu, 
and ſuborn'd certain perſons to move, that 
he might be conſtraiwd to marry Agrippina, 


petuate -the Publick Tranquility, and that 
there might be a Toleration alſo for others 
19 contract Marriages in the ſame degree, 
hi h till that time had always been accoun- 
ted inceſtuous : He was ſo impatient, that 
he could not ſtay till the next day to prepare 
br his Wedding. There was none how- 
wer that follow'd his inceſtuous Example, 
Hut a certain Libertine, and a chief Centuri- 
0 of a Legion, to both which Weddings he 
Havited himſelf and his Wife Agrippina, for 
the encouragement of others. His Unclean- 
neſs was puniſh'd, amoneglt ather things, by 
the loſs of his Son Drs, who having toſs'd 
aPear up into the Air, and gaping to catch 
{again, it fell ſo exactly into his Throat, 
tht it choaked him. He was ſo much be- 
FÞtted; he ſign'd Writings for the ſettlement 
of a-Dowry upon the Contratt of Marriage 
tetween his Wife 1eſalina and her Adulte- 
er Sil;s, being made believe that *twas only 


dj M4 Contrivance found ont to delude the Fates 
ins WF themſelves, and to transfer upon the Head 
ch W'of another Man thoſe Diſaſters which the 
the W Predictions of the Soothſayers and ſeveral 


Prodigies had fix*d upon his Perſon ; and at 


1d WF laſt he was poiſon'd by a Muſhroom which 
YT  4frippina gave him. 


he I R The 


| enpag'd in'an inceſtuous Amour with Agrip-, 


as being the only means conducible to per-/ 
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- The next Inſtance is Vero, the Son of Dy. 


mitizs and the wicked Agrippine aboye men- 
tiond, whoſe future Miſchievous Temper 
his Father predifted, when the Nobility came 
to compliment him upon MNero's Birth, oz, 
That there could nothing proceed from him and 
Agrippina but what was dcteſtable, and would 
prove pernicious to the Commonwealth : Which 
every man who 1s acquainted with Hiſtory 
knows to have been exa&tly fulfill'd. 

Swetonius gives this following Account of 
him, viz. That his Petulancy, Luft, Luxury, 
Avarice, and Cruelty he praQtis'd by de- 
grees, and at firſt conceald 'em under the 
Excuſes of Indiſcretion and Heat of Youth; 
but yet he could not carry it fo, but that 
every-body {aw they were rather the Vices 
of Nature than Age. So ſoon as it grew 
duskiſh, away he flew in diſgue to Tippling- 
kouſes, Cooks-ſhops,c. frolicking and ſcou- 
ring about the Streets, beating ſuch as were 
going home late from Supper ; ſome little 
Shops he would alſo break open and rifle, 
and afterwards fell the Spoils. In thoſe 
Quarrels he ſeyeral times ran the hazard of 
his Life, being once almoſt bruis'd to death 
by a Senator, whoſe Wife he would haveta- 
ken from him in the Street. 

Beſides a great number of Pages, whom 
he made ve of ia his unlawful Pleaſures, and 
his Contaminations of married Women, he 
deflower'd Rubria, one of the Veſtal Virgins, 


and would very fain have married Ate 4 


Slave, ſuborning ſeveral Perſons of Chratene 
e 
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degree, to ſwear that ſhe was of Royal Ex. 
"traction. Sporxs, a young Boy, after he had 
eln- FF eaus'd him to be gelt, he endeavour'd to 
Per FF have a'together transform'd into a Woman, 
m F and after he had veil'd him, married him, 
% WF and fettl'd a Dowry upon him with all the 
ma ©} Ceremonies of a ſumptuous Wedding, he = 
«d Y kept him at home as his Wife ; upon which 
ch the Wits of thoſe times ſaid, 1: had been well 
if I for the World if Domitivs his Father had had 
ſach a Wife. This Sporus he carried about 
with him, in a pompous and coſtly Habit, as 
if he had been the 'Empreſs her-ſelf, under 

e- Title of Auguſta, to all the trading 
Towns of Greece, and ſoon after ſhew'd him 
openly at Rome, In the S:2illarian Street, and 
would frequently kiſs him as they ſate toge- 
ther in the ſame Litter. He ſent tor a Har- 
lt, who was very like his Mother Agrippi- 
xa, and entertain'd her among the relt of his 
Concubines ; and he was accus'd of abominas 
le Inceſt with his own Mother as ofcen as 
he rode in the ſame Litter with her, which 
was diſcover'd by the Pollutions that be- 
ſmear'd his Clothes. _ 

His own Chaſtity he proſtitated- in ſuch a 
manner, that there was hardly a Member of 
his Body undefil'd, inſomuch thar ar length 
he invented a new ſort of Lechery, which 
4 & 95, 70 cover himſelr all 'over with the Skin 
. of ſome wild Beaſt, and ſo f& be let out of a 
. © Cage, thar he wight fly upon the Secrets of 
2 Men and Women that were tied to a Stake ; 
= 20d after he had that way gratified his mon- 
frous Luft, he proftrated his own Body to 
| | KR his 


i] 


Mn Effiy towards 


his enfranchis'd Bondman Doryphorus, wh 
had married him as he himſelf had wedded 
- Spor«z, and in that paſlive polture counter- 
feited the ſoft Cries: and Complaints of. a 
new-bedded Virgin. He was ſo very vile 
himſelf,” that he believ'd every-body to be 
ſo, only that they diſſembl'd their Vices, and 
* were private in their Debauches ; and if any 
-Man would but confeſs their Obſcenities to 

him,he pardon'd all the reſt of their Crimes. 


His impious Mother was remarkably pur- 


ſued by the Divine Vengeance, which gave 
her vp to the unnatural Fury of the Monſter 
her Son, to whom ſhe had ſo unnaturally pro- 
ſtituted her Body ; for after he had divers 
ways attempred to rid himſelf of her, but in 
vain, he at laſt commanded her to be kill'd, 
as having conſpir'd againſt his Life ; which 
being efjected, he ran with eager Curiolity 
to view the naked Body of his Mother, as 
ſhe lay weltring in her Blood, and handled 
all-her Limbs, of which he commended ſome 
for their Beauty and Shape, and diſpraisd 
others, and happening to be thirſty in the 
midſt of his unnatural Survey, he was fo 
little concern'd, that he quench'd his Thirſt 
over his murder*d Parent, who left the 
World with that feverc Reproof to him, 
when his Murderers approach'd her, iz. 
That they ſhould ſirike her Belly firſt, which had 
brought forth ſuch a Monſter into the World as 
Nero. After this barbarous and unnatural 
Murther, the wicked Monſter never enjoy'd 
Quiet, but was conſtantly purſu'd with Hor- 
rour 
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our of Conſcience, and cry'd out, That he 
was haunted by his Mother? s Ghoſt. 

Nero had alſo a plurality of Wives, viz. 
0Ravia Poppea Sabina, and Statilia Meſſalina, 
having kil d Atticus Veſtinus, the Husband of 
the latter, that he might enjoy her. His 
Wife 0#avia he endeavour ſeveral times 
to have ſtrangled, and divorc'd her under 
pretence of Barrenneſs; bur perceiving the 
People took her Part, he put her to death, 
ppon. a falſe Accufation of Adulteries. He 
had an entire Love to. his Wife Poppea, yet 
Aill'd her with a kick upon the Guts when 
ſhe was big with Child, becauſe ſhereprov'd 
him for ſtaying too late at his Charior: dri- 
-ving Exerciſes. He put Antonia, the Daugh- 
ter of Claudius, to death, for re fuling to mar- 
ry him after the death 'of Poppea. He alfo 
murder'd Aulus Plantins ,a young Gentleman, 
whoſe Body he. had forcibly defil'd before- 
hand, and afrer he had kill'd him, uſed this 
taunting Expreſſion, Now ler my " Mother £0 
and hiſs my « Sutceſſor, giving it out, Thar bc 
Was bt Mother's Galant, and by ber fpurr a on to 

Claim to the Empire. 

This villainous Monſter having wallow'd 
a Tong time in unnatural Luſts and cruel 
Murders, became hateful to every one. He 
ſet Rume on fire with his own Hands, which 
"was a juſt Jadgment of God upon that City, 
for ſuffering it ſelf to be ſer on fire by his 
raging Luſts: After that, - they were viſited 
with a Peſtilence, which cut olf many thou- 
finds of '*em. His Souldiers in two of the 
chief Bzjtriſs Garriſons were maſſacred, and 
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many of the Romans and their Allies were 
ſlavghter'd in other places of that Iſland. 
His Legions in the Eaſt had the Ignominy of 
being put under the Yoke; and all Syria was 
like to be loſt, fo cloſely did Vengeance pur- 
ſue him. Then France and Spain revolted, 
under the Condu@ of Galba and Findex, 


which ſo ſtruck him, tho* he ſeem'd little 


concepn'd at his former Diſaſters, that he 
ſank down, and for a long time lay Speech- 
leſs, Jike one that had neither Life nor Soul, 
and when he came to himſelf, he fell a tear- 
ing his Clothes, thump'd himſelf about the 
Head, and at length cried out, that he was 
wdone : But being at laſt convinc'd of the 
neceflity of making head againſt his Enemies, 
his firſt Care was, to provide Waggons to 
carry his Scenical Machines and Muſical In- 
ſtruments, .and to have his Concuhines, 
which he deſign'd to carry with him, trim'd 
with their Hair cut like Men, and arm'd with 
Battel-axes and ſmall round Targets, after 
the manner of Amazons, ſo far was he judi- 
cially given up to his Luſts, 

In the mean time he was terrified with 
frightful Dreams and:dreadful Omens, ſuch 
as that he was dragg d into hideous Darkneſs 
by his Wife C&avia, and that his Body was 


-cover'd with a multitmde of winged Emmets; 


the Deors of the Mauſolrrm flew open of their 
own accord, and a Voice was heard from 
thence, ſummonirg him Ciſtinatly by his 
Name. Tr was alfo obſerv'd, that the Jail 
Tragedy which he acted in publick was 
Oedipus exil'd, which concluded in theſe 

W orcs, 
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Words, that were very applicable to him, 
viz , 


 Thas Wife,thas Aforher, and thus Father ealt 
For merited Revenge, and I muſt fall. 


. Then, npon freſh Intelligence that the Ar- 
wigs were revolted, he tore the Letters as he 
kate at Dinner, overturn'd the Fable, calF& 
hy Doſe of Poiſon, and retir'd into the 

ilian Gardens, where he tormented him- 
klf with perplexing Thoughts what to do 
i this Diſtreſs ; ſometimes he thought of 
throwing himſelf at the Feet of Gabba, or to 
iwplore the Aſſiſtance of the Parthians ; and 
pmetimes he thought of purting himfelf in 
Mourning; humbling himſelt to the People, 

beggFag their Pardon before the Roſfr 

vt from that was deterr'd, fearing he ſhou 

torn in pieces before he got tothe Formm ; 

0 waving the matter till next Cay, he wak'd 
about Midnight, and then finding his Guards 
drawn off, he leap'd ont of his Bed, and ſent 

and down for his Friends, but none of 
them coming to him, he went himſelf, with 
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bme few Attendants, to their Houſes, where * 


meeting with no admitrance, he return'd to 
bis Chamber. from whence by that time the 
few of his Guards that remain'd had alſo 
march'd off, having firſt rifled his Apart- 
ments, and carried off, amongſt other things, 
his. Gol4 Box with the Doſe of Poiſon in it ; 
which put him into that Deſpair, that he ſent 
for any of the publick Exccutioners to di- 
ſpatch him, and none of them being to be 
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found, he cried out, Whar, have 1 neither 
Friends nor Enemies ? and ran away, as if he 
would have thrown himſelf into the Tiber ; 
but, upon ſecond Thoughts, he began to 
think of ſome private lurking place, where 
he might conſider what to do, and for that 
end mounted on Horſeback barefoot. and in 
ſordid' Apparel, with a thin Handkerchief 
before his Face, to have retir'd to a Conmry 
Houſe belonging fo one of his enfranchigd 
zondmen, having only four Perſons with 
him, of whom his Catamite Sporus Was One ; 
but being terrified with a violent Earthquake 
and the Lightning that flaſh'd on his Face, as 
an additional Affiiction, he heard the Soul. 
diers in the Prerorian Camp curſing him, and 
wiſhing all Proſperity to Galea. He arriv'd 
however at the Honſe, into which he crent 
privately through a hole, lay on a Plock- bed, 
and had no better Dainties than brown Bread 
and Ditch-water. He cou'd not be pre: ail'd 
on to'make any further Attempts for ſwing 
his Life, but order'd a Grave to be made p 
his pr eſence, and wept every time he alt 
his Eye upon thoſe Euneral Preparations, 
crying out, What an Artiſt will the World le! 
In. the mean time he receiv'd Advice, that 
the Senate had declar d him anEnemy to the 
Publick, and that he ſhould be ſonght” after 
ard puniſh 'd after the manner ' of the An- 
ciems, iz. to be ſtrip'd naked, have þ! ; 
Neck faſten'd in a forked Stick and be wt: ir 
ped to death ; with which he was ſo terri- 
fied, that he ſhareh'd np two Daggers, nd 
having felt the edges of them, ſheath'd them 
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pin, pretending that his fatal End was not 


FS. 


i : And thus dallying with his End, 


netimes he 'defir'd Sporus to begin his 


Moans and Lamentations; andat other times 


he would deſire ſome one of the Company to 
hew him the way to die by his Example ; 
and by and by he would chaſtize his own 
Poſillanimity, ſaying, that he l;w/d baſely and 
wrerchedly, and endeavour'd to argue himſelf 
into Courage to take away- his own Life ; 
but hearing that the Hdrſemen were at hand, 
with Orders to bring him back to Rome 
dive, if poſſible, he utter*d a Verſe in Greek 
to the ſenſe following, viz. . 


[ hear the ſwift-beed Courſers beat the Ground, 
And with their deadly Noiſe my Ears confound. 


And then clapping the Dagger to his Throat, 
was aſſiſted by Epaphroditws, the Maſter of his 
Requeſts, to thruſt it home; and thus he ex- 
pir'd, his Eyes being ſuddenly fix'd and ſta- 
ring in his Head, to the terrour of all thoſe 
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that beheld him. « Thus was that Monſter of - 


all Villany and Uncleanneſs made the Execu- 
tioner of Divine Wrath upon himſelf, it be- 
ing impoſſible that he could fall by a more 
vilainous Hand than his own. 

The next Inſtance is the Emperor Galba, 


of whom Sctonius gives us this following 


Account : That in the fatisfaftion of his 
Luſt he was more prone to the Male Sex ; 
nor did he care for any of that Sex neither, 
but ſuch as were overgrown and exfſolete, 
It is reported therefore in Spajn, that when 
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Feelus, one of theſtaleſt of his He-concnhines 
brought him the News of Mero's Death, he 
not only receiv'd him in publick with home- 
preſs'd Kiſſes, but courted and fent him a- 
way to be ſmoorh'd without delay, The 
Fragicat Exit of this Emperor we have from 
the fame Author, thus; T hat thoſe who con. 
fpir'd againſt him having drawn him outjn- 
to the Streets, by falſe Rumours of Othbyg's 
being kilFd, the Horſemen who were in- 
truſted with the Afaſſination galloping thro' 
the Fhrong of common People. fell upon 
lam and ſrab!yd lim, deſerted and abandon'd 
by all his Followers, near the Curtian Lake, 
where he was left weltring in his Blood, un. 
vit a Common Souldier returning from a 
publick diſtribution of Corn, laid down his 
Burthen, and cut off his Head ; and becauſe 
ke could not take hold cf the Hair, Galba 
being bald, he carricd it in the Lappet cf 
this Coat, and thruſting his Thumb between 
' Kis Teeth, preſented it to Orhbo, who gave it 
xo the Sutlers and Horſeboys, and they car- 
ried it round the Camp, as the ObjeQt of the:r 
Scorn and Cantempt : So infallibly does Un- 
cfeanneſs bring down Vengeance upon the 

Heads of thoſe who wallow in Impurities, 
Fhe Emperor Otho follows next in courſe, 
of whom Suctonius gives us this following 
Account ; That from his early Youth he was 
$© p:odigal, and given to Women, that his 
Fathor was often conſtrain'd to chaſtiſe him : 
He was alſo wont to run about the Strects in 
the Night with his Companions, and where 
ke mer with any that were unable to make 
R.c- 
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he rofs'd in a Blanket. After his Father's 
caſe, he addreſs?d himſelf to a Court- 
oy in great Favour, as being one of the 
aperor*'s Freed-women for whom he pre- 


21M Wided a moſt paſſionate Aﬀection, tho” ſhe 
n- Ws very old and decrepit : By her means he 
0- Kinated himſelf into Nero's Favour, and 
0+ Willy kept the higheſt place in his Friendſhip, 
ao zovgh the conformity of their Humours; 


as others report, being familiarly en- 
wd in mutual Proſtitution, Moreover, 
ke having a great AfﬀeQtion jor Poppea Sa- 
ns, then his Miſtreſs, took her from her 
hand, and ſent her to Ortho, who receiv'd 
rinto his Houſe under colour of Marriage. 
Ind not content to have alienated her Kind- 
& from Nero, he grew ſofond of her, that 
could hardly brook the Emperor to be his 
| Miival - and therefore not only refuſed thoſe 
" Mit were ſent to bring her to the Emperor, 
* Wit ſhut his Doors againſt the Emperor, him- 
Rf ſtanding in the Street, and with Prayers 
nd Threatnings intermix'd redemanding 
the Truſt commirted to his Care; whereup- 
bm Nero diſlolv'd the Marriage, and iſpatch- 
d him Legate into Porrygal. Nero and Gal- 
k being both cut off, as we have heard al- 
rady, Ortho ſucceeded in the Empire; but 
Fielfius having raiſed himſelf up againſt him, 
Otho at laſt became alſo his own Executioner, 
and ftabb'd himſelf with a Dagger. 

The next is V7tel/ius, concerning whom 
that ſame Anthor relates, That during his 
Youth he reſided at Capree, amongſt Tiberins's 

| Cata- 


eftance, or in Drink, he would cauſe them - 
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Catamites, inſomuch that he was brangel 
with the Sirname of Male Proſtiture ; andth 
Beauty of his Body was thoug ht to have been 
the firſt Occaſion of his Father*s Ad vanceiſn 
ment. In the ſucceeding Years of his Apy 
he was contaminated with all manner « 
Vice, after he came to the Empire, he ſur 
render'd the greateſt Share of the Govern 
ment to be manag*d by the Conncil, or 73 
ther at the Will and Pleaſure of every inf 
mous Stage-player and Chariot-driver, more 
eſpecially of Aſcaticus his enfranchis'd Slave 
This Male Proftitute, when but very young; 
after his Maſter and he had mutually fox 
ſome time defil'd each other, being wearicd 
with his Patron's Importunity, he ran away 
from him, afterwards Yeltivs retaking him 
at P:teole, where he was ſelling ſowre Wine 
and Water mix'd together, to the poor Peo- 
ple, to get a Penny, he caſt him into Irons, 
but ſoon enlarg'd him, and favour'd him a- 
gain with his Careſſes. He afterwards fold 
him to a Fencer, for his churlih il} Nature, 
from whom he not long after ſtole him 
again, and the firſt day that Yzellins appeai'd 
as Emperor, he ſuffer'd him to wear Gold 
Rings, like a Roman Knight, . 

Suctonirs adds, That this Enperor Yel- 
lins was addicted to all forts of Vice, but 
chiefly to Luxury and Cruelty ; he always 
made three Meals a day, ſometimes four, not 
contenting himſelf with Breakfaſt, Dinner, 
and-Supper, unleſs he had his Collation at- 
ferwards, he would alſo appoint where to 
ſap, where to debauch the fame Day, and 

hap- 
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uppy he that entertain'd him who could 
mid.come off for Ten thouſand Crowns at 
fitting : But, above all the reſt, the moſt 
Wnous Supper was that which was made 
m by his Brother, to welcome him to the 
ty, at which time, as *twas reported, no 
& than Two thouſand Diſhes of 'Fifh, and 
wen thouſand of Fowl, all Rarities in ſea- 
n, were brought to the Table : Only he 
inſelf exceeded this Feſtival, at the Dedi- 
tion of his great, Platter, which, by reaſon 
fits extraordinary ſize, he calPd The Buck- 
yof Minerva. This Platter he filPd with 
Gelio conſiſting of the Livers of Thorn- 
kcks, the Brains of Pheſants and Peacocks, 
Tongues of Phznicopters, and the milky 
ts of Mullets, for which the Bowels of, 
e Ocean were ranſack'd, from the Carpa- 
ln Sea to the Srreights of Spain, by the Ma- 
ters of the Koman Ships and Galleys. _ His 
Ippetite was ſo inſatiable and bottomleſs, 
withal ſo unſcaſonable and ſordid, that 
tether he were upon a Journey or offering 
aerifice, he could not forbear from ſnatch- 
0 the Fleſh of the Victim, and the parch'd 
harley from the Altars, nor from tearing 
the Victuals from the Cooks'Stalls in the 
treets, whether ſteaming hot or of yeſter- 
lays 'dreſling, and the Leavings of others. 
ut this luſtful' and luxurious Emperor be- 
oming hateful to every body, he was every 
where either vanquiſh'd or betray'd, ard at 
uſt ſeiz'd in the Porter's Lodge of his own 
Ralace, whence he was dragg'd ignominiouſly 
lirough the Sfreets by the Hair, My” = 
ar- 
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Garments all torn, and at laſt brought to. 
the Scale Gemonie, Or common place of ExeM% 
cution, where, by gently ſtabbing him with 
ſmall pricks at a time, they tortur'd him to 
death by degrees, and thence dragg'd along 
- with an Hook, they flung his mortified Car: 
caſs into the Tiber. | | 
As for the Emperor Tits, and his Son 
Veſpatian, they were not without Blame ag 
to the Point of Chaſtity, and tho? their Exits 
were not tragical, like thoſe of the preceding 
Monſters, yet. they were not without their 
Troubles and Reproaches,as jult Puniſhments 
for their inordinate Paſſions. Suetonins ſays 
of Yeſpatian, That he had a great number of 
Concubines after the.death of Cxnjs, one of 
which lay by him all the while of his Repoſe, 
And, that being perſecuted by a certain Cur- 
teſan, who pretended to be ready to die for 
Love of him, he at length yielded to her 
Embraces, and gave her Four hundred Se- 
ſterces out of his own private Purſe, which 
he order'd his Steward to place to his Ac- 
count thus, viz. To Veſpaſlian, for being belor/d. 
That ſame Hiſtorian obſerves of him, that he 
was much given to Drolling, and that ſome- 
times ſo broad and ſcurrilouſly, that he could 
hardly refrain from Obſcenifty. He died of 
a ſudden Looſeneſs, as a juſt Puniſhment for 
his looſe Life, of which the indelible Stain is 
convey'd to Poſterity by Suctoninus and other 
Hiſtorians. ' 

His Son Yeſpatian is accugd of ſitting up 
till midnight revyelling with the lewdelt of 
his Companions, and that his' Lechery was 
noto- 
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wtorious, by his Gangs of Catamites and 
©Epnvchs, and the exceſſive Love he bore to 
"the Queen Berervice: Upon the whole, he 
was generally eſteem'd and talk'd of as ano- 
ter Nero; but after he came to the Empire, 
te reform'd himſelf, turn'd off his Paramour 
Frevice, and all his Catamites, and became 
one of the moſt excellent Princes that ever 
fway'd the Roman Scepter : Yet fo far hath 
the Divine Juſtice punith'd his Incontinence, 
that the Infamy of it is tranſmitted to Poſte- 
my vfton Record, and he was cut off in a 
manner in the Vigor of his Age, being but 
in his 41ſt Year when he died ; And of this 
flisfortune he was very ſenſible, the Hiſto- 
nan telling us, that he look'd up toward 
feaven, bitterly complaining, that his Life 
mas wrongfully taken from him, for he had 
heen guilty of no Aftion of which he need 
fepent, excepting one only, which what it 
was he neither then declar'd himſelf, nor 
could it be eaſily gueſfd by any one elſe, 
tho? ſome were of Opinion, that 'twas his 


, 

v familiarity with his Brother's Wife Domtia, 
» I but ſhe ſwore poſitively there was no ſuch 
1 I ding, and ſhe would not have denied it had 
,f I & been true, hut rather have gloried in it; 


which it was uſual for her to-do of any kind 

of Lewdneſs. But thus his Memory and 

Fame juſtly ſuffers, becauſe of his former Ia- 
temperance. 

The following Inſtance is that of Domitian, 

f ho was infamous from his very Youth; 

Nero produc'd a Note under his Hand when 

1. | fewasa young Man, wherein he had promi- 
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ſed him a Nights Lodging at any time : and 
he is alſo accus'd of having proſtituted his 
Body to Nerva He divorc'd his Wife Dy. 
mitia, on pretence that ſhe was in Love with 
one Paris, a Stage-player, and afterwards 
took her again. Being greatly addiQed to 
Venery, he call'd frequent Coition his Beg- 
wreſtling, as if it had been a Kind of Exer- 
Ciſe; and it is reported of him, that he 
would often ſmooth and depilate his Con- 
cubines, and ſwim amongſt the moſt noto- 
Tious Warlots. . When his Brother's Daugh- 
ter was offer'd him in Marriage, he would 
by no means accept of her, as being engag'd 
in Wedlock with Domitilla ; but not long 
after, when ſhe was married to another, he 
debauch'd her of his own accord, tho' Titus 
was then alive; but when her Father and 
Husband were dead, he lov'd her witha moſt 
paſſionate AﬀeCQtion,. which he own'd before 
all the World, inſomuch that after he had 
got her with Child, he forc*'d her to miſ- 
carry, which was the occaſion of her death, 
This vile Prince being juſtly hated for his 
Cruelty and Debauchery, was: kill'd in his 
own Chamber, by thoſe that conſpir*d againſt 
him, Stephanus, Domitilla's Steward, having 
{tabb'd him with a Dagger in the Groin, as 
he was reading a Paper which he kad given 
him, pretending it was a Diſcovery of a new 
Plot. And the Memory of this Emperor 
was ſo exccrable to the Senate, that they or- 
der'd all his Decrees and Titles to be every 
where ras'd out, and the very Memory cf 
him utterly aboliſh'd ; fo infallibly true hath 
IL 
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Thus we have gone through ſuch Inſtan- 
of £e5 25 Livy and Suetoniv afford us, and muſt 
-4. now have recourſe to other Authors for the 


remainder of the Roman Emperors. 


| The next we ſhall inſtance is the Emperor 
L. Aurelins Commogus Antoninus, who was ele- 
nated to the Imperial Dignity about the- 
fear of Chr iſt 180. From his very Infan- 
Q he was. bent to all ſorts of Vice, not- - 
xithſtanding the Care of the wiſe Philoſo- 


$ pers, who had the condu&t of his Manners; 
$: hat Rome found in him a ſecond ero. 
id Wy 1 would needs paſs for Hercrles, Son to Ju 
N gi pear'd as he did, with the Lions 

Club, and would have Altars. and 


kris which the Senate conſented to, 
er than they would irritate his furious 
re: He murder'd moſt of the Senators ; 

a ſevere Perſecuter of the Chriſtians, 
lebauch'd his own Siſters, and entertained 
ree hundred Concubines, and as many 
toys, for his deteſtable Pleafures, and gave - 

Government of .his Provinces to Men 

for Vice or Infamy : But, at laſt, ha- 
delign'd to: cut off Martia, one of his 
mpers, ſhe, together with the Captain 
F his Guards and his Lord Chamberlain, 
inſt whom he had the like Deſign, mix'd 
ſon with his Wine, which-not being quick 
tough in its operation, they INE a 
rall- 


Au Cllay towatds. ... . 


frangled by a Wreſtler, (with whom he ysd 
ty exerciſe himſelf ſometimes at that Sport) 
about the 31ſt year of his age ; ſays Lamp: 
dins, Eutropms, and Ontphrius. 


We come next” to Heliogabalus the Empe- 
ror, who ſucceeded: Matrinus, and was cal- 
led the Romnn Sardanapalns, His Luxury was 
ſo boundleſs, thar. when he was on the Sea- 
coaſts' he would eat nothing but Fowl from 
the remoteſt Mountains, and when fartheſt 
fron the Sea, would eat nothing but Sea-fiſh;, 
he fed his Lamps with Balſam, and filled his 
Fiſh-ponds with ſcented Water ; he married 
Aquila Severa, a Veſtal Virgin, (tho? by the 
Roman Law accounted Inceſt) faying, That 
he being a Prieſt, their Offspring muſt be al- 
topether Heavenly. His. two Coachmen 
were his chief Companions and fellow- 
Debaychees. He cut off abundance of the 
Senators, becauſe they would not allow of 
a Senate *of Women, whereof his Mother 
was to .be Preſident, and to determine all 
Female Controverſies, - Tho? he was Þnt 
Twenty two, Years old at moſt, he was gn1l- 
ty of all manner of Villanies, enovgh ta 
make'thoſe. who read his Hiſtory to bluſh : 
He became at laſt ſo hateful even to his 
own Guards, tnat he and his Mother were 
both ſlain in the Camp, and their Corps ex- 


* pos\d to all manner of Indignities -from the 


Populace, who firſt threw them into a Privy, 
and then into the Tibcr, ſo vile had their Luſts 
render d them in the Eyes of the People. ' 
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#this happet'd-abonrt 'the Year 222, accord- 


ing $0 Emutropins, Lampridius, and Aurelins 


Ns 


A The Emperor Tr ajan falls next under COft- 


fideration, who tho' a Prince excellent for 
Virtno znd Valone, compar'd with-fome that 
went before him, yer Don and others'charge 
him with Cruelty and Incontinence in' the 
-vnnatural Love of Boys, 'as alſd*with perſe- 


" cuting the Chriſt;ans, and” Exceſs in Wine. 


As to his puniſhment, the ſame Authors 


take notice, that he'had well nigh peri” 


by a dreadful Earthquake, and. eſctap/d- 6 
narrowly, that he was forced to be drawn 
put of a'Window ; and his great Virtie and 
Valour have-not- been- able to- preſerve his 
Memory from the Ignominy of thoſe Sodo#j- 
tcl Itmpurities:he was guilty of. | 


; The Emperor Caracalla was a Monſter of 
Cruelty and Incontinence, beipg- ſo impu- 
dent as to marry 7«/;a his Father's Widow", 
he alſo conſpir'd the Death of his Father 
and-Brother; ſo inſeparable are Cruelty and 
Incontinence; and was at laſt cut off himſelf 
by a:Confpiracy of his Officers. 


- The Emperor Gzllenus, ſays Trebetrins Pol- 
bo, was a perſon .alrogether-given to Sloarh 
and 'Eafe, his Pleaſures and Luſts, which 
drew bpon him. the Hatred of all Men. 
When they brought him News that Epype 
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Was loſt, and: that Gay! had reyolted, he | 


S-2 Was 
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was ſo unconcerni'd, 'hecanſe'of his fluggifh 
Temper, that he made no other Anſwer but, 
What, cart, we live without the Flax of F. 
gypt, or the Jippoes of Arras ? * And at laſt 
was {lain by ſoine' of his Captains. ” 


Aurelius Viftor gives us this Account of the 
Emperor Carinxs, That he gave himſelf over 
co all manner of Vice, married.nine Wives; 
and put ſeveral to death upon bare Suſpi- 
cion ; which, ſays Yopiſcas, made his Father 
afgerwards diſown him ; and he was kilPd in 
285, by one of his Captains, whoſe Wife he 
ha debauck'd. 


Entropins and Creſus, ſay of the Emperor 
Galerins, That -he divorced his firſt Wife, 
and married Yaleria, the Emperor's Daugh- 
ter, perſecuted the Chriſtians in a moſt cruel 
and barbarous manner, and died of an Uleer 
in his Genifals, that began to'ſwarm with 
Worms ;z a juſt and ſuitable Puniſhment for 
his Incontinence, * 
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V alentinian the Third became ſo endmon- 
red on a Roman Lady, Wife to Maxim, a 
Senator, and afterwards Emperor, that he 
ſollicited her continvally to debauch her, but 
without effe&t : But having won all Maxi- 
mus's Money, and his Ring likewiſe, at Dice, 
he ſent the-Ring as a Token from her FHus- 

| band, to come to the Palace, and when ſhe 

-came thither, violated her Chaſtity ; the in- 

Jur'd Lady complain'd of it to her "_—_ 

þ7.4 will 


tows (At (O4 © to df ms. or twosc ma 
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, in revenge contriv'd the Murder of 


. 


tMaximns, about the Year 455. 


s Procopius and Barovins have left it on Re- 
cord concerning the Emperor Maximus, 
That having cauſed the Emperor Yalentinian 


'the third to be kill'd for having raviſtfd 


his Wife, he married the Empreſs Exdoxa 
by force, created his own Son Ceſar, and 
married him to the young Exdoxa, the 
Emperor's Daughter. One Night, in his 
Amours with the Empreſs Endoxa, he told 
her, That he kid the Emperor her Husband 

love of her ; which ſo incens'd her, that 
ſhe ſent for Ger/ſeric, King of the African 
Fandals, to deliver her from the Tyrant, 
who abandoning Rome when Gerferic enter'd 


"Into it, he was Kkilld by a Souldier, and af- 


terwards pulld in pieces by the Empreſs 
and her Servants, and thrown into the T;- 
ber, about ſcyenty ſeven days after he began 
his Reign. | 


Thus we have gone through the ſeveral 
Governments and Governours of Rome, from 
its foundation to the Reign of _Auguſtalas, 
the 1alt of thoſe properly calPd Roman Em- 

ors, which have afforded us many remar- 

able Inſtanges of the Tragical EffeRs of 
Luſt, nos only upon particular Perſons and. 
Families, but upon Kiagdoms, Empires, and 
other Governments, and ſhall ſhut up this 


part of our Hiſtory with an Account of the 
| S 3 abo- 


i 
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abominable Warſhip: of. Priapzs and Berecyn., 
'thia, and the Ludi Florales celebrated amo! 


the Komans with fo much Solemnity and Im- 
pydence, . that, it. afforded Subje&-matter of 
RefleQion to their Satyriſts, and Ailtorians, 
who aſcrib'd the Fall of the Roman Empire 
chiefly to that Cauſe. 


Tofatus, in his goth Queſtion upon the 
20th of Exodus, ſaith concerning the Hea- 
theuiſh Worſhip of Priapss, That it was ſo- 
obſcene, that the very mention of It could 
not but offend chaſte Ears., They , profe(- 
ſed in the holding of thoſe Sacrifices that 


beaſtly Crime which the moſt vicious Men 


will hardly, confeſs npon the: Rack. The 
ſhape, ſays he, in which that God was re- 
preſented was ſuch as Nature hath taught 
ts.to hice; and the geſtures' of the P7i{; 


in ſerving him ſuch, as I wonder their Ma-_ 


» » . . "rp 4 m 
trons and Virgins, in whom' were any ſpars, 


of Mcodeſty, could behold it with patience 5 


and. for the People who came to worſhip, 
the Sacrifice being ended, they all ſtepped 
alide into. a Thicket., which was alwaies 
planted near the Altzr of this God. and 
there, like Brute Beaſts, promiſcuouſly ſa- 
tisfied their Luſt, thereby, as they concei- 


ved, beſt pleaſing their God ; which was. 

the cauſe, as it ſeems, that the. true GOD-- 
commanded that no Groves ihould be plan- 
red near the place of his. Worſhip ; . and,, - 
if ' any” were, that - they . ſhould .be - cub. 


down, 


Of © 
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Games calPd by the Romms Ludi Florals 
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-.Of the fime nature was the Worſhip 
\Berecynthia, the Mother of the Gods ; 
we find deſcrived by St. Auguſt ine, pet ry 
Des, lib. 2,” cap. 4, in'the following words, 


Ante ejus Letticam,' 1. e. Such filthy Stuff was 


by looſe prophane Varlets funy, before her 
Chariot on' the ſolemn 'day of her Lava- 
tion, as was utterly unfit, I will not fay 
for the Mother of the Gods, but of any Se- 
nater, nay, of any honeſt Man, nay, of the 

Singers themſel 1 es to hear , And perchance, 

faitn he, they would have- bluſh'd to have 

ſhoken that before their own Mothers, at 
home, which in the ſight of the Mother of 
the Gods, in the ſight and hearing of in- 
numerable multitudes of both Sexes, they 
boldly ſang; and thereupon breaks ont into 
this Exclamation : What ſhowld we call Sacri- 
lege, if this were Sacrificing, what Pollution if 


>S 2 


this Purification * And if this be Sacrilege, 


then ſurely the Worſhipping of Ged by 


 Blaſphemies and Cur{ings, as did the Zya- 


dians, is a* degree beyond Secrilege ; who 
notwithitan: ting proceeded fo far in this 


deviliſh mad Cuſtom; that, as Lattnrivs 


fays, they held it a violation of their Sa- 
crifice, if during their ſolemn Cercinonies 
but a ood Word chanced to flip frota any 


Mag, tho UNawares, 


To theſe may be added the abominable 


2 


-in honour of Fl:r4, a notorious Stramper, 
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- concerning which St. Auguſtine, in his third 


- - Hs | 


Book, De Civitate Dei, cap. 2/7, faith, Which 


| Games of theirs, the more diſhoneſt ly, the more 


devoutly they were celebrated, ln theſe the 
common Proſtitutes, who got their mainte- 
nance by that Trade, ran up and down the 
Streets by Day, and in the Night, with bur- 
ning Torches, having their whole Bodies 
ſtark naked, and expreſling the moſt beaſtly 
Motions and Geſtures, and uttering the moſt 
filthy Speeches and Songs that covld poſhbly 
be imagin'd. To theſe 0vjd alludes Faſto- 
ram 5, when he ſays, 


Turba quidern eur hos celcbres Meretricia ludos, 
Non cx difficili cognita cauſa fuit. 


Yet to thoſe ſhameful Paſtimes were their 
Youth admitted, thereby adding as it were 
Fire to the Tinder; nay, the ſageſt Senators, 
graveſt Matrons, and ſevereſt Magiſtrates 
were well content to grace them with their 
preſence, as if it had been ſome commen- 


| dable Exerciſe, Theſe' Florel Plays were 


acted but -once a Year, but their Inter- 
Indes upon the open Stage were, ated al- 
moſt every Day, and fo abominable, that 
the devour Fathers of the Primitive Church 
could hardly write of them with Patience. 
Salvianus, de Gubernatione Dei, 1b. 6, writes 
ſmartly concerning them, thus: Talia ſunt 
que illic fiunt, &C. i.e, © The things acted 
© there are of ſuch a nature, that a Man 


© can ſcarcely ſpeak of. them, or remember 


* them 
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tthew, without ſome touch of Pollution. 
FOther Offences challenge to themſelves 
*tut'a part of us, as 'impure Thoughts, 

{the Mind ; unchaſte Sights, the Eye ; Wic- 

tked Speeches, the Ear ; ſo that when one 
"of theſe is tainted, yet the reſt may be 

'clear from Pollution, but in the Theatre 

none of them is free from the guilt of 

' Infeftion, inaſmuch gs the Mind is there 

*defiled with corrupt Thoughts, the Af- 

'fctions with naughty Deſires, the Eyes 

"by ſeeing, the Ears by hearing; all which 

'are ſo lewd, that no Man, without bluſh- ; 
'ing, can ſo much as name them, much | 
*leſs fully deſcribe them. For what mo- 

'deſt Man is there, who can recount thoſe 

* Repreſentations of beaſtly AQtions, thoſe 

"filthy Speeches, and Motions, and Ge- 

*{tures, which how ſinful they are we 

*may from hence conjeQure, that they 

*cannot well be related ? which being ſo, - 

*behold what manner of things all, or ar _ 

' leaſtwiſe the greateſt part, of the Roman: 

*practisd. And would to God that all ' 

that is here ſaid were not too too applica- 

tle to our Engliſh Playhouſes. 


That the Roman Luxury was incredible, 
appears by their own Writers, both Poets 
and Hiſtorians ; and to that purpoſe Juve- 
w!, in his 6th Satyr, has theſe remarkable 
Expreſſions ; nn ER 


Nuwsc 


Fa pat immu "Lon pacis ds ſevior arniis 
Luxuria incumbit, vittumq, ulſciſcitur orbem 

- + Wullum crimen abeſjt, farmuſq; libidinis ex quo 
FOrpio Romana pert. 


Pao ue & Luxuria nata «:of & Carthagq 
ſublata, aith Pliny ;..1. C. Luxury was born 
and Carthage demoliſh, 'd at the jame, time ; 
meaning, that when the Romans had n0 
Enemies to keep 'em -in the exerciſe of. 
their Arms, they became luxurious. - And 
Canſabon, in his Preface to Polybins, fays, 

*.It is evident that thoſe Times are by 
© Tacitzs deſtribed in his Annals, than 
© which there were never any Times mere 
* fruitful \in moſt ſhameful 'and abomina- 
© ble. Vices, or more oppoſite to Virtue, 
And by that means, as Juvenal expreſles it 
well, their Luxury became more deſtrudive 
to them than their Ar ms, and by making 

Conqueſt of them, reven; o'd their Conquelt 
of the World. And thus fell the great Ke- 

5 he } man Empire. 


We have alrcady taken notice of the 
Laſciviouſneſs of the Romans, and their In- 
continence as” to the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
we come now- to take a ſhort view of their 
Luxury. in other reſpects, which being 
equally a breach of the Seventh Command- 
ment, were either naturally introductive of 


their Bodily Uncleanneſs, or the re 
ble 
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| Gnencee of it, and contributed to. 
mts -_ their Empire. ONES | 
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To begin with their Exceſs in Drinking, 
lnmianus Marceliinns, lib. 22,." Aays, Thag,. 
Feir Cups were heavier than their Swords; 
wud thoſe Cups were made 'of the Leaves 

{the Egyptian Bean,. which Pliny, bib. 21, 

k 15, ſays, were as broad as a Theſſalian l 
They had a Maſter of Miſrule in 
ir . Carrouſes, who was. call'd Modipera-' 
Ky Or Ma viſter, whoſe Office was to: pre-- 
"Ky and. ſee them. executed; and. 


$, Hoes Chance or Lot.they calt for. 
y Nu nking was call'd Yenzs.. Thoſe Rules of 
n Miriaking they borrow'd for. the moſt part. 


rom . the G&ecians, the moſt drunken Na- 
lor | that ever was; and of theſe Rules one 
s to drink down the Evening-Star, and., 
, the Morning-Star : Saith Planta, Ad 
waam Stcllam matutinam potantes.. Anether 
> commonly practis'd.among 'em was, to 
kink as many Healths as there were Let- 
15in their Miſtreſſes Names ; as appears 


Y Aarti Epigram : 


Nevie ſex Cyathis, ſeptem Ju fline bibatur, 
Quingque. Lycas, Lyde quatuor, Ida tribus. 


Theſe: drunken Matches were in a manner ' 

dayy Trade of their Poets, 2s appears 
any that ous Horace and. Marital. 

Te Damen, 1b Bly Que 37, 1ays, | 


- | «0 . Nunc 


Nunc eſt bibendum, nunc pede ljber 
Pulſanda tellus. | 


.And the latter , Book 11, Epigy. 7, fazy i | 
Poſſum ego nil ſobrins, bibents 


Succurrunt mibi quindecim Pocte. 


. Nay, Seneca aſſures us, MNar. qu. 4. 1 
that their Women exceeded the Men in 
theſe Debauches.; Non minus pervigivant, non 
minus potant : i. Ee. They fit up as late, thy 
drink no. leſs, nay, they challenge Men to thi 
anointing of their Bodies, and the ſwilling down 
of Wine, diſgorging what they cat and drink a; 
well as they ;, neither do they forbear to chew «+ 
on Snow, as Men do, for refreſhing their buling 
Stomachs. 23 


Thoſe Debauches are yet more graphical- 
ly deſcrib'd by Pliny, lib. 14, c. 12, where 
| he ſays, © To the end that we may take the 
| | © more Cups, and pour it down the Throat 

xo * the more luftily, we Jet it run through a 

- aa © Strainer, to abate the force thereof; 

/ * Some rake Hemlock before they ſit down, 
| © becauſe they muſt drink perforce then, or 
* elſe die; and others the Powder of the 
* Pumice-ſtone, and ſuch-like Stuff, which I 
* am aſham'd- to rehearſe, and-teach thoſe 
* thit be ignorant of ſuch Lewdneſs ; and 
© yet we ſee thoſe that be the- ſtouteſt Drin- 


* kers lye ſweating ſo long in the Baths and 
"T dev: 
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&Brothel-houſcs to- digeſt their Surfeit of 
"Wine, that ever" now and then they are 
Carried forth dead for their abour. You 
ſhall have ſome again; when they are in 
Hot-houſe, that won't ſtay ſo Tong as 
they may go to their Beds, nay, nor as 
(they may put on their Shirts, but imme- 
"didtely, naked as en, ahd panting 


and /puffing for . Breath, catth up great 
tTankards of Wine, to ſhew what 'valiant 
© Champions of Bacchas they are, and pour 
them down one after another, till they 
vyomit twice or thrice what - they have 
#rank, Then deſcribing their Pots out of 
- van they 'us'd to quaſf ; © They were en- 
Geraven, ſays he, with fair portraitures of 
©Adulteries, as if Drunkenneſs it ſelf were 
Gnot ſufficient to kindle the heat of Luſt, 
and to teach them Wantonneſs, Then, 
Econtinues he, when they come to be fud- 
©gted "they caſt their wanton Eyes upon 
© Mens Wives ; then fall they to court fait 
Dames and Ladies, and openly bewray 
©their Folly even before their jealous and 
© ſtern Husbands : And thus many a Man, 
by his laviſh Tongue in his Wine, hath 
Fcome by his Death, and had - his T hroat 
cut. But if they eſcape theſe Dangers, 
they never live to be old Men, but dye in 
ehe ſtrength of their Youth ; Hence co- 
meth it that ſome of them look 
*.with flaggy Cheeks, others have bleared 
* and ſore Eyes; and there be of *em that 
ſhake ſo with their Hagds, that they can- 
not 


Ai -;:5-p Clay tawards. 

| 4 po ld Gull Gap, ur pour:-it, on: th [ 
They are. generally diſturb with}! 
of Feartul Dreams, which, is the. very begin. L 
ng .of their Hell,.in” this Life ; Or. eſe | 
*c h_ reſtleſs Nights 5-and finally, if they ſſ* 
"s chance to ſleep, for a "due reward of, their 
k; DrunkenneG, they axe: deluded with the L 

* imaginary Conceits of the Delights, of 7+. 
4 nus, defiled ,with, filthy abominable Polly-M 
.* tions ;, and thus leeping or waking they! 
© ſin with pleaſure, 


Then he proceeds t to particular Inſtances, 
and names Njveliius Torgquatus a, Milanos, who 
won , the Vifory from all the Yealjais in 
Drinking, adding,- That he had gone thre? 

all the -Degrees of Dignity- at Rome, had 
been Pretp or and Proconſul, and in: all-thefe 
"Offices of State he won no "great Name, but 
for drinking in the preſence of Tiberjic: three 
Gallons.of Wine at one. drayght, for ; which 
he was. * Jubb'd Knight, by the Surname of 
T ricongius,, or the Three Gallen Knight. This 
Torquatus had the Art of , Drinking, | never 
 was.known. to falter in his. Tongue, never 
eaſed himſelf: by. vomiting ,. always. drank 
- without drawing his- Breath, and Ever. left 
SSOP! behind jn the __ 
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His next t Inſtance. i Is in Mak Anany, who 
ſtrove to. win-the Victory in-Drinkingg..and 
- made a Profeſſion theveof ;. as appear d by # 
Book which he publiſh'd; undev the-title..of 


his own Drunkenae(s,: whergby i he, was; £0! 
h aſham'd 


s of 
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af == to juſtifie his Exceſſes that way, and 
than under pretence of his 
NL bt all the Outrages he ,commit- 
þ Ws all thoſe Miſeries and Calamities 
he brought upon the World, This 
; ſays Pliny he vomited out a little 
_ his Defear at Actium. 
: "That ſame Avthor gives us two other 


orable Inſtances of Antony's Drunken- 
teſs, the firſt as follows. 


| ' Cleopatra, his Paramour, perceiving his 


bo jovi of her, inſomuch that he wquld 
in ther eat nor 'drink without his Taſter, 
ro”  deſign'd to make Sport of his necdleſs 
7 | ear ; and therefore cauling a Chappelet or 
efe arland of Flowers to be made far Antony, 


e dipp'd all the edges of the Flowers in 
ee  frong Poyſon ;, and having thus proper s it, 
< Wt it upon Antony s$ Head ; and having ſate 
of I it Meat a good while, and drank themſelyes 
nis MW verry, ſhe challen; 2d Antony for each of 
er MW them to drink their Chappelets ; and. ha- 
ee MW ving firſt drank off her own, Antony minc'd 
";  fis., and putting it into his Cup, pre- 
ft yard to drink it off ; but uſt as he was ſet- 
ting it to his Head, the put her Hand be- 
; WW tween and ſaid him, and then utter'd theſe 
1s IM Expreſſions : My dear and beſt-beloved Antoy 
id OY, now ſee what ſhe # whom thou doſt ſo much 
+ BW dead and ſtand in fear of, that for thy ſecu- 
of Wl iy thor 1: uſt have extraordinary Taſters, a Cu- 
** rzoft ity more nice thay needful : Lo, how I am not 
d af. 
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An Eſlay towarys 

t0- ſeek of Means and Opportunities to Compaſs 
thy Death, if I could find in my Heart to live 
without thee. And then ſhe ſent for a Prifo. 
ner out of the Jayl, whom ſhe causd to 
drink off the Cup that Antony had prepar'd 
for himſelf, and the poor Wretch died by 
that time he had well taken the Cup from 
his Lips: 


The next Inſtance is this : Cleopatra being 
poſſeſs'd of two Pearls, the richeſt and fair. 
ſt that were ever known in the World, 
being left to her by deſcent, and accounted 
Nature's Wonder, the began to undervalye 
the Expence that Artory had been at.in 
treating her from day to day, to the ut- 
moſt of his might ; and when he demanded 
of her how it was poſlible to go beyond the 
magnificence and coſt of his Treat, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, That ſhe would ſpend upon bim One hun- 
dred thonſand Seftertii at one Supper. Antony 
thought that impoſſible, and therefore wa- 
erd with her, that ſhe could not do it. 
ext night ſhe made him a Supper, royal 
enough, but much ſhort of thoſe that he 
had before prepar'd for her ; whereupon he 
began to laugh her. to Scorn, and demanded 
a Bill of the Particulars, to which ſhe an- 
{wer'd, That what bad beeri brought in alrea- 
dy was meer Overplus, and that ſhe would yet in 
that Supper eat Six hundred thouſand Seſtertis 
for her ow# part : Upon which ſhe took one 
of thoſe Pearls from her Ears, and difſol- 
ving it in Vinegar, drank it of : And as ſhe 
was 
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'wis about to do the like with the other. 


L. Placentius, the Judge of that Wager, laid 


faſt hold upon it, and pronounced, That 


Antony had loſt ; upon which he fell into a 


mighty Paſſion. There was an end of one 


Pearl ; and the fellow thereof being taken 
from this Queen when ſhe was a Priſoner, 
it was divided in two, In memory of that 
half Supper of theirs, and hung in the Ears 
of Venus at Rome, inthe Temple of Pantheon. 
And yet, ſaith Pliny, as prodigal as they 
were, they ſhall not go away with the Prize ; 
for long before their time Clodize,. the Son 
of e£/op the Tragedian praCtis'd the like .in 
Pearls of great price ;- ſo that-Antony hath, 
to-match him in all his Magnificence, one lit- 
tle better than a Stageplayer. 


Leſt Drankenneſs ſhould be thought to be 
only the Vice of ſome particular perſons 
among the - Romans, Lipſis in his Epiltles 
tells us, That it was a common Crime a. 
mong them, becauſe the Emperors them» 
ſelves were deeply infefted with it, and 
highly rewarded it in others. He names 
one Firmus, who was Deputy -of Egype un- 
der Aureljan, and drank off two Buckets full 
of Wine at a time. Boxoſus'the Emperor 
was wont to ſay, That he,was not born to 
live, but to drink 5 and when: he was hang'd 
for ſome Miſdemeanour, he was calF'd ar 
hanging Tan#ard, and not a Man, The Em- 
peror Maximinus is 'charg'd with drinking 
aine Gallons of Wine'in one day, And 

| S one 
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one Phagon, in Aureliar's time, is accus'd of 
drin&ing-more ; infomuch that | Lipſous ſays, 
He ſhan!d tremble to write thoſe things, 
but that he had them from good Authors. 
Nero promoted Pjſo to be Provoſt of Kome, 
for his Drunkenneſs ; and Flaccus Pomponizes 
to be: Governour of Syria for that ſame Qua- 
lity. He likewiſe prefer'd an ignoble and 
obſcure Fellow before the Chief of the 
Nobility, to be a Queſtor,or Treaforer, be- 
cauſe 'he drank off nine Gallons of Wine at 
a Feaſt which Nero himſelf had made. And 
how. far that beaſtly Vice of Drunkenneſs 
had infe&ted the common People of Rune, 
appears by the Fannian Law, ſays Macro- 
bius, Saturnal, /ib.3, c. 17, which was made 
againſt Drunkenneſs, becauſe, ſays he,matters 
were come to that paſs, that the greateſt 


part of the common People of Rome came 
ordinarily drunk into the Council-houſe, to 
conſult of the Safety of the State. 


The. more to excite then to Drunkenneſs, 
the Veſſels ont of which they drank were 
very coltly and curions in their Workman- 
ſhip, being chas'd, emboſs'd, or wrought in 
Imagery and Flowerwork, as if the Painter 
had drawn them. T heſe Celatures were ſo 
fram*d, that they might put them on or take 
them off, at pleaſure, and were thercfore 
'calld Emblemata : Such was that whereof 
Terrvenal the Satyr iſt ſpeaks, Sat. 1, Stantem 
extra pocula Caprum ; 4: Goat ſtanding ont 
fromthe Cap ; two of 'this kind ceſt ZLvcins 

Craſſus 


UE 
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Craſſus the Oratour One hundred thouſand 
Seſterces, that is about Five hundred thirty 
three Pounds Sterlin. Sometimes they were 
made of Onix-ſtones, dug from the Moun- 
tains of Arabia, ſometimes of Mother of 
Pearl, and other curious Shells; and all 
thoſe kinds they richly enamerd with Pearls 

and precious Stones. We drink, ſaith Pliny, 
lib. 33. 11, in rows of Pearl, and garnifh 
our Pots with Emeralds ; it delights us to 
hold the /:dies in our Hands, as a provoca. 
tion to Drunkenneſs. And becauſe of the 
richneſs. of their Caps, they ſet. ſome art 
their Feaſts to watch their Drinking-veſlel, 
They thought not themſelves dainty e- 
nough, faith Pacatzs, unleſs Luxnry had 
chang'd the Seaſon of the Year, unleſs 

Winter-roſes fFwam* upon the top of their 
Pots, and unleſs their. pleaſant Wines dif- 
ſolv'd the Surnmer-ice in a large Gemm. 
They had alſo Cups of Murrin and Cryſtal 
of wonderful great prizes, and one of thoſe 
bought for Three hundred. thouſand Seſter- 
ces, or, above Five and twenty hundred 
Pounds Sterlin, by Nerv, - Petronius, 'who had 
been Conſul, droke in pieces a little before 
his death, on a ſpight to Nero, that he mighg 
giſinherir his Table thereof. 


. We ſhall conclude this point of their 
Drunkenneſs with the. beaſtly Forms of 
many of their Cups ; Yiareo bibzt ille Priapo, 
faith *Jyvenal, He drinks out of a Priapus made 
ef Gla/s, And Pliny to the ſame purpoſe 

ol faith; 
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faith,” In poculis libidines celare Tuvat, & per 
obſcenitates bibere : They delight to engrave 
their Luſtful Dalliances upon their Cups, and to 
drink in Obſcenity. 


The next thing that falls under our Con- 
ſideration is their Gluttony, which being 
alfo a Sin of the Fleſh, and an Incentive of 
Luſt and Uncleanneſs, does properly botong 
to our Subject. 


Their Luxury in this reſpe& appear'd 
in their Tables, Platters, Number and Or- 
der of their Servants, as well as in their 
Courts. They had Tables of Silver and 
Gold; as appears by that of Martial, Epig. 31: 
Suftentatque tucs' Aurea menſa dapes ;, 1. E." 
Thy Diſhes are ſet upon Tables of Gold : But 
the Tables which they valued moſt were of 
Citron, which they 'bronght from Africa. 
Tully had one which coſt him Ten thor- 
ſand Sefterces, tho* he was both ſevere in 
his Morals; and poor, compar'd with others, 
Afenins Pollio Fad one which was ſold for 
Eleven thouſand Seſterces; and the more 
knotty tkoſe Tables were, the more they 
were valued. And thoſe Tables ſtood allo 
upon Ivory Frames and Feet, Dzon reports 
of Senecs, That notwithſtanding his ſevere 
atnd Stoical Profeſſion, he was ſtor'd with 
Four hundred ſuch Tables ; and Annirs had 
three hundred of them, and as many Servants 


to attend them: 
& Then 


- 


-peror Clandinss Slaves, and his Treaſurer 
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Then as to their Platters or Chargers, 
Pliny fays, That Drufillanus, one of the Em- 


in High Spain, had a Silver Charger of Five 
hundred pound weight ; and: /7elfins had 
one which coſt him a Million of Seſterces, 
or about Eight thouſand Three hundred and 
Thirty threg pounds Sterlin ; fo that. Aqu- 
cianus upbraided the Memorial of him, cal- 
ling his Exceſs that way Palinarnm Paludes, 
Platters as broad as Ponds. 


Then as to their Waiters at Table, they 
ſometimes made uſe of naked Wenches : 
And thus Tiberizs the Emperor ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to Sextus Clardins, that he would 
come and ſup with him, on condition that 
he would change nothing of his wonted 
faſhion, which was, that he ſhould have 
naked Wenches waiting on him at Supper. 
Seneca, in his g5th Epiltle, faith, they had 
whole Troops of unfortunate Ganimedes, 
and Troops of exfolete or ſtale Catamites 
grown to Man's eſtate, waiting on them at 
Table, and thoſe they rank'd into ſeveral 
Bands, according to their Nations and 
Complexions. He further tells vs of the 
infinite number of their Cooks, Bakers, C&c. 
and then cries out, Dis bsni quantum hominum 
unins Venter exercet | Good God, what a num-- 
ber of Men doth one Belly ſet at work! They 
had alſo Schools, and Maſters to teach the 


Art of Carving to their Scholars , by 
S I Diſhes 


An Efſay towards þFf 
Diſhes faſhion'd in Wood after what man- 
ner-and with what geſture of the Body they 
ſhould cut them up. 


Seneca, in his 97th Epiſtle, ſays, * Do you 
© wonder that our Diſeaſes are innumerable? 
* Number our Cooks if you can. The 
© Schools of Philoſophers are empty, but 
© how are our Kitchins trequeyted * h 


. Pliny, lib. 9. 17, ſays, That ſcarce any 
Man was in greater requeſt than thoſe 
Cooks that could moſt artificially waſte 
their Maſter's Subſtance. The infinite waſte 
they made this way, the ouly Story of A4p;- 
cins, an infamous' Belly-God, may ſuffice to 
ſhew, who having laid up Ninety Millions 
of Seſterces for his Kitchin, beſides many 
great Gifts of Princes, and a mighty Reve- 
nue of the Capitol, being deep in Debt, he 
began at laſt, tho* ſore againſt his Will, to 
took into his Reckonings, and found that, 
all being caſt up, he had till remaining 
clear Ten Millions of Seſterces, or Eighty- 
three thouſand Three hundred and: thirty 
_—_ Sterlin; and yet, for fear that he 

ould live in an Hunger-ſtarv'd faſhion, he 
poiſon'd himſelf : Upon which Seneca ex- 
claims, . © How great was that Luxvry to 
* which ten Millions of Sefſterces ſeem'd 
© Poverty ? p | | 


MO 
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And that this Gluttony was common 
among the Romans, appears from Juvenal 
and Seneca; the former, Sar. 1, ſays, Una 
'comedunt patrimonia menſa ; They devonr whole 
Eſtates at one-ſitting : And the latter, Ep. 95, 
ſays, © What'is more lewd thana ſumptuous 
© Supper, that waſtes a Knight's Revenues, 
© of which the moſt frugal, if it be but any 
© way ſolemn, coſts Three hundred thouſand 
© Seſterces, or Two thouſand Five hundred 
$ and Fifty five pounds Sterling ? Nor did 
they only exceed as. to the Quantity and 
Quality, but as to the Frequency of their 
Banquets. Tiberins ſpent a Night and two 
days in continual eating and drinking. It 
'was uſual with Nero to cat from Noon till 
Midnight.; and Yzeliixs feaſted uſually three 
or four times a Day, every fitting being va- 
led at Four hundred thouſand Seſterces, | 
or Thirty-three thouſand Three hundred and 
thirty-three pounds Sterling ; which was 
One million Thirty-three thouſand Three 
hundred and thirty-two pounds Sterling per 
Day ; being eaily able to' go throagh ther 
all by a continual Cuſtom of Vomiting, 
which was common among them : Says See 
neca, De Conſolatione ad Albinam, c. 9. © They 
* vomit that they may eat, and eat again 
© that they may vomit ; and thoſe Delicares 
* which they hunt for through the World, 
* they vouchſafe not ſo much as to digeſt : 
Nay, the very Women praQtiſe it as well as 
Men ; they eat againſt their Stomachs that 

| ef ho which 
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which they ſoon return by their Months, 
- The number of their Courſes were uſually 
ſeven; and at one Feaſt that Monſter He- 
© togabalus had two and twenty Courſes of 
the choiceſt Fare ſery'd in. Nay, Suctonius 
tells us, That ata caſual Supper made to the 
Emperor /jtelizs, by his Brother, there 
. were T'wo thouſand of the choiceſt Fiſh, 

and Seven thouſand Fowl, ſerv*d in. 


Seneca, in the. above-cited place, fays, 
They fetch that from the furtheſt part of 
the Ocean which their Stomachs, weaken'd 
with Delicacies, will hardly admit. And 
then a little after he adds; © O wretched 
* Men, ſays he, whoſe Pallates are not ftir- 
* red but with precious Meats, eſpeciz!ly 
* when that which makes them be account- 
* ed- precious js not their ſingular Reliſh 
' © or excellent' Savour, but only their Sear- 


* city, and the Difficulty of procuring 
* them, 


Latinus Pacatus, in his Panegyrick ſays 
much 'the ſame, +;z. That this our World 
was too narrow. for their Throats ; for, not 
valuing their Cates by their Taſt, but by 
their Coſt, they were only content with 
that -Proviſion which they had from the 
utterimoſt parts of the Eaſt, or Colchur, 
ſeated beyond the Roman Empire. 


* Many think it (faith Plutarch, 'in his 
Book concerning the Precepts of Health) 
* an 
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62n-abſurd thing nat to feed liberally on 

ngs which are rare, and can hardly 

be got, ſuch as the Paps of a Sow when il 
ſhe 15 newly farrow'd, /talian Muſhromes, 
FSamian Cakes, or Snow out of Egype. 


among theſe Exceſſes, Yitelius's Platter 
deſerves our notice, which, for the bigneſs 
of it, he calPd A4jnervs's Buckler ; and this 
he cramm'd with the Livers of Guiltheads, 
the Brains of Pheſants and Peacocks, the 
fongues of Phenicopters, and the Melts of 
Tampreys, brought from the Spaniſh and 
Carpathian Seas. And the like, that of «/op 
the Tragedian, which he furniſh'd out with 
the rareſt Singing-birds, or ſuch as imita- 
ted Man's Voice, which coſt him Six thou- - 
fand Seſterces, or Fifty pounds Sterling, . 
a piece ; and the whole Diſh Six hundred 
thouſand Seſterces, or Five thouſand pounds 
Sterling ; as 1s mention'd by Yalerizs and 
Seneca. The latter ſays, concerning Cali- 
ula, That Nature ſeem'd to have brought 
im forth to ſhew what EffeQs the greate{t 
Vices joyn'd with the greateſt Fortune cou'd 
Produce : And Sweronius ſays of him, That 
1n thriftleſs Expences he exceeded the Wits 
"of all the Prodigals that ever were, invent- 
'ing moſt -monſtrous kinds of Meats and 
Suppers ; the moſt Orient Pearls that were 
to be gorten, he -diſſolv'd in Vinegar, and 
'Tſwallow'd down, and ſet hefore his Gueſts 
Bread of Vittuals and Gold. And Lampri- 
" dins Tays of Hyliogabalus, That at one Sup- 


per 
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per he cavs'd to be ſerv'd in, the Heads 8% 
Six hundred Oftriches, only for the catinf® 
of their Bratgs. | 01 


The ſame Authors give fſurprizing Ac 
counts of the wonderful niceneſs of the x7 
mans, in the ſtrangeneſs, weight, and new 
neſs of their Fiſhes ; as alſo of the vaſtne(#” 
_ of their Fiſhponds, and numbers of Fiſheſ®© 
in them, They were ſo-nice in thei 
Fiſhes, that they would not eat them exWi 
cept they ſaw them killd ; and for th: 
end they were brought into their Dining 
Tooms ſwimming in Glaſs-bottles, that th 
Gueſts might, feed their Eyes with th 
change of Colours that appear'd in thi 
dying Fiſhes. Severus the Emperor had thi 
Fiſhes brought to his Table by Men wear 
ing Garlands and Chappelets, as if they hac 
been to ſacrifice to the Gods: Liciniu 
Craſſus, counted a grave ſtaid Citizen, mour 
ned in black for a Lamprey that died ir 
one of his Fiſh-ponds, and was thereupon 
afterwards call'd Licinius Murena, as is rela 
ted by Cicepo. Oftavins, Admiral of the Ri 
man Navy, finding that the Fiſh call'd Sca-ſ 
725 was not to be had in the Jtalian Seas, 
brought vaſt quantities of *em from othe 
parts, ſow'd them in thoſe Seas, as Men 
do Corn upon Lands, and for five Years 
together-imploy?d his utmoſt Endeavours, 
if any of *em happen'd to be taken by the 
Fiſhermen, that they ſhould be thrown back 


agan into the Sea. Domitian the _—_— 
v dos : e 
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ds « | 41 ed {0 _ in his Lampreys, that 
atin gave cach of 'em a Name, and they 
ould come to him one by one upon his 
WW; Antonia, the Wife of Druſus, hung 
eels in the Gilds of a Lamprey which ſhe 
- zM&rd ; and oy the Orator wept for 


newiedeath of one of his Lampreys. 
nel” oe Io 
ihe Their Luxury as to their Fowl was no 


hes remarkable-.; thoſe 'they chiefly de- 
exfghted in_ were: Pheenicopters, Peacocks 
thaMiruſhes,. and Pigeons, which tho? they had 
ing great abundance, yet their Riot and 
Wury made: very dear, ſo that in Colu- 
z's time fair Pigeons were fold at Four 
Whouſand: Seſterces a pair ; and they had 
thbole bands of Hunters, marching under 
arMWercral Colours, in the Provinces, the end 
had whoſe Wars was, to make proviſion for 
niuWieir Feaſts, ſaith Latinus Pacatus, And 
urMiey were fo curions as to their Bakers, 
| they weuld give Five hundred pounds 
zonfiferling for a good one. Then they had * 
1;M thouſand kinds of ſawces for ſtirring up 
kite Appetite. They made uſe of Bathings 
ca-Mad Anointings before their Feaſts, Per- 
2s Mimes and ſweet Odours of divers kinds at 
ierfflleir Feaſts ; they ſtrew'd their Rooms with 
enalfron, chang'd their Apparel , nay, and 
arsMile very Roofs of their Rooms where they 
rs, Mite, at the bringing in of every new Diſh; 
held, laſt of all, nsd ſuch damnable luſt- 
> Wil practices after their Feaſts, as are not fit 
or F®© be nand amonglt Chriſtians ; as may ap= 
le w | - pear 
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' faſting, would eat Five hundred dry'd Fig 


Three hundred and ſixty Columns of Mar 
ble; the nethermoſt part of the Stage waY - 
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pear to any that will conſult the Autho 
above-mention'd, | 


The Quantities which ſome of them d 
vour'd at Meals is alſo worth our Notice 
XMaximinns the Emperor, faith Codrus, dif 
vour'd many times in one day fixty pound 
of Fleſh. Clodinus Albinus, in a Mornin 


One hundred Peaches of Campania, ten Me 
lons of Oftia, twenty . pound weight « 
Grapes of Lavica, One hundred Gnatknap 
pers, and forty Oyſters. Phago, in whor 
Aurehan the Emperor took ſo much delight 
would, fays Yoprſcus, at one Meal eat 'up 
whole Boar, One hundred Loaves, a We: 
ther, and a young Pigeon. And Athe 
us'd to ſet before every Gueſt a Boar in 
ſeveral Diſh. 


Their prodigious ſuperfluity in their tem 
porary Buildings, and ſuch -as were onli 
deſign'd for pleaſure, was no leſs abomi 
nable, fetching Marble from the remotef 
parts of the Earth, hewing down the top 
of Mountains, and tranſporting them b 
Sea, at the expence of many Mens Lives. 


- 
- + + 
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Of this nature was the Theatre of Scas 
rus, Which was capable of receiving Eight 
thouſand perſons to ſit at their caſe ; the 
Stage of it had three Stories, wherein were 


0 
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"Marble, the middle of Glaſs, and the 
permoſt of gilded Boards ; the Columns 
m defffegeath were thirty-eight foot high, and 
oucetween them there ſtood three thouſand 
| Clues and Images of Braſs. The Hangings 
uthis Theatre were of Ctoth of Gold ; 
d they had painted Tables, the moſt ex- 
white that could be found : And yet, fovs 

MWhry,this Theatre was not to continue above 
t offfonth. 


tho 


"Of the ſame nature was Caligula's Bridge, 
ention'd by Suetenins, built from Pateol; 
Bauly, over a Bay of the Sea, for no 
it uſe but Oſtentation, and that he 
jight imitate Xerxes; and upon this he 
marched with the Senate and Souldiery, 
n a triumphant manner , feaſted and 
jaſſed the Night in Dalliance and Ga- 
l [2 | 

"Then, as to their permanent Amphi- 
theatres, Ammianus gives us this Account 
of that built by Tits, viz. the heighth 
thereof was ſuch, that the Eye of Man 
conld hardly reach it. It was rear'd, 
fith Caſſiodorus, with Rivers of Treaſure 
poured out : It contain'd upon the very 
Steps of it eaſie Seats for Eighty-ſeven 
" Wihouſand Men ; and, in other places, 
Wrioom for Twenty thouſand more. 


6 And 
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' was ſometimes all of Silver, as that of }u- 


* Match of Chariot-driving therein. 


lowing. 
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And as the maſs .of Treaſure was ink.=5, 
nite which they caſt away in the raiſing 
of theſe Buildings, only to make People 
ſport, it was incredible what they ſpent 
in furniſhing them, and ſetting forth their 
Games therein. *© They ſpent in exhibiting 
« Sword-fights, faith Zattantins, Treaſure 
© enough to maintain great Cities, And 
© the Magiſtrate, upon Theatrical Games, 
« ſays Ambroſe, in his 81ſt Sermon, laviſhes 
© out his whole Patrimony to purchaſe one 
© hours Applauſe. 


The whole Furniture of thoſe Theatres 


lius Ceſar and Cains Antonius, and ſometimes 
of Gold. And thus Nero, for the Often- 
tation of his Greatneſs to Teredates King 
of Armenia, cover'd over not the Stape 
only, but the whole Theatre, with Gold. 
The Curtains which kept them from the 
heat of the Snn was all of Purple, embroi- 
der'd with Stars of Gold, and the place 
below; call'd Arena, becauſe ſtrow'd with 
Sand, Nero cauſed to be ſtrow'd over with 
Duſt of Gold, .he himſelf being to try a 
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Their incredible Expence and Luxury in 
abuſing the Creature at thoſe Shows, meerly 
out of a Principle of Pride and Oſtenracion, 
will yet further appear by the Inſtances foi- 


They 


| y '& General Hiſtowy of Whozing. 


ey were at a vaſt Expence in- the 
| pl ide of Fencers, whom they hir'd for 
eat prices, becauſe they were to expoſe 
eir Lives, beſides the Charge of their 
« s and Diet before they enter'd : And 
hen they exhibited Beaſts, the Relations 
wde by Hiſtorians concerning their number 


J e incredible. 
| 'Thus Vopiſcus tells vs, That the Emperor 


$4: commanded to be let looſe at once 
if zouſand Oſtriches, a thonſand Staggs, a 
houſand wild Boars, and a thouſand fallow 
ſeer, beſides wild Goats, wild Sheep, and 
' Beaſts, all which he gave over to the 
Kercy, or Tather to the R age, of the Peo- 
tle, every one to catch what he could, the 
Circus at the ſame time being ſer all 'over 
with tall and mighty Trees, which the 
Suldiers took up by the Roots in the 
Wood., brought them thither, and faſten'd 
them with "green Turf, and Bars, and 
Irons. The next day he ler into the ſame 
Fed an hundred creſted Lions, an hun- 
dred Leopards of Lybia, an hundred of 
4, an hundred Licueln and fhree hun- 
dred Bears ; which filled the Air with 
—__ as if it had been with Thun- 
r, 


Nay, the Madneſs of F/cliogabalus was yet 
greater, who exhibited Ships in the Circus 
kiling and hghting in Wine. 


And 


2%7 
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And, during thoſe Shows, it was uſual 
to refreſh the Spe&ators with pleaſant Per- 
fumes, ſweet Water, Oyntments, Saffron 
mixed with Wine, or ſomewhat of that 
kind; which they convey'd in cloſe Pipes 
throvgh the whole Amphitheatre. And the 


Fight being ended, they . commonly caſt a 
Largeſs among the People, wrapping up 


the Names of thoſe things in little pellets, 


which they intended to give, and every 
one, as he could catch them, brought them 
to the Maſter of the Games , who deli- 
ver'd them the things themſelves ſpecihed 
in the Pellet ; and thoſe Gifts conſiſted nor 
only in Meat, Drink, and Appage), but in 
Veſſels of Silver and Gold, Horſes, Cat- 
tel, Slaves, and the like. And Nero added 
curious Pictures, prectous Stones, yea, Ships, 
Horſes, Farms, Iſlands ; A thing hardly 
to be credited, ſays Lypſius, though deli- 
verd by Szetonins, a molt faithful Hiſto- 
tian. 


Their Luxury did likewiſe extend it ſelf 
to their Baths, which ſome of them had fo 
accuſtom'd themſelves unto, that they could 


neither eat nor drink without bathing firſt, - 


or bcing ſweated in a Stove. Pliny fays, 
That the number of them at Rome, in his 
time, was infinite ; that Agrippa, during his 
Xdileſhip, built for publick uſe One hun- 
dred and feventy ; And ſome of them, fays 
Ammianus, were io large, that they 0dr 

ULL 
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* ., a General Hiſlozy of {Whozing: 
built in the _ of Provinces. Diocle- 
's; Baths alone, were" fo. Fxmacion that 
the) DOIN On of , ating, Sixe. 
teen hundred ſeveral Seats;, and thoſe all of 
paliſd-Marbk..,; 1 GG ate 
D754 5944009 21} Fi blog | | 
"ants ig his 86th "Epiſtle, hath moſt 
antly.expreſ$'d, - and; bitterly .cenſur'd 
the Ornament ,and ,Beauty, of thoſe bathing 
places, thoſe ;of - the .Common People ha- 
ying their: Walls ſhining with great and. 
precious Circles, and ,the Shawngs of N#- 
nidian Marble; inlaid with that of Alexan- 
&s, their, Borders painted or inlaid with 
diverſe Colqurs,. their. Arched Roofs \COVEr= 
ed | over; with Glaſs, and, the whole adorn'd 
with Theſiay Stone, formerly- a; rare Sight; 
but in Temples; and | the Water -was - con- 
yey.d inta/them by Silver Cocks.. But how 
much beyond , all ; this, - ſays he, are | the 
Baths, of, their .Freed-men ?-how many Sta- 
tes. and, Pillars -have you there, for no- 
other uſe, , but only for Ornameat and Ex-, 


pence? |, ; , 


.. Pliny goes farther, and tells us, That not 
only the; ſides of the Ciſterns in which they 
bathed-/were of Silver, but _the Scats and: 
Footing.for the Bottom, ſo. as they could 
hardly. ſtand; for fliding upan.it, - Nay, Ro= 
ſms, in his. Roman Antiquities, ſays, They 
: to- anoint the-very Walls of their Baths 
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ith rich Oyntments, even ſuch as were but 
the uſe of Servants. 
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6 bf their Vihity-ind Pride 
rt 1 $5 Mibie nithbers of 'harge- 


e Staty65'rHlif the People of | Rome erefted 
co themſelves, -and thoſe for the®itioſt part 


qverlaid with, Gold. This itching Humoyr 
& theirs Ibiore thenfſelves, as they 
houpht'they would do -by this means, did 


in time ect Adioſt ds many Tihabſcanes 
© he City a5 Nitarc brought forth ; fos 
we Thiey "were ſo funefbs; that 
'd "WFety Corner , .- peſter'd" their 
Streets, ajit)"ſtreis titen'd their Ways'; ih- 
ianch, oo 4d 'E n eld Pats 'in the 
ce of Claitdii, forbidding any” private 
*N" to - ere& * Statues: to Thenſeives bhit 


ty Keive MF obthin'd from the - Senirte. 


he: baſſt"6f thoſe States were made 'of 


© Marble, the reſt of 1vory, 'afid' Silver 2nd 


Gold, 'and thofe alſo folid 'and'traffy. Di- 
mitian Would Tiffer no Statues to be erected 
for. bimſelf *iri the Capitol, bat of inafly 
Gold; and weighing no leſs than an hun- 
dred pound. And Commodus had one of 
a thouſand pound weight. 
| They were alſo at great charge'in guard- 

ing thoſe Statues, and to this'ptitþoſe'main- 
tait'd an Officer of great Hour; who had 
the Title of 'Comes Romanus ;" "his province 
was to walk "throngh the Streets'of 'the 
City in the Night: time, with his'Sovldiers, 
chiefly tb take care that no Wrong ſhould 
be offer d to the Statues ſo». prodigally 
CarC- 


cy C7. dw» 3 1 
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a General Hiſtow -of Whiting. 
anefub-wete'/the Romans of their own Sha- 
dows, and at the fame time prodigally care- 


: ND of the Lives of others. 


We cothe next to take notice of their 
vrodigaticy and ſampruouſneſs in their pri- 
Buildifgs:” "The dlegant Poet Cla:dian 


| Taking of them in general, fays; 


Ou mln ' Hire compleititur airins e Ether, Ke: 


Blondus, in = Book de Romis Triunphante, 
fays, That Cicoro alonie had dightden. reat 
Houſes in the Country fit- to be Palvets 

for Kings : T heir Houſes were' ſo exceſlive 
large that's Meant wonld wonder what 


_ uſe they "conk! be of ; and therefore 7#- 


ferfies upbraids 'one of them,” -who thou#ht 
he was ſtranen'd tt his Dwellitis, thus , whoſe 
Honſe is no larger than -were' all Cincinta- 
ths's Growdt. Some of 'Neto's' Slaves had 
Kitchins which took tip above two: Acres 
of Ground; arid the Lands -of thoſe who 
laid the Foutdation of the: Empire were 


of. 4efs extent than the Cellars -of ſome 


that came after. ' Salaſt Tays, Their Hou- 


" ſes and Farms were built in the manner 
- of Cities, Nay, Seneca, de ' Benef. 7. 10, 


fays, that private: Mes Houſes Echoedal 
the largeneſs. of great. Cities: Arid Ynve- 
ral, Sar. 14, ſays, ſome of them exceed- 
ed their chiefeſt Temples, and the Capi- 
tol it fz1f, in heighth; and upon the tops 


u 2 of 


291 


of: thoſe - high Houſes they planted|"Gar "Gar 
dens, Orchards, ang} Groves: - "Ax rod 


Their Riches and Ornament were "og 
ble /to \their Greatneſs, - for - they - brought 
the- moſt skilful- Archite&ts from” all the 
known , parts of - the World, whoſe Wit 
and Boldneſs 'was ſuch, that they--attem- 


. . pted to effe&t what Nature ſeem'd to deny. 


Lienllus caugd; Mountains to oe ..cut, to 
let the Sea into a_Pleaſure- uſe of his 
near. Naples,” for the conveniency. of keep- 
ing, .bis Fiſh, and. for, that. ſang © :-5 In 
Þulls, Rooms in the Sea... 


”s 


mongſt other Ornaments for-their Hou- 

ſes, they delighted- chiefly in Pillars.:9r Co- 
lumnsof great -heighth, and ſometimes two 
bundred\in -number-in one. Gallery; or En- 
mr They F pulled the. very Beams, Roots, 
and Walls their* Chambers with PiRures 
and- precions. Stones intermingled ; and 
they ſo fram'd -the movable Roofs of their 
Dining; -rooms, that:they could change them 
the bringing in of every new Courſe 


to the Table :- And ſometimes they repre- 


ſented Groves, with Birds i inging in them. 
And anſwerable to. theſe Roofs were their 


.Payements ; whereupon Mar:ijat reprehends 
ham for crexding upon Onyx-ſtones, 


We 


. _— 


We' ſhall conclude this point with a ſhort 
Acconnt*6f the Houſes of Domitian, Nero, 
and Heliogabalus. 


As to Domitiar's, Plutarch ſays thus of it ; 
'« If any Man wonder at the Magnificence 
© of the Capitol, were he in Domitiar's 
« Palace, and ſaw but one Gallery, Hall, 
« Bath, or Parlour for his Concubines, he 
« would preſently cry out with. Epichar- 
21s, That all the Glory of the Capitol is 


but a Trifle, in compariſon of . Donntzar's, 


, own Houſe, 


As to Nero's, Suctomins deſcribes it thus : 


© In the Porch there was a Coloſſus, ſhap'd. 


© like himfelf, One, hnndred+*and - twenty 
foot 'high ; the Houſe had three Galleries 


* in it,*each of them a Mile long ; a ftand- 
* ing Pool, 'like a Sea, ſurrounded with 


A 


<*Buildings in manner of a City ; Fields, 
in which were Arahle Grounds, Paſtures, 
Vineyards, arjd Woods, with a multitude 


of tame and wild Beaſts of all kinds. 'In 


C 

C 

* the other parts thereof all was cover'd 
* with Gold, and ſhining with -precious 
F'Stones, or Mother of Pearl. The Dining- 
* rooms were Roofed with Ivory Planks, 
© that were movable for the caſting down 
* of Flowers, and had Pipes' in them for 
* the ſprinkling of Oyntments. The Root 
| of the principal Dining-room was round, 


and whee'd about Day and Night, ac- 
u 3 * cording 
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© cording to the Motion of the. Heavens. 
* And. when he. had thus. finiſlfd-this 
; Houſe, he ſaid, He began 10 & eb. like A 


_ 
- 


Then as to - Heliogabalus, the ſame . Au- 
thor. gives, an Account, © That he” built of 
© Cedar many Barges, whoſe. Sterns were 
© ſet with+:Pearls and precious Stones ; 
© they. carried Sails of diverſe colours, 2nd 
'* had in them Baths, Galleries, and Par- 
© Jours of great largeneſs, with variety of 
* Vines, -and Trees bearing Fruit; and 
* lying along in thoſe, in the midſt of his 
© Mulick; he was carried up and down 
© the: Coaſt. of Campania, In the building 
*,of his Country-houſes he ſet aſide all 
*-Reaſon, -and defir'd..nothing: ſa_ much, 2s 
* © that: which, was .told him . could. .ngt be 
© done ; fo that he would order huge Piles 
© 'to,be laid in the Sea, to ſtop the courſe 
* of 1t, cut. through Rocks of the , hardeſt 
5 Flint, raiſe, the Plains . as high as. the ' 
«Mountains, ,and level the Mountains with 
- "* aheFlains. 5. - a) 


-.The. next. thing we take notice of is 
their Exceſs in Houſhold-ſtuff, * Their Bed- 
ſteads 'by degrees, came to be. of Silver, 
then.guilded,.. and. at faſt of maſly Gold. 
Nay, Heliogabalus. had his Cloſeſtogls and 
Chamberpots of. the ſame ; and *twas ordi- 
nary. for them to have their Beds. per- 
fum'd yith rich -and precious far: 

1en 
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Then. for. the Gnament ore) of th cir Honles 
© houghr\ hi Pitures at” e xeefy es 
Lucns = Pius ' AHA bx get "of Ta 


ET "cfg ers 1 
, Band,*two'Tal nt or Th : fol a 
8 £1 ghty Ponnds's ter! th ; Ira- 
fol ve for 2 Pic ons onaut p 
| Die Kindred fo fort y our. thi 2 ps 
' br Twelye "Rajat ed ons z.of 
Which 'Senecg Tays wittily bat nh e- 


| rence Pr ere be tin | DME 1h A Chil en, 
who value” er Rig 5,4 and Jewels, and 
Bracelets at hig Ih prices, yy. that we dote a- 
bout Staryes . 7 Sf es, __ the. fool at 
ed, oxy rare?” Th et the man ſhip of 
rh PiQures was many tines lag 
bealtly, and al 0 obſcene Fr 
FAR to corrupt the chaſte Miqds of the 

: beholders. 


Their Luxory in Apparel, Dreſſing, Ge. 
was equal to their Luxury in_all other 
things. © Concerning their Effeminacy. in 
peneral, Seneca ſays, © What, is yet left of 

© Good manners or Faſhions we extinguiſh 
* by trimming and decking our Bodies ; 
© We have exceeded the Niceneſs of the 
© Women, and wear light and whorihh 
- Colours; not becoming Matrons ; We 
* faſhion our Gate to a wanton and min- 
* cing pace, and do not walk, but creep : 
* It 15 now held” the acconpliſh'd GaJlan- 
* try of our Youth to frizzle their Hair 
* like Women, to ſpeak with an affected 

U 4 * {mall- 


& ſmallneſs. of Ve e, in pee of Body 
© to match -t = ei ts them- 
© ſelves wil 

1a his Book De b re ee he ſays, How 


: any ning bby ep 'd off of their Foretops, 


Curls, which” of theſe. would not chuſe, 
"that the State. whereof he is a. Member 
ſhould bein mboſtion, rather than his Hair 


'them.to haye. their Hair, plaited .behind, 


fumes ;' and. for their. Faces they, ugd fo 
"much Slibber-ſauce, ſuch daubing and pain- 


ted, that” Hortenfius the Orator commenced 
2 Snit againſt his fellow in Office, for that 
\meeting him by ,chance in a narrow .way, 
-he had diſorder'd the Plaits of his Robe; 
*he held it a capital matter, that a Fold 
"upon his Shoulder was diſplac'd : And ſo 


2 


oft und FM rimming. 


do. they chaſe; if the Barber; be never { 
little cilined [AY "How do they, take. on if 


if any thi 


out of -order , .if 'every 
thing fall not; 


9 into their 'Rings and 


ſhould be Ut iſplaited: - It was common for 
and beſinear'd with Oyntments, and Per- 
ting,” that they look'd like Ulcers, Their 


Garments were artificially preſs'd, to make 
them ſhine brighter, and ſo curiouſly plai- 


exceſſive. they were in the multitude of 
their Appare], that when any. of them 


went to the publick Baths, they had as 


much. Sh Cp carried after them as might 
well ſoffice a dozen of Men. . Lucullus, 


ſays Horace, Ep. 6. had Five thouſand ſhorr 


Cloaks ; and at their publick Feaſts they 
chang'd Suits at the coming -in - of every 
Courſe, 


—_ _ a. 


- a General Hiſtoy of Whomng: 
"ny meerly for Qenditieng.: z "88: we 
hare ſhew'd, already. 
i was alſo uſual with them: t to hve 
ings on every Finger, and ſometimes one 
every Joynt. : Nay, tis. recorded-..of 
rim, that -he, wore ſix uponevery Fin- 
z and they. arriv'd to that heighth. of 


xury in thjs point; that they had Summer- 
$ and Winter-ringg. | 


"f Then as to their Women : If the Men 
ere ſo nice, we may well ſuppoſe. that 
cir. Women exceeded, concerning whom 
eca, . de Benef, 7 9 ſays, © I ſee their 
Silken Apparel, if it may be.- calld Ap- 
parel, wherewith -they- can. neither- cover 
their Bodies nor __ Shame, -which when 
2 Woman wears, ” ſhe cannot ſafely ſwear 
that the is not neked. Yet theſe things are 
brought from Nations with whom we have 
no - Traffick, that our. Women may, expoſe 
no leſs to "the publick view when they 


come abroad, than they do to their Para- 
-mours in Bed. 


\... Lolia Paulina, a Wife, and afterwards 
Widow to Caligula the Emperor, when ſhe 
went to any. ordinary Feaſt, us'd to have 
'fo many Jewels about her, that the ſhone 
again as ſhe went, and ofter'd to. prove, 
that thoſe Ornaments alone ſtood her in 
Four hundred thouſand Seſterces, 


St. Te- 
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St." Jerome, itt Vita Paull Evemite, afd Ter. 
fullian, de habit» Mulichr4;\ eomplaiti of the 
Prodigality of their Times, ſaying, That 
upon one” Necklace ary ing price”of' di- 
verſe 'Lopps ; and, that' upan' one Twine 


there were threaded tp Teh hundred thon.. 


fand Sefterces. Nay,/*one Pear! bought by 
rant for his 'Paratnour Serviia, the 
Mother” of 'Brwtas, -colPihim Sixty hundred 
thouſand Seſterces, 69x'Hear Forty-five thou- 
ſand pounds Sterling. + Nay, faith Seneca, 
* the Women had- not *{{ficiently brovght 
* the: Men-into ſubjeRion, if they did ior 
5 hang two-or three Patrimonies at 'each 
© Ear, © Propertins accuſes the Roman Ma- 
trons-of ſetting it aboat with the Eſtates 
of their: Heirs: upon" 'them : Yet all this 
had been + more' tolerable, had they not 
worn them- upon their” Feet, - of which Pliny 
can hardly ſpeak with Patience, Lib. 33. 3, 
* Let: our Women, ſaith he, wear their 
* Pearland precious '' Stones upon every 
© Finger, about their Necks, in their Ears, 
upon their ' Chappelets” and TFrefſes, but 
muſt they alſo wear them npon' their 
Feet? And Book g. 35, he ſays, Nay, 
they garniſh their «Feet 'with them, and 
not only the higher, but the lower pert 
of their Slippers, {© that it. is not held 
ſufficient to wear Pearl, unleſs we tread 
and walk upon tf, 


5 Aa 


"'h if 


-»” a a. _Þ 


L At," 
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a General Hitqy of WWhazing. 


' Lampridins tells, us of Heliogabalys,; that 
bt wore Jewels curiouſly cOAFArER, on, his 
feet, 2s if the Gravings of famous, Work- 

LOCKING 


men could be diſcern'd there. 


. Their Women,.qid. not bluſh, to own, 
that. they, painted their Epchrony and Fer 
. and dy'd their Hai , and hac ſuch iq- 
nite-numbers of little Boxes full of Traſh 
r huding their Deformities, that Quad, as 
Ireat an Admirer oY, fair SEX As.. he was, 


5,; Non ſemel bic , fomarho nauſea falta 
heo. 1, &, They -bag- 0 
nach. . 


* WY Their Looking-glaſſes were in heighth 
S WM and breadth anſwerable to their Bodies 
C FF engraven in their Borders with Gold and 
Y Ef Silver, and emboſs'd with precious Stone ; 
» i © Some of . thoſe, ſays Seneca, Nat,, Oueſt. 
IW* lb. 1. 17, coſt more than the Ancients 
* gave in Dowry , with, their Dayghters ; 
© nay, .than that which. by publick allow. 
© ance was given the Daughters .of the 
' poorer, Emperors. And a little, fyrther 
he ſays, © Now a days, ſays he, that Dow- 
ry which the People of Rome gave with 
* Scipio's Daughter, will not ſuffice to buy 
Fa Glaſs for a Manumited Slave*'s Daugh- 
* ter, and that was Eleyen thouſand Aﬀes, 
which was upwards of Forty pound Ster- 
* ling ;. ſo- that by this we may gueſs what 

* | © Luxuryreignd among Perſons © Qual. 
1en 
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That as to the number of their Ser. 
vant is th 4 were {0 numerous, that Athe- 
— ome of them had above Twenty 


; nu . they went abroad, 
it wt n-an Army, infomach that 
iey were on were under a neceſlity of wa” be: 
ptr Nets ,or Nomeiclators; to fell” them 
the Names of their Servarits. And, that 
their Women did "alſo exceed in this: kind, 
may be 'gather'd from” St. Jerome's Epiltte 
to Furia, wherein he forbids her to go a- 
broad with an Army..of Eunuchs marching 
before her, after rhe. Manner" of licentious 
Widows, . 4 "Y 


Thus 'we have Avila our Colle&ions 
from the Roman Hiſtory, which are ſufficient 
to demonſtrate, that that great Empire was 
ryin'd by Luxury and Uncleannefſs, and will 
ſerve to convince any Judicious Reader what 
Monſters particular Men, and whole Nati- 
ons, become when judicially given up'of God 
to work all manner of Uncleannefs with 
Greedineſs. 


ib ac decides their Order of rang- 


 Wecome in the next place to ſearch: in- 
to Eccleſiaftical Hiſtory, to ſee what we can 
find for our purpoſe there. In the 2d Book 
of Euſebins, we find, that Simon Magus, that 


great Enemy to the Chriſtian Religion, is 


aCe 


a» ov > wo wn + & th ov= yy % EH 
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- a General Hiffow of Thong; 
wecusidiof keeping company with;'one Aele- 

x, 'whothad formerly been a.common-Pro- 
ſtirute:im the Stews of Tyre, a City of Phanj- 

ria, whom his Followers call'd the! prime No- 

tion Or firſt Conception-from him, -and'us'd to 

proſtrate themſelves , before -the-Images and 

_ Bf Pictures of this Simon-and bis Strumpet He- 

| lna. And ſuitable toi this was: their - Pra- 

Qiſe, viz. fo impure, that 'twas impoſlible 

for-Men of Modeſty to yitter them, by.reaſon 

of their exceſlive Obſcenity, there being no- 

thing tobe invented ſo impure, which their 

lwd Se& did not far-ſurpaſs, deluding fil *:** 
ly. Wemen laden with;all manner of Iniquity ; 

2 pregnant and ſtrong Inſtance that Impuri- 

, ff ty of Life and Principle leads Men naturally 

to a hatred of true Religion. 
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+» The next Inſtance is in Book 3, Cap. 28, of 
the Heretick . Cerinthas, of whom he. ſays, 
That being a Lover of his Body, :and alto- 
gether: carnally minded, he earneſtly luſted 
after. thoſe things -wherein he dreamt - the 
Kingdom of Chriſt conſiſted, v;z;-in the ſa- 
tiety. of the Belly, and of thoſe parts beneath 
the Belly, that 1s, Meats, Drinks, and Mar- 
riages: And MNicephoras, lib. 3, cap. 14, ſays, 
That under the name; of Sacrifices Cerinthus 
hid his Luſts, that he might make;a ſhew . of 
.Honeſty and Decency.. . T3} jt 


: "Cap.:29, he gives.us an account,of the N;- 
colaitans, who took their denomination from ' 

'Nicholas ,, one of the Deacons concerning 

5 | whom 


-4©2 
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whonm«ehey' fax, That having dabbautifel 
Wife;-atd'being accus'd of Jedlowfiriby the 
Apoſtles, he brought his Wife forth;--and 
mitred-her to marty whom ſhehada mind 
0, 'andthat his Followers pretending to 
imitate him, gave'themſelves up toall man- 
ner of Fornication;' but'that thoſe Hereticks 
wete of x ſhdden wholly extinQ. 


Book 1-4, Cap. 7, he gives ns an account of 
the Griotzoks, who boaſted of their amorons 
Potiofis,' 41d" of .certain' Spirits -and- Fami- 
Jivrs, 'waintain'd, that 'they who would ”ar- 
rive ito Perfe&ion 'in-their Myſteries, muſt 
4X al thimps that were moſt filthy-and vn- 
clear; Veg no other ways'able'to avoid the 
Rulers of the World; #s they call them, nn- 
leſs they diſtributed to all of them their Dues 
by. noft flchy and deteſtable As of ©dſce- 
nity, which drought a Scandal on theChri/tians 
of thoſe Times, as if they*had indulg'd them- 
Rlves in/promiſcuous Uncleanneſs with their 
Mothers and Siſters z 'but'the Lroth:and'Pu- 
rity of their Dofrin add Practice did quick- 
ly vindicate/it ſelf from thoſe Calumnies. 


Book 6, \Cap. 8, he'pives us an accofnt of 
Origers'etnaſcalating himſelf npon his under- 
Nanding=>thoſe' words of 60Ff Saviour in a li- 
teral ſenſe, viz. Some there are who have wade 


' themſelves "Ennuchs for the Kingdom-of Heavens | 


ſake This ſhews how nach Fornication and 
UndlearheR was condem'tÞby the Chriſtians 
in his tine, and how carcfol he was to-nverd 

5 i gle 
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"giving any accafion. of Slander to the Ene- 
-mics-of rhe Chriſtian Religion, tho? this At 
' init ſelf-was ho way: juſtifiable. 


| Book 7, Cap./30; he gives us./an Account; 
that | Paldus 'Samoſatenns, who ſpoke againſt 


the Gothead of: Jefus Chriſt, and became a 


Founder of that Herefie, was a-ſenſual Man; 
countehanced thofe call'd Snbi#tradue?d Wo- 
men, who were 'neither Wives nor Cohcu- 
bines; but a third 'forrt, whom. they kept, AS 


they pretended, not. to gratifie' their Luſts, 


but-out 'of a pwus defign : And they. take 
particular notice, that-this Paul glutted-bim- 
felf: with all Senſual Delights, as. Feaſting, 


'Drinking, and the like, which are theicom- 


mon Incentives of Luſt, and that hecarried 
two beautiful Women conſtantly-along with 
him. | And thus he-is accus'd byanAfﬀembly 
of Biſhops, in their Letter. to the. Biſhop of 
Rome | and Alexandria, which confirms the 
Obſervation we have had ſometimes -occa» 


 flonto make, that aLove to Senſual Pleaſures 


ſeems to be a great Motive to the:Dejfts and 


* Socinians of our Times to-embrace thoſe dam- 


nable Herehes. | x 


In his'8th: Book. we have an' Account, "That 

a Gentlewoman at r;och' and;two begutiful 
Virgins her Daughters, threw themſelves in- 
to.a River, where they were 'drown'd, ra- 
ther than they would ſubmit toi:the-Brutiſh 
'Lufts of their Heathen Perfecuters..;.i And-in 
Cap.-14, of that ſame Book, we have a Rela- 
tlon, 
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tion, how" Maxentins, and wther Perſecuters 
of the Chriſtians,,omitted.no'manner of Ati- 
on that was impure and libidinous';. they 
committed: Adulteries and Rapes of all forts; 
he parted 'Husbands;by Divorce, from their 
lawful Wives, and when he:had defil'd' them 
he moſt diſhonourably ſent: them back-again 
to their Husbands.. And thus - he treated 
Perſons of all Qualities He paſſed through 
no City :in his Journey without raviſhing 
Women and Virgins ; and'theſe his vile Pra- 
Riſes ſyzeeteded according to his deſireagainſt 
all Perſons, the Chriftiaxs only excepted;who 
having contemn'd Death, 'defpis'd his-outra+ 
gious-Tyranoy.' - And thus'one of the-moſt 
-noted:Women of Alexandria, being a beauti- 
ful Perſon, -and ſollicited to commir: Adulte- 
- ry with'hin; choſe rather to expoſe-her Life 
to Dangef, and ſo was fentinto Exile : And 
a Roman Lady, whoſe -Hosband was Prefet 
; of Rome, being ſent for by Maxentius, in or» 
der tohedefil'd by him, 'and finding that her 
Husband had; -for fear, permitted the Sonl- 
diers to carry her away, \the killd her ſelf, 
rather-than ſhe would be dehl'd by the luſt- 
ful Tyrant. $So that to the ſhame" of: many 
' Who call themſelves Chriſtians now-adays, 
their abomiriable © Lecheries wete formerly 
the Charadter of their Perſecuters ; and no- 
thing/coutd be more odious to the Primitive 
Chriſtjþ## than ſuch vile Prattiſes, as many 
#ho bear chat Name do.now indulge' them- 
lyes. in. 7 "But to return to this Monſter of 
Lo: F< fp1d # | 1y- 
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Tyranny Maxentius, the D 
purſy'd him; for, his Ar ing defeated 
by Conſtantine, he himſelf, and a great part 
of them, were drown'd in the Tiber, after 
-which his Corps were dragg'd out, and his 
' I Head being cut-off, it was carried about on 
——_— as A joyful Spettacle to the Peo- 
ple. 


ne Vengeance 


Euſebius alſo takes notice, that the Hea- 
"thens were at that time puniſh'd with inre- 
ſtige Wars, .Famine, and Peſtilence, on the 
zccbunt of their Perſecution and thoſe im- 
pure PraGtiſes ; and, that Galerins Maximia- 
mus, Who to his Perſecution of the Chriſtians 
had alſo added Impurity of Life, died of a 
moſt dreadful Diſtemper in his Genitals, and 
a Fiſtula in An», to the Horrour and Amaze- 
ment-of all that were about him, the ſtink of 
his Pody being f intolerable, that it kill'd 

divers of his Phylicians, 


In his 10th Book, he gives us an Acceunt 
of the wicked Emperor Licinixs, who to his 
batred of the Chriſtian Religion and Learn- 
ing of all forts, join'd abominable Unclean- 
neG, forcing Wives from their” Husbands; 
and giving them to be defil'd by his Slaves. 
Nay, his own Luſtful Rage was ſo great, that 
his decrepit Years could not aflwage the 
fame, bur even then he abus'd married Wo- 
men and Virgins, towards. the fulfilling of 
his inſatiable Luſt ; at laſt Judgmeat purſu'd 

-X him 
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- him ; for being overcome by Conſtantine the 


' - Great, and continuing unreclaimable, not- 


by that, gracio iſtian Emperor, he or- 
derd. him to betmangrd : And thus was his 
Exit ſuitable to his inglorious Life, 


withſtanding oft v9d towards him 


Socrates, lib. 5, cap 18, gives us an Account, 
That the Heathen Romans had Vittualling- 
houſes under Ground, wherein they proſti- 
tuted Whores, by which Devices. they tre- 
pann'd. many perſons, ſone going in thither 
ro ſupply themſelves with Food, others to 
ſatishe- their Jibidinous and filthy Deſires, 
for by a certain Engine purpoſely made for 
that end, they were convey'd from the Vi- 
ctualling-houſe down into the Bakehouſe, 
where they were forc'd to work, and conti+ 
nued there til] they were grown old, and 
being never ſuffer*d to go out, their Relati- 
ons took it for granted that they were dead, 
This Trick was chiefly put upon Strangers, 
and was diſcover'd by one of the Emperor 
-Theodofius's Souldiers, who being trappan'd 
in this manner, kill'd ſome of thoſe with his 
Dagger that. would have detain'd him; and 
eſcaping. by this means, acquainted the Em- 

eror with it, who order'd thoſe Houſes to 
#. pull'd dowf, and the Maſters of them to 
be -paniſh'd. Another avominable Cuſtom 
they had,” which was abgliſh'd- alſo by this 
Emperor, of which he gives the following 
Account *:If a.Woman were taxen in Adul- 


tery, they Thut her vp in a narrow Brothel- 
h hovſe, 


- - a General Þiſtoy of Whozing- 
| houſe, and forc'd her to play.the Whore in 
a molt: 
ormance of that unclean AR, they caug'd 
ittle Bells,to be rung, to the end that what 
was done within might be known to thoſe 
who paſſed by ;, of which the Emperor Theo- 
doſius being, inform'd, he order'd thoſe Stews 
to be pulld down, and commanded, that 
Women taken in Adultery ſhould be other- 
wiſe puniſh'd. . It's true that Yaleſius, in his 
Notes upon this Paſſage, thinks tliat this Cu- 
ſtom was diſcontinu'd long before, Adultery 
being puniſh'd by the Romans as a capital 
Crime, after Conſtantine's Reign, and ſays, 
. that -they were common Proſtitutes, who 
rung Bells to invite Paſſengers in to. them z 
and quotes Djo Caſſius, ſpeaking of the Empe- 
ror Heliogabalus, thus : Having made a Cell 
within the Palace, be afted hi Lechery therein, 
ſtanding naked before the Door thereof, as Whores 
uſually do, ſhaking his Shirt, which was hung up 
with Golden Rings, and with'a ſoft, delicate, bro- 
ken Voice inviting his. Companions to kim. $0 
hat, be how It will, irs plain that thoſe 


abominable things were practis'd by the Hea-, 


thens, and the Houſes or Vaults (whencethe 


impugdent manner ; and .during the 


Ar fy 
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word Fornication is deriv'd) where they acted -- 


thoſe Impurities were deſtroy'd by the Chri- 

ſtians ; whereas ſo many of thoſe who call 

. theimſelves by that venerable Name, in our 

Days, frequent ſuch loathſom and execrable 
onſes. 
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In the 19th Chapter of that ſame Book, he 
relates how the Office of the Penitentiary 
Precbyter was abrogated at Conſtantinople, be- 
cauſe a certain Gentlewoman, who had by 
him been injoyn'd to Prayer and Faſting in 
the Church, upon the account of her Faults, 
was debanch'd there by the Deacon of the 
ſaid Church, for which he was ejeQed, and 
the People were 1a hazard of making a Tu- 
mult, becauſe that Fatt had brought an Infa- 
my and Diſgrace vpon the Church ; and 
therefore Eudemon, a Presbyter of that Church, 
advis'd Nettarizzs the Biſhop to aboliſh the 
Penitentiary Presbyters, and to leave every 
perſon to his own Conſcience for the parti- 
cipation of the Holy Myſteries, 


Fwuegrins Scholaſticu:, 1n his 3d Book, Cap.t, 
gives vs an Account, That the Emperor Zero 
was a lewd debauct'd Man ; that he gave 
himſelf wholly upto the Attempts and Alure- 
ments of Luſt; that he reſtrain'd himſelf from 
no manner of filthy and flagitious FaQs, but 
wallow'd in the commiſſion thereof, in ſuch 
a manner, that he thought it yijfe and mean 
to commit thoſe things in Darkneſs and Ob- 
ſecurity, and that to pexpetrate them openly, 
and in the ſight of all, ke accounted Royaland 


becoming an Emperor, 


Theſe Courſes did quickly rzcnder Z:no 
odious in the fight. of all Men ; whereupon 
Baſiliſcus improving the general Hatred 

2gainit 


a General Hiſtozy of Whozing. 
againſt Zeno, uſurp'd the Imperial Diadem, 
and dethron'd him : It's true, that Zeno af- 


terwards reobtain'd his Crown, and coun-. 


terfeited the good Chriſtiap z but 'perſilting 
however in his Impurities and Drunkenneſs, 
, which threw him into an Epilepſie or Falling- 
lickneſs, he was miſerably buricd by the Em- 
preſſes Order, (ſays Baronins) in one of thoſe 
Fits ; and when he recover'd in his Grave, 
and cried to the Souldiers to take him our, 
they anſwer'd, That there was another choſen 
in hu room ;, whereupon he intreated to be 
taken out, and ſvffer?d at leaſt to end his days 
in a Monaſtery ; but this was alſo denied 
him, and in this miſerable condition he end- 
ed his wretched Life, while the Souldiers in 
the mean time did barbarouſly ſcoff at him. 
This Method did his Empreſs Ariadne take 
to be reveng'd on him for having defil'd her 
Bed, which tho? it cannot he juſtzhed in her, 
yet muſt certainly be juſtified, as coming 
from the Hand of God. | 


Ewvagrius, Book 3, Cap. 39, g1VES US an ac- 
count of a wicked Tax, that had continued a 
long time among the Romans, call'd Chryſar- 
gyrum, Which was impos'd upon thoſe Wo- 
men who proſtituted themfelves, and alſo 
upon Catamites, inſomuch that this Tax, 1n- 
ſtead of a Law, made loud Proclamation, 
That thoſe who had a mind, might ſecurely, and 
with Impunity, commit ſuch abominable Leehery', 
which the good Emperor Anaſtaſius thought 
ſo diſgraceful to a Chriſtian Empire, that he 
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not only abolifh'd the faid Tax, but burnt all 
the Records concerning it, and the Papers 
which contain'd the Methods of colleQing it, 


that none of his Succeſſors might renew the 
Infamy of this Exattion. 


Having thus taken a ſhort view of what is 
to be fonnd ſuitable to our purpoſe in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories of Fuſebius, Socrates, 
and Evayrius, we ſhall conclude this part 
with ſome account of the Pennance which 
the Ancients injoin'd upon Chriſtians for Un- 
cleanneſs, viz. The time of Pennance for 
Fornication was Seven Years. and for Adultery 
Fifteen. The Penitents preſented themſelves 
before the Door of the Church, in poor, ſor- 
did, and ragged Apparel; being enter'd in- 
to the Churc 
Heads and Hair-Cloth upon their Bodies, 
and then went out of the Church, the Door 
being uſually ſhut after them. It was cuſto- 
mary for them to remain ſhut up weeping 
and groaning, unleſs on Feſtival ; when 


they preſented themſelves in the Church 
Porch ; ſome time after they were admitted | 


to hear the LeQures, with command to go 
out before Prayers. , At the end of a eertain 


time they were allow'd to pray with the 


Congregation, bur lying all-along vpon the 
Earth, and at length, were ſuffer'd to pray 
anding, until the Offertory, - when they 
went out-;: The ſpace of time was often a- 


bridg'd by the Clergy, according as they 


per - 


they receiv'd Aſhes upon their 
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erceiy'd the. Penitents deſerv'd Indul- 
Teak. | Ws 


od 
'F 


Thus we ſee what an odious Sin Unclean- 
_ neſs was reckon'd amongſt the PrimitiveChrij- 
| ſtians. - Clemeys Alexandrinus thought that 

" there was no Mercy nor Repentance for them 
that were guilty of Uncleanneſs above once 

. or twice. Nay, ſome Authors fay, That in 

' the "firſt times perpetual Penrance was in- 

. Join'd for Adultery, and they ſcarcely 
admitted into Communion at Hour- of 
Death, till Pope Zephyrinus, about the Year 
216, appointed a ſhorter xime, wherein he 
was oppoſed by the African Churches, The 
Ancyran Coyncil, Anno 315, appointed ſeven 
Years Pennance for the firſt Fault, and up9n 
a Relapſe forbad the receiving of them into 
Communion at the hour of Death. In the 
Synod ,of 1l/iberis, Can. 1, they injoyn the 
ſame puniſhment upon Bawds, and fuch as 
proſtitute the Bodies of their Children, 4: 
1s well known, ſays Biſhop Taylor, that the Ci- 6 
vil Laws in the Primitive Church puniſh'd Adul- 
tery with Death, the Husband killing the Wife 

in the Aft, with the Allowance of the*Lew. 


If the Chriſtians in Clemens Alexandrinus's 
time. had been guilty.of thoſe Impurities 
which many, of thoſe that bear: that Name 
now are, with what Face could he have up- 
braided the Heathens of his time, as he does 
In his Admonition to the Greeks, p. 39, 49. 
viz. I hat 2s they bad order'd the matter, by the 
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Marriages, Propagation, Adulteries, and Ban- 
quers of their Gods, they had turr?d Heaven into 
a Comical Scene, and jeſted Religion into Scorn 
and Laughter ? there being nothing more 
uſual with them, than to hang their Rooms 
with the 'Pi#xres of their Gods, drawn in the 
moſt obſcene y_ and engag?d in the 
moſt filthy and diſhoneſt ations, enough to 
ſhame even Vice it ſet. * Theſe, ſays he, are 
the Original Patterns of your ſoft Effeminacy ; 
this 1s your brutiſh and prophane Divinity ; theſe 
are the wes of 'your Gods, Copartners with 
you in your Wncleanneſs and Adultery. 


The like we may obſerve from that paſ- 
ſage of Tertullian, ad Nationes, lib. 1, cap 4, 
where he ſays, That he knew of ſome Huſ- 
bands, when Heathens, who were ſo very 
jealous of their Wives (and poſſibly not with- 
out reaſon) that a Mouſe covld not ſtir 'in 
the Room, but it muſt be a Gallant creeping 
ro their Bed : Yet, upon their turning Chri- 
ftiazs, they became ſo eminently reſerved, 
chaſte, aud modeſt, that there was not the 
leaſt Foundation of Sufpicion'; their Tealon- 
fe was converted into Hatred, and' they 
Yow'd they had rather their Wives ſhould 
be Struinpets than Chriſtians, 


Of the ſame nature is the Paffage of Orj- 
en to Celſire, lib. 1,p. 21. where he ſays, They 
meaning the Heathens) muſt needs confeſs the 

Excellency and Divinity of Chriſt's Doftrin, who 
ao but look into the Lyves of thoſe who adbere unto 
"it, 


a Genexal Hiſtozy of TWhozxng: 
"it, comparing their former Courſe of Life with 
that which they now lead, and conſidering in what 
Impurities, Luſts, and Wickedneſs every one of 
them wallow'd before they embraced this Doftrin ;; 
but ſince, how much better they are become, inſy- 
much that ſome of them, ont of a more tranſcen- 
dent deſire of Purity, and that they may worſhip 
God with a chaſte Mind, deny themſelves eventhe 
Pleaſures of a Lawful Bed. And, lib. 9, p. 365, 
That the Chriſtians had no need, as ſome of the 
beſt among the Gentiles had, to nſe Arts and 
Medicines, or to have Guardians over them, to 
reſerve their Chaſtity, the Word of God bein 
Te fcient to expel irregular Appetites. Nay, and 
that which is more obſervable, Pliny, tho” a 
Heathen himſelf, and a perſecuter, wrote to 
the Emperor Trajan, That the Chriſtians - de- 
teſted Murther, Adultery, and ſuch other Ungod- 


lineſs. 


Tertullian, in his Apology, cap. 9, p. 19, 
ſays of the Heathens, Wherever you are, at home 
or abroad, Luſt 1s your Companion ;, whereas Cha=- 
ftity, diligently and faithfully preſers/d, keeps us 
from any ſuch Event , and we are far from In- 
ceſt, which ye often ſtumble upon in your Luſts, as 
we arc from Whoredom, or any Exceſs ini a mar- 
ried ſtate. And in the cloſe of his Apology, 
cap. ult. p. 40, he ſays, While you af con- 
demn a Woman that #s a Chriſtian, tothe Stews, 
rather than to the Lions, you plainly own, that the 
violation of Chaſtity #s accounted by us an heavier 


Penalty than any Puniſhment or kind of Death 
which you can infiiet upon #s. 


And 
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- And that this may appear not to haye 

 — - been their DoArin'only, but alſo their Pra- 
> ©.  tife, we refefr to the Inſtances of the Cha. 
tity of the Governor of Rome's Wife, who 
-choſe rather to kill her Telf than to be defiPd 

«by the Emperor Maxentias, as before men- 
-tion'd, And that remarkable Inſtance rela- 

.ted by St. Jerome, in the Life of Paul the Her. 

mit, Tom. t, p. 237. In the Deciar Perſecu- 

tion, a young Man, a Chriſtian, ih the Flower 

of his ape, was carried jnto a Gatden that 

"had all things conſpiring to make it a place 

for pleaſure-and delight; being laid upon a 

Bed of Donne, and faſten'd to it with filken 

, Cords, - the Company withdrawing, a beanti- 

- ful Strutmpet was fentin to him, who careſſing 

and treating him with all the Arts of Wan- 
tonneſs, not conſiſting with Modeſty toname, 

the young Man finding the Temptation rea- 

dy to prevail, preſently bit off his Tongue, 

and ſpit in her Face as ſhe attempted to kiſs 

him. Many other Inſtances of this nature 

might be added, but theſe are enovgh to- 
-teſtifie how mnch the P-1-irive and Ancient 
Chriſtians abhorr'd Uncleanneſs, in Praftice 
as well as Principle. | 


Then as to the Opinion which the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians had of Marriage, and their Rea- 
fons for entering into it ; let us hear what 
* Athenagoras ſays in his 4pology, p. 37. Either, 
-{aysheg me marry not at all, bat Reep our ſelves 

always continent, or' if we do marry, tis at's 
4 other 
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ther End, but the bringing up of Children : 
Ihoever among Us takes a Wife, according to the 
ews preſcrib'd us, be reckons, he does it only for 
p begetting of Children ; within this his Deſires 
ie bound and limited, as the Husbandman con» 
ws himſelf no further in rilling bis Ground and 
wing bis Corn, than to bring forth the Crop at 
rveſt. And hence it was that they ſeldom 
arried oftener than once, as Minutins Felix 
hs, p. 26. 


Origen againſt Celſus, lib. 5, p. 264, ſays, 
t in all our Abſtinences a it only to keep under 
Body, and to bring it into ſubjeftion, endea» 
ring 10 mortific the Deeds of the Body, to ex- 
and extinguiſh our Members upon the Earth, 
nication, Uncleawneſs, Inordinate Aﬀetion, 
l every evil Concupiſcente and Deſire. The 
atred which that Great Man had againſt 
acleanneſs is ſufficiently manifeſt by his 
ſmembring himſelf, as formerly mention'd; 


ue 

iſs ac chuſing rather to have Incenſe forc'd-in- 
ire Þ his Hand, and ſo offer'd upto Idols: at 
to. When, than to have his Body abus'd by 'an 
ent i -__ which the Heathens threatned him 
ice, {With | 


4 


"How careful the Primitive Chriſtians were 
avoid all occaſions of Unclganneſs, appears 
om Cyprian, de Diſcip. & Habit. Fug. p.167. 
there he juſtly chides ſame'Virgins for being 
reſent at Weddings, where they laugl'd 
eely, could not but hear looſe Diſcourſes, 


»o { uncomely Behaviour, feed vpon luxuri- 
her IE. ous 


3 I5 


an Efay towards 
qus Diſhes, all which muſt not only king1; 
but add Fuel to the Fire, and fill the Mi 
with undecent Thoughts and Deſires. 


St. Jerome on the other hand does as muc 
commend ſych Virgins who always kept 
home on Feſtival days, to avoid the crowdif 
and Gazes of the People, and would neyeiſi 
go abroad at thoſe times when they coulh; 
not venture into the publick without thi 
greateſt Care and Cuſtody ' of 'themſelvee} 
Such was the Cautiouſneſs of the Primicivl 
Chriſtians, they ſtood at a diſtance fron 
whatever was offenſive either to their Ey 
or Ears. Their Ears they ſtopp'd again 
all looſe idle Songs, al filthy and obſcen 
Diſcourſes, their Eyes they ſhut againſt al 
uncomely Objects, all wanton and Jaſcivion 
Pictures, and, as Clemens Alexandrinus tells us 
not doing any thing that ſeem'd to carry a 
ill colour with it, | 


' The Copncil of Zaodicea, in their got 
Canon, forbad Chriſtian Men to uſe the ſame 
common Baths with Women ; nay, fo abo 
minable were all Uncleannelles to the ancient 
Church, that they were eventoo ſevere again{t 
ſecond Marriages, as Zonara: tells us, Can.7, 
Concil. Neoceſ. ſuſpended ſuch as married 
twice from the Communion a whole Year. 
And the Council of Laodices, Can. 1, re- 
quir'd, that they ſhould ſpend fome time at 
leaſt in Pennance, Faſting, and Prayer, before 
they be receiv'd to the Communion. Tertul-B 
lian, 


a General Hiſtow of Whozing. 
dy, Cyprian, Minutins, Felix, and St. Jerome, 
linEyeigh d alſo againſt ſecond Marrizges, 

herein tho* they ated not only without, 
it even againſt Divine Authority, ſeeing 
ue Apoſtle limits no number of Times, bur 
t WMys poſitively, that it zs better ro marry than to 
wd. , Yet it ſhews how careful the ancient 
velhriſtians were to avoid thoſe Impygities, 
|Which many who call themſelves Chriſtians 
ſcarcely own now to be a Crime. 


nF'St. Ambroſe ſays, The Apoſtle did well ro warn 
ON i/t1ans ro flee Fornication, by which the Sons of 
eld. ſays he, are made the Chilaren of the De- 
in Nay, the Schoolmen make ſimple For- 
enWication to be a dead]y Sin, and that in ſuch 
al Weaſure as Peraldus a Papiſt concludes, That 
Oouoe who had never before ſinned, but had done 
V5 the Good that could be imagin”d, fhould but 
| aWce commit this Sin, he muſt of neceſſitybe damn'sd 
thout Repentance. Aquinas ſays, That ſimple 
rnication, inaſmuch as it 1s againſt the Good of 


Offspring to be brought forth, is ſo unlawful, 
MW it is 4 deadlySin. Epiphanins, againſt the 
bo rpocratians, Lib.1, Tom. 2, Cap. 27, ſays, 
cn-What becauſe of their Debaucheries they were 
nſt forth E Satan, ro the Reproach and Scandal 
+ >the Church of God, as the Gnoſticks had beer 
ofore them, 


ie-F Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, and Effeminacy 
ere much exclaim'd againlt by the Ancients, 
cauſe they were Incentives to Uneleanneſs, 
thereupon St. Jerae ſays, 1r's a difficult thing 
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to preſerve_ Chaſtity in rhe "nd" of Feaſtin 


' Bernard fays, That Chaſtity is much en; ger” 


Delicacies. . Ericius Putecinus faith, Tt 
uſt 'is nouriſh d by t\, Fon Dainties. & 
St. Auguſtine, in his 33d Sermon, ad' Fr.; 
Er. gives us this ſtrange Inſtance of the F 
fe of Drunkenneſs, viz. © That the Sonx 
« one Cyril a noble Citizen of Hippo, whoh 
<« 2'Soh whom he lov'd even above his 1 
« ter; not contraditing him in any Defir 


_ <.nor- correing him for any Fault ; Tt 


<« riotous Youngſter, not content to roar i 
« abroad, and fpend his Father's Eſtate, can 


<« home drunk, villainouſly raviſh'd his ow 
« Mother, big with Child, endeavour'd t 
<« deflower one of his Siſters, wounded twat 
< them, that they dy'd; and killd his Fathe 
<* outright: 


